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February 2020
3 – Book Fair & National School Counseling Week

3 – Random Acts of Kindness Week
4 – Book Fair Open, 3-5 pm
4 - Brambleton Instrument Night, 6:00 pm
4 – Simpson Band Clinic (A-M), 7:00 pm
6 – Book Fair Open, 6-8 pm
6 – Simpson Band Clinic (N-Z), 7:00 pm
7 – PTA Speaker (Rachel Bailey), 8:30 am
10 – PTA Marvelous Monday – Potato Bar
10 – PTA Show Your Teacher Some Love Week

10 – 5th Grade Committee Meeting, 7:00 pm
11 – DARE
11 – NBC4 Meteorologist (Doug Kammerer) visits
4th grade, 12:30 pm
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Principal’s Corner
Dear Parents and Students,
As we continue in the third quarter of our school year, the
students at Sycolin Creek will be engaging in various
learning activities. As they are completing projects and
assignments, and studying for upcoming assessments, we
appreciate your support in helping them to remain focused
on these very important educational tasks. By reviewing
each school day’s events and speaking with your child
about school-related assignments that are sent home, you

will ensure that these activities are placed in the proper
perspective of importance in their lives. Further, the
creation and maintenance of a consistent homework

11 – PTA Meeting, 7:00 pm

routine allows for the development of productive study

14 – WordMasters’ Test #2, 8:00 am

skills. Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher if you

14 – Valentine’s Day Parties

have any questions about any assignments that are sent

17 – Presidents’ Day Holiday

home.

18 – Online K-5 Pre-Registration Opens
19 – Color Day – Wear Red for Caring

Lastly, as the winter continues and we are faced with the

20 – Talent Show Auditions (K-2), 2:35-4:00 pm

possibility of school closings, delays, and early dismissals,

21 – Talent Show Auditions (3-5), 2:35-4:00 pm

please be sure that your child is aware of where he or she

24 – Spring ASA Classes Begin

should go after school. If the plan submitted to the

24/25 – Earth Dome Assembly

classroom teacher has changed, please complete a new

25 - DARE

“Emergency Early Dismissal ” form that is attached to this

25 – Donuts with Dads (A-H): 7:15 am

newsletter and send it back to school.

26 – Donuts with Dads (I-P): 7:15 am
27 – Donuts with Dads (Q-Z): 7:15 am

Sincerely,

29 – Matball Game at Heritage HS, 6:00 pm
See On-line Calendar for Additional Activity Dates
and Times

Derek Racino
Principal

If due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to participate meaningfully in any activity at
Sycolin Creek Elementary, please contact Derek Racino at 571-252-2910,
at least five working days prior to the event.

Kindergarten Registration and Pre-registration Information
February 18, 2020 - online pre-registration opens for ALL grades (https://www.lcps.org/StudentRegistration)
Parents will be able to submit their online pre-registration for the 2020-21 school year beginning on 2/18 and upon
completion will be instructed to contact the school to schedule their face to face registration appointment. These
appointments will begin on March 18, 2020, which is Kindergarten Registration Day. No elementary
registrations or appointments will be “accepted” before March 18th. Students who are five years of age by
September 30, 2020 are eligible for the kindergarten program in Loudoun County.

News from SEARCH
Parents of 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students interested in having their child evaluated for gifted services are
encouraged to contact Mrs. Becker at Brenna.Becker@lcps.org to submit a parent referral form by February 7,
2020. There are still several Gifted Information Sessions during early February. Check the SEARCH page of our
school web site for details.
During February, Kindergarten students will use their reasoning skills as they become animal track detectives
trying to match footprints with the correct animal. First graders will explore how pentominoes are formed, while
second grade students will use spatial reasoning to complete geometry puzzles. Third grade students will engage
in math problem-solving strategies and complete a language arts Profile lesson.
Brenna Becker
Gifted Education Resource Teacher

