
PTA General Membership Meeting

Meeting Minutes
September 26th 2011

I.  Call to order
Heidi Gardner called to order the regular meeting of the PTA meeting at 7:00pm on 
September 26th, 2011 in Forest Grove Gym.

II.  Roll call
Lina Monsalve conducted a roll call. The following persons were present: See List of Attendees.

III.  Approval of minutes from last meeting
Waiting for approval

IV.  Meeting:
  
PTA President, Doug Hays introduces the member of the board and salutes the audience. He 
invites the general membership to become a member and join the PTA, he mentions how much 
he is getting involve and how he knows more about the school and his children’s education now. 
He recognizes Robin Conrad, former PTA president for her labor and support. He invites the 
fathers to become involve with the PTA, he chaperoned for his son field trip and he feels more 
involve now.
  
The PTA treasurer announces that the budget for 2011-2012 school year needs to get approval 
tonight and asks for votes, it will be posted in the PTA web site. Mrs. DeBell stars to present the 
budget. Copies were distributed to the general membership for their perusal.
  
One father from the audience asked about, why so many Bingos?  Another parent asks, why 
Bingos?
Mr. Hays asks Robin Conrad to help to explain the number and why Bingos. Mrs. Conrad, 
former PTA president and actual Box Top volunteer, explained that there are activities that 
the PTA needs to sponsor, someone from the board mentioned that Bingos have been well 
welcomed for the students and parent in past years. Also someone from the board mentioned 
that Bylaw the PTA needs to sponsor three events for one fundraiser made.
  
Another parent from the audience asks about other kind of activities, like bowling.
Angela, VP Fundraiser, answers by explaining that Bowling had been considered but there are 
not business that run fundraisers close by the school.
  
The teacher Rosa, suggests activities like Jump for hire, an activity that was made in her 
daughter’ school and did work well. Mrs. Gardner thanks the audience for the wonderful ideas 
and invites the parents to share more of those with the board, and welcome them.
  
Mr. Hays goes back to the Budget reading and mentions the items that are due as obligation for 
this organization.
  
Mrs. DeBell, reads the fundraiser budget and the expected revenue. A parent from the audience 
mention a new place where the kids can go and jump in moon bounces, Angela is working 
on that place already, the board looks happy to see that some ideas from the floor have been 
thought by board members too.



  
Follow to that Mrs. Gardner explains the student enrichment item in the budget, and describes 
the support that PTA does to each event. She says about The Family fun and Fitness  is a great 
event where several sport/art  related business make demonstrations to the students, the police 
make presence by doing ID card for children, moon bounces are inflated in the gym for the kids 
to play. Other events are Mom’s Day and Dad’s day, where a breakfast is offered to them.
  
She continues the presentation talking about  RIF, it is a free book distribution, since it is 
important to make the students feel that they can have a book for them to take home and 
reinforce the reading. She mentions there are other $2,300 for teachers support and volunteer 
recognitions.
  
Mrs. DeBell stars to mention the Spirit wear, the blue T-shirt with the Falcon, that it’s been 
sale at the open house.  Someone mentions that there will be a whole week in December for 
fundraiser at 5below store for the student to do Season shopping.
  
A parent from the audience yell in a jolly way: I approve it!
The audience laugh and the secretary asks the audience to raise their right hand for approval. 
The audience raises the hands. Mrs. Gardner mentions that Mr. Hays needs to ask for any 
comment on the budget before voting. Mr. Hays asks the general membership, no opinion was 
expressed, Mrs. Conrad concur with the secretary to vote again, the secretary asks the general 
membership to raise their hand for approval. The general membership does so: 18 votes in 
favor of the budget.
The secretary mentions the budget has been approved and goes for  the records.
  
Mrs. Gardner introduces the next point in the agenda, she starts to mention that the PTA 
carries a balance over $20,000, and from the National  PTA Training that some board members 
assisted,  the PTA does not need to hold that big amount in its balance. So the PTA needs to 
fund a project in the school. During previous meeting the PTA ask the principal and assistant 
principal about a big ticket project that PTA can fund for the school and the PTA is excited about 
it.
  
The project was a Technology Proposal that will be presented to the general membership on 
October. It is about 10 iPad and activate devises for the classroom.
The date will be posted in the newsletter.
  
Mrs. Jacobs asks if there will be space for ideas and other projects. Mrs. Torregrossa mentions 
that this is a pilot project that the school would like to have for the classrooms.
A parent asks if the technology used for iPad will match the current school technology, the 
parents is concern about it, Mrs. Torregrossa explained that the  new iPad will be compatible 
with it, some teachers already have some and they have been using them. She mentions also 
the Activote for an interactive classroom.
  
The topic about upcoming event is introduce by Angela when she mentions that in October 
the Fall fundraiser Lavender’s will be send home, it will last from October 3th to October 17th, 
Lavender’s, she explains, is a catalog for candy, cookies, wrapping paper, candles, bulbs and 
more for sale. PTA is expecting an active participation on this one.
  
She mentions that the next spirit night will be at Chuck E Cheeses, stickers will come home 
with the students, this fundraiser has done well for us, Chuck will be there at the bus stop to say 
hello to the students as a reminder.



  
A parent asks what the profit from the Lavender’s fundraiser is; Angela answers 50% will come 
to the PTA and the School.
  
Mrs. Gardner announce that the Halloween Walk and the Basket Riffle will be on October 28th, 
she describes the event , the school is open to the student to have some candies and the 
teachers dress up. She mentions we will need candies. A collateral event is the Book Fair so the 
parents and student can visit the Fair after the walk. She announces that the First Bingo Night 
will be on November 11th.
  
Mr. Hays introduces Aimee as the volunteer coordinator and he mentions how the PTA is in 
need of parent to fill some open position like Bylaw, since this year those need to be reviewed, 
also student recognition is open, and Aimee concurs with Mr. Hays. She mentions there is a 
parent volunteer for Staff Appreciation but more volunteers are needed.
  
Mr. Hays announces that we have a new Web site Manager, Mr. Vivas.
Mr. Hays explains that we need a co-representative for the Minority students delegate to assist 
some meeting that our Delegate Yolanda Hays cannot assist. He also invites some parents 
to assist to the Reston Community center to have a pick of some assembly guests that will be 
presenting their business to the school community.
  
Mrs. Torregrossa has the opportunity to thanks the parents for coming and invites the parents 
to bring others, she thanks the PTA for its work, she announces the Sterling Faculty Event 
Basketball Game on Oct 21st and invites the parent to bring the  students to cheer the teachers. 
This is the first time that Forest Grove will participate.
  
She reminds Oct 26th is the next meeting for the technology proposal presentation.
Mrs. Banker also talks to the general membership and mentions that in past years the school 
was asking the PTA to help fund the Running Track for the school but the school got lucky that 
a teacher’s uncle won the lottery and he decided to donate the money for the track to Forest 
Grove, so now the school is looking to the technology proposal as a project to be fund for the 
PTA. She also mentions that the SIP plan will be presented to the parents in the next meeting, 
and on  November as she is part of the Equity Team they are planning a cultural dance event.
  
Mrs. Garner thanks the parents for assist.
  
  

V.  Adjournment
VP Special Event adjourned the meeting at 8:47 pm.
Minutes submitted by:  Lina Monsalve
Minutes approved by:  
 


