
List for students entering fourth grade 
 

Please remember to ask the children’s librarian at your library to help you choose Newberry Medal and Newberry Honor books.  Also, 
please ask the librarian to help you choose books that will support your fourth grade studies.  Topics to explore include Virginia history, 
regions and famous Virginians.  Also, try to read books about Patrick Henry, Stonewall Jackson, Thomas Jefferson, Robert E. Lee, James 

Madison, George Mason, John Smith, Harry Bird, John Brown, Nat Turner, George Washington, and L. Douglas Wilder. 
 
 

Try these authors…    …and these series 
Judy Blume      The Eddie Dickens Trilogy 
Beverly Cleary     by Philip Ardagh 
Roald Dahl      Akiko by Matt Crilley 
Paula Danziger     Black Stallion by Walter Farley 
Marguerite Henry     The Princess Tales by Gail Carson Levine 
E.W. Hildick      The Spiderwick Chronicles 
Kathryn Lasky     by Tony DiTerlizzi & Holly Black 
Alice Mead      Freddy by Walter R. Brooks 
Lynne Reid Banks     Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis 
Jerry Spinelli     Tales from the Odyssey 

        by Mary Pope Osborne 
        Dear America by various authors 
        Amelia by Marissa Moss 
 
****************************************************************************************** 
 
Atwater, Richard.  Mr. Popper’s Penguins 

The unexpected delivery of a large crate containing an Antarctic penguin changes the life and 
fortunes of Mr. Popper, a house painter obsessed by dreams of the Polar regions. 
 

Bellairs, John.  The House with a Clock in its Walls 
A boy goes to live with his magician uncle in a mansion that has a clock hidden in the walls which 
is ticking off the minutes to doomsday. 
 

Bunting, Eve.  Train to Somewhere 
In the late 1800’s, Marianne travels westward on the Orphan Train in hopes of being placed with 
a caring family. 

 
Byars, Betsy.  Wanted…Mud Blossom 

Convinced that Mud is responsible for the disappearance of the school hamster that he was 
caring for over the weekend, Junior Blossom is determined that the dog should be tried for his 
“crime.” 

 
Christopher, Matt.  Goalkeeper in Charge 
 Will Tina’s shyness ruin her chances to play goalkeeper on the soccer team? 
 



Clements, Andrew.  Frindle 
When he decides to turn his fifth grade teacher’s love of the dictionary around on her, clever 
Nick Allen invents a new word and begins a chain of events that quickly moves beyond his 
control.   
 

Collins, Suzanne.  Gregor the Overlander 
After Gregor follows his sister through a grate in the laundry room, he finds an entire world of 
humans along with giant spiders, bats, cockroaches and rats living in Underland beneath New 
York City. 

 
DiCamillo, Kate.  Because of Winn Dixie 

Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni descries her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all 
the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie. 

 
Duffey, Betsy.  A Boy in the Dog House 
 George is faced with the task of training his new puppy Lucky. 
 
Edwards, Julie Andrews.  The Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles 

With help from an eccentric professor who gives their imaginations special intensive training, 
three children succeed in locating the last of the great Whangdoodles and granting his heart’s 
desire. 

 
Grover, Wayne.  Dolphin Treasure 

A man searching for buried treasure off the Florida coast is cast adrift by a storm until a 
dolphin comes to his aid. 

 
Gutman, Dan.  Babe and Me:  A Baseball Card Adventure 

With their ability to time travel using vintage baseball cards, Joe and his father have the 
opportunity to find out whether Babe Ruth really called his shot when he hit the home run in 
the third game of the World Series against the Chicago Cubs. 

 
Howe, James.  Bunnicula 

Chester the cat tries to warn his human family that their foundling baby bunny must be a 
vampire. 

 
Hurwitz, Johanna.  Baseball Fever 

Ten-year-old Ezra tries to convince his scholarly father that his baseball fever is not wasting is 
mind. 

 
Lawson, Robert.  Rabbit Hill 

New folks are coming to live in the Big House. The animals of Rabbit Hill wonder if they will 
plant a garden and thus be good providers. 
 

 



Sorenson, Virginia.  Miracles on Maple Hill 
Marly and her family share many adventures when they move from the city to a farmhouse on 
Maple Hill. 
 

Thimmesh, Catherine.  Girls Think of Everything:  Stories of Ingenious Inventions 
This book details some of the wonderful inventions that women have made over the years, and 
how they helped make our lives easier. 

 
Whelan, Gloria.  Friend on Freedom River 

When asked to ferry some runaway slaves across the frozen Detroit River, Louis is afraid of 
the dangers of the ice and the chance of getting caught. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


