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This docume nt, based o n the Virg inia Department of Education’s English Standards of Learning Curr iculum Framework (2003) prov ides
extensions a nd additions to form the Lou doun County English Curri culum .

PHILOSOPHY
Loudoun County belie ves that al l children must develop l ifelong independe nt speaking, listening, viewing, readin g, and wr iting skills.
Loudoun County’s English/Language Arts curr iculum prepares stude nts to achieve competent oral an d written commu nication in the
classroom and co mmunity. Stude nts bec ome active and invo lved listeners and develop a fu ll comman d of oral and wr itten Eng lish language .
Each elementary grade level’s curri culum is org anized into three re lated strands: Ora l Language, Rea ding, and Writ ing. The strands ref lect a
balanced instructional prog ram. The curr iculum enables stude nts to develop li felong commu nication ski lls.

OVERVIEW
This English/Language Arts Curr iculum Guide identif ies Standards of Learn ing for Loudo un County students at each grade le vel. The
Standards of Learning in th is guide combine local with state objectives.

Each strand begins with a Focus Statement followed by the st andards for that strand. Following each standard is a table w ith three sect ions.
The first column, “Understanding the Standar d,” provides teacher notes that clar ify the intent of the standard. The second column, “Essential
Understandings,” lists objecti ves that a ll students s hould achieve . The th ird column, “Essential Knowledge S kills and Processes,” identif ies
the necessary be haviors and ski lls that students s hould demo nstrate to be s uccessful with each standard.
LCPS extensions to the VA SOLs are included in bold, italic print in the appropriate co lumn.
Spelling, Technology, and Research objectives are incorporated into the three standards at each leve l. The Eng lish objectives for Loudou n
County should be integrated into other conte nt areas so that reading, wr iting, speak ing, listening, and use of techn ology occur daily in all
classrooms. Please re fer to the LCPS Acceptable Use Pol icy (AUP) when uti lizing internet resources.

INTERNET SAFETY
The V irginia Department of Education (VDOE) has dir ected school distri cts to develop Internet safet y guidel ines and procedures for stu dents.
Currently, VDOE Computer/Technology Standard s 9-12.3, 4, 5 spec ify technology use behaviors stud ents m ust practice. These standards
have been integrated into the Engl ish/Language A rts Information L iteracy Framework. The safety an d security of our stude nts is our
responsibility. As you establish and develop the learning community in your classroom, integrate lessons about internet safety that address
personal safety on th e Internet, accessing information on the Internet, and activ ities on the Internet. Please be sure to incorporate the
following Guideli nes and Resources f or Internet Safe ty in Schools established by the Virg inia Depart ment of Education into y our instructio n.
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Personal safety on the Interne t.
• Students must understan d that pe ople are not always who they say t hey are. They should never g ive
out pers onal information w ithout an ad ult’s permission, especial ly if it conveys where they can be
found at a particular time. They should understand that predators are always present on the Internet.
• Students sh ould recognize the va rious forms of cyberbu llying and know what ste ps to take if
confronte d with that behavior.
Informati on on the Interne t.
• Students and t heir fam ilies should discuss h ow to identify acceptable s ites to v isit and what to do if an
inappropriate site is accessed.
• Students sh ould be informed ab out various Web advertising techniques and real ize that not al l sites
provide truthful information.

Activities on the Internet.
• Students and t heir fam ilies should discuss acceptable social networking and co mmunicat ion meth ods
and ap propriate steps to take when enco untering a problem.
• Students sh ould know the poten tial dangers of e -ma iling, gaming, downloadi ng files, and peer -to-peer
compu ting (e.g., viruses, le gal issues, harassment, sex ual predators, identity theft).
VDOE’s Guideli nes and Reso urces fo r Interne t Safety in Sc hools (2007)
Lessons on internet safety can be integrated into the oral language, read ing, writing, and research stra nds. Below ar e examples of how
internet safety lessons can be integrated into existing standards. These examples are from Integrating Internet Safe ty into the C urriculum
(2007) deve loped by the VDOE Offic e of Educationa l Technology.

Standards
2.3, 3.1, 4.1, 5.1, 5. 2, 5.3

K.12, 3. 7

Integration
In exploring ora l languag e issues with students, teachers ma y also use Internet (and ot her electroni c)
comm unications as exam ples and meth ods to learn certa in skills. Students increasing ly pract ice nonfi ction
reading and wr iting skills as they gain more experience in Eng lish. These same ski lls will work w ith the
Internet as a source of information or as a publishing venue.
If students are using online interact ives or other resourc es for practic ing skills, address the genera l safety
issues of personal safety, accessing information on the Internet, and activ ities on the Internet.
The example be low uses safe -searching te chniques with you ng chi ldren as part of a lesson on beginni ng
sounds.
Surfing the Web for ABCs
http://www.siec.k12.i n.us/~west/ proj/abc/abcless.htm
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1.12, 2.1 1, 3.10, 4.7, 5.8

2.3, 5.8
3.6, 4.5
3.7, 4.3
4.6, 5.6, 5.7

If students are using online tools for w ritten commu nications, address the general safety issues of personal
safety, accessing information on th e Internet, and activ ities on the Internet.
When helping students learn how to use oral langua ge or how to write to inform, persuade, and
entertain, point out how the se techniques are often use d on Web sites.
Students can ap ply nonfic tion reading s kills to information on Web sites, especia lly when identify ing the
author ’s purpose or distinguishing between fact and opinion.
When st udents use online tools as refe rence resources, address the general safety issues of personal sa fety,
accessing information on the Internet, and activ ities on the Internet.
When st udents research on t he Internet, they need t o be reminded ab out how to evaluate Web sites for
authenticity and rel iability.
A SMART Exercise KS2
This lesson idea below can be incorporated when teaching about language structure or the use of codes in
history.http://www.kidsmar t.org.uk/downloads/lesso nplans /lessonplan_comm. pdf

Additional ideas and guide lines for internet safety can be foun d at the VDOE websit e:
http://www.doe.vir ginia.gov/VDOE/ Technology/OET/ internet -safety-guide lines.shtml . In addition, Netsmartz.org, sponsored by the National
Center for M issing and Exploited Chi ldren, has many resources an d activ ities at e very grade level that can be used in instruction about
internet safety.
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FOCUS

STRAND: OR AL LAN GU AGE

GR AD E L EVEL 3

At the third-grade le vel, student s will learn ora l communi cation ski lls to part icipate in discussions abo ut learn ing and take part in
collaborativ e learning projects. In order to be contributing part icipants in discussions, stude nts must know the ski lls involved in e ffectively
communicating ideas and opinions, including such ski lls as actively listening to others and con structive ly agree ing or disa greeing with them.
Students will learn how to present information succinctly and confidently in oral presentations, whil e using grammatica lly corre ct language.
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STAND ARD 3.1
3.1

STRAND: OR AL LAN GU AGE

The student will use effective communication skills in group activities.
a) Listen attentively by m aking eye c ontact, facing the speaker, asking que stions, and summarizin g what is said.
b) Ask and respond to questions from teachers and other group members.
c) Explain what has been learned.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

•

The intent of this sta ndard is th at students will
communicate effectivel y during discussions in

group settings.

•

•

GR AD E L EVEL 3

Students will listen attentiv ely to others, using
strategies such as making eye contact w hile facin g
the speaker.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES

All students s hould

To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

•

participate eff ectivel y in group activities
by taking turns in convers ations an d

moving group discussions forward.

Students will interact with group memb ers by
asking and respondin g to questions and explaining
what has been said or learn ed.

