
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A competition and power struggle of tension and hostility (anger) 

between the United States and its allies (friends) and the Soviet 

Union and its allies between World War II and 1991.   

No direct conflict occurred between these two countries on the 

battlefield  

“America has been in existence for 150 years and this is the level she has reached. We have 
existed not quite 42 years and in another seven years we will be on the same level as 
America. When we catch you up, in passing you by, we will wave to you.” 

Soviet Union Leader, Nikita Khrushchev, July 24, 1959 

“We don’t propose to sit here in our rocking chair with our hands folded and let the 
Communists set up any government in the Western Hemisphere.” 
                                      

Lyndon Johnson, US president, 1965 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rebuilding Efforts:  USII.8a 

• The United States instituted George C. Marshall plan to 

rebuilt Europe (The Marshall Plan), which provided 

massive financial aid to rebuilt European economies and 

prevent to spread of Communism 

• Germany was partitioned into East and West Germany.  

West Germany became Democratic and resumed self-

government after a few years of American, British, and 

French occupation.  East remained under the domination 

of the Soviet Union and did not adopt democratic 

governments. 

• Following its defeat, Japan was occupied by American 

forces.  It soon adopted a democratic form of 

government, resumed self-government, and became a 

strong ally of the United States.  

Establishment of the United Nations 

• The United Nations was formed near the end of 

World War II to create a body for the nations of the 

world to try to prevent future global wars. 

Reasons for rapid growth of the American 

economy following World War II:  USII.8b 

• With rationing of consumer goods over, 

businesses converted from production of war 

materials to consumer good. 

• Americans purchased goods on credit 

• The work force shifted back to men, and most 

women returned full time to family 

responsibilities. 

• Labor unions merged and became more 

powerful; workers gained new benefits and 

higher salaries. 

• As economic prosperity continued and 

technology boomed, the next generation of 

women entered the labor force in large 

numbers. 

Terms to Know: USII.8c  

• Cold War:  The state of tension without actual fighting between the United States and the Soviet Union, which 

divided the world into two camps  

Origins of the Cold War 

• Differences of global and ideologies between the United States and the Soviet Union (the two superpowers).  

The United States was democratic and capitalist;  the Soviet Union was dictatorial and communist. 

• The Soviet Union’s domination over Eastern European countries. 

• America’s policy of containment (to stop the spread of Communism)  

• North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) versus The Warsaw Pact 

Major conflicts in the post-World War II era 

• South Korean and the United States resisted Chinese and North-Korean aggression.  The conflict ended in a 

stalemate (tie). 

• The Cuban Missile Crisis occurred when the Soviet Union placed missiles in Cuba.  The Soviets removed the 

missiles in response to a U.S. blockade of Cuba. 

• The United States intervened to stop the spread of communism into South Vietnam (Domino Theory).  

Americans were divided over whether the United States should be involved militarily in Vietnam.  The 

conflict ended in a cease-fire agreement in which the U.S. troops withdrew. 



 

 

What I thought 
before the unit 

Cold War Anticipation Guide 
 

What I know 
after the unit 

T F At the end of World War II, the U.S. and Soviet Union emerged as 2 
world superpowers. (USII.8a) 

T F 

T F The Soviet Union controlled countries in Western Europe during the 
Cold War. (USII.8a) 

T F 

T F Germany was divided into 2 countries after World War II – East and 
West Germany. (USII.8a)  

T F 

T F The U.S. created the Marshall Plan to help spread the ideas of 
communism throughout the world. (USII.8a) 

T F 

T F Japan was controlled and rebuilt by the Soviet Union at the end of 
World War II. (USII.8a) 

T F 

T F The United Nations was formed at the end of World War II to help 
prevent future global wars. (USII.8a) 

T F 

T F U.S. factories started producing less war supplies and more consumer 
goods after World War II was over. (USII.8b) 

T F 

T F Most women continued to work in factories once the men returned 
home from war. (USII.8b) 

T F 

T F Labor unions became weaker after World War II. (USII.8b) T F 

T F During the Cold War, there was actual fighting between the U.S. and 
Soviet Union. (USII.8c) 

T F 

T F One reason for the Cold War was differences in political and 
economic ideologies (beliefs). (USII.8c) 

T F 

T F The United States formed a peacetime alliance called the Warsaw 
Pact. (USII.8c) 

T F 

T F The United States wanted to contain communism during the Cold 
War. (USII.8c) 

