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2008-2009 Grade 3 History and Social Science
Pacing Guide At a Glance

Month

Topic

Instructional Days

Related SOLs*

Maps, Globes and
Communities

5 days for Communities
10 days for Maps

N/A
Standard 3.5, 3.6

Civics

20 days

Standard 3.10, 3.11, 3.12

Explorers
Review Jamestown/Plymouth
Ancient Mali

15 days

Standard 3.3, 3.5

208-235

15 days

Standard 3.2, 3.4

30-31

Ancient Greece

20 days

Standard 3.1, 3.4

358-359

Ancient Rome

20 days

Standard 3.1, 3.4

358-359

March

Economics

20 days

Standard 3.7, 3.8, 3.9

290-311, 318-339, 160165

April*

Review –
Ancient Civilizations as
contexts for economics,
geography

14 days for the geography
and economics of: Mali,
Greece, Rome, China,
Egypt, 3 Indian Nations

Standards K.7, 1.4, 1.5,
1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9, 2.1, 2.2,
2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 2.8, 2.9,
3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7,
3.8, 3.9

See above

Review Famous People,
Holidays.
Review for SOL Test

6 days

Standards K.1, 1.2, 1.3,
1.11, 1.12, 2.11, 2.12, 3.3,
3.11

See above

Extension of Curriculum—
Focus on geography skills;
e.g. Virginia and/or
US/World regions and
their features.

10-12

3.5a,b,e; VS.1i, VS.2a,b,c

H6-H13, 20-23, 388-389,
110-111, 98-99, 222-223,
32-33.

September
October
November
st

1 Marking period ends

December

Text Pages (ScottForesman)
37-59, 10-23,142-155,
172-181,
32, 98, 110, 222, 388
384-395, 186-191, 366379

Benchmark Window: Dec.
8th, 2008 – Jan. 9th, 2009

January
nd

2 Marking period ends

February

rd

3 Marking period ends
April 13th
Benchmark Window –
Mar. 16th - Apr. 3rd, 2009

May
Suggested Completion
time – May 15, 2009
June

*Please remember that you are responsible for reviewing Kindergarten, First Grade, and Second Grade SOLs, and are expected to integrate them throughout the content of
the curriculum.
**Benchmark tests will only include the material covered up to the testing window.
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IMPORTANT FEATURES OF THIS CURRICULUM/PACING GUIDE FOR 2008-09:
The Virginia Department of Education has REVISED the SOLs for History and Social Science, K-12. 2008-09 is a transition year, so this
document contains some material that will be removed for 2009-2010, some that will be added for 2009-2010, and some that will be
unchanged. PLEASE PAY CAREFUL ATTENTION to the following guidelines which explain how this document is organized and coded.
1. All material that is italicized will be removed starting with the school year 2009-2010. However it WILL be tested during the school
year 2008-09.
2. All material that is underlined in red will be added starting with the school year 2009-2010. However, it WILL NOT be tested during
the school year 2008-09.
3. All material that is in plain text will not change. It will stay in the curriculum for 2008-09 and for 2009-2010. It WILL BE tested
during both years and thenceforward until future revisions from the VADOE.

Material that will be added in 2009-2010 has been included in this guide so that teachers can begin planning for it and including it in their
instruction. As always, the SOLs that are identified with italics or plain text constitute the minimum total amount of knowledge and skills we
expect students to learn in Loudoun County.
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Instruction on Internet Safety:
Please review these guidelines with your students before you begin research projects.
1. Students must talk with teachers, librarians, parents, or guardians before going online. The purpose of this conversation is to discuss the
purpose of searching online for information, and to establish acceptable and unacceptable websites.
2. Students must never reveal any personal information to anyone or any site online. Students should never give their names, addresses, or
other personal information—no matter what online website is asking for it.
3. If unwanted websites “pop-up,” or appear on screen, students must close these right away, and report any “pop-ups” that make them
feel uncomfortable to teachers, librarians, or parents.
4. Students must never agree to meet anyone in person who may have communicated with them online. If communication online takes
place, students should report this to a teacher, librarian, parent, or guardian.
5. Students must interact with the web in ways that are similar to how they are expected to behave with real people. Students must never
disrespect other people online, nor should they use inappropriate language on any interactive sites.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001

4

September
Standard 3.5
The student will develop map skills by
a) positioning and labeling the seven continents and five oceans to create a world map;
b) using the equator and prime meridian to identify the Northern, Southern Eastern, and Western hemispheres;
e) locating specific places using a simple letter-number grid system.
Standard 3.6
The student will read and construct geographic information from maps, tables, graphs, and/or charts.
RESOURCES
Communities - Textbook

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

Scott Foresman

5 days for Standard 3.5 a, b, c

Unit 1, Chapter 1, pages 10-23
Unit 1, Chapter 2, pages 38-53
Unit 3, Chapter 5, pages 142-155
Unit 3, Chapter 6, pages 172-181
Map Skills pages: 32, 98, 110, 222
*See teachers’ manual for references to workbook pages and maps in
other Scott Foresman Resources.

10 days for Standard 3.6
Completion by the end of September.

Scott Foresman Knowledge Box – Software (Available on Loudoun
County Matrix – See your TRT)

Sunburst.com
Neighborhoods and Communities

Scholastic – ISBN 0439-29643-9
FIVE PONDS PRESS BOOKS: 25 copies of each book, “Our World Far and
Wide” and a teacher resource binder, are at EACH elementary school in
Loudoun County. These are often housed in the school libraries. They are
excellent resources—perfectly aligned with our Virginia curriculum for Social
Science.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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Standard 3.5 and 3.6 (continued)
RESOURCES

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

http://nationalgeographic.com
The Earth is Mostly Ocean

Allan Fowler – ISBN 0-516-06038-4
http://www.mrsbogucki.com/cgi-bin/quiz.pl?FILE=continen - Continents and
Oceans review quiz

An Atlas, Maps, Globes

Junior Atlas Desktop Maps

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 3.5
The student will develop map skills by
a) positioning and labeling the seven continents and five oceans to create a world map;
b) using the equator and prime meridian to identify the Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western Hemispheres;
c) locating the countries of Spain, England, and France;
d) locating the regions in the Americas explored by Christopher Columbus (San Salvador in the Bahamas), Juan Ponce de Léon (near St. Augustine, Florida),
Jacques Cartier (near Quebec, Canada), and Christopher Newport (Jamestown, Virginia);
e) locating specific places using a simple letter-number grid system.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

There are seven continents and five
oceans located in the world.

Terms to know
Hemisphere: Half of a sphere
(globe) created by the prime
meridian or the equator
Equator: An imaginary line around
the middle of the earth that divides
the globe into the northern and
southern hemispheres
Prime meridian: An imaginary line
that divides the globe into the
eastern and western hemispheres
Regions: Places that have common
characteristics

Locate places on a grid system.

The equator and the prime meridian
divide the globe into four hemispheres.
The four hemispheres are Northern,
Southern, Eastern, and Western.
A simple letter-number grid system on
maps is used to locate places.

Where are the seven continents and the
four five oceans located on a world
map?
What imaginary lines are used to create
hemispheres?
On which continents are England,
Spain, France, and the United States
located?
Where are the countries of Spain,
England, and France located on a world
map?
Where are the regions (general areas)
of San Salvador in the Bahamas; St.
Augustine, Florida; Quebec, Canada;
and Jamestown, Virginia located on a
map?
How is a simple letter-number grid
system used to locate places on maps?
What are the four hemispheres called?