•

•

engage in takin g turns in con versations b y
o makin g certain all group mem bers have an opportunity to
contribute.
o listening attentiv ely by making eye contact w hile faci ng
the speaker.
o eliciting information or opinions from others.
o supporting opinions with ap propriate idea s, examples, and
details.
o indicating disagreeme nt in a constructive ma nner.
take initiative in moving a group discussion forward b y
o contributing information that is on topic.
o answerin g questions.
o asking clarif ying questions of the s peaker.
o summarizing the conclusions reach ed in the discussion.
o explaini ng what has been learned.
paraphrase, summarize, or retell information in a small
group.
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STAND ARD 3.2
3.2

GR AD E L EVEL 3

The student will present brief or al rep orts.
a) Speak clearl y.
b) Use appropriate volume and pitch.
c) Speak at an understandable r ate.
d) Organize ideas sequentially or around m ajor points of inform ation.
e) Use grammatically c orrect language and specific vocabul ary to communicat e ideas.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD
•

STRAND: OR AL LAN GU AGE

The intent of this sta ndard is th at students will
conve y information through a formal oral

presentation.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES

All students s hould

To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

• cluster or sequence information on a topic

•

when presenting an oral report.

•

•

•

Students will be expected to organize information
logically a nd use correct gramm ar and specific
vocabular y for communicating id eas.
During the oral report, students will b e expected
to use a rate, volume, an d pitch that keep the
audience engaged.
Stories will be read aloud daily by an adult.

•

speak clearl y at an understa ndable rate
and volume.

deliver oral pres entations in an engaging manner that
maintains audience interest b y
o presentin g information with e xpression a nd confiden ce.
o varying tone, pitch, and volume to conve y meaning.
o using gramm aticall y correct lan guage.
o speaking at an un derstan dable rate.
o using specific vocabular y appropriate for the audience
and the topic.

•

stay on topic during presentations.

•

organize ide as sequentiall y or around major points of

information.

•

answer questions from the audienc e.

•

evaluate their own presentations, using class -designed

criteria.
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FOCUS

STRAND: R EAD ING

GR AD E L EVEL 3

At the third-grade le vel, student s will make the trans ition from a focus o n learn ing how to read to an emp hasis on reading to le arn and reading
for enjoy ment. An emp hasis wi ll be pla ced on learn ing about words, reading age -appropriate text wit h fluency and ex pression, and learning
compre hension strategies. They w ill build read ing comprehension t hrough reading a va riety of l iterature, to inc lude but n ot be lim ited to
narrati ve fiction such as folkta les, and no nfiction materia ls such as biographies and autobiographies. Students will continue to develop
strateg ic read ing skills, such as word analysis and con struction of meaning from text. Process strategi es that they implement before, during,
and after reading will assist the ir comprehe nsion in al l subjects (for example, when reading word prob lems in math, investigating scientific
concept s, and co mparing important people and events in history). Students wil l use a variety of pr int resources to research topics.

LCPS EX TENSIONS

Spelling Instruction
The LCPS Spe lling Program ta kes a word study ap proach to s pelling as one part of literacy deve lopment. Teachers prov ide student s with
hands-on activit ies that imitate fundamental think ing processes, opp ortunities to compare and contrast categories of words and word features,
and opportunities to discover s imilarities and diffe rences among words an d word patter ns. Wor d Study, as implemented in the 3 rd grade
classroom, sho uld sup port reading instruction and sho uld exhibit these character istics:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Teachers instruct where students use but co nfuse word s.
Teachers work w ith deve lopmentally appropriate (and f lexible) groups.
Teachers build a strong foundation, mixing known features with unknown features.
Teachers compare words that “do” with words that “don’t.” Tea chers should help stu dents see co ntrast in word soun ds and patterns.
Teachers introduce exceptions.
Teachers sort by so und and sight. Teachers should use picture cards as wel l as letter ca rds, as deve lopmentally appropriate.
Teachers beg in with obvious contrasts first.
Teachers help students work for automaticity.
Teachers use words stu dents can read and mea ningful text.
Teachers a llow students to discover rules and make genera lizations about rules as they sort.

Refer to the LCPS Spel ling Framework for an introduction to t he program and to res ources suc h as Words Their Way (Bear et al., 2004),
Word Journeys (Ganske, 20 00), and Word Ma tters (Pinnell and Fou ntas, 199 8) for more detai ls.
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STAND ARD 3.3
3.3

STRAND: R EAD ING

The student will apply word-analysis skills when reading.
a) Use knowledge of all vowel p atterns.
b) Use knowledge of homophones.
c) Decode regular multisyllabic w ords.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

•

•

•

•

GR AD E L EVEL 3

The intent of this sta ndard is th at students will use
word-attack skills to decode words in order to
read fluentl y.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES

All students s hould

To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

•

understand the need to apply wordanalysis skills to decode words.

apply knowle dge of how words are buil t, commensurate
with current rea ding level.

These skills in clude the use of p honics (all vowel
patterns a nd consonant combi nations), structural
analysis (roots and affixes), and context to rea d

•

apply knowled ge of all vowel p atterns.

words with multiple pronunciations.

•

apply knowled ge of dip hthongs , such a s aw and oy.

Loudoun Cou nty encourages the use of multi ple
strategies for decodin g. In Loudoun Cou nty,
readin g strategies will i nclude
o
referencing the pict ure.
o
using conte xt clues.
o
identifyi ng par ts of words.
o
checking beginning soun ds.
o
rereadin g to be sure the text ma kes sense.

•

apply knowled ge of roots.

•

apply knowled ge of affixes , such as dis-, ex-, non -, pre -, -ly,

•

use knowledge of homon yms/homophones, such as be/bee,
hear/here, and sea/see .

The teacher will a dminister an appropria te
developmental assessment to determine spelling
patterns to be studie d by the stu dent.

•
•
•

and –ness.

use context clues to verif y meaning and determin e
appropriate homophone usage.
apply knowled ge of the change in ten se ( -ed ), numb er ( -s),
and degree ( -er and –est) signified by inflecte d endings.
Decode regular multis yllabic words in order to read fluentl y.

Grade Three, page

8

STAND ARD 3.4
3.4

•

•

•
•

GR AD E L EVEL 3

The student will use strategies to read a variet y of fiction and n onficti on mate rials.
a) Preview and use text formats.
b) Set a purp ose for re ading.
c) Apply meaning clues, language structure, and phonetic strategies.
d) Use cont ext to cl arify meaning o f unfamiliar w ords.
e) Read fic tion and nonfic tion fluently and accura tely.
f) Reread and self -correct when necessary.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

•

STRAND: R EAD ING

The intent of this sta ndard is th at students will
apply different strategies to rea d texts i ncluding
fiction, poetry, nonfiction, content te xts, and other
printed m aterials.
Students who ar e able to appl y meaning clues,
language structure, and p honetic strate gies
independentl y become fluent re aders.
Reading levels:
o independent le vel – 95% accuracy, or about 1
of ever y 20 words misread
o instructional level – 90% accuracy, or about 1
of ever y 10 words misread
o frustrati on level – less tha n 90% accuracy , or
more than 1 of every 10 words misread
Fluent readers rea d with automaticity , and they
reread and self -correct as needed.
Students s hould read a bout 9 0 to 120 words per
minutes in gra de-level material.

•

Students will self -correct at least one out of four

•

Teacher will determine a ppropria te text level by
taking a run ning record.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES

All students s hould

To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

•

•

understand that te xt formats can be use d
to set a purpose for reading .

use text formats such as t he following to preview a nd set a

purpose for reading:
o poetry f eatures, such a s lines and stanzas.
o content text features, suc h as headings and chapter l ayout
by topic.
o functional formats, such as ad vertiseme nts, fl yers, and
directions.
o specialize d type, such as bold f ace and italics.
o visually a nd graphicall y represented information, such as
charts, graphs, graphic organiz ers, pi ctures, captions , and
photographs.

use meanin g clues, la nguage structure,
phonetic strate gies, te xt structure, and

surface features of text to read.