T F 

T F During the Korean War, the U.S.’s goal of containing communism was 
unsuccessful. (USII.8c) 

T F 

T F The Cuban Missile Crisis was the closest the world has ever come to 
a nuclear weapons war. (USII.8c) 

T F 

T F During the Vietnam War, the U.S.’s goal of containing communism 
was successful. (USII.8c) 

T F 

T F Korea and Vietnam are both part of the continent of Europe. (USII.8c) T F 

T F The end of the Cold War is symbolized by the destruction of the Berlin 
Wall. (USII.8c) 

T F 

T F After the Cold War, the Soviet Union still controlled countries in 
Eastern Europe. (USII.8c) 

T F 

T F People at home shared the same views about containment and the 
U.S.’s intervention in other countries during the Cold War. (USII.8c) 

T F 



 

Post WWII – Changes in the United States 

 
How were the years after 
World War II similar to the 
years after World War I? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did factories start 
making money after the war 
was over? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
People wanted to buy things, 
lots of things! What was 
introduced to help people 
purchase consumer goods? 
 
 
 
 
How did the workforce 
change after World War II? 
 
 
 
 
 
Did women stay out of the 
workforce forever? 
 
 
 
 
How did the end of World 
War II change labor unions? 

 
 

World War II had a major impact on the U.S. economy.  Before the 

war, the world had suffered from an economic depression.  Many 

were afraid that the U.S. economy would suffer again at the end of 

the war.  Instead, the United States became the richest, most 

powerful nation on the globe. Citizens were prospering (being 

successful). There were many reasons why the U.S. economy grew 

quickly after World War II.   

 
 
One reason for the rapid (quick) economic growth was the demand 

for consumer goods. As American soldiers returned home, they took 

jobs and started spending. Rationing was over, and businesses 

began to change from producing war supplies to consumer goods.  

 

Another reason the economy grew was because Americans were 

purchasing goods on credit. New products filled the marketplace and 

tempted the American consumer. By the 1950s, the credit card made 

its first appearance and consumer spending continued to increase. 

 

The U.S. economy also grew because men returned to their old jobs.  

As the soldiers returned home, the workforce shifted back to the men. 

Many women returned to their homes and family responsibilities. 

However, as the economic prosperity continued, the next generation 

of women re-joined the labor force in large numbers.   

 

As the job market expanded and industries grew and prospered, 

labor unions also grew.  Many unions merged (joined together) and 

became more powerful.  With their support, the American worker 

received new benefits and higher salaries.  By the 1950s, the federal 

minimum wage had risen to $1.00 an hour. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

After World War II, the United States and the Soviet Union became involved in an intense power 

struggle that became known as ________________________________________.   This struggle 

was created because of the different ideologies (beliefs) each country had on the economy and 

government .  The United States supported the belief of a democratic government and  

_____________________________ economy based on free enterprise.  The Soviet Union 

supported a Socialist form of government and a ________________________________ form of 

economy based on the idea of government control. 

The United States felt that if one country fell to Communism than neighboring countries would 

follow.  This belief became known as the ______________________________________________ .  

Many democratic countries united to form an organization called the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization, NATO, whose objective was to __________________________________ the spread 

of Communism.  As a response to NATO, the Soviet Union formed an organization called the 

Warsaw Pact whose objection was _____________________________________.   The United 

States became more involved in _______________________________________________ into 

other countries affairs in an effort to support democratic beliefs.   

The Soviet Union soon broke off all social, government, and economic ties with the West as if they 

lived behind an _______________________________________________. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word 
 

Definition  
How is this word 

used in our lesson? 

 

Cold War 

 

  

 

Containment 

 

  

 

Domination 

 

  

 

Intervention 

 

  

 

Iron Curtain 

 

  

 

Domino Theory 

 

  

 

Capitalism 

 

  

 

Communism 

 

  

 

Blockade 

 

  

  



 

 

 

  

What was The Cold 

War?  

 

 

 

 

What do you think is 

meant by “ideology?”  

 

 

What was the “power 

struggle” about? 

 

 

 

What was the 

Marshall Plan? 

 

 

 

 

Name two reasons 

why the U.S. adopted 

the Marshall Plan?  

•   

  

  

•  

 

 

What happened to 

Berlin after WWII?  

 

 

 

List three reasons why 

the Soviets put up the 

Berlin Wall?   

•   

•   

•  

 

 

Even as the World War II was coming to an end, the United States and Soviet Union began 

their “power struggle” in their attempts to control war torn European and Asian countries.  