Identify and locate continents, oceans,
and major features on maps and globes.
Draw maps of familiar areas.

The physical shapes of the continents
(North America, South America,
Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia,
Anarctica) and the positions of the
oceans (Arctic, Atlantic, Indian,
Pacific, and Southern) may be
identified on a world map.
The equator and the prime meridan are
used to create the Northern, Southern,
Eastern, and Western Hemispheres.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 3.5 (continued)
The student will develop map skills by
a) positioning and labeling the seven continents and four five oceans to create a world map;
b) using the equator and prime meridian to identify the Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western Hemispheres;
c) locating the countries of Spain, England, and France;
d) locating the regions in the Americas explored by Christopher Columbus (San Salvador in the Bahamas), Juan Ponce de Léon (near St. Augustine, Florida),
Jacques Cartier (near Quebec, Canada), and Christopher Newport (Jamestown, Virginia);
e) locating specific places using a simple letter-number grid system.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

England, Spain, and France are located
on the continent of Europe. The United
States is located on the continent of
North America.
Europeans called the Western
Hemisphere the New World because it
was new to them. It was not new to the
American Indians who had lived there
for thousands of years.
San Salvador is located in the general
area of the Bahamas. St. Augustine is
located in northern Florida. Quebec is
located in Canada. Jamestown is
located in Virginia.
The letter (left) and number (bottom)
coordinates of a grid system identify
the approximate location of a place.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 3.6
The student will read and construct maps, tables, graphs, and/or charts.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Read and construct maps, tables,
graphs, charts, and pictures to gather
and display information.

Maps, tables, graphs, charts, and
pictures are visual aids used to gather,
and display, and classify geographic
information.

Make and explain bar and pie graphs.

Maps are used to display information
geographically.

What visual aids are used to gather
display, classify information?

Draw maps of familiar objects or areas.
Construct and explain simple charts.

Parts of a map:
• Map title
• Map legend
• Compass rose
• Distance scale
Maps may include a compass rose with
intermediate directions of northeast,
northwest, southeast, and southwest.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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October
Standard 3.10: The student will recognize the importance of government in the community, Virginia, and the United States of
America by
a) explaining the purpose of rules and laws;
b) explaining that the basic purposes of government are to make laws, carry out laws, and decide if laws have been broken;
c)

explaining that government protects the rights and property of individuals.

Standard 3.11: The student will explain the importance of the basic principles that form the foundation of a republican form of
government by
a) describing the individual rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and equality under the law;
b) identifying the contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Rosa Parks, Thurgood Marshall, and
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Cesar Chavez;
c) recognizing that Veterans Day and Memorial Day honor people who have served to protect the country’s freedoms.

d) describing how people can serve the community, state and nation.
Standard 3.12
The student will recognize that Americans are a people of diverse ethnic origins, customs, and traditions, who are united by the basic
principles of a republican form of government and respect for individual rights and freedoms.
RESOURCES

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

Communities - Textbook

8 days to complete Standard 3.10 a, b, c

Scott Foresman
Unit 6, Chapter 12, pages 384-395 (Local Government)

8 days to complete Standard 3.11 a, b, c

Unit 3, Chapter 6, pages 186-191 (State Government)
Unit 6, Chapter 11, pages 366-379 (U.S. Government)

Begin reviewing the Famous Americans and continue
reviewing them throughout the year.

*See teachers’ manual for references to workbook pages and
other Scott Foresman Resources.
Scott Foresman Knowledge Box – Software (Available on Loudoun
County Matrix – See your TRT)

5 days for Standard 3.12
Review when going through the ancient civilizations.
Completion by the end of October.

Ben’s Guide to Government
http://bensguide.gpo.gov
*See Field Trip Forms at the end of this guide.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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Standard 3.10, 3.11 and 3.12 (continued)
RESOURCES

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

Video
Washington D. C. - ISBN – 1-57225-067-4
The Virginia SOL History & Social Science Coach Grade 3 by Vivienne
Hodges, Ph.D.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 3.10
The student will recognize the importance of government in the and community, Virginia, and the United States of America by
a) explaining the purpose of rules and laws;
b) explaining that the basic purposes of government are to make laws, carry out laws, and decide if laws have been broken;
c) explaining that government protects the rights and property of individuals.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Governments protect the rights and
property of individuals.

Terms to know
Community: A place where
people live, work, and play
Rules: What people must or must
not do
Laws: Rules people live by
Important rules written and carried
out by the government
Government: A group of people
who make rules and laws, carry out
rules and laws, and decide if rules
and laws have been broken.

Compare and contrast differing sets of
ideas, values, personalities, behaviors,
and institutions.

Governments exist at the local
(community), state (Virginia), and
national (United States) levels.

What is government?
What are the basic purposes of
government?
Why is government necessary?

Gather, classify, and interpret
information.
Explain cause and effect relationships.

The purpose of rules and laws is to
keep people safe and maintain order.
The purpose of government is to make
laws, carry out laws, and decide if laws
have been broken.
Governments are necessary because
they develop the laws and protect the
rights and property of individuals.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 3.11
The student will explain the importance of the basic principles that form the foundation of a republican form of government by
a) describing the individual rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and equality under the law;
b) identifying the contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Rosa Parks, Thurgood Marshall, and Martin Luther King, Jr.
and Cesar Chavez;
c) recognizing that Veterans Day and Memorial Day honor people who have served to protect the country’s freedoms.
d) describing how people serve the community, state, and nation.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Some basic principles held by
American citizens include the right to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness; and equality under the law.

Basic principles
Life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness are privileges that
people are born with and that
cannot be taken away.
Equality under the law means that
all people are treated fairly.

Compare, and contrast differing sets of
ideas, values, personalities, behaviors,
and institutions.

Citizens have worked to defend
American principles.
Veterans Day is the recognition of and
respect for Americans who served in
the military.
Memorial Day is the recognition of
Americans who died in wars while they
were serving their country.

What are some basic principles
commonly held by American citizens?
How did American citizens work to
defend American principles?
Why do we recognize Veterans Day
and Memorial Day?

Gather, classify, and interpret
information.

