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November At-A-Glance

Oct. 31:  Book Character Dress-up Parade @ 1:30 in 

gym

Nov. 1:  Final day of  1st grading period

Nov. 4 & 5: Teacher Conferences / NO SCHOOL for 
        students!

Nov. 6:  Mt. Lion Pride Citizenship Breakfast @ 7:50 am
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 Specials run on Monday schedule today

Nov. 8:  Family Heritage Festival @ 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

 Last day to bring food for the Holiday Food Drive

Nov. 11: Veterans Day: School is IN SESSION  

Nov. 12: PTO Board Meeting @ 2:50 in Library

Nov. 13: Repor t cards come home w/ students

Nov. 14: PTO Gift Card order forms sent home

Nov. 15: PTO Movie Night 
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Nov. 18-22:  American Education Week

(See brochure for special events!)

Book Fair open all week until 3:30, until 6:00 on Tues.

!!!!!!!!!!
Nov. 18: PTO Luncheon of  Soup & Salad for Mill Run staff 

  from 10:45-1:15 in lounge

Nov. 19: 4th Grade musical @ 1:30 & 6:30 p.m.

Nov. 21: Turkey Feasts for all: 10:20-1:30 (Please join us!)

 PTO Gift Card “Early bird” orders due

Nov. 22: Nat’l Substitute Teachers Day

 Book Fair closes @ 3:30 p.m.

Nov. 26: Laser Assemblies

Nov. 27-Dec. 1 : Thanksgiving holiday/ NO SCHOOL!
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Cornely’s Conversation

Reading has been and continues to be a favorite hobby and pastime of mine.  To me, 
finding yourself lost deep in a book hanging on to the writer's every word and looking 
forward to what's next makes reading exciting to me.! This is a feeling that we strive to 

instill within our students each day.! In addition to reading for pleasure, our students need 
to learn how to read to gain information, as well as analyze and think critically.! These 

skills are often tested on the Standards of Learning (SOL) tests.! To address this focus, we 
are reading Test Talk by Amy Greene and Glennon Doyle as a staff this year. The book primarily 

focuses on teaching our students essential test taking strategies through our reading workshop model. Skills 
children learn today are ones that will support them in the many years of schooling to come. 

To fully prepare our students to reach their greatest potential, there must be a team approach. With that being 
said, we are so blessed at Mill Run to have such outstanding home support with your children.! You work 
closely with them nightly to read and complete homework, as well as provide opportunities to learn through 
authentic experiences outside of school. I would like to share some of the strategies our staff has learned that 
you may be able to apply with your child/ren at home:

- Read actively:! encourage your student to think while they're reading and incorporate various comprehension 
strategies, such as questioning, making connections, inferring, predicting, etc. These same skills can and should 
be exercised with test taking. 

- Identify and follow directions:! help your student look for various features within text, such as bold, italics, 
font, and/or boxed text. 

- Activate schema:! as students are reading, help them to apply their background knowledge from past learning 
experiences. We are encouraging our students to say, "Hey brain, what do I know about...?"

These are only a few ways to help your child to achieve at a high level when reading and taking assessments. If 
you have any questions and/or would like to discuss test taking or comprehension strategies, please feel free to 
contact me. 

Reading is the most powerful gift we can give to our children and is truly the gateway to learning.! I am excited 
to see our students grow as our teachers implement the strategies from Test Talk, and we are grateful for your 
support along the way.

The PTO would like to thank our 
Mill Run Parents for your support at our

First Restaurant Night (and Day!) of 2013-2014

Our school made $700 during the two days!
All of the earnings will go back

 into your child’s classroom this year!
We hope that you had fun and we thank you for your support!!



Velt!’s V"ion
By:  Ma!sa Velt!, Admin"trative Intern

We are de!nitely o" to a great school year with the !rst marking period coming to an end soon!  

I would like to take this opportunity to remind all of our families and the community of an upcoming 
event that is happening at Mill Run.  On Friday, November 8th, we will be having our annual Family 
Heritage Festival from 6:30-8:30.  Delicious foods from local restaurants will be served, as well as from our 
very own Mill Run families.  We will enjoy some very exciting performances throughout the evening…
something that you don’t want to miss out on!  Please plan to join us for this fun event where we can all learn 
about the di"erent cultures that make up our school and its community. 

As always, please remember to continue looking inside of your child(s) yellow #ursday folder, as well 
as checking the Calendar of Events on the Mill Run web page for more information.  Staying connected is a 
very important part of your child(s) education!  I hope all of our Mill Run families have a wonderful 
#anksgiving holiday season!

Your friend,
Ma!sa

Its Time for........

