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Upcoming Events

January 2020
6 – Classes Resume
7 – DARE/5th Grade
9 – 5th Grade Spelling Bee, 9:15 am
9 – Orchestra Night at Simpson MS,
7:00 pm
13 – 5th Grade Committee Meeting,
7:00 pm
14 – Lego League Information Meeting,
6:00 pm
14 – PTA Meeting, 7:00 pm
15 – Color Day: Gray for Growth Mindset
17 – End of 2nd Grading Period

20 – MLK Jr. Day – Student Holiday
21 – Student Holiday – Teacher Workday
21 – Spirit Day at Atomic Trampoline,
11-1 pm
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Principal’s Corner
Dear Parents and Students,
On behalf of the faculty and staff at Sycolin Creek, I would like
to take this opportunity to extend my warmest wishes for a very
happy and healthy holiday season. I trust that you will be able
to enjoy some time to rest and relax with friends and family.
It’s hard to believe that when school resumes on January 6th
we will be a few short weeks away from the mid-point of the
school year! The new year is likely to bring us wintry weather
conditions, which might result in school closings and/or delays.
Please refer to the school closing and early dismissal
information that was sent home earlier in the school year,
which includes ensuring that your child’s teacher has your most
recent and accurate emergency dismissal information. As
always, the most up-to-date information about the impact of
inclement weather conditions on the school schedule can be
accessed on the Loudoun County Public School website—
www.lcps.org.
Our wonderfully supportive PTA is deserving of a special
Thank You for sponsoring the cookie exchange for our school
staff members! There are a lot of amazing bakers at Sycolin
Creek and we will certainly enjoy these holiday treats!

23 – Moveable Monday Schedule
24 – Report Cards available in ParentVUE

Once again, best wishes for a happy holiday season.

28 – DARE/5th Grade
31 – PTA Family Dance, 6:30 pm
See On-Line Calendar for
Additional Activity Dates and Times

Sincerely,
Derek Racino
Principal

If due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to participate meaningfully in any activity at
Sycolin Creek Elementary, please contact the school office at 571-252-2910,
at least five working days prior to the event.

Change in Student Dismissal
Please make sure to send a note or call the office if
your child is going home a different way from the
normal routine. We cannot take a child’s word for
a change. We must have communication from the
parent. If we do not have it, the child will be sent
home the normal way.

School Closings or Early Dismissal
When conditions require school closings or early
dismissals of students, announcements will be made
on local radio and television stations. Families will
also receive a Connect-Ed call from the school
system.
Information about school closings can be found on the
LCPS main web page under:
Quick Links Closing/Delay Information

Geography Bee
Congratulations to all of the 4th and 5th grade students who
participated in the Geography Bee:
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Lindsey Armitage
Amira Bradshaw
Olivia DePiro
AJ Dvorznak
Gabe Karnas
Alexander Long
Owen Manning
Taylor Rice
Gavin Troup
Arden Whipple

Arden Whipple from Mrs. Nacin’s 5th grade class was the School
Champion! Our runner-up was Gabe Karnas from Mrs. Davis’ 4h grade
class!

Art News
December has flown by so fast. We’ve been making winter themed
art in the lower grades and 1 and 2 point perspective in the upper
grades.

MSAAC Committee Information
MSAAC, The Minority Student
Achievement Advisory Committee
works in partnership with Loudoun
County Public Schools staff, parents,
and community to further academic,
social, and cultural development of
every student and to ensure that the
needs of all minority students are met.
The group meets at the LCPS
Administration building on the third
Wednesday of each month at 7:00
p.m. All meetings are open to the
public. The upcoming agenda and the
minutes of previous meetings are
posted on the school system website
at www.lcps.org under the “School
Board” button, and “Committees”
selection option.

Winter Holiday
Our Winter Holiday began after school
on Friday, December 20th.
School will reopen on January 6th.

We are still collecting toilet paper and paper towel rolls, ribbons, yarn,
raffia, etc. Thank you to those of you who have been able to send
things in to school. These items are always appreciated!
The Art Stars for December were:
Kindergarten – Mrs. Morris’ class
1st grade – Mrs. Albecker’s class
2nd grade – Mrs. Anderson’s class
3rd grade – Mrs. Donnally’s class
4th grade – Mrs. Jacques’ class
5th grade – Mrs. Wong’s class
Thank you for the continued support of the Sycolin Creek Art
Program.
Dr. Bennett and Mrs. Saverino

The Reading Nook
January’s Reading Tip
of the Month
A quick and easy way to support your
child’s reading skills is to turn on the
closed caption option on your
television set.

PBIS News
PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention Support) helps our salamanders be the best they can be!
The program focuses on teaching students to respect themselves, respect others and respect
property. Be on the lookout for a postcard outlining how your child has demonstrated the 3 Rs!
Another initiative at Sycolin Creek is our Cafeteria Behavior Wall. Classes who “stay on green”
see their Salamander move up a ladder. When they reach the top of the ladder (10 days of
positive behavior), they earn a sticker, and their class name is placed into a monthly drawing for
“Fun Dining” or similar reward voted on by the class.
To learn more about PBIS at Sycolin Creek follow this link: https://www.lcps.org/Domain/9453

Music News
In December, fifth graders worked on recorder songs, while fourth grade focused on syncopated rhythms and
singing – and got their recorders! First and second grade also worked on rhythms and singing. The Sycolin
Creek Singers performed their first concert on December 18th at Independence High School. All students
experienced the music of Tchaikovsky and participated in the Holiday Sing-a-long. Fifth grade also was able to
visit Brambleton Middle School and listen to their music ensemble on Thursday, December 19th.
In January, all students will begin by singing a school-wide song focusing on a variety of musical objectives by
grade-level. Fourth grade will be beginning to play their recorders and fifth grade will be playing recorder. All
fourth and fifth graders have another opportunity to sign up for chorus! Look for paperwork at the beginning of
January. Also, fifth grade All-County Chorus auditions will be held very soon after we come back. Look for that
paperwork the first week after break.
Our Rock Star Music Classes for December are:
Kindergarten – Mrs. Palovchik; 1st Grade – Ms. Bowns; 2nd Grade – Mrs. Brosan; 3rd Grade – Mrs. Donnally; 4th
Grade – Mrs. Jacques; 5th Grade – Mrs. Bigney
Congratulations to these classes for showing Rock Star behavior in the month of December!