This struggle became known as The Cold War because know direct conflict between the 

world’s two superpowers took place. 

A clash of the United States and Soviet Union’s very different beliefs and ideology - 

capitalism versus communism - each held with almost religious conviction, formed the 

basis of an international power struggle with both sides struggling for dominance, and 

taking every opportunity to expand their belief anywhere in the world.  

On the day World War II ended in Europe, its cities were in ruins.  Schools, homes, and 

shops were piles of rubble, and economies were once again devastated.  Having seen what 

economic devastation could do, the United States was determined to take an active part in 

rebuilding Europe.  Knowing it would be in our best interest, U.S. Secretary of State, George 

C. Marshall, proposed a plan to provide massive financial aid for rebuilding European 

economies and to stop the spread of Communism.  This plan became known as the Marshall 

Plan. 

In 1945, the Allied leaders met to talk about ways to insure Germany would not start a war 

again.  These leaders divided Germany into four sections.  The Soviet Union controlled 

Easter Germany and the United States, France, and Great Britain each controlled a portion 

of West Germany briefly until the Allied countries turned over increasing authority to West 

German officials and moved to establish a future German government. 

The capital city of Berlin sat squarely in the middle of East Germany, and Stalin wanted to 

control it.  He believed that if he had Berlin, he had all of Germany.  Stalin devised a plan to 

starve West Berlin by blocking the Western Allies rail lines and roads that were bringing in 

food and supplies.  Stalin felt this would give him total control of Berlin.  With no food, fuel 

or supplies, West Berlin was forced to use Soviet supplies to survive.  

However, the Allies organized massive airlifts into West Berlin to provide supplies.  Over 

200,000 flights in one year brought in fuel, supplies, and food to the people.  One year later, 

the Soviet Union was forced to stop the blockade since it was clear the blockade would not 

work.  The Cold War had begun. 

Over the next few years West Germany began to thrive (become successful) once again.  

The people of West Germany adopted a democratic form of government and by 1955 the 

Allied countries departed. 

In the divided city of Berlin people from the Communist side of the city would come over to 

West Berlin to shop for goods or fresh fruit, or go to a movie.  It was clear that life in West 

Berlin was considerable better.  Many Germany people of the city began moving to West 

Berlin.   

This became an embarrassment for the Soviets.  In 1961, the Soviet Union began building a 

wall in the city that separates the east from the west to prevent people in East Berlin from 

moving to West Berlin.  Overnight, great coils of barbed wire were unfolded, and soon a 12 

foot high fence of concrete with armed guards in high watchtowers divided the city.  Even 

land mines were placed close to the wall to prevent people from moving to West Berlin.  

Search lights at night, and military vehicles patrolled the wall.  Any attempt to climb the 

wall met with a swift death.   

After World War II 



 

Post WWII - Rebuilding Europe and Japan 

 
How did the rebuilding of Europe 
differ after WWII than it did during 
WWI? 
 
 
 
 
 
What was the Marshall Plan? 
 
 
 
 
 
What were 2 goals of the Marshall 
Plan? 
1.  
 
 
2.  

 
 
How did the U.S. help Japan 
rebuild? 
1.  
 
 
2.  

 
 
3.  
 
What is the United Nations? 
 
 
 
 
Has the United Nations been 
successful? How? 

 

After WWII, most of Europe and Japan were in ruins.  Fifty million 
people had lost their lives and millions were homeless. 70% of the 
transportation, communication, industries, roads, and buildings had 
been destroyed. As a new world superpower, the United States felt 
that it should help rebuild the war-torn areas. They hoped this would 
promote economic and political stability.  
 
Unlike the end of WWI, the Allies of WWII did not ask for reparations, 
or payment from the defeated nations. The United States realized that 
the huge war reparations demanded after World War I had actually 
worsened the world-wide depression. Instead, the United States 
created the Marshall Plan. This plan was named after President 
Truman’s secretary of state, General George C. Marshall.  It provided 
billions of dollars in financial aid to help rebuild European economies.  
 
The United States hoped that the Marshall Plan would also prevent the 
spread of communism.  Communism is a system of government in 
which all land, industries, and businesses are owned by the 
government and people have few rights.  
 
Although the United States and the Soviet Union had been allies 
during the war, this alliance changed. The U.S. grew concerned by the 
spread of Soviet influence and communism in post-war Europe. The 
U.S. strategy was to use the financial aid offered through the Marshall 
Plan to prevent communist ideas from spreading. The United States 
did not want communism to spread like fascism had after World War I.  
 
