
Highlights from the SIOP Lesson Bank: 

 sorts  poems  zip-around  bingo  vocabulary 

 songs  tips  grade level info  templates  lessons 

You can find more suggestions for supplemental materials in the SIOP Lesson Bank at  

http://cmsweb2.loudoun.k12.va.us/sugarland/site/Directory_List.asp?byType=34 
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Each issue will explore one of the eight components in a SIOP lesson: 

Back to School- Back to SIOP!  
Lesson Preparation, Revisited by Alex Wong, SIOP Resource Teacher 

In this super-size issue, we will expand on the SIOP component of Preparation. We’ll explore content 
and language objectives and supplemental materials. The Preparation component includes six 
features: 
 

PREPARATION:   
 Clearly define content objectives 

 Clearly define language objectives 

 Choose content concepts appropriate for age and educational 

background of students 

 Use supplementary materials to make lessons clear and meaningful  

 Adapt content (e.g. text, assignment) to all levels of student proficiency 

 Provide meaningful and authentic activities that integrate lesson 

concepts with language practice opportunities 
 

   taken from:  Making Content Comprehensible for English Language Learners, 
  Echevarria, Vogt, Short, 3

rd
 Edition, 2008 

 

SIOP teachers believe that all students, regardless of home language, must have access to grade-
level concepts and vocabulary.  Ultimately, teachers must use whatever they can (such as modeling, 
realia, photographs, demonstrations, etc.) to help ELLs develop content knowledge while they are 
learning English. Teachers need to find supplemental materials during the planning process, and as a 
result planning may require more time, thought and attention in the early stages of implementing the 
SIOP model. One way to save time is to collaborate with other teachers to plan, and to share 
resources whenever possible. 
 

Sugarland Elementary in Sterling is considered a SIOP Model School. Every teacher at the school 
uses the SIOP approach to lesson planning. Once a week, grade level teams meet during the day for 
protected “collaborative team planning time.” ELL teachers and special education teachers contribute 
to the planning process. In the spirit of helping others get started with the SIOP model, their teachers 
have started an electronic lesson bank of SIOP supplemental resources. Other SIOP trained teachers 
in the Loudoun County Public schools have added to the collection, too. The SIOP Lesson Bank is 
found on the Sugarland ES website. It is a work in progress- new materials are added each month. 

 

 

 

 

http://cmsweb2.loudoun.k12.va.us/sugarland/site/Directory_List.asp?byType=34


OBJECTIVE WATCH: 

Do You Speak SIOP? 
by Lauren Pane, ESL Teacher at Sugarland ES 
 

It’s not exactly a foreign language, but sometimes thinking of the right verb to use for your Content and Language Objectives 
(CLO) can be a slightly daunting task. Here are a few good go-to verbs that you can use over and over again. Keep them by 
your computer, desk or wherever you usually plan for easy access. You’ll be fluent in CLOs in no time! 
 
 

Content Objective Key Words (what the students will do): 
Compare/Contrast, Apply, Identify, Rank, Analyze, Design, Measure, Solve, Discover, 
Research, Compute, Search 

 

Language Objective Key Words (how the students will do it): 
Discuss, Explain, Describe, Tell, Converse, Quick Write, Journal, List, Write, Read, Log, Listen 

 
 

Here you’ll find sample content standards translated into CLOs: 
 

 
 

•Content Objective: We can compare the value of the penny, nickel, 
dime and quarter and count coins up to ten cents.

•Language Objectives: We will describe which coin is the penny, 
nickel, dime or quarter.

Kindergarten Math SOLK .7 The student will 
recognize a penny, nickel, dime, and quarter 

and will determine the value of a collection of 
pennies and/or nickels whose total value is 10 

cents or less.

•Content Objective: Today we will discover how to measure the mass 
and volume of solids and liquids.

•Language Objective: Today we will discuss to compare the terms 
mass and volume.

Second grade Science: Matter 2.3: The student 
will investigate and understand basic 

properties of solids, liquids, and gases.

•Content Objective: The students will be able to discover the 
difference between a dictionary and a thesaurus.

