
 

Solar System Study Guide for both Quiz and Test 

Solar System: a group of objects in space that move around a central star.  Our solar system 

includes the sun, eight planets, the planets’ moons, asteroids, comets, and dwarf planets.  

Planets: a large celestial object that moves around a star. All of the planets in our solar system 

all orbit the sun.  

Terrestrial Planets: Four inner four planets made of rock - Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars 

Gas Giants: Four outer four planets made of gases - Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune 

Venus: this planet is closest in size to Earth 

Sun: the sun is the largest object in our solar system. 

 

Simple model of our solar system that shows the relative positions of our planets 

 

● Earth is the only planet with liquid water 

● Venus is closest in size to Earth. 

● All eight planets orbit the Sun. 

● The Sun in the largest object in our system. 

 

 

Planets in order from the Sun: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, 

Neptune.  Use this mnemonic phrase to remember the order of the planets from the sun: My 

Very Excellent Mama Just Served Us Noodles 

 

Be able to list the planets from largest to smallest and smallest to largest: Use this 

mnemonic phrase to remember the order of the planets from largest to smallest: Just Sing 

Until Noon. Every Voice Makes Melodies (Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Earth, Venus, Mars, 

Mercury). 

 

   

 



 

Apollo 11 Mission: Why is the Apollo 11 Mission important? 

1) First NASA mission when astronauts walked on the moon.  

2) They brought back samples from the moon of rocks and soil 

3) The rock and soil samples are still studied today. From these samples, there was no 

evidence of life found on the moon. 

 

Aristotle: Thought that the Earth was the center of our solar system, and that the planets also 

orbited the Earth. 

 

Ptolemy: Thought that the Sun revolved around the Earth, and that the Earth was the center 

of the universe, like Aristotle, but he also thought that each planet and the Sun moved in small 

circles, while orbiting Earth. 

 

 

 

 

Copernicus: He was the first scientist to say that the sun was the center of our solar system, 

and he used mathematics to prove this. 

 

Galileo: He invented the telescope, and he used his telescope and science to prove that the 

Earth revolved around the Sun. His model was the correct model of the solar system and we 

still use this today. 

 

 