The United States also took a leading role in the rebuilding of Japan.  
At the end of World War II, Japan’s major cities, industries, agriculture, 
and transportation systems were severely damaged.  Beginning in 
1945, Japan was occupied by American troops.  A new constitution 
was written. A democratic form of government was adopted.  Japan 
slowly resumed self-government and became a strong ally of the 
United States. 
 
After World War II, the nations of the world once again wanted an 
organization that would help them safeguard world peace and prevent 
future global wars. This time the United States agreed. The 
international peacekeeping group is called the United Nations, or U.N.  
By joining the United Nations, the U.S. adopted a long-term foreign 
policy of internationalism.     
 

Summary  

 



 

 

Who was the Cold 

War between?  

 

 

 

 

 

What two events 

would the cold war 

become violent 

conflicts?  

1.    

 

2.  

 

What were these 

conflicts about?  

 

 

 

 
List three sources that 

the Cold War was 

about? 

1.   

 

 

2.    

 

 

3.  

 

 
What was the Truman 

Doctrine?  

 

 

 

 

 
How did the Truman 

Doctrine change 

America’s foreign 

policy? 

Conflict between Two Ideologies and a change in U.S. Forgeign Policy 
 

In February 1945, months before World War II ended, British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill expressed his belief that world peace could be near.  Churchill 

knew an Allies victory over the Axis Powers was close.  Churchill also recognized 
that a conflict between the Soviet Union and the rest of the Allies ideologies 
(beliefs) was beginning to create tensions between them.   

When World War II did end with Japan’s surrender, world peace did slip through 
their grasp. World War II was followed by a Cold War that pitted the United 

States and its Allies against the Soviet Union and its supporters. It was called a 
Cold War, but it would flare into violence in Korea and Vietnam, in an effort to 
stops the spread of communism. It would also flare up in many smaller conflicts. 

The period from 1946 to 1991 was punctuated by a series of East-West 
confrontations over Germany, Poland, Greece, Czechoslovakia, China, Korea, 
Vietnam, Cuba, and many other hot spots.  

In March 1946, Winston Churchill announced that "an iron curtain has descended 
across" Europe. On one side were the Communist nations; on the other side 
were non-Communist nations. 

One source of conflict between the United States and the Soviet Union was the fate of 
Eastern Europe. The United States was committed to free and democratic elections in 
Eastern Europe, while the Soviet Union wanted a buffer zone of friendly countries in Eastern 
Europe to protect it from future attacks from the West.  

Even before World War II ended, the Soviet Union had annexed the Baltic states of Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania, and parts of Czechoslovakia, Finland, Poland, and Romania. Albania 
established a Communist government in 1944, and Yugoslavia formed one in 1945. In 1946, 
the Soviet Union organized Communist governments in Bulgaria and Romania, and in 
Hungary and Poland in 1947. Communists took over Czechoslovakia in a coup d'etat in 
1948.  

Another source of East-West tension was control of nuclear weapons. In 1946, the Soviet 
Union rejected a U.S. proposal for an international agency to control nuclear energy 
production and research. The Soviets were convinced that the United States was trying to 
preserve its monopoly on nuclear weapons.  

A third source of conflict was post-war economic development assistance. The United States 
refused a Soviet request for massive reconstruction loans. In response, the Soviets called for 
substantial reparations from Germany.  In 1947, the Soviet Union was seeking to control 
areas around Greece and Turkey.  President Truman asked Congress for $400 million in 

economic and military aid for Greece and Turkey to prevent those countries from 
becoming Communist.  He also declared that it was the policy of the United 

States "to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by 
armed minorities or by outside pressures."  

Truman's overarching message described two ways of life that were engaged in a 
life-or-death struggle, one free and the other totalitarian. The United States 
would help free people to maintain their free institutions and their territorial 
integrity against movements that sought to impose totalitarian Communist) 
regimes.  This statement became known as the Truman Doctrine. 

The Truman Doctrine committed the United States to providing aid to countries 
resisting communist aggression and provided the first step toward what would 
become known as the Containment Policy.  



 

 

 

 

 

Conflict between Two Ideologies and a change in U.S. Forgeign Policy, continued  

 

However, Stalin was determined to control the countries that bordered the Soviet Union on 

the west.  Stalin established Communist governments there and controlled their 

governments, military, economy, and all natural resources.  Stalin did this to protect the 

Soviet Union from another attach by Germany as well as to expand the Soviet Empire. 