Many people worked to defend the
basic principles that formed the
foundation of a republican form of
government.
Citizens who defended basic
principles
George Washington: He was the
first President of the new nation.
He worked under the new
republican form of government.
He helped put the basic principles
into practice for the new nation.
Thomas Jefferson: He was born in
Virginia. He was the third
President of the United States. He
wrote the Declaration of
Independence, which states that
people have certain rights. He was
a leader who helped develop the
country.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001

13

STANDARD 3.11 (continued)
The student will explain the importance of the basic principles that form the foundation of a republican form of government by
a) describing the individual rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and equality under the law;
b) identifying the contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Rosa Parks, Thurgood Marshall, and Martin Luther King, Jr.
and Cesar Chavez;
c) recognizing that Veterans Day and Memorial Day honor people who have served to protect the country’s freedoms.
d) describing how people can serve the community, state, and nation.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Abraham Lincoln: He was the United
States President when the country was
divided over the issue of equality for
all people. He helped free African
American slaves.
Rosa Parks: She was an African
American woman who refused to give
up her seat on a public bus as was
required by law many years ago. She
helped to bring about changes in laws
and worked so that all people would
have equal rights.
Thurgood Marshall: He was a lawyer
who defended people at a time when
not all people had equal rights. He was
the first African American justice of
the United States Supreme Court.
Martin Luther King, Jr.: He was an
African American minister who
worked for equal rights for all people.
He helped bring about changes in laws
through peaceful means.
Cesar Chavez: He was a Mexican
American who worked to improve
conditions for farm workers. Because
of his leadership in the United States,
he was awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001

14

STANDARD 3.11 (continued)
The student will explain the importance of the basic principles that form the foundation of a republican form of government by
a) describing the individual rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and equality under the law;
b) identifying the contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Rosa Parks, Thurgood Marshall, and Martin Luther King, Jr.
and Cesar Chavez;
c) recognizing that Veterans Day and Memorial Day honor people who have served to protect the country’s freedoms.
d) describing how people can serve the community, state, and nation.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions
Veterans Day is the recognition of and
respect for Americans who served in
the military.
Memorial Day is the recognition of
Americans who died in wars while they
were serving their country.
There are many ways that people can
serve their community, state and
nation.

Why do we recognize Veterans Day
and Memorial Day?
How do people serve their community,
state, and nation.

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Days to remember
Veterans Day: This is a day for the
recognition of and respect for
Americans who served in the
military. It is observed in
November.
Memorial Day: This is a day for
the recognition of and respect for
Americans who died in wars while
they were serving their country. It
is observed in May.
Some of the ways that people can serve
their community, state and nation
include:
• Being a volunteer
• Betting involved in
community projects
• Serving as a government
official
• Joining the military
• Voting

Virginia Board of Education, 2001

15

STANDARD 3.12
The student will recognize that Americans are a people of diverse ethnic origins, customs, and traditions, who are united by the basic principles of a republican
form of government and respect for individual rights and freedoms.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

The American people come from
diverse ethnic and national origins and
are united as Americans by basic
American principles.

Terms to know
Republican form of government: A
representative democracy

Differentiate between points of view by
self and others.

Being an American is defined by the
shared basic principles of the
republican form of government.

What unites the people of the United
States?
What are some benefits of diversity in
the United States?

The American people come from
different ethnic origins and different
countries, but are united as Americans
by the basic principles of a republican
form of government, including
individual rights to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness; and equality
under the law.

Participate in groups and democratic
society.
Make generalizations about data.

Benefits of diversity
Food
Clothing
Music

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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November
Standard 3.3
The student will study the exploration of the Americas by
a) describing the accomplishments of Christopher Columbus, Juan Ponce de Léon, Jacques Cartier, and Christopher Newport;
b) identifying reasons for exploring, the information gained, and the results from the travels.
Standard 3.5: The student will develop map skills by:
c) locating the countries of Spain, England, and France;
d) locating the regions in the Americas explored by Christopher Columbus (San Salvador in the Bahamas), Juan Ponce de Léon (near
St. Augustine, Florida), Jacques Cartier (near Quebec, Canada), and Christopher Newport (Jamestown, Virginia);
RESOURCES
Communities - Textbook

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

Scott Foresman

15 days for Standard 3.3 a, b and Standard 3.5 c, d

Unit 4, Chapter 7, pages 208-235

*See teachers’ manual for references to workbook pages and
other Scott Foresman Resources.

Completion by late November.

Scott Foresman Knowledge Box – Software (Available on Loudoun
County Matrix – See your TRT)

Videos
Vikings ISBN: 1-57225-311-2
Christopher Columbus ISBN: 1-57225-325-8
Jamestown ISBN: 1-57225-130-1
St. Augustine ISBN: 1-57225-132-8
Plimoth Plantation ISBN: 1-57225-131-X
French Explorers ISBN: 1-57225-335-5
English Explorers ISBN: 1-57225-334-7
Spanish Explorers ISBN: 1-57225-333-9

Funstuff Publications:
Columbus, Newport, Ponce De Leon, Champlain, Cartier
http://www.funstuffpublications.com/

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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Standard 3.3 and 3.5 (continued)
RESOURCES

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

www.mariner.org/age/biohist.html

Land Ho!
Nancy Winslow Parker, ISBN 0-439-44801-8
Atlas of Exploration
Scholastic ISBN: 0-590-27551-8

Explorers – Atlas in the Round – Charlie Watson
ISBN 0-7624-1036-1

Atlases, Maps, Globes
Junior Atlas Desktop Maps
*There are many more resources within the county. Check with the
libraries and the Media Center (IMC).

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 3.3
The student will study the exploration of the Americas by
a) describing the accomplishments of Christopher Columbus, Juan Ponce de Léon, Jacques Cartier, and Christopher Newport;
b) identifying reasons for exploring, the information gained, and the results from the travels.

Essential
Understandings

Essential Questions

The first explorers had different
motivations, had different sponsors,
and met different successes.

Who were some of the
important European explorers
from Spain, England, and
France?

Due to European Explorations,
American Indians experienced
changes to their cultures and
environment.

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Terms to know

Locate and use information
from print and non-print
sources.

Explorer: A person who travels seeking new discoveries
European: A person from one of the countries in Europe
Explorers

What were the different
motivations of these early
European explorers?
What were the successes of
these early European explorers?
What were the effects of
European exploration on
American Indians?

Country
(Sponsor)

Reasons for
Exploring

Christopher
Columbus

Spain

To find a
western sea
route to Asia

First European to discover
a sea route to America;
discovered ÒNew WorldÓ
(landed at San Salvador)

Juan Ponce
de L on

Spain

To discover
riches and land
to conquer

First European to land in
Florida (near St.
Augustine); gave Spain
claim to Florida

Jacques
Cartier

France

To colonize the
New World

Explored the St. Lawrence
River Valley (near Quebec,
Canada) and gave France a
North American claim

England

To discover
riches
To find a
western sea
route to Asia
To colonize
Virginia

Arrived at present day
Jamestown; made four
additional voyages
bringing more people to
Jamestown; was one of the
first men to reach the Fall
Line of the James River

Christopher
Newport

Successes/Achievement

Distinguish between
relevant and irrelevant
information.
Gather, classify, and
interpret information.

Impact of European Exploration on American Indians:

•
•

Deadly diseases were introduced
Forced relocation due to invasion of homelands

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 3.5
The student will develop map skills by
a) positioning and labeling the seven continents and four five oceans to create a world map;
b) using the equator and prime meridian to identify the Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western Hemispheres;
c) locating the countries of Spain, England, and France;
d) locating the regions in the Americas explored by Christopher Columbus (San Salvador in the Bahamas), Juan Ponce de Léon (near St. Augustine, Florida),
Jacques Cartier (near Quebec, Canada), and Christopher Newport (Jamestown, Virginia);
f) locating specific places using a simple letter-number grid system.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

There are seven continents and five
oceans located in the world.

Terms to know
Hemisphere: Half of a sphere
(globe) created by the prime
meridian or the equator
Equator: An imaginary line around
the middle of the earth that divides
the globe into the northern and
southern hemispheres
Prime meridian: An imaginary line
that divides the globe into the
eastern and western hemispheres
Regions: Places that have common
characteristics

Locate places on a grid system.

The equator and the prime meridian
divide the globe into four hemispheres.
The four hemispheres are Northern,
Southern, Eastern and Western.
A simple letter-number grid system on
maps is used to locate places.

