
List for students entering first grade 
 
Please remember to ask the children’s librarian at your library to help you choose Caldecott Medal books for the best picture books of 

the year.  Also, please ask the librarian to help you choose books that will support your first grade studies.  Topics include animals, 
holidays, natural resources, plants, recycling, seasons, inventors, geography, presidents and national symbols. 

 
 Try these authors…     …and these series 
 Jan Brett       Clifford, the Big Red Dog 
 Marc Brown       by Norman Bridwell 
 Stan and Jan Berenstain     Get Ready, Get Set, Read 
 Don Freeman      by Kelli Foster 
 Bob Graham       Frog and Toad 
 Kevin Henkes      by Arnold Lobel 
 Thatcher Hurd      Little Bear 
 Eric Kimmel       by Else Holmelund Minarik 
 David McPhail      Henry and Mudge; Puppy Mudge 
 Phyllis Root       by Cynthia Rylant 
 Simms Taback      Amanda Pig 
 Douglas Wood      by Jean Van Leeuwen 
 Harriet Ziefert 
 
****************************************************************************************** 
Agee, Jon.  Milo’s Hat Trick 

When Milo the magician is in desperate need of a new trick to pull out of his hat, he encounters 
a bear who helps him out. 

 
Bottner, Barbara.  Pish and Posh 
 When Pish and Posh discover fairy magic, they face a series of wacky surprises. 
 
Brett, Jan.  The Gingerbread Baby 

A young boy and his mother bake a gingerbread baby that escapes from their oven and leads a 
crowd on a chase. 

 
Cole, Joanna.  Bony-Legs 

When a terrible witch vows to eat her for supper, a little girl escapes with the help of a mirror 
and comb given to her by the witch’s cat and dog. 

 
Dunrea, Olivier.  Ollie 

Ollie is an egg that does not want to hatch until Gossie and Gertie sit on him and use reverse 
psychology. 

 
DuQuette, Keith.  They Call Me Woolly:  What Animal Names Can Tell Us 
 From the woolly monkey to the woolly bear, there’s much to discover in an animal’s name. 
 



Edwards, Pamela Duncan.  Gigi and Lulu’s Gigantic Fight 
After a falling out, best friends Gigi and Lulu discover that, while it can be fun to do the same 
things most of the time, sometimes it is good to be different. 

 
Emmett, Jonathan.  Someone Bigger 

Sam’s dad says that he is too small to fly their new kite, but when, Dad, the postman, a bank 
robber, and some zoo animals get pulled up into the sky, only Sam can save them. 

 
Freeman, Don.  Earl the Squirrel 

Earl doesn’t think of himself as spoiled, but his mother does.  She decides it’s time Earl learns 
to find acorns for himself. 

 
Gray, Kes.  Cluck O’Clock 

A group of chickens has a full day on the farm, from eating breakfast early in the morning to 
avoiding a fox late at night. 

 
Henkes, Kevin.  Kitten’s First Full Moon 

When kitten mistakes the full moon for a bowl of milk, she ends up tired, wet, and hungry trying 
to reach it. 
 

Hillert, Margaret.  The Cookie House 
 This is the story of Hansel and Gretel written for beginning readers. 
 
Inches, Alison.  Corduroy’s Hike 

Corduroy, the toy bear, sneaks into Lisa’s backpack when she goes on a hiking trip and has quite 
an adventure when he gets lost along the way. 
 

Jenkins, Steve.  I See a Kookaburra!  Discovering Animal Habitats Around the World 
Readers search for animals in the places where they live while learning how these animals grow 
and thrive in different environments. 

 
Juster, Norton.  The Hello, Goodbye Window 

The kitchen window at Nanna and Poppy’s house is, for one little girl, a magic gateway.  
Everything important happens near it, through it, or beyond it. 

 
Kvasnosky, Laura McGee.  Zelda and Ivy 

In three brief stories, Ivy, the younger of two fox sisters, goes along with her older sister’s 
schemes, even when they seem a bit daring. 

 
London, Jonathan.  Froggy Plays Soccer 

Although Froggy is very excited when his Dream Team plays for the city soccer championship, 
he makes a mistake on the field that almost costs the team the game. 

 
 



McFarland, Lyn Rossiter.  Mouse Went Out to Get a Snack 
 Mouse is hungry for a snack.  A piece of cheese sounds good, but that’s not all! 
  
Murphy, Frank.  George Washington and the General’s Dog 

Washington recounts events in the life of George Washington, which focus on his fondness for 
animals. 

 
Rohmann, Eric.  My Friend Rabbit 

Something always seems to go wrong when Rabbit is around, but Mouse lets him play with his toy 
plane anyway because he is his good friend. 

 
Rylant, Cynthia.  Puppy Mudge Finds a Friend 
 Fluffy the cat joins Mudge for a play date and the games begin! 
 
Sayre, April.  Crocodile Listens 

As other animals walk, gallop or trot by, a hungry crocodile lies quietly in the sand, listening for 
a very special sound from her nesting place. 

 
Sierra, Judy.  Wild About Books 
 The story begins when Molly McGrew, a librarian, drives her bookmobile into the zoo by mistake. 
 
Spinelli, Eileen.  Do You Have a Hat? 

This book by a best-selling author celebrates hats of all kinds, especially those worn by some 
famous people. 

 
Stanley, Diane.  Goldie and the Three Bears 

In this story, loosely based on Goldilocks, Goldie makes an unplanned visit to the house of some 
bears. 

 
Thomas, Shelley.  Get Well, Good Knight 
 Good Knight helps three little dragons who are in bed with a cold. 
 
Van Leeuwen, Jean.  Amanda Pig and Her Best Friend Lollipop 

Amanda Pig and her friend Lollipop share fun times at each other’s houses, and experience their 
very first sleepover party. 

 
Weeks, Sarah.  Baa-Choo! 
 When Sam the lamb has trouble sneezing, the other animals try to help. 
 
Weeks, Sarah.  Drip, Drop 
 Poor Pip Squeak springs many leaks in his roof as he tries to sleep during a rainstorm. 
 
Weiss, Ellen.  Twins Have a Fight 
 A set of twins fight over two new toys, break one, and learn to share with each other. 



 
Whybrow, Ian.  The Noisy Way to Bed 

The little boy in this story just wants to go to sleep, but the duck, the horse, the sheep, and 
the pig won’t let him get to bed!  

 