•

apply understa nding of text structure to guide reading by
o makin g predictions bas ed on knowledg e of text form
types, such as narrative , informational, gra phic, and
functional.
o makin g predictions bas ed on knowledg e of literar y forms,
such as folktale, biogra phy, and autobiograph y.
o identif ying seque nce and cause -effect r elationships of
information in functional texts, such as r ecipes and other
sets of directions.
o specialize d type, such as bold f ace and italics.

errors.
CONT INUED
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STAND ARD 3.4
3.4

STRAND: R EAD ING

GR AD E L EVEL 3

The student will use strategies to read a variet y of fiction and n onficti on mate rials.
a) Preview and use text formats.
b) Set a purp ose for re ading.
c) Apply meaning clues, language structure, and phonetic s trategies.
d) Use context to cl arify meaning o f unfamiliar w ords.
e) Read fic tion and nonfic tion fluently and accura tely.
f) Reread and self -correct when necessary.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES
CONT INUED FROM PREVIOU S PAGE
To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

•

use surface features of text to make meani ng from text by
o applying phonetic strate gies.
o using punctuation indicators, such as commas, periods,
exclamation points, question marks, and apostrophes
showing contraction an d possession.
o applying knowledg e of simple a nd compound sente nce
structures.
o skimming te xt to locate information.
o knowing w hen meaning breaks down and then rereading
to self -correct.
apply understa nding of languag e structure to make mea ning
from text b y
o using signal words of time sequenc e, such as first, se cond,
next, later, after, and finally.
o using signal words of compare -contrast, such as like,
unlike, di fferent, and same.
o using signal words of cause -effect, such as because, if …
then, whe n … then
o using conve ntions of dialogue, such as quotation marks to
indicate someone is saying somethi ng, indentation to
show that the s peaker has changed, and signal words lik e
he said and she exclaimed.

CONT INUED
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STAND ARD 3.4
3.4

STRAND: R EAD ING

GR AD E L EVEL 3

The student will use strategies to read a variet y of fiction and n onficti on mate rials.
a) Preview and use text formats.
b) Set a purp ose for re ading.
c) Apply meaning clues, language structure, and phonetic strategies.
d) Use context to cl arify meaning o f unfamiliar w ords.
e) Read fic tion and nonfic tion fluently and accura tely.
f) Reread and self -correct when necessary.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES
CONT INUED FROM PREVIOU S PAGE
To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

o use knowledge of how ideas are conn ected betwe en
sentenc es when one word is used in place of another, suc h
as the use of a pronoun for a noun, the use of a ge neral
location word (such as here or there) for a specific
location, and the use of a s ynonym for an earlier word
(such as animal for dog ).

•

•

apply understa nding of languag e structure to make mea ning
from text b y
o using context clues, such as a restateme nt, a renaming or
synonym, an example , or a direct descri ption or definition
included in t he sentence or para graph, to clarif y the
meanin g of unfamiliar words.
read familiar fiction a nd nonfiction with fluenc y and
accuracy.
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STAND ARD 3.5
3.5

The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of fiction.
a) Set a purp ose for re ading.
b) Make connections between previous experiences and reading selection s.
c) Make, confi rm, or revise predictions.
d) Compare and con trast setting s, characters, and events.
e) Identify the author’s purpose.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

•

•

•

•

•

STRAND: R EAD ING

The intent of this sta ndard is that students will
develop a variet y of comprehe nsion strategie s that
they can apply to make meaning from te xt.
Students s hould be able to connect their previous
experie nces and knowledge to the text in ord er to
make predictions a nd then use evid ence from the
text to confirm or revise their pr edictions.
Students will talk a nd write about similarities and
difference s that th ey see in various books b y the
same author or in various selections within the
same genre.
In classroom discussion, students will cont ribute
their ideas about an author’s craft, includin g such
elements as word c hoice, plot and organization,
beginnings and endings of selections, a nd
character development.
Students will learn about specific t ypes of

folktales
o tall tale—exaggerates larg er-than-life
characters , such as Pecos Bill and John
Henr y, which may have a historical basis and
may create a humorous picture o f these
characters .
CONT INUED

GR AD E L EVEL 3

f) Ask and answer que stions.
g) Draw c onclusion s about cha racter and pl ot.
h) Organize inf ormati on and events logically.
i) Summarize ma jor poin ts found in ficti on mat eri als.
j) Understand basic plots of fairy tales, myths,
folktales, legends, and fables.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES

All students s hould

To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

•

develop a variet y of comprehe nsion
strategies that can be applie d to make
meaning from fiction selections.

read for a s pecific purpose by
o locating specific i nformation in a rea ding selection.
o identif ying details th at support a state d main idea.
o expressi ng a stated main idea in their own words.

•

make a variet y of connections with t he text, such a s
o connections betw een their own p ersonal ex perien ces and
what is ha ppening in the text.
o connections betw een the text the y are re ading and other
texts the y have read, such as i dentif ying a similar plot or
character .
o connections betw een what th ey already know about the
topic and w hat the y find in the reading that is new to
them.
• use specific d etails to make, justify, and modif y predictions
by
o identif ying details from their own experienc es and
knowledge that supports their predictions.
o identif ying information from the text th at supports or
contradicts a prediction.
o revising predictions based on n ew understa ndings.

CONT INUED
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STAND ARD 3.5
3.5

STRAND: R EAD ING

The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of fiction.
a) Set a purp ose for re ading.
b) Make connecti ons between previous experience s and reading selection s.
c) Make, confi rm, or revise predictions.
d) Compare and con trast setting s, characters, and events.
e) Identify the author’s purpose.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD
CONT INUED FROM PREVIOU S PAGE

o

o

o

o
o

o

trickster tale —tells the story of a character
(the trickster) who fools others; the good
character does not fall for the trick, the bad
character does fall for the trick and gets what
he/she deserves.
legend—records the d eeds of real or
supposedl y real individuals w ho hav e been
elevated to the status of hero becaus e they
demonstrated virtues respe cted by their

culture.
fairy tale —begins with “O nce upon a
time…” and ends with “…hap pily ever after ,”
has events usuall y happening in thr ees, and
usually involves m agic.
pourquoi ta le —explains how or wh y
something h as come to be .
myth—a traditional story of a sup posedl y
historical event, presenting part of the world
view of a people or explaini ng a practice,
belief, or natural ph enomenon.
After re ading, students should be able to
demonstrate n ew under standi ngs through
writing, discussion, a nd graphic
represe ntations.

GR AD E LEVEL 3

f) Ask and answer que stions.
g) Draw c onclusion s about cha racter and pl ot.
h) Organize inf ormati on and events logically.
i) Summarize ma jor poin ts found in ficti on mat erials.
j) Understand bas ic plots of fairy tales, myths,
folktales, legends, and fables.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES
CONT INUED FROM PREVIOU S PAGE
To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

•

gain m eaning before, during, and after re ading by
o asking and answerin g questions to clarif y meaning.
o asking and answerin g questions to predict w hat will
happen next.
o understandi ng that sometimes two or more pieces of
information need to be put together to answer a question.
o understandi ng that some questions are answered directl y
in the te xt.
o understandi ng that the answers to some questions must be
inferred from the reader’s b ackground ex perienc es and
knowledge .
o understandi ng the basic plots of fair y tales, myths,
folktales, legen ds, and fables .
apply knowled ge of ch aracterization b y
o identif ying a charact er’s attribute s (traits).
o using evide nce from the text to support ge neralizations
about the chara cter.
o identif ying how the attributes of one character are similar
to or different from those of another charact er in th e same
selection or another selection.

• use surface features of text to accurately skim a

nd locate

information.