 

In another effort to stop the Soviet Union from spreading Communism, the United States 

and other democratic countries establish an organization called The North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) whose purpose was to stop the spread of Communism.  As a response 

to NATO, Joseph Stalin established an organization called The Warsaw Pact.  The objective 

of the Warsaw Pact was to spread Communism. 
  

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property is owned by the government     Property is privately owned  

Wealth is distributed equally      Wealth is not distributed evenly   

Press is owned and controlled by the government Freedom of the Press 

All members of society are considered to be equal People need freedom 

Competition creates greater accomplishments  Working together achieves more  

Government’s responsibility to meet people’s needs People should make their own 

                    living  

Democratic Government      Totalitarian Government  

Government controls the economy    Government should get involved  

         In economy as little as possibly 

         

 

  

CAPITALISM VS. COMMUNISM 



 

Major Events of the Cold War  

Germany Divided 

            West Berlin          East Berlin 

                 ___________________   ___________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why was Berlin 

divided after WWII? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why was the Berlin 

Wall built? 

 

Soon after World War II ended, it became clear that the Soviet Union and United 

States ideologies were not capablity.   The ageed upon plans for re-establishing 

Germany’s economy were not honored and both the United States and Soviet 

Union began trying to establish governments in Germany.  The results were 

dividing Germany into four sectors (sections) with the Soviet Union, United 

States, France and Great Britain each controllinga sector that would establish a 

democratic government.  Once this was done, the U.S., Great Britain, and France 

united their sectors to form West Germany.  The Soviet Union established a 

Communist government in East Germany.  Germany was now divided into East 

and West Germany.  Additonally, Berln, the German capital, was also divided into 

East and West Berlin.  East Berlin being democratic and West Berline being 

Communist.  Truman then announced the U.S. policy of containing Communism 

by supporting any country, both financially and militarily, to stop the spread of 

Communism.  The Cold War had begun. 

Life was much better in West Berlin where people shopped, went to the theater, 

and enjoyed fresh fruits and vegetables.  People in East Berlin began moving to 

West Berlin.  This became an embarassment to the Soviet Union.  To keep the 

people from East Berlin from moving to West Berlin, the Soviets built a 12 foot 

wall with watch towers and armed guards, land mines, and spotlights to keep the 

people from trying to escape to West Berlin.  Anyone caught was shot on sight. 

 



 

• Label North Korea Red 

• Label South Korea Blue 

• Who fought the Korean War? 
 

 

• Why was the Korea War fought?  

 

• Which part of Korea did the U.S. support?  

 

 

• What was the outcome of the Korean War? 

Korea was annexed and occupied by Japan since 

1910.  However, with the defeat of Japan in WWII, 

Japan lost Korea as a territory.  The Soviet Union and 

the United states had different opinions on the type of 

government Korea should become.  As a result, Korea 

was divided in half with North Korea becoming 

Communist and South Korea becoming Democratic.   

In 1950, North Korea, with the support of China and the Soviet 

Union, invaded South Korea hoping to create an all Korean 

Communist government.  President Truman felt that if one of the 

Asian countries fell to Communism neighboring countries would 

follow.  This belief became known as “The Domino Theory”.  

Truman sent U.S. troops into South Korea to help keep South 

Korea Democratic.  The fighting between North and South Korea 

continued for three years until 1953.  The conflict ended in a 

stalemate (tie).  To this day, North Koreas remain a communist 

country and South Korea remains a Democratic country. 

Korean War:  1950 -  1953 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cuban Missile Crisis:  1961 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cuba 

Cuba is located 90 miles off the coast of Florida.  In 1959, Cuba was taken over by a dictator named Fidel Castro 

and created a Communist government.  In April of 1961, the U.S. supported Cubans in an effort to invade Cuba and 

remove Castro from power.  This invasion failed.  Because the United States had nuclear missiles in Turkey and 

Italy that were pointed at the Soviet Union, Soviet leader, Nikita Khrushchev, proposed the Castro to place missiles 

in Cuba to prevent any future attempt by the United States to invade Cuba.  It was also a response to the United 

States for having missiles in Turkey pointed at the Soviet Union.  

U.S. spy planes flying over Cuba detected the missile sites and reported this to President Kennedy.  Kennedy was 

concerned and feared the missiles would be used to attack the United States. Kennedy responded by ordering a 

blockade around the Cuban island to stop all Soviet ships carrying missiles site materials from coming into Cuba. 