M OV I E  N I G H T !
Mill Run PTO’s first movie night is 

Friday, November 15th

Doors open at 6:30 and movie starts at 7pm

Be on the Lookout for More Details!





Absentee Phone Line
If your child is absent for any reason, please make sure to call the Mill Run Absentee Phone 

Line, (571) 252-2162, on the day or days your child is not in school. When possible, we would 
like to receive your call before our work day begins at 7:30 am. 

Also, please call the absentee number if your child will be tardy that day to prevent a phone call 
having to be made home. The absentee phone line is available for your use 24 hours a day, 

everyday. You can also save time and email us about your child’s absence - 
MILABSENTEE@lcps.org

PTO Email Updates -- Coming Soon!!

The PTO will launch our Updates email again this year to the Mill 

Run community. A few times a month we hope to reach out and 

offer reminders, updates and a schedule of upcoming events right 

to your email inbox. Our goal is to keep you more informed and 

offer many links and resources for finding information that you 

may need! 

Please be sure to add our address MillRunElemPTO@gmail.com to your email Safe 

Senders List, Address Book or Contact List so that you can receive our emails!

On Tuesday,! November 19th during American Education Week, the 
4th grade will present a musical presentation of American folk songs.! 
The students will sing, accompany, and present movement with these 

folk songs I have chosen for them from American folksong repertoire.! The students 
will be using xylophones, metallophones, glockenspiels, drums and other unpitched 
percussion instruments to accompany the songs they will be singing.! This presentation 
will be held at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, November 19th, in the gym of Mill Run Elementary.! 
A dress rehearsal will take place at 1:30 pm that afternoon.! Parents and guests are 
invited to this performance as well.! The 4th graders can arrive that evening at 6:10 pm 
and go directly to their 4th grade classroom. 

The Fourth Grade Musical !!



Counselor’s Corner

It’s not too late to join the PTO !!
Join the Mill Run PTO and be informed!

We need your ideas, creativity and organizational skills!
We support our students and teachers through community events, 
providing educational resources and materials, while fostering a 

community attitude within our school.
Plus, it’s FUN!!

You can sign up on line at tinyurl.com/MREPTOMEMBERSHIP, 
OR by scanning this QR code.

It’s that easy!! 

The “Character Word” for the month of November is FAIRNESS.  Guidance lessons in the classroom will 
focus on Fairness in the three major developmental skill areas: academic, social and career.  We want to 
encourage group and individual responsibility for demonstrating Fairness.  Academically, students will 
understand how Fairness applies to doing their own work and doing their fair share when in a group.  Socially, 
the students will understand the concept of Fairness as it applies to friendships, by giving respect, playing by the 
rules, sharing and taking turns.  Career objectives include applying the concept of Fairness to doing their fair 
share of the work, showing respect, and doing what is right.  Please ask your children to tell you about what 
they learned in their guidance lesson.

The November Mountain Lion’s Pride Citizenship Breakfast will be held on Wednesday, November 6th.  A 
gentle reminder to parents, if you are unable to attend the Mountain Lion’s Pride Breakfast when your child is 
receiving the reward, please inform the school counselor’s and/or classroom teacher.

Our Holiday Canned Food Drive will continue until Nov. 8th.  Non-perishable food items are being collected in 
the classrooms until that day.   In the past we have donated to two local charities they again will be Loudoun 
Interfaith and LINK.  
During the Winter Holidays there are several agencies in Loudoun County that offer food, clothing and gifts for 
children and seniors.  If your family is in financial need you can apply to one of the programs, please be aware 
that most agencies will only be taking applications until Nov. 15th.   You can apply online for the Holiday 
Coalition at .Q7VhhCCC4*0M0(*-".'+$4-+*h0(9'N4.",1%

Please contact your school counselor’s or parent liaison for any further assistance or a complete list of agencies. 

Feel free to contact your grade-level counselor at any time with your questions or concerns so that we may 
discuss them with you.  It is our pleasure to be able to provide support and 
information to the students and families of Mill Run.

Maureen Fulkerson (grades K-2)
Michele Kovach (grades 3-5)

http://www.givingothers.org/index.html
http://tinyurl.com/MREPTOMEMBERSHIP
http://tinyurl.com/MREPTOMEMBERSHIP
http://www.givingothers.org/index.html


  BE K.I.N.D. - RUN FOR FUN WAS A SWIFT SUCCESS!

