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Happy New Year!! I hope that you enjoyed your winter break and
were able to rest a little. Routines are very important to keep for the
students as this will help ensure a positive experience here at school! Please
remember that students need to be in their seats in the classroom by
7:50 a.m. or they are marked tardy.
Please mark your calendars for the start of the 2019-2020 school year.
On the next page is the complete calendar adopted by the School Board.
Congratulations to our Geography Bee classroom representatives
Sophie Matthes, Isabelle Freidson, Nalin Thongdygnarath, Cassius Wilcox,
Nadir Arif, Noor Medarwash, Hampton Brown, Julian Hasbrouck, Marjorie
Hotelling, and Carlos Montoya-Mundo. The winner of the Geography Bee
was Cassius Wilcox. He will complete the written portion of the Geography
Bee test online in January. We wish him good luck as he awaits the results.
During the month of January we will have our annual Spelling Bee
with our fifth grade students. They will compete against each other on
Thursday, January 10th at 8:30 a.m. We wish our students good luck!
During the winter months there may be weather that impacts school.
You will receive a phone call from Public Information with any updates about
school. Please make sure your contact information is up to date. You can log
on to ParentVUE to change phone numbers and email addresses. I have also
placed a copy of the inclement weather policy in this newsletter.

With Cougar Pride,
Richard Rudnick
Richard Rudnick, Principal

The Loudoun County School Board adopted the calendar for the 2019-20 school year at its
Tuesday, December 11th, meeting.
Following is the adopted student calendar:
August 22: First Day of School
September 2: Holiday (Labor Day)
October 14: Holiday (Columbus Day)
October 28: Student Holiday (County-Wide Staff Development)
November 1: End of the Grading Period
November 4-5: Student Holidays (Planning/Records/Conference Days)
November 27-29: Holiday (Thanksgiving)
December 23-January 3: Winter Break (Classes Resume January 6)
January 17: End of Grading Period
January 20: Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
January 21: Moveable Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day)*
February 17: Holiday (Presidents’ Day)
March 3: Student Holiday (County-Wide Staff Development)
March 26: End of Grading Period
March 27: Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day)
April 6-10: Holiday (Spring Break)
May 25: Holiday (Memorial Day)
June 9: Last Day of School/End of Grading Period

*Note to parents with childcare or other weekday scheduling concerns:
The date of the Moveable Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters
may change if the school calendar must be changed due to school closings for inclement weather or
other emergencies.

INCLEMENT WEATHER INFORMATION

It is that time of year again, when we need to watch for inclement weather. When the Loudoun
County Public Schools experiences inclement weather conditions, the safety of our students
and staff is the most important consideration.
How are school cancellations communicated? In the event that weather or other reasons
require either closing or delaying the opening of school before buses start on their routes,
announcements will be made over the radio and TV stations listed below by 6:00 A.M. These
stations are notified by direct calls and should be the primary stations that are monitored.
What if bad weather arrives when children are in school? If severe weather strikes while students are in school, a
decision to close school for the remainder of the day may be made. Activating the transportation system due to inclement
weather takes time. See two hour early closing information.
In the event of early closing of school due to weather or other causes, each student must have specific instructions for
getting home or to the day care provider. School personnel cannot call parents nor should parents call the school as the
phone lines need to be kept open for emergencies and instructions from the central office.
Where can parents find information about school closings? When conditions require school closings or early
dismissal of students, announcements will be given to the following radio and TV stations:

DELAYED OPEN

1 Hour Delay

2 Hour Delay

Kindergarten—Fifth Grade

8:50 2:35

9:50—2:35

EARLY CLOSING

1 Hour Early Closing

2 Hour Early Closing

Kindergarten—Fifth Grade

Dismissal at 1:35 PM

Dismissal at 12:35 PM

Lunch will be served to all Kindergarten—Fifth grade classes and all afternoon activities are
canceled.

