
Writing Thesis Statements 

What is a thesis statement? 

 A thesis is a statement(s) found at the end of your introductory paragraph that tells the 

reader what your paper will be about.  

o A thesis tells the reader what to expect from you in the paper.  

What is an introductory paragraph? 

 An introductory paragraph exists to preview your paper to your reader and ends in your 

thesis statement. Together they set up your paper.  

o Start off with general comments about your topic and narrow your ideas down 

to your specific thesis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of Introductory paragraph and thesis: 

Teenagers in many American cities have been involved in more gangs in the last five 

years than ever before. These gangs of teens have been committing a lot of violent crimes. The 

victims of these crimes are both gang members and people outside of gangs. Many people do 

not want to travel to areas in our cities because of the danger from this problem.  For this 

terrible situation to stop, it is going to take a combined effort on the part of many people. 

Excellent, supervised after-school programs, more jobs available for teens, and healthy family 

relationships will go a long way towards ending this crisis in our society. 

 

Where is the thesis here? 

 

During the Middle Ages in Europe and the Middle East there was much armed conflict between 

Christians and Muslims. Christians called these conflicts the Crusades because they were 

fighting under the sign of the cross to save the holy lands of the Bible from being desecrated by 

non-Christians. However, the true reason for fighting for these lands was less than holy. It was 

mainly a desire for economic gain that prompted the Christian leaders to send soldiers to fight 

in the Holy Land. 

 

 

 

 



3 steps for how to write a Compare and Contrast Essay Thesis! 

 

1. Read the question! 

a. What are they asking you?? 

i. Compare: pick out one main idea that is similar 

ii. Contrast: pick out one main idea that is different 

iii. Compare and contrast: do one of each!! 

For example: Compare and Contrast both Mercator and Polar projection maps in the 

areas of use and projection. 

 What are they asking you to find? 

At least 1 similarity for use 

At least 1 similarity for projection 

At least 1 difference for use 

At least 1 similarity for projection 

 

Example two: Compare Mercator and Polar projection maps in the area of use and 

Contrast them in the areas of projection. 

 How is this prompt different? 

They are looking for at least 1 similarity for use, and 1 difference for projection.  

 

2. Gather your ideas.  

 a. organization ideas: t-chart, venn diagram, web, outline 

 

 

Use:  Similarity—used to find location used to find location 

 Difference—used in ship naviga- used in plane navigation 

 -tion 

 

Projection:  

Sim—has distortion/skew  has distorton/skew 

Diff—shows whole globe  shows ½ globe 

 

3. Create a thesis!  

 a. make sure it: addresses the question, takes a position, and provides categories of 

analysis 

  Write the example thesis statement here:  

Mercator and polar projection maps are similar in that they both are used to find location and 

they both have distortion. However, they are different in that the Mercator map is used for ship 

Mercator Polar 



navigation and shows the whole globe while the Polar projection is used in plane navigation 

and shows ½ the globe.  

 b. Helpful hints: 

a. Group the similarities and differences together in your thesis. 

b. Be specific about what is similar and what is different: (do NOT say the maps 

are similar in the areas of use, for example) 