Art News
The art room is a busy place. Paintings and clay will all be a part of the February calendar. Please remind your
students not to wear their best/brand new clothes on art day. I hate to see things get ruined. If someone does
come home with remnants of the lesson on their clothes, try pretreating the area before washing and it should
come out.
The Art Stars for January were:
Kindergarten – Mrs. Morris’ class
1st grade – Mrs. Gunther’s class
2nd grade – Mrs. Reynolds’ class
3rd grade – Mrs. Henretty’s class
4th grade – Mrs. Fuhrman’s class
5th grade – Mrs. Wong’s class
Keep Creating!!! Dr. Bennett and Mrs. Saverino

Second Grade CogAT Testing
During the month of February, second grade students in Loudoun County Public Schools will take the online
Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT), Form 7, Level 8. The CogAT measures general and specific cognitive skills that
allow a student to learn new tasks or solve problems in the absence of direct instruction.
Students’ verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal reasoning abilities are measured by three test batteries, each of which
is comprised of three subtests. Students typically complete three subtests per day, for three consecutive school
days, to complete all nine subtests. These tests are untimed; however, each day’s testing period usually does not
exceed 90 minutes. Students work through each subtest at his or her own pace, and the entire test is read aloud to
students by means of pre-recorded audio.
Students cannot prepare or study for the CogAT. Instead, they will have the opportunity to become familiar with test
items through teacher-directed practice activities. Additionally, practice questions, administered before the first
subtest, will familiarize students with the online testing environment.

Score reports will be available in ParentVue for parents/guardians in early April.
Kulak and Winn - Tuesday 2/4, Wednesday 2/5, and Thursday 2/6
Anderson and Reynolds - Monday 2/10, Tuesday 2/11, Wednesday 2/12
Brosan - Tuesday 2/18, Wednesday 2/19, and Thursday 2/20
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher or Mrs. Jones, Assistant Principal at
Courtney.jones@lcps.org.

School Closings, Delays or Early Dismissal

Library News

When conditions require school closings, delays or early dismissal of
students, announcements will be given on local radio and television
stations. Information about school changes can be found on the LCPS
main web page under:
www.lcps.org
Families Tab - Closing/Delay Information

Our Scholastic Book Fair will be
February 3rd – 7th. Each class will
come to the library on either Monday
or Tuesday to preview the fair and
make their wish lists. Students with a
list and money (cash or checks made
out to Sycolin Creek) may buy during
the school day on Wednesday and
Thursday. The fair is open to parents
anytime throughout the school day. On
Tuesday, February 4th, we will be
open after school from 3-5 p.m. and on
Thursday, February 6th, we will be
open from 6-8 p.m.

Valentine’s Day Reminders
“In keeping with current practices designed to protect the health and
safety of all children, elementary students in Loudoun County Public
Schools are not permitted to distribute candy or other food items to
classmates. As Valentine’s Day approaches, it is important for
parents to understand that candy brought to school by students,
including candy attached to Valentine’s Day cards, will be returned to
the parent. Children are permitted to share Valentine's Day cards
with each other, but they cannot give out candy.”

Attendance Secretary Reminder
During the winter months we typically see a rise in the number of
students arriving late. Please remember to walk your child into
school to sign them in if the 7:50 am bell has already rung. Also,
please don’t forget to call the absentee line at 571-252-2911 if your
child will be absent for the day.

Sports Shorts!! P.E. Highlights
Congratulations to the P.E. Star Salamanders for the month of January:
5th grade – Rory Morris & Brady Young
4th grade – Riley Countryman & Graham Cowan
3rd grade – Alison Owens & Devon Pisciotta
2nd grade – Brayden Domencic & Charlotte Riccardi
1st grade – Emy Boyer & T.J. Gardina
Kindergarten – Divya Boylan & Brody Shannon
PE Star Classes for January 2020 are Mrs. Bowman’s and Mrs. Fuhrman’s 4th grade classes!

