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Mr. Vickers’  Views:
…As you read this, my softball team (Mr. Vickers' Victors) is preparing for 
a huge victory over Mr. Brazina's Brawlers, but win or lose, I am certain 
that September's big event will leave everyone in our community excited 
about counting themselves amongst  the fortunate few who are called Mill 
Run Mountain Lions!

In my 21 years of school administration and my last  twelve as your 
principal here at Mill Run, I have never witnessed a smoother opening to 
school!  I’m not sure if this can be attributed, in part, to opening prior to 
Labor Day when our children were emotionally prepared for their return to 
school, to having an amazing team of educators who take their work 
extremely seriously, to a parent-body that supports all of Mill Run’s 
endeavors to the fullest extent possible, or to having over 1,000 students 
who literally wear their school spirit on their sleeves.  Undoubtedly, it is a 
combination of all these things working together to make our school a 
happy place where children are expected to achieve at  a very high level.  In 
any case, we have gotten off to an amazing start to the 2011-’12 school 
year!

I would like to highlight  some of the new, important  faces that you’ll see 
when you visit  Mill Run this year.  They are joining the stellar team of 
returning educators who have worked for years to establish and maintain 
our excellent  reputation in the community.  Here are our newest  Mountain 
Lions:

Marisa Veltri, Administrative Intern:  Ms. Veltri joins us after teaching at 
both Simpson MS and Seldens Landing ES in Loudoun County.  She is 
already demonstrating tremendous leadership here as part of our 
administrative team.

Amy Paciulli (soon to be Amy Kretzler), Third Grade:  I first met Ms. 
Paciulli some 17 years ago when she was a kindergartner at Catoctin ES 
in Leesburg where I was the assistant principal.  She impressed us 
tremendously last year when she served Mill Run as a long-term substitute 
teacher. We’re so happy to have her working with our third graders this 
year.

Rachel Beck, Lindsay Cash, & Amy Showalter, Fourth Grade:  With our 
fourth grade team growing from five-to-seven teachers this year, we’ve had 
the sincere pleasure of adding these three wonderful teachers.  Rachel 
Beck is a Broad Run HS grad who served as a teacher-cadet at Mill Run 
when she was seventeen.  She joins us after graduating from JMU.  
Lindsay Cash is a Loudoun Valley HS grad who taught fourth grade in 
Clarke County for the past three years.  She, like me, is a proud Hokie! 
Amy Showalter was a long-term  substitute @ Mill Run for nearly the entire 
year last year.  This year, we were able to secure her as a full-time teacher; 
and she’s even brought her two lovely daughters to join her as first-time 
Mountain Lions.                                                          (con’t. on next page)

October At-A-Glance
Book Character Month @ Mill Run

Oct. 3 :  4th Grade FLE begins
  4th& 5th graders learn about SCA offices
 Fall After-school activities begin 
 SIP Meeting @ 2:45

Oct. 4 : Bus evacuation drill

Oct. 5 :  Mt. Lion Pride Citizenship Breakfast @ 7:50 a.m.
 (by invitation)
 Stop Hunger Rallies (K-2 @ 1:00 & 3-5 @ 1:45) 
           AM kindergartners invited to attend either rally with their parents.

Oct. 6 : “Science Rocks- Exercise Your Mind” assemblies 
 @ 8:30, 9:45, & 11:35 a.m.
                 Restaurant Night @ Fuddruckers

Oct. 7 :  1st grade field trip to Great Country Farms

Oct. 10 :  Columbus Day/ NO SCHOOL!
 Fire Prevention Week

Oct. 11 : SCA Applications/ Speeches due
                 All Monday specials (Ar t, Music, PE, etc.) are held 
 today…see flyer in this newsletter.
 PTO Board Meeting @ 2:45

Oct. 12 : SCA speeches returned to candidates
                 SIP Meeting in library @ 2:45

Oct. 13 :  5th grade FLE begins
                 5th grade SCA candidates give speeches to 
 classmates @ 8:30 a.m. in cafe’ (parents welcome)
             
Oct. 14 : 4th grade SCA candidate give speeches to classmates 
 @ 8:30 a.m. in café’ (parents welcome)

Oct. 17 :  4th grade (Rock/ Cash) field trip to Oatlands
 Equity Team Meeting @ 2:45 in library

Oct. 18 :  School Picture Day
 Final SCA speeches/ Voting 

Oct. 19 :  5th grade field trip to Hemlock Overlook

Oct. 20: Kindergarten field trips to Temple Hall Farm

Oct. 21 : 4th grade (Showalter/ Farmer) field trip to Oatlands
 Run to Stop Hunger from 2:45-3:30
 PTO Movie Night (doors open at 6:30/ movie @ 7:00)

Oct. 24 : 4th grade (Davies) field trip to Oatlands

Oct. 26 : 4th grade (Hagger ty/ Beck) field trip to Oatlands

Oct. 31 :  Book Character Dress-up Day (students bring 
 costumes in bag, share character during morning 
 in classrooms, and have parade @ 1:30)



Allison Hatton, Reading Resource: Ms. Hatton is a long-time first grade teacher from Horizon ES, and she joins us in our 
reading department.  Allison, like Amy Showalter, also brings her delightful daughter to our school this year.

Kim Weaver, Art; Dennis Bailey, Music; Anne Hauser, PE; Maureen Fulkerson, Guidance:  These fine folks have joined our team 
as itinerant specialists who serve Mill Run part-time, while spending other days in various schools throughout LCPS. They are 
all top-flight educators and individuals of the finest character.  We are blessed to have them serve our community this year.

Christine Piper & Elizabeth Polinsky, Grade level assistants:  Due to our large number of students per class at certain grade 
levels, we were able to add these two caring ladies to our team this year.  They are working closely with our teachers to assure 
that every student has his/her educational needs met.  They are a very positive addition to our school.