CONT INUED

Grade Three, page
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STAND ARD 3.5
3.5

STRAND: R EAD ING

The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of fiction.
a) Set a purp ose for re ading.
b) Make connecti ons between previous experience s and reading selection s.
c) Make, confi rm, or revise predictions.
d) Compare and con trast setting s, character s, and events.
e) Identify the author’s purpose.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

GR AD E L EVEL 3

f) Ask and answer que stion s.
g) Draw c onclusion s about cha racter and pl ot.
h) Organize inf ormati on and events logically.
i) Summarize ma jor poin ts found in ficti on mat erials.
j) Understand basic plots of fairy tales, myths,
folktales, legends, and fables.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL K NOWLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES
CONT INUED FROM PREVIOU S PAGE
To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

apply knowled ge of setting by
o identif ying the time and place of a stor y, using supporting
details from the text.
o identif ying the details that make two settings similar or
different.

•

write responses th at go be yond literal restat ements .

•

identify problem an d resolution.

•

make generalizations about a ch aracter based on that
character’s respons e to a problem, his/her goal, an d what the
character says to other character s.

•

identif y the author’s purpose.

•

draw conclusions about a char acter a nd/or plot from a

selection.

•

compare a nd contrast settings, characters, and events.

•

organize information or events .

•

summarize major points in a selection.

•

Highli ght or underli ne key words or phrases.
Grade Three, page
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STAND ARD 3.6
3.6

•

•

GR AD E L EVEL 3

The student will continue to read and demonstrate comprehension of nonfic tion.
a) Identify the author’s purpose.
b) Make connecti ons between previous experience s and reading selection s.
c) Ask and answer que stions about wha t is read.
d) Draw conclusions.
e) Organize inf ormati on and events logically.
f) Summarize ma jor poin ts found in nonfic tion ma terials.
g) Identify the characteristics of biographies and aut obiographies.
h) Compare and con trast the lives of tw o persons a s described in biographies and/or autobi ograph ies.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

•

STRAND: R EAD ING

The intent of this sta ndard is th at students will
read and demonstrate compreh ension of
nonfiction print materials a nd trade books across
the curriculum, including age-appropriate
materials that reflect t he Virgi nia Sta ndards of
Learning in Englis h, histor y and social s cience ,
science , and mat hematics , in order to build
vocabular y and conte nt knowled ge.
Students will de monstrate compre hension of a
selection b y using before -, during -, and after reading strategies .
Students will learn t he shared characteristic of
biography and autobiograph y: both are based on
verifiable facts about real -life people.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES

All students s hould

To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

•

•

demonstrate compr ehension of nonfiction.
demonstrate a n underst anding of the
characteristics of biogra phy and
autobiography .

•

•
•

use prior knowledge to pre dict information.
read nonfiction pri nt materials a nd trade books that reflect
the Virginia Standards of Le arning in En glish, history and
social science, science, and math ematics.
know the s hared and distinguishing characteristics of
autobiography and biogra phy.
state in their own words t he main ide a of a nonfiction

selection.

•

identif y details that support the main i dea of a nonfiction

selection.

•

organize information b y chronological sequen ce, by cause effect relationship, and through comparin g and contrasting,
using grap hic orga nizers such as a Venn diagram or time

line.
CONT INUED
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STAND ARD 3.6
3.6

STRAND: R EAD ING

GR AD E L EVEL 3

The student will continue to read and demons trate comprehension of nonfic tion.
a) Identify the author’s purpose.
b) Make connecti ons between previous experience s and reading selection s.
c) Ask and answer que stions about wha t is read.
d) Draw conclusions.
e) Organize inf ormati on and events logic ally.
f) Summarize ma jor poin ts found in nonfic tion ma terials.
g) Identify the characteristics of biographies and aut obiographies.
h) Compare and con trast the lives of tw o persons a s described in biographies and/or autobi ograph ies.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES
CONT INUED FROM PREVIOU S PAGE
To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

•

make a variet y of connections with t he text, such a s
o connections betw een their own p ersonal ex perien ces and
the text.
o connections betw een the text the y are re ading and other
texts the y have read.
o connections betw een what th ey already know about the
topic and w hat the y find in the reading that is new to
them.
gain m eaning before, during, and after re ading by
o asking and answerin g questions to clarif y meaning.
o understandi ng that sometimes two or more pieces of
information need to be put together to answer a question.
o understandi ng that some questions are answered directl y
in the te xt.

• use surface features of text to accurately skim a

nd locate

information.

•

identif y the author’s purpose.

•

summarize what t hey have read.

CONT INUED
Grade Three, page
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STAND ARD 3.6
3.6

STRAND: R EAD ING

GR AD E L EVEL 3

The student will continue to read and demonstrate comprehension of nonfic tion.
a) Identify the author’s purpose.
b) Make connecti ons between previous experience s and reading selection s.
c) Ask and answer que stions about wha t is read.
d) Draw conclusions.
e) Organize inf ormati on and events logically.
f) Summarize ma jor poin ts found in nonfic tion ma terials.
g) Identify the characteristics of biographies and aut obiographies.
h) Compare and con trast the lives of tw o persons a s described in biographies and/or autobi ograph ies.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDAR D

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES
CONT INUED FROM PREVIOU S PAGE
To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

• draw conclusions and ma ke inferences

about what the y have

read.

•
•

Compare an d contrast th e lives of two people describ ed in
biographies and/or autobi ographies.
Highli ght or underli ne key words or phrases.
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STAND ARD 3.7
3.7

•

GR AD E L EVEL 3

The student will demonstrate c omprehension of inf ormati on from a variet y of print resources.
a) Use dictionary, glossary, thesaurus, encyclopedia, and other ref erence b ooks, including online reference ma terials.
b) Use available technol ogy. *

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

•

STRAND: R EAD ING

The intent of this sta ndard is th at students will use
print resources to gather information on a s pecific
topic.
Students will select w hich resource is best for
locating a sp ecific t ype of information.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES

All students s hould

To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

•

understand ways to select the best
resource for gathering information on a
given topic.

•

make decisions a bout which resource is best for locating a
given type of information.
locate selected information in glossaries, indice s, tables of
contents, dictionaries, th esauruses, en cyclopedias, atlas es,
and other print a nd online r eferen ce materials.

• retrieve information from electronic sources.
•

use the intern et to find information on a giv en topic.

•

use a printer to create hard copies of information retrieved

from electronic sources.

* Please re fer to the LCPS Acceptable Use Pol icy (A UP) when uti lizing internet resources.

Grade Three, page

18

FOCUS

STRAND: WRITING

GR AD E L EVEL 3

At the third-grade le vel, student s will continue to develop their writing skills. When they write lette rs, stories, and simple explanations, the
instructional emphasis w ill be on paragraph development. The ir sentences wi ll become more co mplex, and the y will learn to se lect deta ils to
elaborate the central idea of the parag raph. Students wil l revise and edit for correct sentence formatio n, grammar, capita lization, punctuation,
and spell ing. They w ill use thei r written commu nication sk ills across the curri culum.
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STAND ARD 3.8
3.8

•

The intent of this sta ndard is th at students will
understand that good han dwriting is a n impor tant
tool of written communication. Neat and legible
handwriting is well re ceived by the reader, w hile
mess y, hard-to-read writing m ay lead to
misunderstan ding and annoyance.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES

All students s hould

To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

• use correct letter formation.

understand that neat, le gible cursive
handwriting is a n important tool of

written communication.

•
Although cursive letters are often introduced i n
second gr ade, it is at the thi rd-grade level th at the
transition from manuscript to cursive should be

completed.

