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SUBJECT:  Attendance Expectations for the 2020-2021 School Year 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  

Welcome back to the new school year and an unprecedented approach to learning through 
robust virtual learning experiences.  Given the coronavirus pandemic and associated mandates from the 
Virginia Governor, State Health Commissioner, and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
recommendations, LCPS has developed several practices and procedures to promote safe and healthy 
learning environments for our students, employees, and visitors.  The new school year will begin with 
100% distance learning for most students and a hybrid model for some students as directed by the 
School Board.  As health and safety conditions allow, we look forward to welcoming more students 
back to an in-person, bricks and mortar learning environment.     

In accordance with the Code of Virginia, 22.1-254, attendance is compulsory for students 
enrolled in LCPS and all students are required to attend school regularly, whether scheduled for 100% 
distance learning or hybrid learning. As critical partners with school staff, parents/guardians are 
expected to ensure their student actively participates in synchronous and asynchronous activities. It is 
important for your student to be present and engaged using the online tools and instructional resources 
provided.  The entire LCPS team is ready to support students and families as the 2020-21 school year 
begins. 

The following attendance practices will be in place during 100% distance learning and hybrid learning:  

• LCPS staff will record student attendance daily during synchronous learning; 
• LCPS staff will record student attendance by monitoring participation engagement and task 

completion during asynchronous learning; 
• Parents/guardians must report student absences and/or tardies to school staff when the student 

is unable to participate in learning, including asynchronous days;  
• Parents/guardians may report the absences by calling the school attendance hotline or emailing 

the school-designated attendance contact; 
• When parents/guardians do not report their student absences or tardies; school personnel will 

call to identify the reason for missing instruction;  
• School staff (counselors, attendance officers, student support specialists, social workers, 

support specialists, and others) are readily available to help students in the distance and hybrid 
learning models.  

 
In addition to unexpected family emergencies, below are some reasons why students may not 

be able to participate in distance learning: 
 



Loudoun County Public Schools 
Department of Pupil Services 

21000 Education Court 
Ashburn, Virginia 20148 

Telephone:  571-252-1022 
FAX:  571-252-1242 

 
• Student illnesses 
• Religious holiday observances 
• Lack of reliable internet connections  
• Lack of internet connection due to a family hardship 

 
It is important that you immediately notify your student’s teacher/administrator if your family 

is experiencing challenges in accessing online instruction.  The LCPS team can help problem solve the 
concern and can offer appropriate support and resources.  LCPS has purchased a limited quantity of 
mobile internet hotspots to ensure access to internet-based instruction for qualifying students during 
distance learning. 
 

Parents/guardians may request a Temporary Remote Attendance Exception, IF they do not have 
internet or have limited internet access due to a family hardship. Temporary Remote Attendance 
Exception requests must be approved by the principal/designee and renewed weekly, if needed. 
Connection and collaboration with your student’s school will support learning and help solve any 
barriers that you may have as we enter this unprecedented school year.  More information related to the 
Temporary Remote Attendance Exception is available the LCPS attendance webpage, 
https://www.lcps.org/Page/220883, and a link will be available on your school webpage. 
 

Thank you for ensuring that your student is connected, engaged, and ready to learn.  Best 
wishes for an outstanding year.  Please review the 2020-2021 Student Rights and Responsibilities 
handbook for more information related to the Virginia Compulsory Attendance Law. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Asia R. Jones, Ed.D. 
Assistant Superintendent 
 

https://www.lcps.org/Page/220883
https://issuu.com/lcpspio/docs/2020-2021_srr_final-english_8.13.20
https://issuu.com/lcpspio/docs/2020-2021_srr_final-english_8.13.20

	SUBJECT:  Attendance Expectations for the 2020-2021 School Year