Now that we have all the right people working with your children, I will take the next few paragraphs to focus on some of the 
exciting events and programs that  are either currently in place or will be a focus at Mill Run this fall.  Let’s start with our new 
cafeteria behavior incentive program which we call, “Going for the Gold”. Each day, your child(ren)’s class(es) self-monitor 
their lunchtime behavior with the oversight of our hostesses and administrative team.  Classes that  follow all of the posted 
cafeteria rules (which are really quite basic and are likely similar to the standards that you maintain in your own households) 
earn a gold seal.  Once a class earns ten seals, they have an extra 15-minutes of recess.  When that same class earns an additional 
ten gold seals, they once again receive extra recess.  Finally, when a class earns its third set of ten gold seals, they get  to have 
“Fine Dining with the Principals”.  For this highest level of reward, the children will eat at  specially set  tables next to the 
courtyard.  The tables will have battery-operated candles, table cloths, and other accoutrements. They will also be joined at  lunch 
by one or more of our administrators.  We will publicize classes that have earned this highest level of distinction on the morning 
news, and golden plates will be hung outside their classroom.  Please ask your children how many golden seals their class has 
already earned.  This program appears to be making a very positive difference in cafeteria behavior thus far.  I can’t  wait  to have 
fine dining with your sons and daughters!

Another very significant  enhancement to our instructional program is the addition of Promethean interactive white boards in all 
of our classrooms.  It is truly impressive how much this incredible tool is enhancing the instruction at Mill Run. We are 
providing ongoing training to our professional and paraprofessional staff throughout this year and continuing for the next three 
years. It’s of utmost importance that our teachers understand the full capacity of the interactive boards, so they can provide the 
best learning experiences for your children.  

Looking ahead to October, I want to draw your attention to our Stop Hunger Rally.  Our PTO is working closely with our 
school’s Equity Team to educate our children how “little people can make a big difference” in our own community and beyond.  
Please look for more information about this exciting and critical program coming home with your children early next month.  We 
are also partnering with Loudoun Interfaith to provide opportunities for families-in-need to receive assistance at  Thanksgiving 
time.  Please let  us know if we can help your family or another family within the Loudoun community.  You can speak directly to 
our guidance counselors, Ms. Kovach, Ms. Ramsey, and Ms. Fulkerson.  Your conversations will remain completely confidential.

Finally, October is set aside each year at Mill Run for a study of storybook characterization.  This focus leads up to our annual 
Book Character Dress-up Day which will take place on Monday, October 31st.  Please see the flyer about this special day 
enclosed in this newsletter.  A paper-copy of this flyer will come home at the beginning of October.

I trust that your children are coming home from school excited about what  they have learned each day, but I also know that  some 
children express this more openly than others.  With my own sons, we attempt  to find time each day to discuss the best  things 
about their day.  We have each of our boys tell us their favorite part  of their day and/or describe what they did with their friends.  
These questions yield better results in the Vickers household than the traditional inquiry, “What did you learn in school today?”  
Give it  a shot. I would love to hear from you if you’ve discovered other ways of learning about your child’s daily school 
experience that I can share in future newsletter articles.

Until next time, please know that I am so grateful to serve your children and this wonderful community.  What a blessing!

Respectfully,
Paul L. Vickers
Principal



Hello Parents:
I would like to bring to your attention a convenient service for updating your contact 
phone numbers and email addresses. The Parent Information Management System 
(PIMS) is an online tool which provides you access to your child’s electronic record in 
order to review the current contact information including emergency contacts.
We encourage you to login and update your contact information. Our Blackboard 
Connect Ed email and call system maintains its database by communicating nightly 
with PIMs.  If you have more than one student enrolled in LCPS, you will be prompted 
to submit a change request for each student individually. All requests to update phone 
numbers and/or email addresses will be verified by the school prior to being updated in 
the student information system. You will need the following information to make the 
changes: 6 digit student I.D., student birth date, street address, and zip code.
For changes to your physical or U.S. Mail address, please complete an address change 
form and submit your Loudoun County residency verification requirements to our 
school.
You can access the online PIMs tool via the web link: https://webinter.lcps.org/Pim/

Mr. Brazina’s Breaking News

Absentee Phone Line

If your child is absent for any 
reason, please make sure to 

call the Mill Run Absentee 
Phone Line, (571) 252-2162, 

on the day or days your child is 
not in school. When possible, 

we would like to receive your call before our 
work day begins at 7:30 am. 

Also, please call the absentee number if your 
child will be tardy that day to prevent a phone 
call having to be made home. The absentee 

phone line is available for your use 24 hours a 
day, everyday. You can also save time and 

email us about your child’s absence! 
MILABSENTEE@lcps.org

Mill Run Softball Game 
Come out to the ‘ole ballgame! 

On Friday, September 30th, the Mill Run 
teachers and staff will take the field to play 
softball against each other. Come cheer on 

your favorites!

Doors open at 4:30
Game starts at 5:00 pm

The PTO will be selling food and drinks.
Be sure to bring your own blankets and chairs.

Mill Run PTO is now on Facebook ~ Come connect to us!

http://www.facebook.com/MillRunPTO

https://webinter.lcps.org/Pim/
https://webinter.lcps.org/Pim/


Veltri’s Vision

By:  Marisa Veltri, Administrative Intern

The	  new	  school	  year	  has	  gotten	  off	  to	  a	  wonderful	  start!	  	  I	  am	  so	  proud	  of	  our	  teachers	  and	  
students	  for	  all	  of	  their	  hard	  work.	  	  I	  had	  the	  opportunity	  to	  visit	  all	  of	  the	  classrooms	  with	  

Mr.	  Vickers	  and	  Mr.	  Brazina	  on	  our	  ?irst	  day	  of	  school.	  	  The	  students,	  as	  well	  as	  our	  teachers,	  had	  the	  
BIGGEST	  smiles	  on	  their	  faces…you	  could	  tell	  that	  everyone	  is	  happy	  to	  be	  back!