Congratulations to all of the 5th grade students who participated in the Spelling Bee:
Brady Appel
Hudson Barkman
Alexander Dvorznak
Juliet Johns
Naysa Mehta
Caden Tarafdar

Lindsey Armitage
Amira Bradshaw
Caden Espiritu
Ethan Kennedy
Brynlee Mendenhall

Penny Baker
Shayla Ceballos
Kathryn Garren
Whitney Luxton
Vishva Nathan

Congratulations to Caden Espiritu in Mrs. Sundheimer’s class for winning the 2019-2020 Sycolin Creek
Elementary School Spelling Bee. Caden out-spelled 15 other contestants to win the opportunity to represent
Sycolin Creek at the Loudoun County Spelling Bee at Stone Bridge High School, Thursday, March 5th at 5:30 PM.
In order to win the competition, Caden had to correctly spell two words consecutively. His winning word was
“teak”. Hudson Barkman was the first runner-up. Congratulations to Caden, Hudson, and all of the students who
won the right to compete in the Sycolin Creek Elementary Spelling Bee.

Music Highlights
In January, all students learned One Bottle of Pop and
songs about Martin Luther King Jr. Kindergarten and
First Grade students focused on high and low pitches,
while second graders learned more about the percussion
family. Third graders studied treble clef pitches. Fourth
graders and fifth grade continued playing recorder.
Auditions for the Fifth Grade All-County Elementary
Chorus took place. Thank you to all 5th grade students
who auditioned and especially Mrs. Mitchell and Mrs.
Bryan for listening to all the students!
Congratulations to the following students who will
represent Sycolin Creek in April: Gillian Licayan, Juliet
Johns and Joyce Truschinski. Also joining our All
County Team will be Asa Ford, Grace Kamin, Laila
Kewan, Whitney Luxton, Brynlee Mendenhall, Ben
Molloy, Anna Nimtz and Ethan Strasburg. They will
begin rehearsals in February.

In February, second grade will be working on their
musical, which will be presented on March 19th at 6:30.
Third grade will be focusing on rhythm reading, while
fourth graders continue playing their recorders. Fifth
graders will be doing stations focusing on advancing on
the recorder. Chorus will begin on February 5th and will
be performing at the 5th Grade Sammy Game on
February 29th.
Our Rock Star Music Classes for January are:
Kindergarten – Mrs. Palovchik; 1st Grade – Mrs. Deihl; 2nd
Grade – Mrs. Anderson; 3rd Grade – Mrs. Henretty; 4th
Grade – Mrs. Jacques; 5th Grade – Mrs. Bigney
Congratulations to these classes for showing Rock Star
behavior in the month of January!

MSAAC Committee Information
MSAAC, The Minority Student Achievement Advisory
Committee works in partnership with Loudoun
County Public Schools staff, parents, and community
to further academic, social, and cultural development
of every student and to ensure that the needs of all
minority students are met. The group meets at the
LCPS Administration Building on the third
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. All
meetings are open to the public. The upcoming
agenda and the minutes of previous meetings are
posted on the school system website
at www.lcps.org under the “School Board” button,
and “Committees” selection option.

PBIS News
We are so proud of our students! They continue to
demonstrate their excellent behavior! We continue
to reinforce with students the importance of positive
behavior and the value it will play in their future.
Good habits now, equal good habits later.
You can help at home by discussing our three
anchors; Respect Self, Respect Others and Respect
Property. Ask your child to explain what these
expectations mean.
The continued reinforcement at home will surely
help the children with their continued success!

Math Challenge
Congratulations to some of our top Challengers for the months of December and January!
December
5th Grade – Nandini Srivatsa & Lindsey Armitage
4th Grade – Paul Daniel & Rida Meraj
3rd Grade – Avery Acker & Marshall Juleau
2nd Grade – Sean Wright & Nirva Shah
1st Grade – Jonathan Maslowski & Kevin Kennedy
K – Ahlora Lin & Reagan Geraci
January
5th Grade – Hudson Barkman & Shayla Ceballos
4th Grade – Neha Elaprolu & Dhruv Shome
3rd Grade – Liam Hanley & Sophia Ceballos
2nd Grade – Levi Citron & Taylor Citron
1st Grade – David Wargo & Ashley Frese
K – Anthony Gwizdala & Emma Turner
There are 8 challenges remaining for this school year. Remember – everyone who participates in at least 12
challenges will be recognized (and rewarded) at the end of the year! If you need copies of past challenges that
are no longer posted online, please send email to mathchallenge@sycolincreekpta.org
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