
Please note that the views contained herein re�ect the views of the individual School
Board member who is the publisher of this newsletter and may not re�ect the views of
the Loudoun County School Board and/or Loudoun County Public Schools. 

2022-23 Budget Update
The Loudoun County budget was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on April 5, 2022. It
underfunds LCPS' budget request by $21,514,432. Additionally, the state has not yet
�nalized the FY23 budget, so there may be an additional shortfall in state funding as
well. The Superintendent is recommending reconciling the LCPS budget to the $21.5M
county shortfall now and addressing the potential additional state shortfall later if
necessary. Based on the Superintendent’s recommended approach, the staff salary
increases that were included in our adopted budget (5% average increases) will remain
fully funded or nearly so IF there is no shortfall from the state. The Virginia legislature
has until June 30, 2022, to pass the state budget.
 
At the April 26th School Board meeting, we heard a presentation from LCPS' Chief
Financial O�cer, Sharon Willoughby, who shared a list of budget reduction suggestions
from staff. The full list of staff recommended cuts is available at
https://www.lcps.org/budget. There are $18.4M worth of cuts, along with $3.1M of
budget items that can use an alternative funding source, such as educational grants, to
get to the $21.5M total.
 
The School Board will hold a Public Hearing and work session on reconciliation on May
19th, and then vote on reconciliation and any amendments at the May 24th board
meeting.

April Recognitions

https://s.smore.com/e/behfm/-35tZX


At our April 26th meeting, I had the honor of congratulating our 2022 Principal of the
Year, Teacher of the Year, New Teachers of the Year, and VSBA Honor Roll businesses.

LCPS Principal of the
Year
Congratulations to Robert
Marple, Principal of Cedar
Lane Elementary School,
LCPS Principal of the Year
and the LCPS nominee for
the Washington Post
Principal of the Year Award.

LCPS Teacher of the
Year
Congratulations to Jordan
Markwood, the Choral
Director and Fine Arts
Department Chair at Rock
Ridge High School, who
was recognized as the
Loudoun County Teacher of
the Year AND the
Washington Post Teacher
of the Year.

VSBA Honor Roll
Businesses
Maverick Bikes, Heritage
Hall Healthcare and
Rehabilitation Centers, and
Landsdowne Resort were
recognized as VSBA
Business Honor Roll
businesses.

LCPS Strategic Planning Town Halls
To help shape the direction of the next strategic plan for Loudoun County Public
Schools, LCPS hosted a series of �ve Community Town Hall sessions around the
county in April. The meetings were facilitated by our partners at RTI International, with
support from LCPS staff and Board members. These sessions were designed to give
community members an opportunity to weigh in on the most important actions they'd
like to see the division take over the next �ve years, as well as programs and practices
they hope will be started and/or stopped. I attended the Town Hall at Stone Bridge High
School on Tuesday, April 19th, along with Board member Harris Mahedavi. It was great
to see so many members of the LCPS community sharing their vision for the direction
of our schools. We look forward to incorporating your feedback into the next round of
planning, and hope to continue the conversation with the community going forward.  

Virtual Loudoun Elementary Program to Continue for 2022-23 School
Year
At the April 26th School Board meeting, Superintendent Scott Ziegler shared that the
LCPS Elementary Distance Learning Program will continue in FY23 with the help of an
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Funds grant. These funds
are designed to help schools safely reopen and to address learning loss created by the
Covid--19 pandemic.
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Former Douglass High School Site Renamed
The School Board voted 6-0 (Morse/Mahedavi/Corbo absent) to name the former
Douglass High School site “The Historic Douglass High School Education and
Development Campus.” This was the name recommendation made by the
Commemorative Committee which has been advising the board on the renovations to
the Douglass campus. 

May School Board Proclamations
The School Board passed four proclamations at the April 26 School Board Meeting.
 
Teacher Appreciation Week Recognition and Educator Appreciation Month: This year,
May 1st through May 7th is designated as Teacher Appreciation Week. The School
Board wishes to not only honor and celebrate our teachers, but also recognize all
educators and staff who continue their unwavering commitment to support student
success. While May 1st through 7th is recognized as Teacher Appreciation Week, the
Loudoun County School Board recognizes the entire month of May as Educator
Appreciation Month. The School Board extends our sincere appreciation, gratitude, and
respect to all the educators who contribute to the success of our schools. 
 