QUESTION:  Could YOU sit on a hard cement or dirt floor for 7 
hours a day, 5 days a week, for years, AND also concentrate 
on learning math, science or a new language?  Mr.Vickers 
asked students last month that very question. He even brought 
Mr. Cornely & Ms. Veltri onto the stage in the gym during an 
assembly to demonstrate his point. He asked them to have a 
seat on the floor and “finish a project” for him while he gave his 
presentation to the students. As Mr.Cornely and Ms.Veltri were 
clearly having trouble trying to complete their heritage project 
without a desk, the passionate principal showed the children a 

short film about students in Malawi and the K.I.N.D. Fund, or rather, Kids In Need of Desks.

The K.I.N.D. Fund is a UNICEF program that provides desks for school children in the nation of Malawi in Africa.  Not only will the 
desks pick a child up off the floor, but the desks are built by local craftsmen in Malawi which is a boost to the local economy. 
Mr.Vickers explained that Mill Run students could participate in a fun run coordinated by the Mill Run Cares committee & the 
Equity Team. The entry money  ($10/student or $15 per family) would go to help the students he spoke of in East Africa. He 
related that giving them a desk, where they can write and concentrate, is the first step towards creating an educational system 
that attracts, and keeps, eager young students. As Vickers spoke on the topic, school custodian Ms.Reyna and 2 students put 
together a desk onstage for Mr.Cornely & Ms.Veltri. The point was driven home. 

So, on October 25th, our Mill Run Mountain Lions put their swift feet and K.I.N.D. hearts to work when they ran for this wonderful 
cause. The students raised nearly $3,000, enabling them to support the purchase (and production!) of 45 desks – enough to 
furnish an entire classroom and then some!! The kids all focused on a common goal of PAWsing to help...by running laps while 
music played and teachers, family & friends cheered them on! They trained each day leading up to the event and even tracked 
their participation using decorated craft sticks that were glued onto a display of a giant painted desk.

“This is our 14th year doing a Run For Fun at Mill Run, and it just becomes more fun and 
more meaningful each year,” praised Mr. Vickers. Many of the students purchased rubber 
bracelets that touted the catchphrase of the campaign “BE KIND  Mill Run ES”.  Aarti Singh, 
a representative from UNICEF out of Washington D.C., attended the event and said that she 
was very impressed by the creativity, the commitment and the passion demonstrated by the 
Mill Run Mountain Lions. The students were excited to give and BE KIND. “I like to be kind” 
shouted 1st grader Erika Trippel, as she raced around the track her second time. The Mill 
Run Cares committee expressed enormous gratitude for the outpouring of support they 
received for this event. Chairperson Melissa Kahn was especially taken by the kidsʼ 
enthusiasm. “We wanted to show the kids and the community that helping out can be 
enormous fun, and that small kids can make a BIG difference in the world. The excitement 
from the first day after the pep rally was huge and only gained momentum as the day of the 
fun run approached.” The committee launched a media blitz that included a “trailer” for the 
run which aired each day on the school morning news. 
The mural that includes the desk covered with the decorated craft sticks as well as a world map showing the many places around 
the world that our Mill Run community has helped over the years, will be on display in the hallway outside of the gym until mid-
November. Be sure to stop by and look at the displays at Mill Runʼs Family Heritage Night (11/8 at 6:30pm) or the next time you 
are in the building.



Library News

Birthday Book Club 2013-2014
We would like to thank the following students for donating a new book to 
the Mill Run Elementary library to celebrate a birthday. 
If you are interested in donating a Birthday Book, information can be found 
on the Library Web Page.
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Library News

We are planning to hold a school-wide Book Swap during the month of January. Every 
student will come to the library during a school day in January and pick a gently used book to 
keep. If you have any gently used books that you would be willing to donate for this event, 
please send them to our library, where we can store books until the big event.! It's our First 
Annual Mill Run Elementary Book Swap and with your help and support, it is sure to be a 
huge success!

Great News!
BelieveKids Fundraising orders are arriving soon!

!
When: Friday, November 8th from 2:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

Where: Hallway outside the music room
!

Please make arrangements to pick up your products from school.

!
Thank you for your support!

For any questions, please email Stephanie Shur at stephanieshur@hotmail.com
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Laser Science will capture kids imaginations with a professionally animated laser show while 
explaining its workings in the process. The music, lasers, lights, and fog will present an interactive 
show that they will never forget!!

The concepts explored are:
" Persistence of Vision - how our eyes make laser shows possible.
" Momentum/Inertia - even light has it.
" Energy Conversion - how energy turns into light.
" Stimulated Emission - how lasers work, Einstein's ideas, and the importance of science, 

engineering, and art.

Please Label Jackets

Now that the weather is getting a bit cooler, please make 
sure to write your children’s names inside their jackets. 

