
List for students entering fifth grade 
 

Please remember to ask the children’s librarian at your library to help you choose Newberry Medal and Newberry Honor books.  Also, 
please ask your librarian to help you choose books that will support your fifth grade studies.  Topics include states and regions, U.S. 
History, sound, light, matter, tornadoes, hurricanes, oceans, plants, spiders, invertebrates, trees, gravity, earthquakes, and rocks. 

 
Try these authors…      …and these series 
Lois Lowry        Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 
Walter Dean Myers      The Unicorn Chronicles by Bruce Coville 
Joan Lowery Nixon       Guardians of Ga’Hoole  
Gary Paulsen        by Kathryn Lasky 
J.K. Rowling        A Series of Unfortunate Events 
Elizabeth George Speare      by Lemony Snicket 
Jacqueline Woodson      The Edge Chronicles 
Lawrence Yep       by Paul Stewart & Chris Riddell 
         American Girl History Mysteries 
         by various authors 
 
****************************************************************************************** 
 
Alexander, Lloyd.  Time Cat:  The Remarkable Journeys of Jason and Gareth 

Jason and his magic cat, Gareth, travel through time to visit countries all over the world during 
different periods of history. 

 
Alphin, Elaine Marie.  Ghost Soldier 
 Alexander meets the ghost of a Confederate soldier and helps him look for his family. 
 
Avi.  The Good Dog 

McKinley, a malamute, is torn between the domestic world of his human family and the wild 
world of Lupin, a wolf that is trying to recruit dogs to replenish the wolf pack. 

 
Babbitt, Natalie.  The Search for Delicious 

The Prime Minister is compiling a dictionary, and when no one at court can agree on the meaning 
of “delicious,” the King sends his twelve-year-old messenger, Gaylan, to poll the citizenry.  
Gaylan soon discovers that the entire kingdom is on the brink of civil war, and must enlist help 
to define “delicious” and save the country. 
 

Choldenko, Gennifer.  Al Capone Does My Shirts 
Moose moves with his family to Alcatraz Island so his father can work as a guard and his sister 
can attend a special school in San Francisco.  He meets Piper, the daughter of the warden, 
realizing that she is trouble, but strangely irresistible. 

 
 
 



Clements, Andrew.  The Report Card 
Fifth-grader Nora Rowley has always hidden the fact that she is a genius from everyone 
because all she wants is to be normal, but when she comes up with a plan to prove that grades 
are not important, things begin to get out of control. 

 
Cox, Judy.  Weird Stories from the Lonesome Café 

Sam moves to Nevada with his uncle to run a café in the middle of nowhere, and although Uncle 
Clem insists that nothing ever happens there, his clientele consists of a number of strange 
characters, including Dorothy and Toto, Elvis and Bigfoot. 

 
Creech, Sharon.  Granny Torrelli Makes Soup 

Rosie and Bailey have been best friends for as long as she can remember, but lately he is really 
making her mad.  Can Granny Torrelli’s stories save their friendship? 

 
Curtis, Christopher Paul.  Bud, Not Buddy 

Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Michigan during the Depression, escapes a bad 
foster home and sets out to find his father. 

 
DiCamillo, Kate.  The Tale of Despereaux:  Being the Story of a Mouse, a Princess, Some Soup, and a 
                          Spool of Thread 

This Newbery Award winner tells the tale of a mouse in love with music, stories and a princess 
named Pea. 

 
Edwards, Julie Andrews.  Mandy 

Looking for a place of her own, a ten-year-old orphan creates a secret home in a deserted 
cottage in the village of St. Martin’s Green. 

 
Enright, Elizabeth.  Gone-Away Lake 

Portia and her cousin Julian discover adventure in a hidden colony of forgotten summer houses 
on the shores of a swampy lake.   
 

Jacobson, Jennifer.  Winnie Dancing On Her Own 
Winnie, who has always done everything with her best friends, is afraid they’ll drop her if she 
doesn’t learn to dance like a ballerina (instead of a goose with a stick in her throat). 

 
Ibbotson, Eva.  Island of the Aunts 

As they get older, several sisters decide that they must bring children to their secluded island 
home to help with the work of caring for an assortment of unusual sea creatures. 

 
McCaughrean.  Stop the Train!  A Novel 

When the railroad refuses to let trains stop in newly-founded Florence, Oklahoma, citizens 
come up with schemes to make them stop- including kidnapping the train! 

 
 



O’Connor, Barbara.  Fame and Glory in Freedom, Georgia 
Bird has a new partner in the school spelling bee, and he just might bring her the fame she has 
been looking for. 

 
Rice, Bebe Faas.  The Year the Wolves Came 

Fourteen-year-old Therese recalls life on her family’s farm on the Canadian prarie during the 
winter of 1906 when the arrival of both blizzards and wolves leads to a terrifying revelation 
about her beautiful mother. 
 

Ryan, Pam Munoz.  Riding Freedom 
Charlotte Parkhurst has a special way with horses and is determined to find a way to live the 
life she wants in the mid-1800s. 

 
Sachar, Louis.  Holes 

Overweight and unpopular Stanley is sent to a nightmarish correctional camp in Texas, where he 
makes his first true friend, discovers buried treasure and gains a new sense of himself. 

 
Stanley, Diane.  The Mysterious Matter of I.M. Fine 

Noticing that a popular series of horror novels is having a bizarre effect on the behavior of its 
readers, Franny and Beamer set out to find the mysterious author. 

 
Torrey, Michele.  The Case of the Gasping Garbage 

Doyle and Fossey, the best science detectives in fifth grade, solve mysteries and explain how 
they did it in science experiments you can try at home. 