Where are the seven continents and the
four five oceans located on a world
map?
What imaginary lines are used to create
hemispheres?
On which continents are England,
Spain, France, and the United States
located?
Where are the countries of Spain,
England, and France located on a world
map?
Where are the regions (general areas)
of San Salvador in the Bahamas; St.
Augustine, Florida; Quebec, Canada;
and Jamestown, Virginia located on a
map?
How is a simple letter-number grid
system used to locate places on maps?
What are the four hemispheres?

Identify and locate continents, oceans,
and major features on maps and globes.
Draw maps of familiar areas.

The physical shapes of the continents
(North America, South America,
Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia,
Anarctica) and the positions of the five
oceans (Arctic, Atlantic, Indian,
Pacific, and Southern) may be
identified on a world map.
The equator and the prime meridan are
used to create the Northern, Southern,
Eastern, and Western hemispheres.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 3.5 (continued)
The student will develop map skills by
a) positioning and labeling the seven continents and four five oceans to create a world map;
b) using the equator and prime meridian to identify the Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western Hemispheres ;
c) locating the countries of Spain, England, and France;
d) locating the regions in the Americas explored by Christopher Columbus (San Salvador in the Bahamas), Juan Ponce de Léon (near St. Augustine, Florida),
Jacques Cartier (near Quebec, Canada), and Christopher Newport (Jamestown, Virginia);
e) locating specific places using a simple letter-number grid system.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

England, Spain, and France are located
on the continent of Europe. The United
States is located on the continent of
North America.
Europeans call the Western
Hemisphere the New World because it
was new to them. It was not new to the
American Indians who had lived there
for thousands of years.
San Salvador is located in the general
area of the Bahamas. St. Augustine is
located in northern Florida. Quebec is
located in Canada. Jamestown is
located in Virginia.
The letter (left) and number (bottom)
coordinates of a grid system identify
the approximate location of a place.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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December
Standard 3.2
The student will study the early West African empire of Mali by describing its oral tradition (storytelling), government (kings), and
economic development (trade).
Standard 3.4

The student will develop map skills by
a) locating Greece, Rome, and West Africa;
b) describing the physical and human characteristics of Greece, Rome, and West Africa;
c) explaining how the people of Greece, Rome, and West Africa adapted to and/or changed their environment to meet their needs.
RESOURCES
Communities - Textbook

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

Scott Foresman

15 days for Standard 3.2, and Standard 3.4 a, b, c (with regard to Mali)

Unit 1, Chapter 1, pages 30-31

*See teachers’ manual for references to workbook pages and
other Scott Foresman Resources.

Completion by the end of December.

Scott Foresman Knowledge Box – Software (Available on Loudoun
County Matrix – See your TRT)

The Empire of Mali – Land of Kings, Storytellers, and Trade!
Carol Marsh
http://mali.pwnet.org
http://www.vmfa.state.va.us/mali_geo_hist.html
www.fivepondspress.com
Land of Gold and Glory - Joy Masoff and Barbara Brown
ISBN0-9727-156-0-6
Mali (National Geographic Reading Expeditions) – Kevin Supples - ISBN 9781426360312
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Standard 3.2 and 3.4 continued
RESOURCES

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

www.funstuffpublications.com

An Atlas, Maps, Globes
Junior Atlas Desktop Maps

*See Field Trip suggestions at the end of this guide.

AND, see the Concept Map for Ancient Civilizations at the end of
this guide. You should organize your planning and instruction on
the Ancient Civilizations in a manner consistent with how this map
organizes the concept(s).
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STANDARD 3.2
The student will study the early West African empire of Mali by describing its oral tradition (storytelling), government (kings), and economic development
(trade).

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Most of what we know about Mali’s
history comes from oral accounts that
were handed down from Mali
storytellers.

Africa was the home to several great
empires. One of the most prosperous
was the empire of Mali.

Collect and record information.

Mali was ruled by rich and powerful
kings.
Early Mali was a wealthy trading
empire before Columbus sailed to
America.

Why were storytellers so important in
the empire of Mali?
What do we know about the leaders of
the empire of Mali?
Why was the empire of Mali so
wealthy?

Many storytellers in Mali passed on
traditions and stories from one
generation to the next.
The kings of Mali were rich and
powerful men who controlled trade in
West Africa. Mali became one of the
largest and wealthiest empires in the
region and was an important trade
center.
Mali lay across the trade routes between
the sources of salt in the Sahara Desert
and the gold region/mines of West
Africa. For the people of the desert, salt
was a natural resource. People used salt
for their health and for preserving
foods. Miners found gold in Western
Africa. Therefore, salt was traded for
gold.
Timbuktu was an important city in
Mali. It had a famous university with a
large library containing Greek and
Roman books.
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STANDARD 3.4
The student will develop map skills by
a) locating Greece, Rome, and West Africa;
b) describing the physical and human characteristics of Greece, Rome, and West Africa;
c) explaining how the people of Greece, Rome, and West Africa adapted to and/or changed their environment to meet their needs.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Ancient Greece and Rome were located
near the Mediterranean Sea.

Where were ancient Greece, ancient
Rome, and the empire of Mali located?

Terms to know
Characteristics: Different traits

Identify and locate features on a map
and globe.

The empire of Mali was located in the
western region of the continent of
Africa.

What were the physical and human
characteristics of ancient Greece and
Rome and West Africa (Mali)?

Locate and use information from print
and non-print sources.

People adapt to their environment in
different ways.

How did the people of ancient Greece,
ancient Rome, and Mali adapt to and
change their environment to meet their
needs?

Ancient Greece and Rome were located
on land near the Mediterranean Sea.
The empire of Mali was located in the
western region of the continent of
Africa.
Physical characteristics
Ancient Greece: Located on many
islands with mountains and hills,
surrounded by Mediterranean Sea
and limited rich soil
Ancient Rome: Located next to a
river; city built on many hills;
limited rich soil
Empire of Mali: Located in West
Africa; near rivers; desert-like
conditions; gold mines
Human characteristics
Ancient Greece: Farmers,
shipbuilders, and traders
Ancient Rome: Farmers, road
builders, and traders
Empire of Mali: Farmers, miners,
and traders

Virginia Board of Education, 2001

25

STANDARD 3.4 (continued)
The student will develop map skills by
a) locating Greece, Rome, and West Africa;
b) describing the physical and human characteristics of Greece, Rome, and West Africa;
c) explaining how the people of Greece, Rome, and West Africa adapted to and/or changed their environment to meet their needs.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Ways they adapted to their
environments
Ancient Greece: They farmed on
hillsides; trading took place on the
Mediterranean Sea; small
independent communities
developed because of the many
mountains.
Ancient Rome: They farmed on
hillsides; trading took place on the
Mediterranean Sea.
Empire of Mali: Salt was an
important natural resource for
people in the desert; salt was
traded for gold.
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January and February
Standard 3.1
The student will explain how the contributions of ancient Greece and Rome have influenced the present in terms of architecture,
government (direct and representative democracy), and sports.
Standard 3.4

The student will develop map skills by
a) locating Greece, Rome, and West Africa;
b) describing the physical and human characteristics of Greece, Rome, and West Africa;
c) explaining how the people of Greece, Rome, and West Africa adapted to and/or changed their environment to meet their needs.
RESOURCES
Communities – Textbook

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

Scott Foresman
Unit 6, Chapter 11, pages 358-359

20 days to complete study of Greece
Completion by the end of January

Scott Foresman Knowledge Box – Software (Available on Loudoun
County Matrix – See your TRT)

Videos
Ancient Greece (Schlessinger Media) ISBN 1-57225-137-9

20 days to complete study of Rome
Completion by the end of February
40 days to complete Standard 3.1 and Standard 3.4 a, b, c
*Make sure you are reviewing government and focusing on economics.