You would be surprised how many jackets are left at 
school each year and never reclaimed. At the end of each 
year, we wash our lost and found items and give them to 

charity. We always check for identification labels and 
return them to the appropriate children first.

Please remember that you can find our Lost and Found in 
the two wardrobe cabinets outside of the school cafeteria.
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Mill Run Spirit Store!
Hours: Every Thursday Morning, 7:35-7:50am

Paw Pride Pencil, assorted pastels:! $ .50

Paw Clip Bookmarks:! ! ! $1.00

MRE Swirl Eraser, assorted brights:! $1.00

Paw Pride Vinyl Ruler :! ! ! $1.00

Pawsome Notebook:! ! ! $2.00

Dual Pencil/Crayon Sharpener:! ! $2.00

Paw Pride Car Magnet! ! ! $5.00

The Spirit Store is run by parent volunteers. Children of our volunteers are welcome to help also! 

If you are interested, please contact Melanie Kelly.

Contact:  Melanie Kelly Melanie@glassmile.net with any questions.

Breaking Box Tops News!! !

Thank you to all who sent in box tops during the month of September.  Mill Run collected 8,050 box 
tops, bringing in $805 for the school.  Here are our monthly winners:

1st Place = Posey (925)
2nd Place = Fantaskey (778)

3rd Place = Colbert (612)

Just a few notes about Box Tops:
* Please check expiration dates before sending them in.  We cannot count expired Box Tops.  
* When cutting, please make sure to have the expiration date visible. 
* The Box Tops that are worth money will have an expiration date and the 10 cent showing, 
as well as a dotted border around it; the Box Top logo on its own is not an actual Box Top 
that earns the school money.
* At this time, we are not collecting Labels for Education or Tysons tops.  

Visit http://www.boxtops4education.com for more information. 
Contact Kim Miller kim.mccracken@yahoo.com with any questions! 

When Loudoun County experiences inclement weather conditions the safety of  our 
students and staff  is the most important consideration. In the event that weather or 
other reasons require either closing or delaying the opening of  school, plan to receive up 
to the minute notification via e-mail, a cell phone call, or text message by registering with 

Loudoun Alert. You may register for this free service by accessing the LCPS 
Closings and Delays page via the “site shortcuts” pull down menu on the Mill Run 
home page. Parents have shared that often Loudoun Alert reported school 
closings before TV and radio stations began broadcasting the information. Please 
plan to use this valuable resource.



Events will be cancelled when schools are closed or after school activities cancelled.

Autism Series:  Promoting Positive Mealtimes
Topics include common causes, sensory issues, and behavior strategies.

Thursday, November 7 from 9-11 am (morning) 

Social Media and Your Child on the Autism Spectrum or with a Developmental Disability
Topics include how technology impacts social and emotional development, dangers of the

 internet and social media, cyber bullying, and video gaming.
Thursday November 7 from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Brunch Bunch at Paxton Campus
An opportunity for us to get together, discover resources and answer questions.
We will have the coffee ready, bring your own treats. No registration necessary.

Wed, Nov 13 from 10-11:30 am
*Note Location:  Paxton Campus, Ally Advocacy Center Bldg.

at 601 Catoctin Circle NE, Leesburg, 20176

Call 571-252-2185 to register or go to www.lcps.org/prc. 
The workshop titles are linked to the event flyers and registration

If due to a disability, you need assistance or an interpreter,
call 571-252-2185 7 days before an event.

Follow us on Facebook!

http://www.facebook.com/MillRunPTO

http://www.facebook.com/MillRunPTO
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Mealtimes%202013.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Mealtimes%202013.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Social%20Media%20and%20Your%20Child%202013.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Social%20Media%20and%20Your%20Child%202013.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Brunch%20Bunch%202013.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Brunch%20Bunch%202013.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/prc
http://www.lcps.org/prc
http://www.facebook.com/MillRunPTO
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MANY THANKS TO OUR COMMUNITY SPONSORS!

MILL RUN SCHOOL MOTO
Today...

I will do more than I have to,
I will treat others as I want to be treated,
And I will try to become a better person.

If due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to meaningfully participate in any activities listed in this 
newsletter, please contact Mr. Vickers in the Mill Run office at (571) 252-2160 at least five working days prior to 

the event. if the event is not at Mill Run, he will direct you to the appropriate resource.

Mill Run Elementary is dedicated to continuous school improvement. A formal School Improvement Plan has been 
developed by staff, parents, and community members. The plan is reviewed on an ongoing basis. A copy is available 

in the school office and the school library. You may also call us at (571) 252-2160 to have a copy sent home with 
your child. We welcome your input!


