
Ideas for Working with Poems at Home 
 
Every week or sometimes every other week, depending on instruction in the classroom, a 
poem will be added to the notebook. This poem will be added on Friday after the students 
have worked on it in the classroom all week. It should be familiar to them. Below are 
some ideas for working with the poems at home. If you have any questions feel free to 
contact me and I will be happy to show you how to do any of these. Thanks for your 
support at home! 
 
Re-reading: Reading familiar text is one of the best ways to improve reading. Re-reading 
allows children to build fluency skills and a bigger sight word vocabulary. Early readers 
should use their finger to run under the word. This helps make the connection in the brain 
between the word’s look and sound. When re-reading you can have different voices for 
different parts or have different readers if you can read with more than one person.  
 
 
Find and Frame: This is another strategy that helps build sight word vocabulary. It also 
helps build the browsing or scanning strategy that we use so often as adults. They will 
have done this in the class.  
 The child is given a word that is in the poem and they are to scan the poem as 
quickly as they can to locate the word. When they have located the word they “frame” it 
with their thumbs.  
 
Word Families or Words with Similar Chunks: Many poems that we read have words 
that have similar beginning or ending chunks. Writing or highlighting these words in the 
poems help children make connections between words.  
 
Content Area Words: Some poems are chosen because they correlate with our content 
area studies. Example: A poem about plants might have the words: leaves, roots, water, 
sun, stem, etc. Again, discussing and highlighting content area words helps the child 
make connections and develop their understanding. 
 
Linking: This is when you find a word in the poem and make “links off from that word”. 
Example: You might have the word the in the poem. Ask the child to write down the 
word the. Then ask them to link it to the word then. Then they can link then to the word 
than. And so on…. By the end they can have a long list of linking words.  
 
Skills: On the back of some of the poems there might be a list of skills that we worked on 
with the poem in the classroom. This is meant to help you spark conversations with your 
child about the poems and what they are learning. 
 
Remember that the best way to increase reading skills is to be reading and re-reading at 
home every night. Let them show off what they have learned! 


