
Minutes for Liberty Elementary PTA General Meeting 

held on Tuesday, January 14th, 2014 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:00pm 

 

Attendees:  Anaheeta Minwalla, George Essian, Julie Abel, Jennifer Wilhelm, Lawrence Tessier, Emily 

Parker, Crystal Geller, Taryn Henderson, Chris Jackson-Coates, Vicki Schoenly, Anne Corej, Andrea 

Jones, Rebecca Coffren, Gina and Jon Fink, John Hovell, Ms. Fisher, Maya Melhem, Paul Pack, Diane 

Insari, Dr. Atwater, and Lisa Teetz. 

 

Anaheeta Minwalla introduced herself as the PTA President. Anaheeta passed around prior November 

minutes for attendees to review for approval later in the meeting. Largest turnout of the school year. 

Quick meeting because of a guest speaker at 7:30pm. Please keep talk time to less than 3 minutes. 

 

Treasurer's Report- Lisa Teetz. See attached report. Not much happened since the last meeting. Teacher 

 allotments paid. Another request came in for the 1
st
 grade field trip. Can someone make a 

 motion to raise the field trip budget? Emily Parker made a motion to increase the field trip 

 budget $500. to ensure that all the 1
st
 grade students can go on their field trip. Lawrence Tessier 

 was the second to endorse and the motion passed. 

 

Principal's Comments- Mr. Pack 

 Ms. Insari and Mr. Pack attended a meeting about the Loudoun County Public Schools 

 Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2015 by Dr. Hatrick. The attached sheet can be found at 

 LCPS.org and click Budget Information under Quick Links. Also, there is a Budget Guide 

 located in the front office to view. Important points of weakness to pass on to parents: Pay 

 freezes for 3 of the last 5 years, which makes it difficult to recruit new teachers.  Compensation 

 discrepancy of SAG in salary (Not much difference in compensation between new teachers and 

 those teachers with years of experience.) Budget funding increases with growth and opening 3 

 new buildings. However, Cost Per Pupil for FY 2015 is down compared  to 2009. A bond 

 referendum is coming about having all 4
th

 to 12
th

 grade students with their own  device with 

 interactive functions.  A parent asked Mr. Pack, “What kind of device?” iPAD? Laptop? 

 Chrome book? Mr. Pack responded that the type of device has not been decided yet. The 

 teachers would receive the device first, then the 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade students next. To continue 

 the greatness of Loudoun County and keep competitive, parents need to speak up at the Budget 

 meetings. 

  

President's Report- Anaheeta Minwalla 

 To reiterate what Mr. Pack said, please check the website for Budget public hearing dates 

 coming in late February. Strongly encourage parents to attend. The next School Board meeting 

 times are set for January 16
th

 and 21
st
 at 6:30pm-10pm. 

 McDonald's Spirit Night: Received check in the amount of $344.62 

 Stone Ridge 5k: Received check in the amount of $1,772.43 

 ChickFila required flyers to be turned in at order so we did not do as well.  Also, ChickFila cut 

 hours, so #'s were down. Received $307.52 from ChickFila. Usually about $500. No ChickFila 

 for February Spirit Night. It will change to Glory Days. Please bring in your Glory Days 

 receipts to school for credit. 

  January volunteer winner- Beverly Weatherly, who subbed for the SEARCH teacher, Mrs. 

 Schoenly. 



 Matball moved to April due to scheduling conflict with Freedom High School. Did not want 

 Matball too close to STEM day, so looking at Thursday, April 24
th

, and rain date of Tuesday, 

 April 29
th

. 

 

VP Events- Emily Parker for Tom Parker. 

 International Festival is on January 24
th

, which is a week from Friday. Music teachers working 

 on performances with each grade level. Bring food and you can taste too. Each grade will have 

 displays. Also, there will be a scavenger hunt, books read from around the world, and face 

 painting. 

 

VP Fundraising- Anaheeta for Harsh Govind. 

 Coming soon- Classic cookie dough fundraiser starts around March 7
th

, 2014. 

 Reflections program winners have been determined. Participants get a certificate and winners 

 get a trophy. Mr. Pack will get a date soon for the reception. 

 

VP Committees- Anaheeta for Adrienne Torres.  Need a Photography and Copy Committee Chair. 