•

GR AD E L EVEL 3

The student will write legibly in cursive.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

•

STRAND: WRITING

•

•

practice a ppropriate handwriting habits, i ncluding proper
posture, position o f paper, and pencil grip .

maint ain consisten t slan t, letter

formation, and legibility when writing in
print or cursive.

•

learn to write neatl y in cursive.

master cursive by the end of third gr ade.

Toward this long-term goal of dev eloping le gible,
neat, ra pid handwriting, this standard focuses on
students’ de veloping and practicin g good
handwriting h abits, such as proper posture, pa per
position, and p encil gri p.

•

Loudoun County uses continuous stroke
handwriting as a st andard form.

•

The teacher will provide direct instruction and

model proper letter formation.
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STAND ARD 3.9
3.9

•
•

The intent of this sta ndard is th at students will
continue to refine their writing s kills b y
concentrating on writing p aragraphs that ar e
clearl y focused on a central i dea.
Students will also begi n to elaborate their writin g
both within a s entence and across a paragraph.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES

All students s hould

To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

•

generate idea s and develop a plan for writing.

•

focus on a central topic an d group related ideas.

understand how to plan and compose a
descriptive paragraph.

•

select spe cific details of sig ht, sound, touch, taste, and smell
in order to paint a verbal picture of a person , place, thi ng, or

event.

Students will continue learnin g the features of the
domains of writing an d how to revise their writing

for clarity.

•

GR AD E L EVEL 3

The student will write descriptive paragraphs.
a) Develop a plan for writing.
b) Focus on a central ide a.
c) Include descripti ve details that elab orate the centr al idea .
d) Revise writing for cla rity.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

•

STRAND: WRITING

•

use exam ples from their rea ding as mod els to imitate in their

writing.
Students will focus on providing descriptiv e
details an d develop a conce pt of paragr aphing
within multi-paragraph narrative a nd expository

•

create v erbal pictures, using pr ecise nouns, verb s, and
adjectives , that ela borate idea s within a sentence .

pieces.

•

The three domains of writing are
o composing—the structuring and elaborating
a writer does to construct an effectiv e
messag e for readers ;
o written exp ression—those features that
show the writer purposefully shaping and
controlling language to affect re aders;
o usage/m echanics —the features that cause
written language to be ac ceptable and
effective for stan dard discourse. ( Note :
Students are not ex pected to know thes e

terms.)

•
•
•

describe events, i deas, and personal stories with accurate
details an d sequence.
read th eir own writing orall y to check for sente nce rhythm
(sentenc e variet y).
select information that the audience will find intere sting or
entertainin g.

• revise to eliminate details that

do not develop th e central

idea.
CONT INUED

Grade Three, page

21

STAND ARD 3.9
3.9

STRAND: WRITING

GR AD E L EVEL 3

The student will write descriptive paragraphs.
a) Develop a plan for writing.
b) Focus on a central ide a.
c) Include descripti ve details th at elaborate the centr al idea .
d) Revise writing for cla rity.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES
CONT INUED FROM PREVIOU S PAGE
To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

• incorporate transitional (signal) words th

at clarif y sequenc e,

such as first, next, and last .

•
•

apply knowled ge of the writin g domains of composing,
written expr ession, an d usag e/mech anics.
Students shoul d be a ble to use gra phic orga nizers such as
webs, lists , outlines, an d diagrams.
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STAND ARD 3.10

STRAND: WRITING

GR AD E L EVEL 3

3.10

The student will write stories, letters, simple explanations, and short reports across all content a
reas.
a) Use a variety of planning strategie s.
d) Revise writing f or specific vocabular y and in formation.
b) Organize inf ormati on according t o the type of writing.
e) Use available technolog y. *
c) Identify the intended audience .
UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD
ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING
ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES

•
•

The intent of this sta ndard is th at students will
develop strate gies for writing.
In order to produce copies that vary in purpose,
form, and audie nce, students need to be a ble to
draw from a p ersonal b ank of strategies
appropriate for plan ning, organizi ng, and revisi ng

All students s hould

To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

•

understand how to plan and compose
stories, friendl y letters, sim ple
explanations, an d short reports.

their writing.

•
•

•

•
•

generate idea s and plan writing by
o using ideas from cla ss brai nstorming activities.
o makin g lists of information.
o talking to classmat es about what to write.
o reading texts by peers and professional authors.
o using a cluster diagr am, stor y map, or other gr aphic
organizer.
o selecting an appropriate writing form for nonfiction
writing (such as explanation, dire ctions, an d simple
report), expre ssive writing (such as narrativ e, refle ction,
and letter), and creativ e writing (such as fiction a nd
poetry).
identif y the inten ded audienc e.
follow the organi zation of particular forms of writing for
o stories—beginnin g, middle, and end.
o letters—date, gre eting, bod y, and closing.
o explanations —opening ; information presente d in a way to
show the relationship of id eas, such as chronological
order; a nd closing.
foll ow the organization of particular forms of writing for
o short reports—opening, grouping of like information into
clear par agraphs, ordering of p aragra phs so that there is a
logical flow of inf ormation and closing.
clarify writing wh en revising by including specific
vocabular y and information.
Use av ailable tec hnolog y to write.

*Please refer to LCPS Acceptable Use Polic y (AUP) whe n
utilizing the internet resources.
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STAND ARD 3.11
3.11

•

GRADE LE VEL 3

The student will edit wri ting for c orrec t grammar , capitalization, punctua tion, and spelling.
a) Use complete and varied sentences.
b) Use the word I in compound subje cts.
c) Use past and present verb tense.
d) Use singular pos sessives.
e) Use commas in a simple series.
f) Use simple abbrev iations.
g) Use apostrophes in contractions with pronouns.
h) Use correct spelling for high-frequency sight words, including irreg ular plurals.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD

•

STRAND: WRITING

The intent of this s tandard is th at students will
understand and use the editing process.
Students will ide ntify the following parts of
speech: nouns, v erbs, and pronouns.

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

ESSENTIAL KNO WLEDGE, SKILLS,
AND PROCESSES

All students s hould

To be successful w ith this stan dard, students are expected to

•

•

use complete sente nces.

•

use the word I in compound subjects.

•

use past an d present verb tenses.

understand that grammaticall y correct
language and mechanics contribute to the
meaning of writing.

• use pronouns and synonyms to rename subjects of previous
sentences.

•

begin to use conjunctions in compound sente nces.

•

use singular possessives .

•

use simple ab breviations.

•

use correct spelling for frequentl y used words, i ncluding
irregular plurals, e.g., men, children .

• punctuate correctly.
o commas in a simple s eries
o apostrophes in contractions with pronouns, e.g ., I’d, we’ve
o commas in compound sentences
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LCPS Eng lish/Language Arts
SOL Paci ng Guide
3rd Grade
This pacing guide was designed to provide tea chers with a list of specific SOL areas to be covered
for each assessme nt period. It is to be used in conjunction with the LC PS English/Languag e Arts
Curriculum Guide, which contains the required curriculum ass ociated with the Virginia SOL.
Teachers are enc ouraged to desig n and use cr eative and effective instructio nal strategi es to teach
the standards for ea ch qua rter assessment perio d.
How to Use this Document
Standards in boldface are to be emphasized during that bench mark assessment period. Standards that re-appear in subseq uent quarters
are to be retaught, re visited, or reinforced. They do not appear in boldfaced text and will not be measured on that benchmark
assessme nt.