This	  school	  year	  is	  full	  of	  fun	  and	  exciting	  things	  for	  our	  school	  and	  our	  school	  community	  to	  be	  a	  
part	  of.	  	  I	  would	  like	  to	  draw	  your	  attention	  to	  a	  few	  events.	  	  On	  Friday,	  October	  21	  our	  school	  will	  
take	  part	  in	  the	  “Run	  to	  Stop	  Hunger”	  (this	  is	  an	  after	  school	  PTO	  event).	  	  In	  previous	  years,	  money	  
was	  raised	  through	  the	  “Run	  for	  Fun”	  fundraiser.	  	  We	  used	  the	  money	  to	  make	  playground	  
enhancements	  and	  to	  purchase	  instructional	  materials	  and	  resources	  for	  our	  teachers.	  	  The	  focus	  this	  
year	  is	  changing	  to	  raise	  money	  for	  the	  “Stop	  Hunger	  Now”	  event	  which	  is	  mentioned	  in	  this	  article.

	  On	  Friday,	  November	  11	  @	  5:30,	  we	  will	  have	  the	  “Mill	  Run	  	  Family	  Heritage	  Festival.”	  	  This	  event	  is	  a	  
great	  opportunity	  for	  our	  families	  to	  celebrate	  their	  heritage	  by	  tasting	  foods	  from	  around	  the	  world	  
and	  watching	  performances	  by	  Mill	  Run	  students,	  as	  well	  as	  outside	  acts.	  	  It	  will	  be	  followed	  by	  the	  
“Stop	  Hunger	  Now”	  event	  which	  will	  be	  held	  on	  Saturday,	  November	  12.	  	  This	  event	  is	  an	  
international	  hunger	  relief	  organization	  that	  coordinates	  the	  distribution	  of	  food	  and	  other	  life-‐
saving	  aid	  around	  the	  world.	  	  “Stop	  Hunger	  Now’s”	  meal	  packaging	  program	  has	  provided	  more	  than	  
37	  million	  meals.	  	  Students,	  Staff,	  Parents	  and	  community	  members	  can	  take	  part	  in	  the	  packaging	  of	  
the	  food.
I	  am	  looking	  forward	  to	  a	  great	  year	  at	  Mill	  Run!	  	  I	  am	  so	  excited	  about	  being	  a	  part	  of	  such	  a	  
wonderful	  group	  of	  teachers,	  students	  and	  community	  members.	  	  When	  you	  come	  to	  visit	  Mill	  Run,	  
please	  stop	  by	  and	  introduce	  yourself!

Delivery	  for	  your	  Pre-‐ordered	  
Spiritwear	  shirts	  is	  October	  19th,	  
just	  in	  >me	  for	  our	  First	  Movie	  
Night	  and	  Run	  for	  Hunger!

If due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to 
meaningfully participate in any activities listed in this 
newsletter, please contact Mr. Vickers in the Mill Run 
office at (571) 252-2160 at least five working days 

prior to the event. if the event is not at Mill Run, he will 
direct you to the appropriate resource.

Mill Run Elementary is dedicated to continuous school 
improvement. A formal School Improvement Plan has 

been developed by staff, parents, and community 
members. The plan is reviewed on an ongoing basis. A 

copy is available in the school office and the school 
library. You may also call us at (571) 252-2160 to have a 

copy sent home with your child.

We welcome your input!



Counselor’s Corner

Welcome back to a new and exciting school year!  The “Character Word” for the month of September is 
RESPECT.  At Mill Run we reinforce this message each day during the morning announcements as we 
recite the Character Pledge--Today…I will do more than I have to; I will treat others as I want to be 
treated, and I will try to become a better person.  Guidance lessons will emphasize the concept of respect 
as it applies to the three areas of focus--academic, social and career.  Please ask your children to tell you 
about what they learned in their guidance lessons.

We hope to start small groups by mid October, so watch your Thursday folders for referral letters and 
permissions slips.  No child will be placed in a small group without parental consent.

The first Mountain Lion’s Pride Citizenship Breakfast for the 2011-2012 year will be held on 
Wednesday, October 5th at 7:45 a.m.  For those who are new to our school, this breakfast recognizes 
students that have been selected by their teachers for demonstrating good citizenship skills.  A gentle 
reminder to parents, if you are unable to attend the Mountain Lion’s Pride breakfast when your child is 
receiving a reward, please let the guidance counselors and/or the classroom teacher know.  Students feel so 
sad, and many tears are shed when there is no one there to see them receive their award.  Mill Run has an 
abundance of good citizenship filling its hallways and classrooms!

Please feel free to contact your grade-level counselor at any time with your questions or concerns so that we 
may discuss them with you.  It is our pleasure to be able to provide support and information to the students 
and families of Mill Run.

Dawn Ramsey (grades K-2)
Michele Kovach (grades 3-5)
Maureen Fulkerson (K & 3) 

Show your pride in your alma mater. 

Donate your college flag 

to be hung in the 

Mill Run Gymnasium.

Mill	  Run’s	  Fit	  Club

Come	  join	  us	  before	  school	  star7ng	  October	  4th	  	  at	  7:15am	  for	  our	  morning	  fitness	  club.

Students	  will	  par7cipate	  in	  a	  variety	  of	  fitness	  based	  ac7vi7es	  to	  start	  their	  day	  off	  right.

Kindergarten	  thru	  Second	  grade	  will	  be	  on	  Tuesdays

Third	  thru	  FiIh	  grade	  will	  be	  on	  Thursdays



 B i r t h d a y  B o o k  C l u b  
Celebrate your birthday by donating a book to the Mill Run Elementary library. 
Choose a book from the local book store and bring it to school along with a note 
inside the book. The note should include your name and birthday date. 
Please print clearly.