 After School Enrichment- Drama and Chess club all year. Spring session starts March 4
th

 for an 

 8 week session (skip Spring Break). Flyers coming home in the Thursday folders soon. 

 Beautification- on hold because of cold. 

 Box tops- Lynn Hood. January contest: Class with the most Box Tops turned in wins a popsicle 

 party. Fall check received $2,035.61. Another check will arrive in April. 

 Directory- Chris Jackson-Coates. Directory was emailed December 19
th

, 2013. 

 Green team- Air quality flags being used. 

 LEAP- New chair found Eric Amrhein, and Julie Abel is our LEAP Rep. back up. Julie attended 

 the December and January meetings. STEM presentations were made by J. Michael Lunsford's 

 Principal Slevin and the 2015 budget by Dr. Hatrick. Please see the Loudoun website under 

 “LEAP” to view presentations.  The next LEAP meeting is on February 12
th

 with the topic of 

 Cyber Safety. 

 MSAAC- Andrea Jones. The next MSAAC meeting is tomorrow and Dr. Hatrick will discuss 

 the 2015 budget. Meetings held the 3
rd

 Wednesday of each month. Please check website for any 

 changes. Looking for a new chair for MSAAC for the upcoming school year who is willing to 

 attend once a month meetings and report back to the PTA. 

 Newsletter- Gina Fink. Articles/pictures are due to Gina by Friday, January 31
st
. Before sending 

 Gina pictures,  please make sure you ask permission of the subjects in the photographs that they 

 will be  used on the internet. February newsletter will go out Thursday, February 6
th

. 

 Odyssey of the Mind- Dheepa Iyer. More coaches came forward, so the kids were not turned 

 away from OM participation. Lisa cut a check early to save money. 

 Playground- Tom Parker. Tom continues to work on bringing small basketball hoops bolted into 

 the ground for the kindergarten teachers, who are very excited. 

 SEAC: Paula Augenstein is not here. Report attached. 

 Website: send Cyrus Minwalla any website updates. 

 

Corresponding Secretary- Taryn Henderson. Shout outs will go in the next newsletter. 

 

New Business- Customary to donate money to a new school. Last week at the Executive meeting, we 

 chose $500. as a good gesture for the new school named Cardinal Ridge Elementary. Attendees 

 discussed that the Library has books to start the school year, although not as extensive as 

 Liberty's after book fair events. Also, PTO vs. PTA was discussed. If Cardinal Ridge becomes a 

 PTO, then there are tax implications because they are not part of a larger association like PTA. 



 Cardinal Ridge must be a PTA to receive a donation from Liberty PTA. Hundreds of kids are 

 leaving Liberty. A parent suggested to donate an amount that represents the  percentage of the 

 students leaving. All agreed to defer the discussion to April after the bills are paid off, and we 

 know where we stand financially. 

  

 Motion to approve November minutes. Julie Abel made a motion to approve the Executive and 

 General Minutes from November 2013. Crystal Geller was the second to endorse and the 

 motion passed. 

 

Next General PTA Meeting on Tuesday, February 11, 2014 from 7:00 – 8:00pm. 

It's 7:30pm and time for our guest speaker. 

 

 Mr. Pack and Anaheeta Minwalla worked for 2 months to nominate Liberty teacher Emily 

 Parker for the Agnes Myers Award.  

 The third grade team of teachers presented a book of well wishes and card to Emily Parker. 

 Surprise guests who spoke: Mr. Hovell, Ms. Fisher, Ms. Melhem, former PTA President Gina 

 Fink, PTA President Anaheeta Minwalla, Ms. Insari, Principal Paul Pack, and former Principal 

 Dr. Atwater. 

 Highlights of comments about Mrs. Parker: “A seasoned teacher.” “She is teacher of the year in 

 my opinion.” “She's the go to person. How can we make this happen?, person.” “Emily is 

 extraordinary, a game changer, including smarts, talent, drive, and passionate.” “Does she know 

 the curriculum? Yes, the big picture and the details. She sees both and thought about it already 

 before the meeting.” “We are so lucky to have you(referring to Mrs. Parker).” 

 Anaheeta told Mrs. Parker before adjourning, “You are our teacher of the year!” 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:44pm 

 

 