May is Mental Health Awareness Month: In the month of May, LCPS strives to bring
mental illness into focus, encourages treatment for children and adolescents who might
bene�t, and reaches out to partner with our community agencies, private providers,
families, and others to overcome the stigma surrounding mental health.  
 
May is Jewish American Heritage Month: The School Board strongly encourages our
staff and community to observe, recognize, and celebrate the culture, heritage, and
contributions of Jewish Americans who have contributed immeasurably to the fabric of
American history, culture, science, education, and justice.
 
May is Asian American and Paci�c Islander History Month: The School Board strongly
encourages our staff and community to observe, recognize, and celebrate the culture,
heritage, and contributions of Asian Americans and Paci�c Islanders to our country, the
Commonwealth of Virginia, our beautifully diverse county, and our schools during Asian
American and Paci�c Islander Heritage Month and throughout the school year.

Representatives for Parent Advisory Group Needed
LEAF, the Loudoun Education Alliance of Families, is a newly formed parent advisory
group for the School Board. LEAF will be a voice for parents to elevate educational
concerns and provide feedback to the board on current or proposed policies or issues.
Parents guardians and primary caregivers of children attending LCPS are invited to serve



on the Alliance for a term of one year. The group will meet monthly during the school
year to advise the School Board and serve as liaisons to their communities. LEAF is still
in need of parent representatives from many of our schools, so if you would like to
participate in the advisory group and your school does not yet have a representative,
please contact your principal or reach out to the PTO/PTA/PTSO to volunteer. Thank
you!

Blue Ridge District Students Selected for All-Virginia Chorus
The All-Virginia Chorus event was held from April 21-23rd in Henrico and showcased the
talents of 23 LCPS students. Six of those students were from Blue Ridge District high
schools. Students �rst auditioned for the District Chorus in February, and those students
selected could then audition to participate in the State Chorus event. Congratulations to
Chloe Anderson, Keira Anderson, Logan Buckley, and Jocie Schnee from Loudoun Valley
High School, Molly Burnett from Woodgrove High School, and Taylor Livingston from
Lightridge High School for their outstanding performances. Congratulations are also in
order for the alternates who were selected, LVHS student Allyson Bell and Matthew
Murray and Brielle Schermerhorn from Woodgrove High School.

Blue Ridge Middle School Culinary Team
Competes in Cooking Challenge
The Blue Ridge Middle School Culinary Team represented
Loudoun County Public Schools at the Real Food for Kids
Culinary Challenge held on March 5 in Fairfax. Students
were challenged to create a lunch or breakfast that
meets nutritional guidelines for schools. This year’s theme was “Farm to Table.” All
recipes were plant-focused and 50 percent of the ingredients had to be locally sourced.
 
The Blue Ridge Culinary Team prepared months in advance, meeting after school since
November. The team’s sponsor, Family and Consumer Science teacher Holly Myers,
guided the team to research, test, edit and master the recipes they took to the
competition. The team presented the Confetti Skillet with Beurre Bosc Pears for the
lunch showcase dish and Payne’s Farm Hash for the breakfast showcase dish. Students
prepared a sample for the judges and presented in front of a panel of judges that
included area chefs and food critics. Way to go, Bulldogs! 

May Dates to Remember
May 1 - May 7: Teacher Appreciation Week
Monday, 5/2: Student/Staff Holiday
Tuesday, 5/10, 4:00 pm: Second Tuesday School Board Meeting
Wednesday, 5/11, 5:00 pm: School Board & Cabinet Strategic Planning Work Session
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Thursday, 5/19, 5:30 pm: FY23 Operating Budget School Board Work Session/Public
Hearing
Tuesday, 5/24, 3:00-5:00 pm: Virtual O�ce Hours
Tuesday, 5/24, 5:00 pm: Fourth Tuesday School Board Meeting
Monday, 5/30: Student/Staff Holiday

May Virtual O�ce Hours
O�ce hours for constituents will be held this month on Tuesday, May 24th, from 3:00 pm
to 5:00 pm. I look forward to hearing your questions and concerns.
Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4CACA823A7F4C34-mayvirtual1 

Parents/guardians who do not wish to receive future issues of School Board member
newsletters should follow the instructions found in the Blackboard Mass Noti�cations
FAQs to opt-out of receiving email messages. 

Stay in Touch
email: ian.serotkin@lcps.org
phone: 571-252-2411
facebook: Ian Serotkin, Vice Chair, Loudoun County
School Board | Facebook

Ian Serotkin
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