CogAT Testing
During the month of February, second grade students in Loudoun County Public Schools will take the online
Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT), Form 7, Level 8. The CogAT measures general and specific cognitive skills that
allow a student to learn new tasks or solve problems in the absence of direct instruction.
Students’ verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal reasoning abilities are measured by three test batteries, each of which
is comprised of three subtests. Students typically complete three subtests per day, for three consecutive school
days, to complete all nine subtests. These tests are untimed; however, each day’s testing period usually does not
exceed 90 minutes. Students work through each subtest at his or her own pace, and the entire test is read aloud to
students by means of pre-recorded audio.
Students cannot prepare or study for the CogAT. Instead, they will have the opportunity to become familiar with test
items through teacher-directed practice activities. Additionally, practice questions, administered before the first
subtest, will familiarize students with the online testing environment.
Score reports will be available in ParentVue for parents/guardians in early April.
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher or Mrs. Jones, Assistant Principal at
Courtney.jones@lcps.org.

Sports Shorts!! P.E. Highlights
Congratulations to the following P.E. Star Students for the month of December:
5th grade – Taylor Rice & Caden Tarafdar
4th grade – Kai Keller & Talladega “Tally” Baker
3rd grade – Gary “Jax” Vincent & Quinn Campbell
2nd grade – James Starzec & Madison Strasburg
1st grade – Atticus Johns & Rowan DiCiurcio
Kindergarten – Mikaal Bukhari & Joelle “Joey” Bigney

Star Classes are Mrs. Reynolds 2nd grade class and Mrs. Parr’s 3rd grade classes.

Clinic News
Now that the cold and flu season is upon us we can work together to keep everyone healthy and happy. Teach
your child to wash his/her hands frequently with warm and soapy water. Teach them to cover their coughs and
sneezes with a tissue or their elbow. Serve a well balanced-diet with lots of fruit and vegetables. Remember that
kids ages 5-12 need 10 to 11 hours of sleep every night to stay healthy and perform up to their potential.
Please strongly consider keeping your child home if he or she:
* has been vomiting
* has symptoms that prevent him/her from participating fully in school such as excessive coughing,
sneezing, headaches, body aches, earaches, and a sore throat
* has a fever of 100 degrees or greater
Remember students who have fevers should be kept at home until free of fever for 24 hours. When students
come to school ill, they not only are unable to participate fully in class, but they may also infect other students and
staff with their illness.
Please remember to call our attendance line at 571-252-2911 if your child will be out for illness or other reasons.
State on the attendance line what the symptoms or illnesses are.
Please remember a parent or guardian must deliver any medication (prescription or non-prescription) to the school
office or clinic. Students may not transport any medication to or from school. A medication authorization form will
need to be completed, which gives the school permission to administer the medicine. A prescription medication
will require a physician authorization and signature.
Thank you and have a healthy, restful and happy holiday!

SEARCH January Newsletter
Parents of 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students interested in having their child evaluated for gifted education services
may submit a parent referral form during January 27-February 7, 2020. Third grade students with qualifying test
scores on the CogAT and/or NNAT2 will receive a district referral via U.S. mail in late January. If you are interested
in learning more about gifted programs and the eligibility process, there are several upcoming Gifted Information
Sessions at various schools during the month of January. Referral forms and more information regarding Gifted
Information Sessions and eligibility can be found on the SEARCH page of our school web site. Please contact me
at Brenna.Becker@lcps.org with any questions or concerns regarding gifted referrals and eligibility.
Brenna Becker
Gifted Education Resource Teacher
Sycolin Creek Elementary School
Rosa Lee Carter Elementary School

School Board Adopts 2020-21 Calendar
The Loudoun County School Board adopted the calendar for the 2020-21 school year.
Following is the adopted student calendar:
August 27:
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
September 4-7: Holiday (Labor Day)
October 12:
Holiday (Columbus Day)
October 29:
End of First Grading Period
October 30:
Student Holiday (County-Wide Staff Development)
November 2-3: Student Holidays (Planning/Records/Conference Days)
November 25-27: Holiday (Thanksgiving)
December 23-January 1: WINTER BREAK (Classes Resume January 4)
January 15:
End of Second Grading Period
January 18:
Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
January 19:
MOVEABLE STUDENT HOLIDAY** (Planning/Records/Conference Day)
January 20:
Holiday (Inauguration Day)
February 15: Holiday (Presidents’ Day)
March 2:
Student Holiday (County-Wide Staff Development)
March 29-April 2: SPRING BREAK
April 9:
End of Third Grading Period
April 12:
Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day)
May 31:
Holiday (Memorial Day)
June 15:
Last Day of School for Students/End of Fourth Grading Period
**Parents with childcare or other weekday scheduling concerns – The date of this MOVEABLE
Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters may change, if the school calendar
must be changed due to school closings for inclement weather or other emergencies.
9 Week Grading Period Ending Dates
October 29, 2020
January 15, 2021
April 9, 2021
June 15, 2021
Schedule subject to change based on possible school closing due to inclement weather.