Bring your Birthday Book donation to the library. Mrs. Damewood will place a 
Birthday Book Club bookplate inside the book. Students can check your book 
out and enjoy your book donation.
  
Thank you for thinking of the students at Mill Run Elementary. 
Happy Birthday and thank you for celebrating your special day with us!
 
Mrs. Damewood, Librarian

 
L C P S  O n l i n e  R e s o u r c e s

On the library web page is a link to the LCPS Online School Subscriptions for 2011-2012. LCPS 
purchases a variety of online resources for students in grades K-12 to use at home and at school 
to safely search the Internet. A sheet of usernames and passwords is located in the library. Please 

come by the library and pick up a sheet to keep near your computer at home.

Library News

Get ready for holiday shopping!
The Gift Card Fundraiser 

begins 
 November 10th 

7th Annual Internationa l 
Fami ly Fest ival is

Fr iday November 1 1th at 5 :30!

School Meal Pricing
The price of Loudoun County Public Schools meals has 

been increased for the 2011-2012 school year. The price 
of meals will be as follows:

Breakfast: $2.00

Elementary lunch: $3.00

Adult Meal: $4.00



Community Cares presents:

Stop Hunger Rally, Mill Run Gym
October 5th Grades K-2: 1 pm, Grades 3-5: 1:45 pm
Mr. Vickers will lead a discussion with Students about Hunger.
This Rally also serves as a Charity Fundraiser Kick-off.   
Please Look for Pledge Packet Info & Volunteer Forms in Thursday folders.

The Run to Stop Hunger, Mill Run Track
October 21st, 2:45 - 3:30 pm  
The events’ purpose is to raise funds for our meal packing event.
Run Entrance Fees will benefit the PTO’s operating budget.
Pledged money will benefit Stop Hunger Now.
Please participate & Join our Fight against Hunger!
Details to follow in backpacks.

Stop Hunger Now Meal Packaging Event, 
Mill Run Gym
Saturday, November 12th, 3 - 5 pm

Solving Hunger in our Lifetime IS possible
& Goals this high are worth it
  By raising $12,500, we can provide 50,000 meals to  feed starving children.

  Hundreds of Volunteers needed: Sign-up forms will be sent home soon.

  Bring your Family & serve together; it might just change your Life!

“Community Cares” was started to teach our children the value of service 
& giving to others, while creating a greater sense of community within our 
own school family. Learning about other peoples needs & cultures beyond 
their experience is important!  Our goal is to foster an empowering 
environment for our students where:

“Small Kids, Make a BIG Difference!”

There’s a WORLD 
of learning in 
helping others!
For More Info visit: 
http://www.stophungernow.org

Or Contact:
Diane Greene
Community Cares Chairperson
d-greene@comcast.net



“Future Falcon Night”

…….The	  fiJh	  graders	  have	  been	  invited	  by	  the	  Briar	  Woods	  Marching	  Band	  to	  aMend	  the	  Briar	  Woods	  
football	  game	  on	  September	  30th	  to	  sing	  along	  with	  other	  5th	  graders	  from	  our	  cluster,	  and	  the	  choirs	  of	  
Eagle	  Ridge	  and	  Stone	  Hill.	  The	  singers	  will	  be	  accompanied	  by	  the	  Briar	  Woods	  marching	  band	  and	  the	  
bands	  of	  Eagle	  Ridge	  and	  Stone	  Hill.	  The	  students	  will	  be	  singing	  “The	  Star-‐Spangled	  Banner,	  The	  Briar	  
Woods	  School	  Song,	  and	  the	  Briar	  Woods	  Fight	  Song.	  

The	  Fourth	  Grade	  will	  be	  performing	  the	  musical	  “Educa7on	  Rocks”	  during	  American	  Educa7on	  Week,	  on	  
Tuesday,	  November	  15,	  at	  6:30	  p.m.	  The	  dress	  rehearsal	  will	  be	  at	  1:30	  p.m.	  Songs	  include	  “Educa7on	  
Rocks”,	  “I	  Like	  School”,	  “Informa7on	  Age”,	  “Think”	  and	  “Never	  Stop	  Learning”.	  

All About Art

What a great start off to the new school year in art!  Weʼve been working on learning new concepts 
and expanding on prior knowledge. 
Hereʼs some of the projects weʼve been creating so far:
1st grade - Primary Colored Ice Cream Sundaes
2nd grade - Chinese Landscapes
3rd grade - (Browning) Japanese Kimonos
                   (Weaver) Laurel Birch Cats
4th grade - (Browning) Abstract Fall Trees
                   (Weaver) Contrast Compositions demonstrating elements of design
5th grade - Lighthouses
  

 Music Notes

Cut those box tops and send them in!!!  

Can you imagine a fundraiser that's easier than eating a bowl of cereal or having a snack? 
With General Mills Box Tops for Education it's that simple. The school earns 10 cents for 
every box top logo that we submit to General Mills. Last year, Mill Run collected $2,940. 
Box Tops can be turned in to your child's teacher any day of the week. The teachers submit 
their Box Tops on the first Monday of every month.  So please remember to neatly trim your 
Box Tops, check the expiration dates, and send them to school! 

Visit http://www.boxtops4education.com for more information. 
Contact Anne Marie Ames at annemarie.ames@gmail.com with any questions! 



	  	  	  	   Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year!  My name is Andrea Ronk and I am excited to be serving as your PTO 
President.  