•Language Objective: The students will be able to discuss and write 
information about words found in a dictionary and thesaurus and 
complete a sort in pairs.

Third grade Language Arts 3.7a: Use dictionary 
and thesaurus to demonstrate comprehension 

of information from print recourses.

•Content Objective: TSWBAT discover two important Virginians and 
the role they had in building a new American Nation.

•Language Objective: TSWBAT read, write and explain who George 
Washington and James Madison were and what they are known for 
today.

4th grade Social Studies VS 6: demonstrate 
knowledge of the role of Virginia in the 

establishment of the new American nation by a) 
explaining why George Washington is called the 
“Father of Our Country” and James Madison is 

called the “Father of the Constitution”.

•Content Objective: TSWBAT compare and contrast state 
governments to national governments.

•Language Objective: TSWBAT discuss state and national 
governments and list the characteristics of each in a Venn diagram.

Civics and Economics CE.6: The student will 
demonstrate knowledge of the American 

constitutional government by a) explaining the 
relationship of state governments to the 

national government in the federal system;



  

The Smithsonian Naturalist Center by Carrie Warren, ESL teacher at Sterling ES 
As a satellite branch of the Smithsonian Institute, the Naturalist Center offers useful supplementary material for ESL teachers who are 
providing sheltered language instruction (reading, writing, listening and speaking) under the specific discussion of science and nature. 
Each year, a Loudoun County teacher is selected to be a teacher naturalist in residence at the Center and work with the Smithsonian 
staff. The Naturalist Center is an extremely valuable resource for both ESL and classroom teachers. 
 
The Naturalist Center provides 36,000 hands-on objects and 6,500 books and 126 million artifacts and specimens in its collections on 
topics designed to help students better understand the natural world. Some examples include: insects, rocks, bones and cultural artifacts. 
The Center is useful for ESL students as it offers a wide array of opportunities to touch, explore and scientifically investigate rocks, 
minerals, bones and other collections. This hands-on experience increases curiosity, excitement and level of understanding as it uses a 
multi-sensory and engaging approach. As students participate in exploration that builds content knowledge, they are simultaneously 
immersed in chances to expand their language development. 
 
In lieu of a field trip, the Museum offers educators and students similarly realistic, fun and engaging opportunities to research, use 
scientific inquiry and critical thinking inside the classroom via the Loudoun Collection.  The Loudoun Collection is essentially a set of 
boxes containing objects useful in the teaching of Science, Social Science and Art. The authentic contents of the box are useful in 
creating and implementing object-based lesson plans. These materials are available for loan to LCPS teachers for up to 10 school 
days-free of charge. The Loudoun Collection has an on-line catalog, on-line Loan Request Form, and “Pony” delivery and pick-
up.  
 

View the Entire Listing… 
For the complete catalog, 
including photos, and the loan 
request form : 
 
www.loudoun.k12.va.us/naturalistcenter 
  

 

Melissa Posters by Neeraj Kakkad, ESL teacher at 

Catoctin ES                                             
 

Melissa Matusevich has created mini posters for classroom use to facilitate the 
teaching of Virginia Social Studies Standards. These posters contain both 
pictures and text that help reach all learners, especially second language 
learners. The poster sets are also divided into focus areas of social studies, 
making it easier for teachers to locate relevant materials. It also gives 
instructions for postcard sized posters to use as flashcards. Additionally, access 
is free for educational purposes. Any teacher in Virginia has permission to copy 
them. Third grade teachers would benefit from the K-2 posters as a resource for 
reviewing for the S.O.L.’s.  
 
Her website is: 

 

http://chumby.dlib.vt.edu/melissa/posters/posterset.html  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight on 

Supplemental Materials 
Check out these resources for your science and social studies lessons! 

 

 

Sample Poster from Grade 2 
 

http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/naturalistcenter
http://chumby.dlib.vt.edu/melissa/posters/posterset.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

VOICE of the TEACHER:    
Shelby Myers, Third Grade Teacher at Sterling Elementary, 

As interviewed by Jackie Zanghi, ESL Teacher at Sterling Elementary 
 

 

Q: How do you feel co-teaching and SIOP go together in your classroom? 