References and Sources
• The grade 3 SOL test does not test oral language or writing standards.
• Standards in italics are recomme nded extensio ns as per LCPS Curriculum Notes.
• VA DOE Standards of Learning Curr iculum Framework, 2 003
• VA DOE Standards of Learning : Crosswa lk, 1995-2002
• Feedback on the 2004- 08 LCPS curr iculum guides
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Grade 3 Englis h Paci ng Gu ide At a Glance
Standards in boldface are to be emp hasized during that quarter. In subsequent quarters, these standards are to be retaught, revisited,
or reinforced and are not printed in boldface text. The benchmark assessme nt dates are approximate. Mater ial on the assessme nt will
include sk ills in bol ded print listed above the date, although some material may not have been introduced prior to the test date. The
oral language and writing standards are no t tested on the grade 3 SOL tests.
1st Qu arter
2nd Quarter

rd

ORAL LANGUAGE
3.1 a, b, c

3.1 a, b, c
3.2 a, b, c, d, e

3 Quarter

3.1 a, b, c
3.2 a, b, c, d, e

4th Quarter

3.1 a, b, c
3.2 a, b, c, d, e

In 2007-08, students co untywide demo nstrated
weaknesses in the fol lowing areas. The * indicates
that this weakness also occurred in 2006 -07.
3.5f
*3.7a

READING
3.3 a, c
3.4 a, b, e, f
3.5 b, d, f
3.3 a, c
3.4 a, b, c, e, f
3.5 a, b, d, f, i
3.6 a, b, c, e
3.7 a, b

BMA Dec. 8-Jan. 9
3.3 a, b, c
3.4 a, b, c, d, e, f
3.5 a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j
3.6 a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h
3.7 a, b
BMA Mar. 16-Apr. 3
3.3 a, b, c
3.4 a, b, c, d, e, f
3.5 a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j
3.6 a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h
3.7 a, b
SOLs Tested on BMA 1
3.3 a, c
3.4 a, b, c
3.5 a, d, f, i
3.6 c, e
3.7 a

WRITIN G
3.9 a, b, c
3.11 a, b

3.8
3.9 a, b, c, d
3.10 a, d, e
3.11 a, b, f, h

3.8
3.9 a, b, c, d, e
3.10 a, d, e
3.11 a, b, c, d, f, h

3.8
3.9 a, b, c, d, e
3.10 a, b, c, d, e
3.11 a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h
SOLs Tested on BMA 2
3.3 b
3.4 d
3.5 c, g, h, j
3.6 d, f, g
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English/Language Arts SOL Pacing Guide – 3rd Grade

1st Quarter
Oral Language
3.1

The st udent w ill use effectiv e
communication s kills in group activit ies.
a. Listen attentively b y mak ing eye

b.
c.

contact, facing the speaker, asking
questions , and summa rizing what is
said.
Ask an d respon d to q uestions f rom
teachers and othe r group members .
Explain what has been learned.

Reading
3.3

The st udent w ill apply wo rd-anal ysis skills
when reading.

a.
c.
3.4

The st udent w ill write descr iptive
paragrap hs.
a. Develop a plan fo r writing.
b. Focus on a central idea.
c. Group related ideas.

3.11

The st udent w ill edit writing for cor rect
grammar , capital ization , punctuation ,
and spelling.

Use knowledge of all vowel patterns.
Decode regular multisyllabic words .

The st udent w ill use st rategies to read a
variety of fiction an d nonfiction mater ials.

a. Preview and use text formats.
b. Set a purpose for reading.
e. Read fiction and nonf iction fluently
and accurately.
f. Reread and self -cor rect when
necessary.
3.5

Writing
3.9

a.
b.

Use complete and varied sentences.
Use the word I in compoun d subjects.

The st udent w ill read and demonst rate
comprehension of fiction.
b. Make connections between previous
exper iences and readi ng selections.
d. Compare and cont rast settings,
charact ers, and events.
f. Ask an d answer questions.

The fo llowing skills are not part of the V irginia SOLs for Third Grade. They sho uld be introduced this year to prepare stude nts for
subsequent grade levels.
*
Capital ize names for tit les of people.
*
Include commas for dates a nd addresses.
*
Demon strate proper use of q uotation marks.
*
Demon strate proper use of ap ostrophes an d possessives.
*
Understand the difference between compound and run -on sente nces.

Grade Three, page

27

English/Language Arts SOL Pacing Guide – 3rd Grade
2nd Quarter

Reading

Oral L anguage
3.1

The student will use effectiv e

communication skills in group activities.
a. Listen attentivel y by maki ng eye
contact, facin g the speaker, asking
questions, and summarizing what is
said.
b. Ask and respond to questions from
teachers and other group mem bers.
c. Explain wh at has been learned.
3.2

3.3

3.4

The st udent w ill present brief oral
repo rts.

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Speak clearly.
Use approp riate volume and pitch.
Speak at an unde rstandab le rate.
Organ ize ideas sequential ly or around
major points of information .
Use grammatically correct language
and specific vo cabula ry to
communicate ideas.

3.5

3.6

The student will ap ply word -analysis skills
when r eading.
a. Use knowled ge of all vowel p atterns.
c. Decode regular multis yllabic words.
The st udent w ill use st rategies to read a
variety of fiction an d nonfiction mater ials.
a. Preview an d use text formats.
b. Set a purpose for reading .
c. Apply meani ng clues, language
structu re, and phonetic strategies.
e. Read fiction an d nonfiction fluentl y and
accuratel y.
f. Reread a nd self -correct whe n necessary.
The st udent w ill read and demonst rate
comprehension of fiction.
a. Set a purpose for reading.
b. Make conne ctions betwee n previous
experie nces and reading selections.
d. Compare an d contrast settin gs,
characters , and events.
f. Ask and answer questions.
i. Summa rize major points fou nd in
fiction mater ials.
The st udent w ill read and demonst rate
comprehension of nonf iction.
a. Identif y the autho r’s purpose.
b. Make connections between previous
exper iences and readi ng selections.
c. Ask an d answer questions about w hat
is read.
e. Organ ize information an d events

Writing
3.8

The st udent w ill write legib ly in cursive.

3.9

The student will write des criptive
paragra phs.
a. Develop a plan for writing.
b. Focus on a central idea.

c.
d.
3.10

Group related ideas.
Include descr iptive details that
elaborate the c entral idea s.

The st udent w ill write stor ies, letters,
simple explanations , and sho rt repo rts

across all content areas.
a. Use a v ariety of p lanning st rategies.
d. Revise writ ing fo r specific vo cabular y
and information .
e. Use available technology.
3.11

The student will edit writing for correct
grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and

spelling.
a. Use complete a nd varie d sentences.
b. Use the word I in compound subjects.
f. Use simp le abb reviations .
h. Use c orrect spell ing fo r highfrequency sight wo rds, including
irregula r plurals.

Please refer to LCPS Acceptable U se Policy ( AUP)
when utilizing the intern et resources.

logically.
CONTINUED
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English/Language Arts SOL Pacing Guide – 3rd Grade
2nd Quarter

Oral Language

Reading

Writing

CONT INUED FROM PREVIOU S PAGE
3.7 The st udent w ill demonst rate
comprehension of information f rom a
variety of p rint resou rces.
a. Use dictiona ry, glossary , thesau rus,
encyclopedia and other reference
books, i ncluding onl ine reference
materials .
b. Use available technology.

Please refer to LCPS Acceptable U se Policy ( AUP)
when utilizing the intern et resources.

The fo llowing skills are not part of the V irginia SOLs for Third Grade. They sho uld be introduced this year to prepare stude nts for
subseque nt grade le vels.
*
Capital ize names for tit les of people.
*
Include commas for dates a nd addresses.
*
Demon strate proper use of q uotation marks.
*
Demon strate proper use of ap ostrophes an d possessives.
*
Understand the difference between compo und and run -on sente nces.
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English/Language Arts SOL Pacing Guid e – 3rd Grade
3rd Quarter

Oral Language
3.1

The student will use effectiv e

communication skills in group activities.
a. Listen attentivel y by maki ng eye
contact, facin g the speaker, asking
questions, and summarizing what is
said.
b. Ask and respond to questions from
teachers and other group mem bers.
c. Explain wh at has been learned.
3.2

Reading
3.3

3.4

The student will pres ent brief oral reports.
a. Speak clearly.
b. Use ap propriate volume an d pitch .
c. Speak at an un derstan dable rate.
d. Organize ideas sequentiall y or around

e.

major points of information.
Use gram maticall y correct la nguage and
specific voca bular y to communicate
ideas.