Ancient Rome (Schlessinger Media) ISBN 1-57225-143-3
Chelsea Juniors:
Ancient Greece ISBN 0-7910-2703-1
The Romans ISBN 0-7910-2707-4
Growing up in Ancient Greece - Chelepi - ISBN 0-8167-2718-X
Growing up in Ancient Rome - Mike Corbishley and Chris Molan ISBN 0-8167-2722-8
The Greek News – Scholastic - Anton Powell and Philip Steele ISBN-10: 0744577128
The Roman News – Scholastic - Andrew Langley and Philip De
Souza - ISBN-10: 0744577136

Virginia Board of Education, 2001

27

Standard 3.1 and 3.4 (continued)
RESOURCES

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

Greek Myths for Young Children – Scholastic - ISBN-10:
0746037252 - Heather Amery and Linda Edwards
Encyclopedia of the Roman World – Scholastic - ISBN-10:
0794501176 - Jane Bingham, Fiona Chandler, and Sam Taplin
Greece – Cindy Barden ISBN 0-7877-0531-4
Ancient Rome - Cindy Barden ISBN 0-7877-0532-2
Vacation Under the Volcano – Mary Pope Osborne - ISBN-10: 0679890505
Ancient Rome and Pompeii –Mary Pope Osborne and Natalie Pope Boyce ISBN-10: 0375832203
Ancient Greece and the Olympics – Mary Pope Osborne and Natalie Pope
Boyce - ISBN-10: 0375923780
Hour of the Olympics – Mary Pope Osborne - ISBN-10: 0679890629
Greece (National Geographic Reading Expeditions) – Kevin Supples – ISBN 9781426358944
Rome (National Geographic Reading Expeditions) – Kevin Supples - ISBN 9781426359026

An Atlas, Maps, Globes
Junior Atlas Desktop Maps
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STANDARD 3.1
The student will explain how the contributions of ancient Greece and Rome have influenced the present in terms of architecture, government (direct and
representative democracy), and sports.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

The ancient Greeks and Romans were
two groups of people who made
significant contributions to society in
terms of architecture, government, and
sports.

Terms to know
Contribution: The act of giving or
doing something
Direct democracy: A government
in which people vote to make their
own rules and laws
Representative democracy: A
government in which people vote
for (elect) a smaller group of
citizens to make the rules and laws
for everyone

Locate and use information from print
and non-print sources.

The ancient Greeks and Romans have
influenced the lives of people today.

What styles in architecture used today
came from ancient Greece and Rome?
What principles of government from
ancient Greece and Rome are part of
our government?
What sporting events today came from
ancient Greece?

Use resource materials.
Gather, classify, and interpret
information.

Architecture
The architects of ancient Greece and
Rome used columns and arches in the
construction of their buildings. Ancient
examples still exist today:
Greece—The Parthenon (columns)
Rome—The Colosseum and
aqueducts (arches)
The Arts
Mosaics, sculpture, and paintings are
displayed on buildings.
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STANDARD 3.1 (continued)
The student will explain how the contributions of ancient Greece and Rome have influenced the present in terms of architecture, government (direct and
representative democracy), and sports.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

The Government of the United States
The government is based on the ideas
developed in ancient Greece and Rome.
Greece: Birthplace of democracy
(government by the people); a
direct democracy
Rome: Republican
(representative) form of
government; a representative
democracy
Sports
Olympic games of today are modeled
after the games of ancient Greece.
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STANDARD 3.4
The student will develop map skills by
a) locating Greece, Rome, and West Africa;
b) describing the physical and human characteristics of Greece, Rome, and West Africa;
c) explaining how the people of Greece, Rome, and West Africa adapted to and/or changed their environment to meet their needs.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Ancient Greece and Rome were located
near the Mediterranean Sea.

Where were ancient Greece, ancient
Rome, and the empire of Mali located?

Terms to know
Characteristics: Different traits

Identify and locate features on a map
and globe.

The empire of Mali was located in the
western region of the continent of
Africa.

What were the physical and human
characteristics of ancient Greece and
Rome and West Africa (Mali)?

Locate and use information from print
and non-print sources.

People adapt to their environment in
different ways.

How did the people of ancient Greece,
ancient Rome, and Mali adapt to and
change their environment to meet their
needs?

Ancient Greece and Rome were located
on land near the Mediterranean Sea.
The empire of Mali was located in the
western region of the continent of
Africa.
Physical characteristics
Ancient Greece: Located on many
islands with mountains and hills,
surrounded by Mediterranean Sea
and limited rich soil
Ancient Rome: Located next to a
river; city built on many hills;
limited rich soil
Empire of Mali: Located in West
Africa; near rivers; desert-like
conditions; gold mines
Human characteristics
Ancient Greece: Farmers,
shipbuilders, and traders
Ancient Rome: Farmers, road
builders, and traders
Empire of Mali: Farmers, miners,
and traders

Virginia Board of Education, 2001

31

STANDARD 3.4 (continued)
The student will develop map skills by
a) locating Greece, Rome, and West Africa;
b) describing the physical and human characteristics of Greece, Rome, and West Africa;
c) explaining how the people of Greece, Rome, and West Africa adapted to and/or changed their environment to meet their needs.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Ways they adapted to their
environments
Ancient Greece: They farmed on
hillsides; trading took place on the
Mediterranean Sea; small
independent communities
developed because of the many
mountains.
Ancient Rome: They farmed on
hillsides; trading took place on the
Mediterranean Sea.
Empire of Mali: Salt was an
important natural resource for
people in the desert; salt was
traded for gold.
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March
Standard 3.7
The student will explain how producers in ancient Greece, Rome and the West African empire of Mali used natural resources,
human resources and capital resources in the production of goods and services.
Standard 3.8

The student will recognize that because people and regions cannot produce everything they want, they specialize in producing
some things and trade for the rest.
Standard 3.9

The student will identify examples of making an economic choice and will explain the idea of opportunity cost (what is given up when
making a choice).
RESOURCES
Communities – Textbook

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

Scott Foresman

7 days for Standard 3.7

Unit 5, Chapter 9, pages 290-311

Unit 5, Chapter 10, pages 318-339
Unit 3, Chapter 5, pages 160-165
*See teachers’ manual for references to workbook pages and other Scott
Foresman Resources.
Scott Foresman Knowledge Box – Software (Available on Loudoun
County Matrix – See your TRT)

7 days for Standard 3.8
As you teach the ancient civilizations, make sure to highlight each
civilizations economy.
6 days for Standard 3.9
Completion by the end of March.
(Completion may vary based on the spring break schedule)