It was so nice to see everyone at our Open House/Back to School Night.  Thank you to all of the volunteers that 
helped make that day a success, and to Sunny Trippel for organizing Foster’s Grille to come out and grill 
hamburgers and hot dogs for our families. The PTO had a busy summer preparing for the new school year.  
Thank you to Laura Hoyler and her volunteers for stuffing our first day packets.  Many thanks to Lyndsay Illsley 
and her TEACH committee for assisting our teachers in getting ready for the school year. Also, I would like to 
thank Mellany Weaver and Karen McLaughlin for welcoming our teachers back with a wonderful teacher 
luncheon.  

     I hope everyone was as excited as I was to see our new school store, built by Mill Run parent, Mark Petitt.  
Thank you to Caroline Molthen and Melanie Kelly for all of their hard work getting our spirit wear and school 
store ready for the school year.  You did an awesome job!

     Over the summer, our PTO meetings have been well attended, which I hope continues.  I encourage you to 
join the PTO, attend our meetings, and volunteer your time for one of our fun events this school year. We 
appreciate your support and thank you in advance for volunteering.  Your PTO has so many fun and exciting 
events planned for this school year. First, we have our 3rd Annual Faculty Softball Game on Friday, September 
30th.  We will also have movie nights, bingo, a carnival, after-school activities, assemblies, and restaurant nights. 
Please check out the new Mill Run website and click on the PTO link to view contact information for your PTO 
Executive Board and Activity Chairpersons for this year. I would like to thank Kath Race for updating our PTO 
website.  It looks great!  Please feel free to contact us with any questions you may have.  I look forward to seeing 
everyone at our 3rd annual Mill Run Softball game.  Remember to join the PTO and support Mill Run!!

Best wishes for a successful school year,

Andrea Ronk

PTO NEWS

WELCOME TO OUR SPIRIT STORE!
Hours: Every Thursday Morning, 7:30-7:45am

Paw Pride Pencil, assorted pastels:	
 $ .50

Paw Clip Bookmarks:	
 	
 	
 $1.00

MRE Swirl Eraser, assorted brights:	
 $1.00

Paw Pride Vinyl Ruler :	
 	
 	
 $1.00

Pawsome Notebook:	
 	
 	
 $2.00

Dual Pencil/Crayon Sharpener:	
 	
 $2.00

Paw Pride Car Magnet	
 	
 	
 $5.00

Please tune into our Wednesday morning announcement and 
our Mill Run PTO Facebook page for our weekly features!

Contact: Caroline Molthen at caroline.molthen@verizon.net or 
Melanie Kelly Melanie@glassmile.net with any questions.



MILL RUN PTO 2011-2012

CUTURAL ARTS PROGRAM

Flumpa	  Live	  –	  Science	  Rocks:	  	  Exercise	  Your	  Mind	  &	  Body	  
Thursday	  –	  October	  6,	  2011	  (8:30am,	  9:45am	  and	  11:35am)

Music	  *	  Science*Fitness*Fun!
Your	  adventure	  guides	  –	  Flumpa	  –	  the	  tree	  frog	  &	  Wendy	  –	  the	  singing	  scien7st!
A	  high-‐energy	  assembly	  on	  your	  feet	  fun	  with	  songs	  about	  rep7le	  vs	  amphibian,	  H2O	  cycle,	  wetlands,	  coral	  
reefs,	  planetary	  mo7on	  and	  more.

(There	  is	  a	  book	  The	  Adventures	  of	  Flumpa	  and	  Friends,	  Someday….Someday	  to	  pass	  around	  the	  
Kindergarten	  classes	  prior	  to	  the	  assembly	  as	  a	  great	  introduc8on	  to	  Flumpa.)

Living	  In	  Space
Tuesday	  –	  November	  15,	  2011	  (8:30am,	  9:45am	  and	  11:35am)

Ever	  wondered	  what	  it	  is	  like	  to	  go	  into	  space?	  	  How	  do	  you	  eat	  in	  space?	  	  Sleep?	  Go	  to	  the	  bathroom?	  	  How	  
dangerous	  is	  it,	  really?	  	  The	  secrets	  of	  space	  travel	  are	  revealed	  in	  the	  fast	  paced,	  entertainment	  show.	  	  The	  
show	  looks	  at	  a	  day	  in	  the	  life	  of	  an	  astronaut.	  	  The	  props	  and	  materials	  in	  the	  program	  are	  the	  “real	  deal!”

Fall	  Shows

Our fundraiser, featuring Sally 
Foster gift wrap and gift products 

has been extended to 
Tuesday, October 4th. 

 Don’t forget, even though our 
fundraiser is ending, you can still purchase Sally 

Foster products year round and Mill Run will 
receive 50% of every order placed by entering 

our school #617990.  So when you are shopping 
for the holidays, don’t forget to check out Sally 

Foster for all your shopping needs. 

 Not only will you be getting some terrific 

products, but Mill Run will receive 50% of 
every order placed.  Don’t delay; support Mill 

Run by purchasing Sally Foster products today!

 Sally Foster Fundraiser

1st	  RESTAURANT	  NIGHT	  of	  2011-2012!

Take	  a	  break	  from	  your	  boring	  routine	  to	  

join	  us	  at	  the	  Ashburn	  Fuddruckers	  for	  

Burgers,	  Fries	  and	  Fun!

10%	  goes	  back	  to	  Mill	  Run

Thursday,	  October	  6th

5:00-9:00	  PM



Loudoun County Public Schools Parent Resource Center 

Fall 2011 Event Schedule 
 

Autism Series:  Functional Communication 
                         The elements needed for developing a communication system that allows a child  
      to express wants and needs.  For parents of children with little verbal or functional communication. 

