
Cheat Sheet: Writing Body Paragraphs and Conclusions for Pre-AP World History Essays 

 

Step One: Make your assertion 

 Also known as your topic sentence. 

 USUALLY your direct comparison or contrast 

 For example: Mercator and polar projection maps are similar in their use for 

finding location.   

 

Step Two: Back it up! 

 Using your Specific Factual Information (SFI), back up your assertion 

 You should have 3-5 facts to support your argument 

 For Example: Mercator maps and polar projection maps find location through the use of latitude 

and longitude.  They also help people to find out how to get where they are going.   

 

Step Three: Analysis—tell me WHY  

 Explanation of WHY your claim is accurate. 

o Usually, you’re arguing WHY two things are similar or different 

 Use the Cause and Effect words from your sheet! 

o because, therefore, hence 

 For example: These two maps are similar BECAUSE people need maps in order to locate places 

and get themselves there accurately.  People would be unable to find locations without the use of 

maps. 

 

Step Four: If your question requires you to compare and contrast in the same area:  rinse, wash, and 

repeat!   

So all together, your paragraph would look like this: 

Mercator and polar projection maps are similar in their use for finding location.  Mercator maps 

and polar projection maps find location through the use of latitude and longitude.  They also help people 

to find out how to get where they are going.  These two maps are similar BECAUSE people need maps in 

order to locate places and get themselves there accurately.  People would be unable to find locations 

without the use of maps.  However, Mercator and polar projection maps are also different in their uses for 

navigation, because polar maps are specifically used for only airline navigation, where Mercator are used 

for many things, which is a difference because of the fact that they could not be used for opposite reasons 

without problems.   

 

Conclusion: “Tell them what you told them”  

 Your conclusion is your chance to have the last word on the subject. The conclusion allows you to have the 

final say on the issues you have raised in your paper, to summarize your thoughts, and to demonstrate the 



importance of your ideas, It is also your opportunity to make a good final impression and to end on a 

positive note. 