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Joffe Numeroff
ISBN: 0060245867
(wants and needs)
The Virginia SOL History & Social Science Coach Grade 3 by Vivienne
Hodges, Ph.D.
http://www.economicsamerica.org
http://www.mrsbogucki.com/cgi-bin/quiz.pl?FILE=economic - economics quiz
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Standards 3.7, 3.8, and 3.9 (continued)
RESOURCES
County Media
VTC4798 – Savings with Tom and Martha
VTC4969 – Piggy Banks to Money

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

The Kids Guide to Money: Earning It, Saving It, Spending It, Growing It,
Sharing It by Steve Otfinoski

Shoemakers and Elves
(producers and consumers)

Big Green Pocketbook by Candice Ransom
ISBN: 0064433951
(consumer, goods and services)

A New Coat for Anna by Harriet Ziefert
ISBN: 0394898613
(bartering, scarcity)
Paying Without Money by Patricia Armentrout
How to Turn Lemons into Money by Louise Armstrong

Goat in the Rug Charles L Blood
ISBN: 0689714181
(natural resources, capital resources, and human resources)

Pancakes, Pancakes by Eric Carle
ISBN: 0689822464
(natural resources, capital resources, and human resources)
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STANDARD 3.7
The student will explain how producers in ancient Greece, Rome, and the West African empire of Mali used natural resources, human resources, and capital
resources in the production of goods and services.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions
Resources are used to produce goods
and services.
Producers of goods and services are
influenced by natural, human, and
capital resources.
Ancient Greece and Rome had access
to the sea (natural resource), so they
used their human and capital resources
to produce ships (goods) which they
used for transportation (service) in
trading
Mali used human and capital resources
to mine gold (natural resource).

How do producers use natural,
human, and capital resources to
produce goods and services?
What are some of the goods and
services produced in ancient Greece,
Rome and the West African empire
of Mali?
What resources (natural, human,
capital) were used to produce goods
and services in ancient Greece, Rome
and the West African empire of
Mali?

Essential Knowledge
Terms to know
Natural resources: Materials that come
from nature (water, soil, wood, coal)
Human resources: People working to
produce goods and services
Capital resources: Goods made by
people and used to produce other goods
and services (machines, tools, buildings)
Producers: People who use resources to
make goods and/or provide services
Goods: Things that people make or use
to satisfy wants
Services: Activities that satisfy people’s
wants

Essential Skills
Gather, classify, and interpret
information.
Draw conclusion and make
generalizations about data.

Ancient Greece was located on many islands
with mountairns and hills and was
surrournding by the Mediterranean Sea.
Greece had limited rich soil. The people of
ancient Greece built ships, fished, made
pottery, and farmed.
Ancient Rome was located next to a river.
The soil was limited for farming. A variety
of trees grew in ancient Rome. The people
of ancient Rome build ships, fished, made
pottery, and farmed.
The west African Empire of Mali was
located in Africa. Gold was a natural
resource. The people of the West African
empire of Mali traded gold for salt.
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STANDARD 3.8
The student will recognize that because people and regions cannot produce everything they want, they specialize in producing some things and trade for the rest,
making them interdependent.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions
Economic specialization and
interdependence existed in the
production of goods an services in the
past and exist in our present day
communites.
People and regions specialize because
they cannot produce everything they
want.
People trade for things they need and
want but do not have.

What is economic specialization?
What is economic interdependence?
How did economic specialization and
interdependence exist in ancient
Greece, Ancient Rome and the
empire of Mali?
Does economic interdependence exist
in our present day community?
Why do those who specialize have to
depend on others?
Why do people trade?

Essential Knowledge
Terms to know
• Economic specialization: Focusing on one
product or service
• Economic interdependence: Two or more people
depending on each other for goods and services
Specialization occurs when people focus on the
production of selected kinds of goods and services.

Essential Skills
Gather, classify, and
interpret information.
Draw conclusions and
make generalizations about
data.

Economic specialization and interdependence of
communities in the past
Ancient Greece and Rome both focused on
•
building ships, farming, and making pottery.
(Specialization)
•
Greeks and Romans traded their goods with
Egypt and other nearby communities.
(Interdependence)
In the empire of Mali, some people specialized in
•
protecting the empire, while others specialized in
growing food for the empire. (Specialization)
• The people of Mali traded (gold for salt) with
other people. (Interdependence)
People and regions often specialize in the production
of certain goods and services.
Specialization encourages trade because people want
goods and services that they do not have.
People trade when individuals or groups benefit from
the trade.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001

36

STANDARD 3.8 (continued)
The student will recognize that because people and regions cannot produce everything they want, they specialize in producing some things and trade for the rest,
making them interdependent.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Economic specialization and
interdependence in the present
• Virginia is known for its expertise
in shipbuilding. (Specialization)
• Virginia sells its coal to other
countries but depends on other
countries for oil. (Interdependence

Gather, classify, and interpret
information.
Draw conclusions and make
generalizations about data.
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STANDARD 3.9
The student will identify examples of making an economic choice and will explain the idea of opportunity cost (what is given up when making a choice).

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

People make choices because they
cannot have everything they want.

Terms to know
Economic choice: The choice of or decision
among alternatives or possibilities
Opportunity cost: The next best choice that is
given up when a decision is made

Gather, classify, and interpret
information.

All choices require giving up
something (opportunity cost).

Why does an economic choice
involve giving up something
else?

Economic decision-making requires comparing
both the opportunity cost and the monetary cost of
choices with benefits.

Make decisions.
Explain cause and effect
relationships.

Economic Choices
Choices

Choices made

Choices given up
(opportunity cost)

Ice cream or
popcorn

Ice cream

Toy or favorite
video

Favorite video

Toy

Spend now or
save for the
future

Spend now

Save for the future

Popcorn
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April –American Indian and Ancient Civilizations – Geography and Economics REVIEW SECTION!!!!
STANDARD 2.1: The student will explain how the contributions of ancient China and Egypt have influenced the present world in terms of architecture, inventions, the
calendar, and written language.
STANDARD 2.2: The student will compare the lives and contributions of three American Indians, cultures of the past and present with emphasis on the Powhatan of the
Eastern Woodlands, the Lakota of the Plains, and Pueblo peoples of the Southwest.
STANDARD 2.4: The student will develop maps skills by:
a)locating the United States, China and Egypt on world maps
understanding the relationship between the environment and the culture of ancient China and Egypt.
locating the regions of the Powhatan, Lakota, and Pueblo Indians on a United States map
d) understanding the relationship between the environment and the culture of the Powhatan, Lakota and Pueblo Indians
STANDARD 2.5: The student will develop map skills by
a)locating the equator, the seven continents, and the five oceans on maps and globes;
b)locating selected rivers (James River, Mississippi River, Rio Grande, Huang He, Nile River), mountain ranges (Appalachian Mountains and
Rocky Mountains), and lakes (Great Lakes) in the United States and other countries.
STANDARD 2.6: The student will demonstrate map skills by constructing simple maps, using title, map legend, and compass rose.
STANDARD 2.7: The student will describe natural resources (water, soil, wood, and coal), human resources (people at work), and capital resources (machines, tools,
and buildings).
STANDARD 2.8: The student will distinguish between the use of barter and the use of money in the exchange for goods and services.
STANDARD 2.9: The student will explain that scarcity (limited resources) requires people to make choices about producing and consuming goods and services.

SEE EARLIER PAGES OF THIS DOCUMENT FOR STANDARDS 3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9
RESOURCES
For EGYPT: (Included because of emphasis placed on ancient
civilizations by Virginia DOE curriculum)

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

12 days for Geography and geographical effects of land having an
influence on these civilizations.