Thursday, October 6 at 7 pm  
 

Journey to Adulthood: Puberty and Sexuality  
Presented by Carol Beckett of PEATC 

A candid discussion for parents who want strategies for guiding  
 

Thursday, October 13 at 7 pm 

 
Moving on from Early Childhood Special Education to Kindergarten with an IEP 

Topics include the referral process and an overview of the Kindergarten program 
Thursday, November 10 at 7 pm 

 

Autism Series:  Support Positive Mealtimes 
Causes and strategies for eating challenges 

Tuesday, November 15 from 9-11 am (morning session) 
 

Autism Series: Adolescent Issues 
Topics Include Hygiene, Socialization, Fears, Behavior, Health & More 

Thursday, December 1 at 7 pm  

 
Moving on from Elementary to Middle School with an IEP 

Topics include the role of the case manager, block scheduling, and service delivery  
Tuesday, December 6 at 7 pm 

 

Events are held at the LCPS Administrative Building, 21000 Education Court, Ashburn, 20148 
Pre-registration is requested.  Call 571-252-2185 or go to www.lcps.org/prc  

Be sure to Register for KEEP IN TOUCH  at www.lcps.org/prc to get email event notifications. 
 

If, due to a disability, you need assistance or an interpreter, call 571-252-2185 7 days before an event. 
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Want a sneak peak?  www.CelebrateCalm.com 
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Want a sneak peek at what you will see?  
Click here: www.celebratecalm.com 
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! !

Reading Specialists: Allison Hatton & Lisa Schwarz !

PALS: Each year Mill Run participates in a 
state wide literacy screening program called 
PALS (Phonological Awareness Literacy 
Screening.)  In Kindergarten, this measure 
looks at children's ability to identify letters, 
sounds and rhyming words as well as their 
ability to finger point read familiar text.  
These skills are the foundation of future 
literacy learning.  In first through third grade, 
the students are assessed in the areas of 
spelling, word recognition in isolation, oral 
reading and comprehension.  The screening 
results enable the classroom teacher to 
provide specific, appropriate instruction for 
each individual student. 
     The state determines benchmark-passing 
scores for these measures.  Those students 
who do not meet the benchmark receive 
additional literacy instruction.  This screening 
and remediation program is a result of 
Virginia's Early Intervention Reading 
Initiative (EIRI) passed in 1997.

 DRA: The Developmental Reading 
Assessment (DRA) is given in grades 1-3 
as a measure of students' abilities in 
reading accuracy, fluency and, most 
importantly, comprehension.  According 
to Joetta Beaver, creator of DRA, the 
primary purposes of the assessment are 
to: 

1. Monitor student growth in a 
variety of skills and strategies. 

2. Help teachers diagnose students' 
needs and plan for instruction. 

3. Prepare students to be successful 
at meeting today's classroom and 
testing expectations.

4. Loudoun County and Mill Run 
use the results to assess the 
students’ independent reading 
ability.

Welcome back to school!!  We hope you had a fun, relaxing summer and are ready to read, 
read, read!!!  We wanted to get some information to you about our upcoming testing that 
may happen in your child’s classroom!  Please also check our website for more detailed 
information.  We will be sending a monthly newsletter home called “Reading Connections” 
with our primary students for additional reading information. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact us!!!  Have a great year!

Would you like to help give a fish a new home?

Mr. Snead, one of  our Music Teachers,  takes care of  the fish in the aquarium in the Main Office.  He has 
decided there are just too many fish in the tank at this time.  Some have grown and a few 
have been donated by a staff  member that moved out the area.  

These fish are not for beginners.  

 If  you have an established aquarium at home and would like to adopt a fish from the 
aquarium, please get in touch with Mr. Snead, todd.snead@lcps.org.  
Two gold gouramis, 2 algae eaters (will require 75 gallon tank or larger), and 3 cory catfish are available.



 
 

 
 
 

Mark your calendar for 
Mill Run Elementary’s 

“Book Character Dress-Up Day” 
Monday, October 31st @ 1:30 p.m. 

 
What is it? 
All month long, teachers will discuss story characters with their students. We are asking that each child 
choose a favorite character from a book and bring a costume (in a bag) which they will put on at 1:00 p.m.  
Most families will wish to have this costume be the same one that their children will wear at night (if they 
are intending to participate in “Trick-or-Treating”). 
 
What is isn’t: 
There will not be classroom parties associated with this celebration.  Our focus is on sharing a favorite book 
character with our classmates! 
 
HERE’S THE PLAN: 
Each student will bring a copy of a book, or comic book, that includes the character they are representing.  
The book must be one that the child has either read or listened to an adult read.  During the school day, they 
will discuss the character they’ve chosen with their classmates, and they will describe how they are similar 
and/or different from the character they are portraying.  They must have the book with them (or a small 
poster of the book cover) because they will carry this during the parade @ 1:30. 
 
ARE THERE ANY RULES ABOUT THE COSTUMES? 
 Yes!   Children must not wear their costumes to school.  They’ll dress into them @ 
  1:00 p.m. (Parent helpers in the K-2 classrooms are greatly appreciated!) 
 No Masks may be worn!  Nothing ghoulish or scary is acceptable. 
 You may bring accessories (i.e.: a Honey Pot for Winnie the Pooh), but 
  they cannot be toy weapons or any other object that might 
    be considered threatening! 
 
Parents are invited to come to the “Book Character Parade” at 1:30 p.m. and sit 
on the bleachers in the gym.  You’ll want to arrive by 1:15 p.m.. Bring your 
cameras, and enjoy!  After the parade is over, parents must remember that they 
will need to sign their children out in the office if they intend to take them 
home.  A.M. Kindergartners are welcome to return for the parade, as long as 
they are accompanied by their parents.  Adults are encouraged to dress as their 
favorite book characters as well.   
 
 Parents are encouraged to carpool or walk to the parade, if possible. 



