
OBJECTIVE WATCH: Samples from the Classroom  
by Lauren Pane, ESL Teacher at Sugarland ES 
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Each issue will focus on one of the eight components in a SIOP lesson: 

LESSON PREPARATION:  
First Steps Toward a Stronger Lesson  
by Alex Wong, SIOP Resource Teacher 

 
 
 
 

The goal of the teacher who uses SIOP strategies is to teach content effectively to English learners 
while developing the students’ language ability. There are eight main components to this lesson 
model. Many experienced teachers are already using some of the features of the first component 
Preparation. Which features (below) do you include in your lessons? 
 

PREPARATION:   
��Clearly define content objectives 
   Write them on the board in kid-friendly language 
   Read them aloud with the students  
��Clearly define language objectives 
   Write them on the board 
   Read them aloud with the students 
��Choose content concepts appropriate for age and educational background of students 
��Use supplementary materials to make lessons clear and meaningful (e.g.graphs, models, 

visuals) 
��Adapt content (e.g. text, assignment) to all levels of student proficiency—use graphic 

organizers, study guides, taped texts, jigsaw  reading… 
��Provide meaningful and authentic activities that integrate lesson concepts with language 

practice opportunities—surveys, letter writing, making models, plays, games… 
 

 taken from:  Making Content Comprehensible for English Language Learners, Echevarria, Vogt, Short, 3rd Edition, 
2008 
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CO-TEACHING 
CORNER: 

Tips for Teachers 
By Jackie Zanghi, 

Sterling Elementary ESL 

Co-teaching is one of the 
greatest ways to reach out to our 
diverse learners. Think about it: 
what could be better? Two 
teachers, two minds, two sets of 
eyes on your students...not to 
mention the possibilities for 
professional and academic 
growth! Here are some tips for 
getting started: 
 
Start Small: Choose one or maybe 
two teachers you are comfortable 
with and already know if possible. 
This seems easier said than done, 
but find a time to sit with him or her 
and briefly suggest working on one 
lesson together per week. Need an 
icebreaker? How about, “I’ve been 
thinking of some great strategies to 
help our learners be more 
successful in science. I thought 
maybe we could plan a lesson 
together for next week?” You will 
find most classroom teachers will 
be beyond grateful for the 
suggestion.  
 
Listen First: When you meet with 
your co-teacher, ask him or her for 
their ideas and suggestions first. It 
is important for him or her to 
understand that you aren’t coming 
into the room to “take over”, you 
are coming in to enhance and 
support the current classroom 
instruction. Once you realize that 
you both have a common goal, the 
planning and lesson ideas flow 
much easier. The classroom 
teacher may mention a concern 
that you just happen to have a 
strategy for, just sitting in your 
“back pocket”, waiting to be used! 
 
Have a question? Need a 
suggestion? I am more than 
happy to help! Email me at:  
 
jacquelynn.zanghi@loudoun.k12.va.us 
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VOICE of the TEACHER:    
Anna Purdy, First Grade Teacher at Guilford Elementary, 
As interviewed by Carrie Warren, ESL Teacher at Guilford Elementary�

�
What are the key features and what features of SIOP do you use most during planning and instruction?  
  
I immediately began breaking down the objectives into content and language.  This has been the biggest 
change I have made.  I was amazed at the immediate increase in my students’ understanding of my 
expectations.  I call the content objective "what are we going to learn" and the language objective "how 
are we going to show it?"  and that REALLY broke it down for the students.   
  
What strategies have been most beneficial for your students?  
  
I have become better at, but am still improving on, my background assessment of where students' 
knowledge and abilities are.  I use more visuals and many more sorts for introducing new information.   
  
What students benefit the most from SIOP? How has SIOP made a difference in the way that you teach?  
  
SIOP has made a difference in every student's learning.  What I am asking of them is so much more clear.  
I repeat myself�less and they understand more!  I really realized that I was not adequately 
assessing my students because I wasn't sure if it was the content they were misunderstanding  
or they way in which I explained the assignment where they were being assessed.   
This really helps to clear that up and now I have a better understanding of who  
needs help with the content versus who needs help showing me what they  
know.  It has changed my teaching!  
 

ESL Office 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction 
Loudoun County Public Schools 
 

“More can be done to 
improve education by 
improving the 
effectiveness of teachers 
than by any other factor 
over which we have 
some control.”  

 
Robert Marzano 

What Works In Schools, 
2003 

• Preparation:  Marzano emphasizes the importance of 
setting objectives for your students.  SIOP tells you to add 
Language Objectives to better reach every student.  

• Comprehensible Input:  Marzano’s Identifying 
Similarities and Differences, Nonlinguistic Representation, 
and Advanced Organizers are strategies to make content 
more comprehensible to students.   

• Strategies:  Marzano’s summarizing and note taking are 
two strategies that help students understand and categorize 
information.   

• Interaction:  Providing a cooperative learning environment 
helps students interact with each other and with new 
information. 

• Practice/Application:  Assigning homework and practice, 
as well as giving students the chance to generate and test 
hypotheses let them apply what is taught in the classroom. 

• Lesson Delivery:  By reinforcing student effort and 
providing questions and cues to the students, you can 
obtain instant feedback on your lesson delivery. 

• Review/Assessment:  Providing recognition and feedback 
to students lets both the students and the teacher see what 
has been learned.   

 

NEWSFLASH! You are Already 
Using Many of the Components of 
SIOP! By Jennifer Baker, Neeraj Kakkad, and 
 Diana Muntean;  ESL Teachers at Catoctin ES  

 Does your school have Marzano Staff Development 
sessions? Read on to see how Marzano’s Strategies�
correlate with 7 of the SIOP Components!��
 