Cougar Bookmarks:
the Countryside Library Newsletter
January 2019

The Virginia Readers’ Choice Program
Did you know? Each year the Countryside Elementary Library participates in a state-wide
program called the “Virginia Readers’ Choice Program”, which is sponsored by the Virginia
State Reading Association. The purpose of the program is to encourage young readers to
“become better acquainted with contemporary books with outstanding literary appeal, to
broaden students’ awareness of literature as a life-long pleasure, to encourage reading aloud
in classrooms as a means of introducing reading for pleasure, and to honor favorite books and
their authors.” (www.vsra.com/virginia-readers-choice-program)
Ten new titles are announced each year in both the categories of Primary (Grades K-2) and
Elementary (Grades 3-5). Students in Grades K-2 hear these ten books during their library
time, and then once they have heard all ten books, they get to vote for their favorite. Students all across the state of Virginia get to hear/read the same ten books and submit their
votes as well. Whichever book gets the most votes across the whole state of Virginia wins the
Virginia Readers’ Choice Award! Previous winners of the Primary Award include: The Gingerbread Man Loose in the School, Again!, Lion Vs. Rabbit, I Yam a Donkey, and You Must
Be This Tall. Students love to check out the books from this program!
Students in Grades 3-5 do not hear their ten books from the Elementary List during their library time, since their list mostly consists of chapter books. Instead, students are encouraged
to read these books on their own time. (The Countryside library has 4 copies of each book,
and the Loudoun County Public Library has dozens of each!) If a student reads 4 or more
books from the list (and is able to provide proof that they read them), they are eligible to vote
for their favorite! It is an entirely optional program that students can choose to, or not to,
participate in!
I encourage you to talk to your children about the books or read them together!
Here are the Primary (K-2) and Elementary (3-5) lists for the 2018-2019 school year!

Notes from the Music Room
Congratulations again to our 4th graders for putting on a wonderful musical in November! We have a talented bunch of students here at Countryside!
Every month Mrs. Rife and Ms. Howell pick one or two outstanding classes to earn ‘Music
Class of the Month.’ Congratulations to our winners so far: Mrs. Sternberg’s 1st grade class and
Mrs. Mosley’s 4th grade class in October, Ms. Biggs’ kindergarten class in November, and Mrs.
Baier’s 5th grade class and Mrs. Coggins’ 3rd grade class in December. We are on the lookout
for the next Music Class of the Month!
Remember to follow the music department on Twitter! Follow us @CESMusicLCPS. We
are uploading sound clips of classes performing in a variety of ways. You don’t have to have a
Twitter account to listen to the clips! Simply go to Twitter.com and in the search box, type
‘CESMusicLCPS.’ Please note: you cannot listen to the sound clips through the Twitter app– it
must be from an internet source.
4th and 5th grade parents: January marks the start of our recorder unit. During the
study of recorder, students learn how to read notes, rhythm, symbols, and other elements of music. Students will be given playing tests; therefore practicing at home at least twice a week will
be required. It is not possible to learn how to play an instrument without practicing at home!
Bringing both the recorder and the book are an essential part of the program. If students do not
bring either of these items, they will be marked unprepared for class, which will affect their music grade. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Rife or Ms. Howell.
3rd graders will start out the New Year by reviewing note names and creating new songs
by playing melody cards. They will also learn a dramatic ballad and add new verses! They will
then begin World Music Drumming. They will learn about different African style drums such
as tubanos and djembes, and will perform in a drumming ensemble.
2nd graders will work on rhythms, group and solo singing, accents, ties, and form. Shortly
thereafter they will begin working on their musical, “Awesome Animals.” The date of their musical is Thursday, May 2nd at 7:00 PM. Mark your calendars! 2nd grade parents: please visit
the music website and the 2nd grade musical page. I will continually update it with important
information and forms.
1st graders will continue to work on skills such as steady beat, rhythms, fast/slow, loud
soft, same/different, and will also work on concepts such as melodic direction, the music staff,
form, and pitched and unpitched percussion instruments.
Kindergarten will continue working on various uses of the voice, singing songs, demonstrating a steady beat, playing patterns on instruments, and responding to music with movement.
Musically Yours,

Mrs. Rife and Ms. Howell