FLES	  (Spanish)	  News

The	  implementa7on	  of	  the	  FLES	  (Foreign	  Language	  in	  the	  Elementary	  School)	  program	  in	  Loudoun	  County	  Public	  School	  
is	  complete	  with	  students	  in	  grades	  1-‐5	  receiving	  some	  level	  of	  FLES	  instruc7on.	  	  We	  are	  now	  prepared	  to	  begin	  
assessing	  the	  Spanish	  language	  skills	  of	  students	  who	  receive	  a	  minimum	  of	  60	  minutes	  of	  FLES	  instruc7on	  every	  week	  
(grades	  3-‐5).	  The	  purpose	  of	  this	  no7ce	  is	  to	  inform	  you	  that	  your	  child	  will	  receive	  a	  FLES	  grade	  on	  this	  year’s	  report	  
card	  every	  quarter.	  	  Language	  development	  will	  be	  measured	  through	  class	  ac7vi7es	  that	  are	  assessed	  using	  the	  
Na1onal	  Standards	  set	  by	  the	  American	  Council	  on	  the	  Teaching	  of	  Foreign	  Languages.	  

For	  more	  informa7on,	  please	  see	  the	  Art, FLES, Music, PE Report Card Manual	  found	  on	  the	  Loudoun	  County	  Public	  
Schools	  webpage	  at  www.lcps.org > Parents  > Elementary School Report Card Manuals. 

If you have additional questions, please contact me at (571) 252-2160.

Sincerely	  yours,	  

Celia	  L.	  Nagle	  &	  Juan	  Rios	  (FLES	  Team)

Tech Bites From The Technology Resource Teacher – Tricia Smith
As you walk the halls of Mill Run, please poke your head into a classroom. What do you notice in each of 

the classrooms that are different from previous years? You will notice each classroom now has been 
outfitted with an interactive Promethean Board!  Promethean is helping bring to life the promise of 21st 
century learning, improving engagement and results for learners and teachers. Teachers and students 
alike have been engaged whether watching the WMRE News Show, interacting with a BrainPOP activity 

or simply teaching a lesson from a flipchart.  As  Mrs. Cornely states, "I absolutely LOVE having a 
Promethean Board in my classroom.  I use it 
every day in almost every single lesson.  My 

students love using it as well and I feel that it 
helps them stay more engaged while learning.  I 

can't imagine teaching without one now.  :-)".

Throughout this school year, teachers will attend 
Staff Development Promethean Trainings to 

enhance their technology skills using the board.  
In addition to the classroom teachers and 
assistants, Tricia Smith, will offer basic 

Promethean trainings for substitute teachers.  



2011-12 “Moveable Monday” Implementation Plan 
LCPS Elementary Schools 

 
“Moveable Mondays” would be used in all elementary schools to offset the disproportionate number of 
Mondays missed during the school year.  As a Monday is missed, the Monday schedule is run on a 
subsequent day of the week.  The advantage of this alternative is that the normal schedule is resumed the 
following week which should decrease confusion among students, parents and teachers.  
 
Example: 
Monday, Oct. 10, 2011 (Columbus Day) – All elementary schools would run their Monday schedules on 
Tuesday, Oct. 11 followed by the regular W-F schedule.  Calendar for week:  Holiday, M, W, Th, F. 

This plan does not accommodate schedule adjustments due to inclement weather days. 

 

2011-12 “Moveable Monday” Implementation Schedule 
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Comparing the current calendar with no modifications and the Moveable Monday schedule the distribution 
of instructional days is as follows: 

2011-2012  No modification Modified 

Monday        30       35 

Tuesday   38       36 

Wednesday   38       37 

Thursday   37       36 

Friday    37       36 



 

October 2011 
 

        Elementary Lunch Menu Three easy ways to pre-pay for meals and purchases: 
*Cash 

 

                Loudoun County Public Schools 
*Check made payable to “County of Loudoun” 

*Credit card at www.pay4lunch.com 
 

 Lunch Prices 
Student  - Full 

Daily 
$3.00 

Weekly 
$15.00 

October 
$60.00 

 Student – Reduced 
Adult 

$  .40 
$4.00 

  $2.00 
$20.00                                          

           $ 8.00 
          $80.00 
 

 

Daily Feature Salad Meals 
All Feature Salad meals include meat/meat alternate, fruit, vegetable, grain and your choice of milk. 

 
Salads are Available Starting Wednesday, August 31st 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  
 

Vegetarian Chef Salad 
Traditional Chef Salad 

Hummus Vegetable 

 

Vegetarian Chef Salad 
Traditional Chef Salad 

Chicken Caesar 
 

Vegetarian Chef Salad 
Traditional Chef Salad 

Hummus Vegetable 
Taco Salad on Taco Day 

 

Vegetarian Chef Salad 
Traditional Chef Salad 
Fruit Salad with Yogurt 

 
Tuna Salad 

Hummus Vegetable 

 
Additional Daily Items – Yogurt and Bagel Entrée and Fresh Side Salads 

 
Choice of milk available with all meals.  Now featuring Skim Chocolate Milk! 

 
Monday 10/3 Tuesday 10/4 Wednesday 10/5 Thursday 10/6 Friday 10/7 

Choose one Entrée: 
Grilled Egg Patties * with 
     French Toast Sticks 
Grilled Cheese Sandwich * 
 
 
 
 
 
Choice of Three: 
Steamed Green Beans 
Baby Carrots & Ranch 
     Dressing 
Chilled Pineapple 

Choose one Entrée: 
Chicken Nuggets 
Ham & Cheese Bagel + 
All:  Steamed Brown Rice 
 
 
 
 
 
Choice of Three: 
Steamed Broccoli 
Mandarin Oranges 
Chilled Pears 

Choose one Entrée: 
Italian Dunker # with 
     Mozzarella Breadstick 
Chicken Filet on Bun 
 
 
 
 
 
Choice of Three: 
Steamed Corn 
Green Leaf and Spinach 
     Salad 
Chilled Mixed Fruit 