Postcards from Egypt – Helen Arnold
ISBN 0-8172-6200-8
Taking Your Camera to Egypt– Ted Park
ISBN 0-7398-3333-2
Growing Up in Ancient Egypt – Rosalie David
ISBN 0-8167-218-X
Ancient Egypt – Journey into Civilization – Chelsea Publishers
ISBN 0-7910-2704-X
Ancient Egypt- The Nature Company Discoveries Library
ISBN 0-7835-4763-3
Pyramids and Mummies-Seymour Simon
ISBN – 0-439-56094-2
Ancient Civilzations for Children – Egypt VTC 932 ANC 3343502325595
Egypt – (National Geographic Reading Expeditions) Kevin Supples – ISBN
9781426360121
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RESOURCES
For CHINA: (Included because of emphasis placed on ancient
civilizations by Virginia DOE curriculum)

PACING RECOMMENDATIONS

14 days for Economics and economic consequences of the geography and
the inventions of these civilizations.

Postcards from China – Zoe Dawson
ISBN 0-8172-4228-7
Taking Your Camera to China– Ted Park
ISBN 0-7398-4130-0
Growing Up in Ancient China – Ken Teague
ISBN 0-8167-2716-3
Ancient China – Journey into Civilization – Chelsea Publishers
ISBN 0-7910-2702-3
Ancient China- The Nature Company Discoveries Library
ISBN 0-8094-9248-2
Ancient Civlizations for Children- China
VTC 931 ANC
33435023255960
China (National Geographic Reading Expeditions) Kevin Supples - ISBN
9781426359361

3rd Grade Reviews
http://salem.k12.va.us/staff/pelgin/social3/SSDoubleJeop.htm - 3rd Grade
review Jeopardy
http://www.mrsbogucki.com/cgi-bin/quiz.pl?FILE=vahistk3 - Famous
Americans Review Quiz
http://www.wjcc.k12.va.us/jr/relay.html - Review quiz
www.solpass.org/ - SOL Reviews
www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE /Assessment/releasedtests.html – Released SOL
tests
http://chumby.dlib.vt.edu/melissa/posters/thirdposter.html - Posters for SOL
topics
http://thunksreviews.com - Review texts to order
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STANDARD 2.1
The student will explain how the contributions of ancient China and Egypt have influenced the present world in terms of architecture, inventions, the calendar,
and written language.

Essential
Understandings

Essential
Questions

Ancient people made contributions
that affect the present world.

What contributions did the
people of ancient China and
Egypt make to the
development of written
language?

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Terms to know
g) Ancient: Long, long ago
h) Architecture: The design of buildings
i) Contribution: The act of giving or doing something

Locate and use information
from print and non-print
sources.

Contributions of Ancient China and Egypt
What inventions came from
ancient China and Egypt?
What examples of
architecture from ancient
China and Egypt are still
present today?

China

Egypt

Written Language

Characters, symbols

Hieroglyphics

Inventions

Kite
Silk cloth
Compass
Bronze
Fireworks

Paper made from
papyrus
365-day calendar
Clock

Architecture

Great Wall

Pyramids

Gather, classify, and
interpret information.
Use resource materials.
Collect, organize, and
record information.

Many inventions of ancient China and Egypt are still used today.
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STANDARD 2.2
The student will compare the lives and contributions of three American Indians , cultures of the past and presentwith emphasis on the Powhatan of the Eastern
Woodlands, the Lakota of the Plains, and the Pueblo people of the Southwest.

Essential Understandings
American Indian peoples have
lived in Virginia and in other
regions of America for thousands
of years.
American Indians developed
different cultures because they
lived in different environments of
North America. .
American Indians have made and
continue to make contributions to
present-day life.

Essential Questions
In what ways were
American Indians in
Virginia similar to and
different from those of
Lakota and Pueblo Indians?

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Terms to know
Regions: Places that have common (the same) characteristics
Culture: The beliefs, customs, and way of life of a group of people
Environment: surroundings

Who are three American
Indians peoples that lived
in Virginia and in other
regions of the United
States?

Eastern
Woodlands

What are some
contributions of the
American Indians culture to
present day life?

Plains

How are the American
Indians of the past different
from those of today?

Southwest

Region

Indians
Powhatan

Homes

Wood frame and Fishermen

Houses with
Bark/reed
covering

Hunters
Farmers

Transportation
Walked
Paddled canoes

Teepees

Hunters
Horsemen

Walked
Later Used horses

Multi-story
terraced
buildings

Farmers
Hunters

Walked

Lakota

Pueblo

Occupations

Compare and contrast
differing sets of ideas.
Gather, classify, and
interpret information.
Construct and explain
simple charts.
Collect, organize, and
record information.

Contributions of American Indians
Arts (, pottery, weaving, carving)
Knowledge of the environment
Respect for nature
Farming of corn and tobacco
Changes in American Indian culture
• American Indian cultures have changed over time
• Today, American Indians live and work in Virginia and the
United States.
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STANDARD 2.4
The student will develop map skills by
a) locating the United States China and Egypt on world maps;
b) understand the relationship between the environment and the culture of ancient Egypt and China
c) locating the regions of the Powhatan, Lakota and the Pueblo on a map of the United States
d) Understanding the relationship between the environment and culture of the Powhatan, Lakota and the Pueblo Indians

Essential
Understandings

Essential
Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

People relateto their environment
in different ways.

Where are the United States
China and Egypt located on
a world map?

Terms to know
j) Climate: The kind of weather an area has over a long period of
time
k) Land: The shape of the land’s surface
l) Environment: Surroundings

Locate regions on maps and
globes.

The Powhatan lived in the Eastern
Woodlands region.
The Lakota lived in the Plains
region.
The Pueblo lived in the Southwest
region.

Where are the regions of the
Powhatan, Lakota, and
Pueblo people located on a
United States map?
How did the environment
affect the culture of Egypt
and China?
How did the environment
affect the culture of the
Powhatan, Lakota and
Pueblo Indians?
How are the climates, land,
and plant life of these
regions similar and
different?
How did the ancient
Chinese, Egyptians,
Powhatan, Lakota, and
Pueblo people relate to
their environments?

China is located in Asia. Egypt is located in Africa. The United
States is located in North America.
Climate
China

Egypt

Seasons

Forests
Hills, mountains
Deserts
Nile River Valley

Eastern
Woodlands
(Powhatan)

Mild winters
Hot, humid
summers

Rivers
Hills, mountains
Coastland

Plains
()
Lakota

Hot summers
Harsh, cold
winters

Plains
Prairies
Rolling hills

Southwest
(Pueblo

Hot days
Cold nights
Little rainfall

mesas

people)

Use resource materials.
Collect, organize, and
record information.

Land

Hot, dry
Deserts

Locate and use information
from print and non-print
sources.

