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Early American History 
 
For this level you will be expected to know the following facts about America 
early history.  If you see a  next to a question, it means that it’s an oral 
question for everyone. 

 
Discovery 
America was discovered by accident by a Spanish explorer named Christopher 
Columbus.  He was actually trying to find a shortcut to Asia as a trade route. 
This voyage was supported by the Spanish king, Ferdinand, and the queen, 
Isabella.  Isabella even sold some of her jewels to help pay for the trip. 

 
The Early Years of Settlement 
America was eventually settled by the English at the Jamestown settlement in 
Virginia.  Jamestown was the first permanent settlement for the English in North 
America and was named after King James I. The colonist may have perished if 
not for the help of Captain John Smith during the first two years. As the 
colonist learned to adapt they also had encounters with the native Indians of 
America (called Native Americans). There was one Native American girl, 
Pocahontas, who was initially captured by the colonists, but eventually helped 
establish peace between her tribe and the colonists. She married a colonist 
named John Rolfe and even met the king and queen of England. John Rolfe 
was a farmer who cultivated tobacco which became one of Virginia’s most 
important crops. 

 
 
 

You will be expected to recite a famous speech delivered by Patrick Henry at 
the meeting of the delegates of Virginia’s Provincial Congress in 1775 inspired 
them to vote for Virginia to join the revolution.  You will need to know the last 
verse. 

 
“Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of 
chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course 
others may take; but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!” 



The Revolution 
By 1776 the colonies had grown in size to cover most of the eastern coast of 
America.  There were a total of 13 colonies as shown on the map on the next 
page.  The Colonies rebelled against the British Empire’s rule over them and 
entered into the American Revolutionary War against the British between 1775 
and 1783. The height of the Revolution came in 1776, with the unanimous 
Declaration of Independence by the 13 colonies into states which formed the 
United States of America. The Americans formed an alliance with France in 
1778 that evened the military and naval strengths against the British. Two main 
British armies were captured at Saratoga in 1777 and Yorktown in 1781 by the 
Continental Army commanded by George Washington.  These losses by the 
British led to peace and the Treaty of Paris in 1783, and the recognition of the 
United States as an independent nation. 

 
The person selected to be our first president was George Washington. George 
Washington was impressed by the abilities of an upholsterer named Betsy Ross 
and commissioned her to make the first flag of the United States based off of our 
various revolutionary flags. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Betsy Ross Flag 



You will need to identify the name of each of the 13 original colonies. 
 
A - Massachusetts  

B - New Hampshire  

C - New York 

D - Connecticut  

E - Rhode Island  

F - Pennsylvania  

G - New Jersey  

H - Maryland 

I - Delaware  

J - Virginia 

K - North Carolina  

L - South Carolina  

M - Georgia 


	Discovery
	The Early Years of Settlement
	The Revolution

