
 Countryside Elementary hosted its third community dinner led by 

teachers and students.  It was a huge success!  It was so nice to see our 

students enjoy and value the true meaning of giving back to their 

community. 

  The PTA hosted its annual Holiday Bazaar. We would like to 

thank all of our vendors that participated.  Thank you to all of the staff 

members who gave up their Saturday to help the students shop in the 

holiday store.  Also, what a terrific job our holiday chorus did entertaining all 

of the families and guests.  The chorus was directed by Mrs. Rife and Ms. 

Howell. 

 Our annual Geography Bee, will be held on  Friday, December 14th.  

This event will be for our fourth and fifth grade students.  In January we will 

have our Spelling Bee for our fifth grade students. 

 As we head into the new year, it is extremely important to keep the 

routines that we have established.  Please remember that your child must be 

in their classroom by 7:50 a.m. otherwise they will be considered tardy.  They 

are missing valuable instruction each time that they are late. 

 Finally, I would like to take this time to wish each of you a happy 

holiday season.  Enjoy the winter break with your children, and don’t forget 

to read!  Have a safe and Happy New Year!  We will see everyone back at 

Countryside Elementary on Wednesday, January 2, 2019. 

 

     

 With Cougar Pride, 

Richard Rudnick 

Richard Rudnick, Principal 
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DECEMBER 
 

5 PTA                
Fundraiser Pick 
Up 

 
7 PTA Chuck E 

Cheese 
 
12 Interims  

Available on 
ParentVue 

 
14 8:30 a.m.    

Geography Bee 
(4th and 5th 
grade) 

 
19 PTA Cookie 

Exchange 
 
21 Winter Break 

Begins 
 
24 Winter Break 

Continues 
 
31 Winter Break 

Continues 
 

JANUARY 
 
1 Winter Break 

Continues 
 
2 Classes       

Resume 
 
10 8:30 a.m.  

Spelling Bee 
(5th Grade 
Only) 

 
10 6:30 p.m. PTA 

Meeting 
 
17 End of second 

marking period 
 



Second and Third Grades 

Countryside Counselor’s Corner 

December 2018  
We are: 

Ready to Learn 
Respectful 
Responsible 

4th Grade 
All about GRATITUDE 

Let’s talk about the positive things in our life that we are 
grateful.  These thoughts are what we draw from when we need 
to feel better about ourselves and trust in ourselves that we are 
capable.   Studies have shown that students are more confident, 
feel less envious of others, and have a more positive outlook for 
their future. 

“Self Control”  Who Controls Our Actions?  

“Self-Control is “when I am in charge of what I do 
and what I say.”   

This is the lesson our 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 graders are 
learning in Guidance. 

Our School Counselors are teaching a three-stop 
approach to practicing self-control:  Stop, Think, 
and Choose.    

 
STOP 
Stop what you are doing and calm down.  You can 

calm down by breathing deeply. 
 
THINK 
Think to yourself, “What is the problem? What are my 

choices? What are the consequences?” 
 
CHOOSE 
Make your choice.  You may want to talk with an 

adult that you trust first. 

 

 
   
 

Kimberly.Shoemaker@lcps.org 
Kimberly.Skinner@lcps.org 

Ask your Kindergartners and First Graders about the 3 great ways to get along with 
others.  Through the story telling of Howard B. Wigglebottom, we know that 

everybody needs a chance to be right.  We have also discussed that everyone should 
have a turn and have a say.    

 

5
th
 Grade:  Self Exploration / Careers 

 
What are my interests? 
What do I enjoy most? 
What am I good at? 

 
These questions are important for young 
people to start thinking about in relation to 
setting goals, knowledge of the career clusters, 
and realistic expectations about education as it 
pertains to career choice. 

mailto:Kimberly.Shoemaker@lcps.org
mailto:Kimberly.Skinner@lcps.org


Cougar Bookmarks: 

the Countryside Library Newsletter 

THANK YOU!!!! 

Thank you for helping to make the Book Fair a success– even with the snow day 

and delay! We especially appreciate the many amazing volunteers! 

• Over 60 books were purchased for teachers from their wish-lists. 

• More than 70 students (2 from each class) received a free book from the book 

fair because of the Jeans Day fundraiser that teachers held in November. 

Profits from this fall’s book fair will be used toward the purchase of future author 

visits, new nonfiction books in the 200-300 Dewey range, and more Book Club 

book sets! 

 

December 2018 

Author Visits 

This fall the author Saadia Faruqi came to visit our school to talk to students in  

K-2 about her book series, “Yasmin”. Students in third grade got to have a Skype 

visit with the author of the “Ranger in Time” book series, Kate Messner. Students 

in Mrs. Redman’s fifth grade Battle of the Books club got to have a Skype visit 

with “Shelby Holmes” author Elizabeth Eulberg. 

Coming up in December, second graders will be Skyping with “Lady Pancake and 

Sir French Toast” author Josh Funk.  

Here’s what students are learning about this month in Library: Kindergarteners are 

beginning to hear Virginia Reader’s Choice books. First graders are comparing and contrasting 

different Gingerbread Man stories.  Second graders are hearing books written by the author 

Josh Funk and making predictions based on characters in a series. Third Graders are learning 

about different fiction genres and hearing book talks about new series that they might enjoy in 

those genres. Fourth Graders are reviewing fiction text structures such as problem and solution 

in classic stories such as “Ira Sleeps Over” and “Sylvester and the Magic Pebble”. Fifth graders 

are reviewing fiction text structures such as cause and effect.   