3.5

The student will ap ply word -analysis skills
when r eading.
a. Use knowled ge of all vowel p atterns.
b. Use knowledge of homophones.
c. Decode regular multis yllabic words.
The student will use strategies to read a
variet y of fiction and nonfiction materials.
a. Preview an d use text formats.
b. Set a purpose for reading .
c. Apply meani ng clues, languag e structure,
and phonetic strate gies.
d. Use context to clarify meaning of
unfam iliar words.
e. Read fiction an d nonfiction fluentl y and
accuratel y.
f. Reread a nd self -correct whe n necessary.
The student will rea d and demonstrate
comprehe nsion of fict ion.
a. Set a purpose for reading .
b. Make conne ctions betwee n previous
experie nces and reading selections.
c. Make, confi rm, or revise p redictions.
e. Identif y the autho r’s purpose.
f. Ask and answer questions.
h. Organ ize information an d events

i.
j.

logically.
Summarize m ajor points found in fiction
materials.
Unde rstand basic plots of fai ry tales,
myths, folktales, legends, an d fables.

Writing
3.8

The student will write legibl y in cursive .

3.9

The student will write des criptive
paragra phs.
a. Develop a plan for writing.
b. Focus on a central idea.

c.
d.
e.

Group related ideas.
Include des criptive details that elaborate
the central ideas .
Revise writ ing fo r clarity.

3.10

The student will write stories, letters, simple
explanations, an d short reports across all
content areas .
a. Use a v ariet y of planning strategie s.
d. Revise writing for sp ecific voca bulary
and information.
e. Use av ailable tec hnolog y.

3.11

The student will edit writing for correct
grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and

spelling.
a. Use complete a nd varie d sentences.
b. Use the word I in compound subjects.
c. Use past and p resent verb tense.
d. Use singu lar possessives.
f. Use simple abbreviations.
h. Use correct spellin g for sight words.

Please refer to LCPS Acceptable U se Pol icy (AUP)
when utilizing the intern et resources.

CONT INUED
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Oral Language

Reading

Writing

CONT INUED FROM PREVIOU S PAGE

3.6

The student will rea d and demonstrate
comprehe nsion of nonfiction.
a. Identify the autho r’s purpose.
b. Make conne ctions betwee n previous
experie nces and reading selections.
c. Ask and answer questions about what is

e.

3.7

read.
Organize information and events
logically.

The student will de monstrate compre hension
of information from a variet y of pri nt

resources.
a. Use dictionar y, glossar y, thesaurus,
encyclopedia a nd other r eferen ce books,
including online ref erence materials .
b. Use av ailable tec hnolog y.

Please refer to LCPS Acceptable U se Policy ( AUP)
when utilizing the intern et resources.

The fo llowing skills are not part of the V irginia SOLs for Third Grade. They sho uld be introduced this year to prepare stude nts for
subseque nt grade le vels.
*
Capital ize names for tit les of people.
*
Include commas for dates a nd addres ses.
*
Demon strate proper use of q uotation marks.
*
Demon strate proper use of ap ostrophes an d possessives.
*
Understand the difference between compo und and run -on sente nces.
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Oral Language
3.1

The student will use effectiv e

communication skills in group activities.
a. Listen attentivel y by maki ng eye
contact, facin g the speaker, asking
questions, and summarizing what is
said.
b. Ask and respond to questions fr om
teachers and other group mem bers.
c. Explain wh at has been learned.
3.2

Reading
3.3

3.4

The student will pres ent brief oral reports.
a. Speak clearly.
b. Use ap propriate volume an d pitch .
c. Speak at an un derstan dable rate.
d. Organize ideas sequentiall y or aroun d

e.

major points of information.
Use gram maticall y correct la nguage and
specific voca bular y to communicate
ideas.

The student will ap ply word -analysis skills
when r eading.
a. Use knowled ge of all vowel p atterns.
b. Use knowled ge of homophones .
c. Decode regular multis yllabic words.
The student will use strategies to read a
variet y of fiction and nonfiction materials.
a. Preview an d use text formats.
b. Set a purpose for reading .
c. Apply meani ng clues, languag e structure,
and phonetic strat egies.
d. Use context to clarif y meaning of

e.
f.
3.5

i.
j.

The student will w rite legibl y in cursive .

3.9

The student will write des criptive
paragra phs.
a. Develop a plan for writing.
b. Focus on a central idea.

c.
d.
e.

plot.
Organize information and events
logically.
Summarize m ajor points found in fiction
materials.
Understa nd basic plots of fairy tales ,
myths, folktales, legends, and fables.

CONT INUED

Group related ideas.
Include des criptive details that elaborate
the central ideas .
Revise writing for clarity.

3.10

The student will write stories, letters, simple
explanations, an d short reports across all
content areas .
a. Use a v ariet y of planning strategie s.
b. Organ ize information acc ording to
the type of wr iting.
c. Identif y the intended aud ience.
d. Revise writing for sp ecific voca bulary
and information.
e. Use av ailable tec hnolog y.

3.11

The student will edit writing for correct
grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and

unfamiliar words.
Read fiction an d nonfiction fluentl y and
accuratel y.
Reread a nd self -correct whe n necessary.

The student will rea d and demonstrate
comprehe nsion of fiction.
a. Set a purpose for r eading.
b. Make conne ctions betwee n previous
experie nces and reading selections.
c. Make, confirm, or revis e predictions.
d. Compare an d contrast settin gs,
characters , and events.
e. Identif y the author’s purpose.
f. Ask and answer questions.
g. Draw conclusions about character a nd
h.

Writing
3.8

spelling.
a. Use complete a nd varie d sentences.
b. Use the word I in compound subje cts.
c. Use past and present verb te nse.
d. Use singular possessi ves.
e. Use c ommas in a s imple series.
f. Use simple abbreviations.
g. Use apostrophes i n cont ractions wit h
pronouns.
h. Use correct spellin g for high -frequenc y
sight words, in cluding irregul ar plurals.
Please refer to LCPS Acceptable U se Policy ( AUP)
when utilizing the intern et resources.
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Oral Language

Reading

Writing

CONT INUED FROM PREVIOU S PAGE
3.6

The student will conti nue to read a nd
demonstrate compr ehension of fiction and

nonfiction.
a. Identif y the author’s purpose.
b. Make conne ctions betwee n previous
experie nces and reading selections.
c. Ask and answer questions about what is
read.
d. Draw conclus ions.
e. Organize information and events
logically.
f. Summa rize major points fou nd in
nonfiction mater ials.
g. Identif y the characterist ics of
biograp hies and autob iograp hies.
h. Compare and cont rast the l ives of two
persons as descr ibed in biograp hies
and/or autobiograp hies.
3.7

The student will de monstrate compre hension
of information fr om a variet y of pri nt

resources.
a. Use dictionar y, glossar y, thesaurus,
encyclopedia, and other refere nce books,
including online ref erence materials .
b. Use av ailable tec hnolog y.