A: “It makes it easier to implement and manage activities that have a lot of student interaction. 

You are able to differentiate even further!” 

 

Q: How has co-teaching strengthened your everyday instruction? 

A: “The kids are exposed to two teaching styles instead of one. Also, there is the idea that „two 

heads are better than one‟—you are able to brainstorm and come up with more creative and 

engaging ways to reach your students.” 

 

Q: What is the best part of working with a co-teacher?  

A: “It is the best situation for the ESL kids. They aren‟t being pulled out from their  

classroom community, and with extra scaffolding and teacher support, they are 

 better able to participate with peers.” 

 

Q: What is the biggest challenge you’ve faced when co-teaching? 

A: “Finding the time to collaborate with each other, but, Starbucks is a 

 good place! :)” 

 

 

ELL Office 

Department of Curriculum and Instruction 

Loudoun County Public Schools 
 

CO-TEACHING 
CORNER: 

More Tips for Teachers 
By Jackie Zanghi, 

ESL Teacher 

Co-teaching is one of the 
greatest ways to reach out to 
our diverse learners. Think 
about it: what could be 
better? Two teachers, two 
minds, two sets of eyes on 
your students...not to 
mention the possibilities for 
professional and academic 
growth! Here are more tips 
for getting started: 
 
 

Don’t be Intimidated: Remember, 
we have all been to numerous 
trainings and earned degrees. The 
classroom teacher is your equal. 
Take turns explaining ideas to the 
students. Jump in with relevant 
information, and let the students 
see you both have important facts 
and ideas to share with them.  
 

Bring Energy: It’s true...we all 
need about 12 extra hours a day! 
Try not to let that discourage you 
when collaborating with your 
classroom teacher. Everyone 
needs a boost—why not be the one 
to bring it?  Everyone will start 
looking forward to the co-teaching 
lessons. By bringing in more 
hands-on activities and adapting 
whole-group instruction to 
effectively meet the needs of all 
learners, both students and 
teachers will be happier. An extra 
teacher provides greater 
opportunities for remediation and 
enrichment within the lesson. The 
preparation can be shared between 
you and your co-teacher.  
 

Be Patient-Your Bond Will Grow: 
Touch base with your co-teacher 2-
3 times a week. Over time, you 
won’t need as much time to 
brainstorm together. You will work 
together to make learning more 
meaningful for your students, and 
you will have a partner in the 
process. It’s a great feeling. Try it! 
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“Even if you‟re on 

the right track,  

you‟ll get run over 

if you just sit  

there.” 
 

Will Rogers, 
American Actor 

Although STEPS to Literacy is geared mainly to grades K-2, students 

from the upper grades can greatly benefit from one component in this 

program: the shared reading of poetry. 
 

Studying a poem a week that contains vocabulary and content 

instructs students not only in reading with fluency but it also provides 

enrichment in specific SOL skills. Teachers choose poems that cover 

content and at the same time provide language development, such as 

synonyms, antonyms, comparatives, and superlatives, among other 

skills. Also, use pictures to illustrate vocabulary and concepts.  
 

For example, my second, fourth and fifth graders read through a 

poem named Life Cycle of a Frog by Steffani H. Gilligan. The 

content is science and the wealth of literacy skills attained through 

reading it is endless. Aside from sequencing and contractions, 

students learn terms such as tadpoles, froglet, amphibian, gills, and 

lungs. To check their comprehension, they drew the four stages of the 

development of the frog and labeled each stage. Students then shared 

their drawing with a partner and assisted each other in making any 

improvements and corrections.  
 

My students take their Poetry Journal home daily with them and use 

it as a tool for daily re-reads on their own. This has proven a great 

tool to build them up and bring them to the place of fluent and 

successful readers.    

  

 

NEWSFLASH! STEPS to 

Literacy Meets SIOP Through 
Shared Reading and Poetry 
 
By Sarah Loredo, ESL Teacher at Francis Hazel Reid  
ES  

 


