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Level 3 Study Guide 

 
Branches of Government 

 
For this level you will be expected to know the following facts about the branches of our 
government.  If you see a  next to a question, it means that it’s an oral question for 
everyone. 
 
Our Government 

The formation of our government was the result of our founding fathers wanting a 
government that did not give too much power to one individual (like a King).  They 
drafted and adopted the Articles of Confederation in 1781 which was the first 
constitution of the 13 American states.  The Articles of Confederation emphasized 
having a strong central government with more power over the individual state 
governments.   

In order to achieve their goals, the founding fathers wrote the Constitution of the 
United States which replaced the Articles of Confederation in 1789.  The Constitution 
specified that the government have a separation of powers, creating 3 branches (or 
groups) that had different responsibilities but at the same time work together to 
effectively govern the country, protect its citizen’s rights, and keep an eye on each 
other as a form of checks and balances. What that means is that one branch cannot 
do something without the others knowing about it and having the ability to approve, 
change, or deny that action. 

 
 You will be expected to sing or recite the Star Spangled Banner.  This song, 

originally written as a poem in 1814, was eventually sung to the tune of an existing 
song as was officially made our national anthem in 1931.   
 

Oh, say can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 
 What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming. 
 Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight. 
 Over the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming. 
 And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
 Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there 
 Oh say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
 Over the land of the free and the home of the brave. 
 
 



The 3 branches of the U.S. Government are the Executive, Legislative, and 
Judicial: 

 Executive Branch: 

The executive branch is headed by the 
President of the United Stated and The Vice 
President of the United States.  Since it is a big 
job, there are a number of Departments and 
Agencies that help perform different functions 
and are led by people who are all part of the 
presidents Cabinet.   

The president is elected every four years and 
can only be re-elected once (i.e. server two 
terms).  Elections are always held in November 
and the new president starts the following 
January when he is officially inaugurated.  

 

Building Name: The White House 

The presidents official residence 
and office 

 

Legislative Branch: 

Consists of the U.S. Congress and other 
departments like the Library of Congress.  They 
are responsible for making the laws that govern 
our country.  Congress has two parts: the 
Senate and the House of Representatives: 

House of Representatives:  has 435 
Congressmen (the number of congressmen 
from each state varies based on its population.  
For example, Virginia has 11). They are elected 
for a two year period.   

Senate: has 100 Senators (2 from each state).  
They are elected for a six year period.  There is 
no limit to the number of times a senator can 
be re-elected. 

 

Building Name:  
The Capitol Building 

The place where Congress meets 
to do business 

Judicial Branch: 

Consists of the entire federal court system.  
These courts decide arguments about the 
meaning and application of our laws.  The 
highest court is the Supreme court.  If an 
argument can’t be decided by a lower court it 
makes its way to the Supreme court.  The 
Supreme court has 9 people (called justices) 
with the leader called the Chief Justice. 

 

Building Name:  
The Supreme Court 

The highest court in the land. 

 