The fo llowing skills are not part of the V irginia SOLs for Third Grade. They sho uld be introduced this year to prepare stude nts for
subseque nt grade le vels.
*
Capital ize names for tit les of people.
*
Include commas for dates a nd addresses.
*
Demon strate proper use of q uotation marks.
*
Demon strate proper use of ap ostrophes an d possessives.
*
Understand the difference between compo und and run -on sente nces.
Grade Three, page
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Sample Units
Each of the following units, devel oped by the 2 008 Ele me ntary School Curriculum Commi ttee, was de signed
based on the frame work of U nde rstanding by Desi gn. Th is frame work was devel oped by Jay M cTi ghe and Grant
Wi ggins t o e mphasize what are termed the six facets of understanding: ex planation, interpretation, application,
perspe ctive, e mpathy, and sel f -knowled ge. Ea ch unit is built on a foundation of esse ntial questi ons and
understandings that st udent s are ex pected to gain by the en d of the unit or unit s. Ea ch unit is anchored with an
assess me nt performance task that should be rooted in authentic, real world activi ties. T he le arning activities and
performance task help to build and show student s understanding of concepts for each of the facets of
understanding. T he facets of understanding are define d belo w. T hese facets shape t he learning activities and
performance task in which the stude nts will be asked to en gage.
Facet of Unde rstand ing Definition
Expl anation
Stu dent s are able to ex plain the why and how of a concept. Fo r example , students are
able t o ex plain why a character takes a certain action using supporting eviden ce from
the te xt.
Inter pret ation
Stu dent s are able to assign mea ning to a concept and show how it relates to the m and
to t he world. For ex ample, s tudent s might write a poem i ncorporating figurative
language and imagery to convey a me ssage.
Appli cation
Stu dent s are able to apply the knowled ge and skills t hat they have gaine d to a realworld authenti c activit y. For ex ample, student s might compose a Life in Haiku pie ce
and submit it to the Washington Post for publication.
Pers pective
Stu dent s are able to see and analyze another pe rspective t han thei r own. F or example,
in preparing for a de bate, a stude nt i s able to argue b oth si des .
Emp athy
Stu dent s are able to feel the im pact of a decision or event on othe rs. For example,
student s write poe ms about the inj ustices i n D arfur, which are compile d and publishe d
into a book and sold to raise mone y for relie f efforts.
Self -knowled ge
Stu dent s are able to reflect about thei r work and their thi nking. For ex ample, s tudent s
might reflect about t hei r writing process in t he creation of a short story.
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Grade 3
Biographies: You Who?
Objectives
Goals:
q 3.6e The student will organize information and events logically.
q 3.6h The student will identify characteristics of biographies and compare and contrast the lives of two people.
q 3.10 The student will write stories, letters, simple explanations, and short reports across all content areas.
q 3.11 The student will edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
Understandings: (Students will understand…)
q the features of a biography.
q how to demonstrate an understanding of characteristics of biography.
q how to plan and compose several related paragraphs.
Essential Questions:
q What is a biography?
q What do most biographies have in common?
Students will know….
q the characteristics of a biography.
q how to use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast two biographies
The students will be able to…
q compare and contrast the lives of two persons using a Venn diagram.
q use elements of the writing process (planning, drafting, editing, revising, and publishing).
q select and sequence the important events when writing a biography.
q evaluate their own work with rubrics.
Evidence of Understanding
Performance Task(s):
Your history textbook publisher has decided to publish a new book about your local community. Your role is that of a writer
for the company, and you are going to write a short biography of someone you know: a relative, friend, or a neighbor.
Other Evidence:
q Venn diagrams completed by the students
q Interview questionnaire created by students
q Observation of student reading
q Observation of student working through the writing process
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Learning Plan
Learning Activities:
q Teacher conducts a shared reading of two biographical sketches from the history text Communities, and then
conducts a shared writing in which teacher and class complete a Venn diagram comparing the two biographies.
q Students each read four additional biographical sketches from the text.
q Students select two of the biographies they read and complete a Venn diagrams comparing the two.
q Teacher leads a class discussion and listing of features that are common to all biographies.
q Based on the list, students develop a questionnaire to use when interviewing a family member or a neighbor.
q Students draft a biography of the person they interviewed, modeling it on the selections from Connections.
q Using a word processor, students work through stages of the writing process to produce a final version.
q Teacher collects the biographies and publishes the local community edition of Communities.
Resources:
q Social science textbook Communities
q Copies of blank Venn diagrams
q Computer lab
q Rubric for assessing the completed biographies. (A sample rubric appears in the LCPS K-12 Writing Framework
document.)
q Access to a desktop publishing program (optional)
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Grade 3
Run, Run As Fast As You Can:
Using Gingerbread Stories to Teach Folk Tales
Objectives
Goals:
q 3.1a The student will use effective communication skills in group activities.
q 3.2 The student will present brief oral reports.
a. Speak clearly.
b. Use appropriate volume and pitch.
c. Speak at an understandable rate.
q 3.5 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of fiction.
a. Set a purpose for reading.
c. Make, confirm, or revise predictions.
d. Compare and contrast settings, characters, and events.
e. Identify the author’s purpose.
i. Summarize major points found in fiction materials.
j. Understand basic plots of fairy tales, myths, folktales, legends, and fables
q 3.10 The student will write stories, letters, simple explanations, and short reports across all content areas.
a. Use a variety of planning strategies.
b. Organize information according to type of writing.
c. Identify the intended audience.
d. Revise writing for specific vocabulary and information.
e. Use available technology.
q 3.11 The student will edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
See specific skills a-g.)
Understandings: (Students will understand that…)
q Folk tales are developed from oral language traditions.
q Folk tales include exaggerated events and life lessons.
q Folk tales include a plot with a problem and a solution.
q Gingerbread stories appear in many different versions and cultures.
q Writing needs to be planned, drafted, revised, edited, and published.
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Essential Questions:
q How do different versions of Gingerbread stories show cultural diversity?
q What do all of these stories have in common?
q What are the patterns and plot elements that make the Gingerbread stories folk tales?
q What are common elements in a folk tale?
q How can I choose vocabulary that will appeal to my audience?
Students will know….
q characteristics of folk tales
q key vocabulary
q different cultures will make a common story specific to their culture.
q how to take a piece of writing through the stages of the writing process
q how to work cooperatively in a group in order to brainstorm ideas
Students will be able to …
q compare and contrast different versions of a folk tale.
q identify the common elements of a folk tale.
q sequence events in the story.
q use the writing process to write their own versions of a Gingerbread Man story.
q share their stories with others.
Evidence of Understanding
Performance Task(s):
Each student will write a new Ginger Bread Man story for a younger student, either in K, first, or second grade. The story
must incorporate all of the elements of folk tales and patterns contained in Gingerbread Man stories. Each student’s story
will be told from the point of view of a character in the story, and each story must take place in the character’s neighborhood.
When their stories are complete, the children will go to a K, 1, or 2 classroom and each child will read his or her story to a
younger student.
Other Evidence:
q Venn diagram
q Oral retellings and discussions of versions
q Rough draft of Gingerbread story
q Final copy of Gingerbread story
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Learning Plan
Learning Activities:
q As a class and individually, students will read various Gingerbread Man stories from different cultures.
q Using Venn diagrams, students will compare and contrast and discuss different versions of the story.
q The teacher will teach the class the elements of a folk tale.
q In small groups, students will list descriptive vocabulary words from the tales.
q The teacher will teach the class about point of view.
q Using the stages of the writing process, students will invent their own stories publish them.
q Each student will read his or her story to a child from a younger grade.
q Students will use a rubric to self-evaluate their writing. The teacher will use the same rubric to grade the stories.
Resources:
q The Gingerbread Girl by Lisa Campbell Ernst
q The Gingerbread Cowboy by Janet Squires & Holly Berry
q Musubi Man: Hawaii’s Gingerbread Man by Sandi Takayama & Pat Hall
q Gingerbread Baby by Jan Brett
q The Runaway Tortilla by Eric Kimmel & Randy Cecil
q Stop That Pickle by Peter Amour & Andrew Shachat
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