Kennedy demanded all missiles sites be dismantled (taken apart) and returned to the Soviet Union.  Nations 

around the world held their breath, watched and waited to see what would happen.  They knew the world was 

close to the first nuclear war that could destroy the world.  After four long days of discussions, the Soviets agreed 

to remove the missiles if the U.S. ended the blockade, promised to never again attempt to invade Cuba and 

removed the U.S. missiles in Turkey.   

This ended the event that is considered to be the closest  the world has ever come to a nuclear war even to this 

day. 

What was the Cuban Missile Crises 

about?  

 

 

Why was President Kennedy 

concerned?  

 

 

What was the result of the Cuban 

Missile Crisis?  

 

What is the importance of the 

Cuban Missile Crisis? 



 

The Vietnam War:  1955 – 1975 

           Vietnam during the Cold War                               Vietnam AFTER the Cold War 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vietnam had been a French colony before World War II but was invaded and occupied by Japan during the war.  

When Japan was defeated, Vietnam felt they would become a free country.  However, like Korea, Vietnam was 

divided into two parts, North Vietnam, which became Communist, and South Vietnam, which became Democratic. 

Also like Korea, North Vietnam invaded South Vietnam in an attempt to make all of Vietnam Communist.  Again like 

Korea, the United States supported South Vietnam with soldiers and supplies and the Soviet Union supported North 

Vietnam with supplies and soldiers.  

As the war began to take longer and longer, American citizens began to question why the United States was sending 

thousands of young men to war to die for a war they did not support.  Young people in the United States began to 

protest, , have sit-in, burn draft cards, and other forms of protests to the U.S. military involvement in Vietnam. 

In 1973, President Nixon agreed to a “cease-fire” (stop fighting) and withdrew U.S. troops from Vietnam.  Without 

the support of the U.S., the government of South Vietnam was forced to surrender to the military invasion of North 

Vietnam.  Vietnam was united and became a Communist country. 

Which part of Vietnam did the U.S. support?  

What was the outcome of the Vietnam War? 



 

 

What is meant by 

“glasnost”?   

 

 

 

What is meant by 

“perestroika”? 

 

 

 

 

 

What happened in 

Poland that started 

the downfall of 

Communism?  

 

 

 

 

How did Gorbachev 

react to this event?  

 

 

 

 

What were happened 

in East and West 

Berlin in 1989?  

 

 

 

 

What happened to 

Gorbachev as the 

leader of the Soviet 

Union? 

The Cold War Ends 

When Mikhail Gorbachev assumed power in the Soviet Union in 1985, no one predicted the 

revolution he would bring. A dedicated reformer, Gorbachev introduced the policies of 

glasnost and perestroika to the USSR. 

GLASNOST, or openness, meant a greater willingness on the part of Soviet officials to allow 

western ideas and goods into the USSR. PERESTROIKA was an initiative that allowed limited 

market incentives to Soviet citizens.   Gorbachev hoped these changes would be enough to 

spark the sluggish Soviet economy. Freedom, however, is addictive. 

The unraveling of the SOVIET BLOC began in Poland in June 1989. Despite previous Soviet 

military interventions in Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Poland itself, Polish voters elected a 

noncommunist opposition government to their legislature. The world watched with anxious 

eyes, expecting Soviet tanks to roll into Poland preventing the new government from taking 

power. 

Here, crews of German troops tear down the Berlin Wall. While many had taken axes and 

picks to the Wall upon the collapse of Communism in Germany in 1989, the official 

destruction of the Berlin Wall did not begin until June, 1990. 

Gorbachev, however, refused to act. 

Like dominoes, Eastern European communist dictatorships fell one by one. By the fall of 

1989, East and West Germans were tearing down the BERLIN WALL with pickaxes. 

Communist regimes were ousted in Hungary and Czechoslovakia. On Christmas Day, the 

brutal Romanian dictator NICOLAE CEAUSESCU and his wife were summarily executed on 

live television. Yugoslavia threw off the yoke of communism only to dissolve quickly into a 

violent civil war. 

Demands for freedom soon spread to the Soviet Union. Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania 

declared independence. Talks of similar feelings were heard in UKRAINE, the CAUCASUS, 

and the CENTRAL ASIAN states.  Korbachev tried to maintain control of the Soviet 

government but had little support from the Soviet people and Soviet military.  Gorbachev 

was removed from office.  The Soviet Union was dissolved and the Cold War ended. 

 

 

 

 


