AP Language & AP Literature Recommended Summer Reading

2020-2021

AP English Summer Reading
For the 2020-2021 school year, the English Department has decided not to require summer assignments, but we
do encourage you to keep reading and writing. Consider selecting two or three titles to read and reflect on.
Below we have recommended some titles, but you are not required to read them. If you are taking AP Language
you might want to focus on the non-fiction titles, and if you are taking AP Literature, you might want to focus on
fiction titles. No matter what you read, being an active reader will help prepare you for success not just in class
but in life.

This Will Be My Undoing by Morgan Jenkins
Morgan Jerkins is only in her twenties, but she has already established herself as an
insightful, brutally honest writer who isn’t afraid of tackling tough, controversial subjects.
In This Will Be My Undoing, she takes on perhaps one of the most provocative
contemporary topics: What does it mean to “be”—to live as, to exist as—a black woman
today? This is a book about black women, but it’s necessary reading for all Americans.
Hunger b
 y Roxane Gay
In her phenomenally popular essays and long-running Tumblr blog, Roxane Gay has
written with intimacy and sensitivity about food and body, using her own emotional and
psychological struggles as a means of exploring our shared anxieties over pleasure,
consumption, appearance, and health. In Hunger, she explores her past—including the
devastating act of violence that acted as a turning point in her young life—and brings
readers along on her journey to understand and ultimately save herself.
Shrill by Lindy West
With inimitable good humor, vulnerability, and boundless charm, Lindy boldly shares how
to survive in a world where not all stories are created equal and not all bodies are treated
with equal respect, and how to weather hatred, loneliness, harassment, and loss--and
walk away laughing. Shrill provocatively dissects what it means to become self-aware the
hard way, to go from wanting to be silent and invisible to earning a living defending the
silenced in all caps.
Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled Nigeria for the
West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for America, where despite her academic
success, she is forced to grapple with what it means to be black for the first time. Quiet,
thoughtful Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he
instead plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life in London.

AP Language & AP Literature Recommended Summer Reading

2020-2021

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates
Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about
his place in the world through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University
to Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home
to the living rooms of mothers whose children’s lives were taken as American plunder

The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
The Bluest Eye is Toni Morrison's first novel, a book heralded for its richness of language
and boldness of vision. It tells the story of black, eleven-year-old Pecola Breedlove. Pecola
prays for her eyes to turn blue so that she will be as beautiful and beloved as all the blond,
blue-eyed children in America. Pecola's life does change- in painful, devastating ways.

Sing, Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn Ward
Jojo and his toddler sister, Kayla, live with their grandparents, Mam and Pop, and the
occasional presence of their drug-addicted mother, Leonie, on a farm on the Gulf Coast of
Mississippi. When the white father of Leonie’s children is released from prison, she packs
her kids and a friend into her car and sets out across the state for Parchman farm, the
Mississippi State Penitentiary, on a journey rife with danger and promise.

In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez
This tale of courage and sisterhood set in the Dominican Republic during the rise of the
Trujillo dictatorship. A skillful blend of fact and fiction, In the Time of the Butterflies is
inspired by the true story of the three Mirabal sisters. Alvarez breathes life into these
historical figures as she imagines their teenage years, their gradual involvement with the
revolution, and their terror as their dissentience is uncovered.

The Namesake b
 y Thumpa Lahiri
The Namesake takes the Ganguli family from their tradition-bound life in Calcutta through
their fraught transformation into Americans. On the heels of their arranged wedding,
Ashoke and Ashima Ganguli settle together in Cambridge, Massachusetts. When their son
is born, the task of naming him betrays the vexed results of bringing old ways to the new
world. Named for a Russian writer by his Indian parents in memory of a catastrophe years
before, Gogol Ganguli knows only that he suffers the burden of his heritage as well as his
odd, antic name.
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Educated by Tara Westover
Educated is an account of the struggle for self-invention. It is a tale of fierce family loyalty
and of the grief that comes with severing the closest of ties. With the acute insight that
distinguishes all great writers, Westover has crafted a universal coming-of-age story that
gets to the heart of what an education is and what it offers: the perspective to see one's
life through new eyes and the will to change it.

Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson
Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal
practice dedicated to defending those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly
condemned, and women and children trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal
justice system. One of his first cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was
sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit.

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah
Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man
as he struggles to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist. It is also
the story of that young man’s relationship with his fearless, rebellious, and fervently
religious mother—his teammate, a woman determined to save her son from the cycle of
poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately threaten her own life.

Homegoing b
 y Yaa Gyasi
A novel of breathtaking sweep and emotional power that traces three hundred years in
Ghana and along the way also becomes a truly great American novel. Extraordinary for its
exquisite language, its implacable sorrow, its soaring beauty, and for its monumental
portrait of the forces that shape families and nations, Homegoing heralds the arrival of a
major new voice in contemporary fiction.

A Free Life b
 y Ha Jin
A moving, realistic, but always hopeful narrative novel of the Wu family - father Nan,
mother Pingping, and son Taotao - as they fully sever their ties with China in the
aftermath of the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre and begin a new, free life in the
United States. We follow the Wu family--father Nan, mother Pingping, and son Taotao--as
they fully sever their ties with China in the aftermath of the 1989 Tiananmen Square
massacre and begin a new, free life in the United States.
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The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home of the
Commander and his wife once a day to walk to food markets whose signs are now
pictures instead of words because women are no longer allowed to read. She must lie on
her back once a month and pray that the Commander makes her pregnant, because in an
age of declining births, Offred and the other Handmaids are valued only if their ovaries are
viable. Offred can remember the years before, when she lived with her husband, Luke;
when she played with and protected her daughter; when she had a job, money of her
own, and access to knowledge. But all of that is gone now . . .