Choose one Entrée: 
Beef Nachos # with Baked 
     Tostitos® Scoops® 
Bean Nachos* with Baked 
     Tostitos® Scoops® 
Corn Dog 
All:  Whole Wheat Pretzel 
     Rod 
 
Choice of Three: 
Refried Beans  
Steamed Spinach 
Chilled Applesauce 

Choose one Entrée 
Pizza * 
MaxSnax Cheesiest Con 
     Queso 
 
 
 
 
 
Choice of Three: 
Steamed Green Peas 
Steamed Mixed 
     Vegetables 
Chilled Peaches 

Monday 10/10 Tuesday 10/11 Wednesday 10/12 Thursday 10/13 Friday 10/14 
 
 
 
 
 

No School 
 

Choose one Entrée: 
Chicken Nuggets 
Hamburger on Bun # 
Cheeseburger on Bun # 
All:  Asian Noodles 
 
 
 
Choice of three: 
Steamed Green Beans 
Mandarin Oranges 
Chilled Pineapple 

Choose one Entrée: 
Taco Pie # 
Mini Corn Dogs 
All: Whole Wheat Pretzel 
     Rod 
 
 
 
Choice of three: 
Vegetarian Baked Beans 
Steamed Spinach 
Chilled Applesauce 

Choose one Entrée: 
Spaghetti w/ Meatballs # 
Spaghetti w/ String 
     Cheese and Marinara 
     Sauce * 
Fish Nuggets * 
All:  Wheat Roll 
 
Choice of three: 
Steamed Corn 
Green Leaf and Spinach 
     Salad 
Chilled Mixed Fruit 

Choose one Entrée: 
Pizza * 
Quesadilla Pizza 
Chicken & Cheese 
     Enchilada 
 
 
 
Choice of three:  
Steamed Green Peas 
Steamed Mixed 
     Vegetables 
Chilled Peaches 

Monday 10/17 Tuesday 10/18 Wednesday 10/19 Thursday 10/20 Friday 10/21 
Choose one Entrée: 
Hot Dog on Bun 
Steak & Cheese Sub # 
 
 
 
 
 
Choice of three: 
Steamed Corn 
Fruit Crisp 
Chilled Mixed Fruit 

Choose one Entrée: 
Macaroni & Cheese * with 
     Wheat Roll 
Hamburger on Bun # 
Cheeseburger on Bun # 
 
 
 
Choice of three: 
Steamed Broccoli 
Steamed Baby Carrots 
Chilled Pears 

Choose one Entrée: 
Soft Taco # 
Bean Soft Taco *  
Fish Nuggets * 
All: Whole Wheat Pretzel 
     Rod 
Taco Salad # 
 
Choice of three: 
Refried Beans  
Lettuce, Tomato & Cheese 
Chilled Applesauce 

Choose one Entrée: 
Chicken Nuggets 
     with Wheat Roll 
Open Faced Roast Turkey 
     Sandwich 
 
 
 
Choice of three: 
Mashed Potatoes 
Steamed Spinach 
Chilled Pineapple 

Choose one Entrée: 
Pizza * 
Teriyaki Chicken  
All:  Steamed Brown Rice 
 
 
 
 
Choice of three: 
Steamed Mixed 
     Vegetables 
Green Leaf and Spinach 
     Salad 
Chilled Peaches 

 
 
 
 Monday 10/24 Tuesday 10/25 Wednesday 10/26 Thursday 10/27 Friday 10/28 
Choose one Entrée: 
Grilled Egg Patties * with 
     French Toast Sticks 
Grilled Cheese Sandwich * 
 
 
 
 
 
Choice of Three: 
Steamed Green Beans 
Baby Carrots & Ranch 
     Dressing 
Chilled Pineapple 

Choose one Entrée: 
Chicken Nuggets 
Ham & Cheese Bagel + 
All:  Steamed Brown Rice 
 
 
 
 
 
Choice of Three: 
Steamed Broccoli 
Mandarin Oranges 
Chilled Pears 

Choose one Entrée: 
Italian Dunker # with 
     Mozzarella Breadstick 
Chicken Filet on Bun 
 
 
 
 
 
Choice of Three: 
Steamed Corn 
Green Leaf and Spinach 
     Salad 
Chilled Mixed Fruit 

Choose one Entrée: 
Beef Nachos # with Baked 
     Tostitos® Scoops® 
Bean Nachos* with Baked 
     Tostitos® Scoops® 
Corn Dog 
All:  Whole Wheat Pretzel 
     Rod 
 
Choice of Three: 
Refried Beans  
Steamed Spinach 
Chilled Applesauce 

Choose one Entrée 
Pizza * 
MaxSnax Cheesiest Con 
     Queso 
 
 
 
 
 
Choice of Three: 
Steamed Green Peas 
Steamed Mixed 
     Vegetables 
Chilled Peaches 

Monday 10/31 
Choose one Entrée: 
Chicken Nuggets 
Hamburger on Bun # 
Cheeseburger on Bun # 
All:  Asian Noodles 
 
 
 
Choice of three: 
Steamed Green Beans 
Mandarin Oranges 
Chilled Pineapple 

 

 
National School Lunch Week 

October 10th thru October 14th  
“School Lunch - Let’s Grow Healthy” 

 
 



A special Thank You to Holton Design for donating the 
Staff Softball T-shirts for our 

3rd Annual Softball Game!  If you have any graphic 
printing needs, please

Contact them at holton5@verizon.net

MANY THANKS TO OUR COMMUNITY SPONSORS!

MILL RUN SCHOOL MOTO

Today...

I will do more than I have to,

I will treat others as I want to be treated,

And I will try to become a better person.

Mark Pettit
For all of your custom 

woodworking needs, please call 
Mark at 571-221-7832 or 

Mark@elitepokertables.net

mailto:holton5@verizon.net
mailto:holton5@verizon.net