Gather, classify, and
interpret information.
Flooding

High flatlands
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STANDARD 2.4 (continued)
The student will develop map skills by
a) locating the United States China and Egypt on world maps;
b) ; understanding the relationship between the environment and the culture of ancient China and Egypt
c) locating the regions of the Powhatan, Lakota and Pueblo Indians on a United States map
d) Understanding the relationship between the environment and the culture of the Powhatan, Lakota, and Pueblo Indians

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Ways people related to their
environment
m)
The ancient Chinese settled
along the Huang He. They fished,
farmed, and irrigated the land.
n) The ancient Egyptians farmed and
irrigated the land near the Nile
River.
o) The Powhatan farmed, fished,
hunted, used trees for homes and
canoes, and gathered plants for food.
p) The Lakota moved around the
region to hunt for buffalo. They later
used horses for transportation.
q) The Pueblo people farmed the land.
They lived in villages in adobe
(clay) houses.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 2.5
The student will develop map skills by
a) locating the equator, the seven continents, and the five oceans on maps and globes;
b) locating selected rivers (James River, Mississippi River, Rio Grande, Huang He, Nile River), mountain ranges (Appalachian Mountains and Rocky
Mountains), and lakes (Great Lakes) in the United States and other countries.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

Maps can be used to locate land and
water features.

Terms to know
Equator: An imaginary line around
the middle of the Earth
Continent: A large body of land on
the Earth

Locate areas (regions) on maps and
globes.

Maps and globes help people study the
Earth.

Where are the seven continents, the
five oceans, and the equator located on
maps and globes?
Where are these major rivers, lakes,
and mountain ranges located on a map
of the United States and the world?

The seven continents
Locate North America, South America,
Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and
Antarctica on maps and globes.
The five oceans
Locate the Arctic Ocean, the Atlantic
Ocean, the Indian Ocean, the Pacific
and Southern Ocean on maps and
globes.
Selected rivers, mountain ranges,
and lakes in the United States
Locate the James River, the Mississippi
River, the Rio Grande, the Appalachian
Mountains, the Rocky Mountains, and
the general area of the Great Lakes on a
United States map.
Selected World Rivers;
Locate the Huang He River in China
and the Nile River in Egypt.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 2.6
The student will demonstrate map skills by constructing simple maps, using title, map legend, and compass rose.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

People who make maps include a title,
map legend, and compass rose.

Maps include the following:
Title—The name or kind of map
Map legend—A list of shapes and
symbols used on a map and an
explanation of what each stands for
Compass rose—A symbol that
shows direction (north, east, south,
and west) on a map

Use a map legend.

A map is a drawing that shows what
places look like from above and where
they are located.
A map legend includes symbols that
represent objects and places.

What is included when making a map?

Draw maps of familiar areas.
Make and use simple map symbols.
Use a compass rose to identify
directions.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 2.7
The student will describe natural resources (water, soil, wood, and coal), human resources (people at work), and capital resources (machines, tools, and
buildings).

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

The three main types of resources are
natural, human, and capital.

What are natural, human, and capital
resources?

Gather, classify, and interpret
information.

Resources influence what people
produce in both the past and the
present.

How did resources influence what
people produced in the past?

Terms to know
Natural resources: Materials that
come directly from nature
Human resources: People working to
produce goods and services
Capital resources: Goods made by
people and used to produce other
goods and services

Resources influence how people
produce both goods and service in both
the past and the present.

How do resources influence what
people produce in the present?
How did resources influence how
people produced in the past?
How do resources influence how
people produce goods and services in
the present?

Examples of resources
Natural: Water, soil, wood, coal
Human: Farmers, miners, builders,
painters
Capital: Hammers, computers,
trucks, lawn mowers, factory
buildings
Resources influence what is produced
and how it is produced.
•

•

The food, shelter and clothing
produced by the Powhatan were
different from the Lakota and
Pueblo people.
Builders today build different
types of houses and use different
tools and resources from builders
in the past.

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 2.8
The student will distinguish between the use of barter and money in the exchange for goods and services.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

People acquire goods and services
through barter or through the exchange
of money.

Terms to know
Barter: The exchange of goods and
services without the use of money
Money: Coins, paper bills, and
checks used in exchange for goods
and services

Compare and contrast different
concepts.

What is the difference between using
barter and using money in exchange for
goods and services?

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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STANDARD 2.9
The student will explain that scarcity (limited resources) requires people to make choices about producing and consuming goods and services.

Essential Understandings Essential Questions

Essential Knowledge

Essential Skills

People are both producers and
consumers.

Terms to know
Scarcity: Not being able to meet all
wants at the same time because
resources are limited
Consumer: A person who uses goods
and services
Producer: A person who uses
resources to make goods and/or
provide services

Make decisions based on information.

What is scarcity?
What is a consumer?

People must make economic choices
because resources are limited
(scarcity).

What is a producer?
Why do people have to make economic
choices?

Gather, classify, and interpret
information.

People must make economic choices
because resources and goods and
services are scarce (limited).

Virginia Board of Education, 2001
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Field Trips to Support Social Science Curriculum
Grades 1-5
Grade: 3rd
Standards supported by trip (List number and complete standard description):
* 3.11 - The student will explain the importance of the basic principles that form the foundation of a republican form of government by identifying
the contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Rosa Parks, Thurgood Marshall, and Martin Luther King, Jr.;
Contact Information to arrange trip (Include websites for information purposes):
Name: - See Website
Address:
Phone:
Website: www.mountvernon.org/visit/plan/index.cfm/pid/27/
Suggested Activities for the Trip:
Before:
• Read biographies on George Washington
• Virtual Tour of the Mansion – See above website
During:
• Arrive early!!!
• Go through the mansion first.
• Stations are set up around the mansion with activities for after your mansion tour.
• Have students think about the question: What would you do in your daily life at the mansion if you were a member of George
Washington’s family? What would you do in your daily life if you were a slave at Mt. Vernon?
• What did you learn at Mt. Vernon about some of George Washington’s accomplishments?
• Class needs to be broken into small groups.
• Do not go to Gift Shop.
Follow-up:
• Journal Entries about the day’s events
• Draw a map of the mansion
• Map skills with a map of the estate and the question: Why was Mt. Vernon designed in this way?
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Field Trips to Support Social Science Curriculum
Grades 1-5
Grade: 3rd
Standards supported by trip (List number and complete standard description):
*3.11: The student will explain the importance of the basic principles that form the foundation of a republican form of government by identifying the
contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Rosa Parks, Thurgood Marshall, and Martin Luther King, Jr.;
*3.1

The student will explain how the contributions of ancient Greece and Rome have influenced the present in terms of architecture, government (direct
and representative democracy), and sports.
Contact Information to arrange trip (See websites for information)
http://www.usbg.gov/ = US Botanic Garden (visit first)
http://www.mnh.si.edu/ = Smithsonian Museum of Natural History
Plan the trip for the end of the year (March, April, May).
Suggested Activities for the Trip:
Before:
Review Ancient Civilizations: architecture, geography, social systems
Have students make a list of what buildings, land features, or governments the ancient civilizations had.
Take digital camera from the school with you, so that when you return you can remind the students about the architecture they saw and the
displays they looked at.
During:
While driving in and visiting, point out monuments (Washington, Jefferson, White House) reviewing architecture (columns, domes etc).
Smithsonian Museum of Natural History – Tour Western Civilizations area
Botanic Garden – Oasis from Ancient Egypt (papyrus and desert area)
Walking tour of the monuments: (Lincoln Memorial, Jefferson Memorial)
Have students make a list of things they see that remind them of features of the ancient civilizations.
Follow-up:
Show them the photos, and make a class list of things that reminded them of the features of ancient civilizations.
Have students write a journal page about what they saw or did that connects to Greece and Rome.
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