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CAMPUS
Seventy families participated in the rising ninth grade CAMPUS
Information Night to learn about the Loudoun County Public
School (LCPS) school counseling initiative. CAMPUS is an
academic and college preparation program designed to meet the
specific needs of LCPS students who are prospective first generation college students in
attaining higher post-secondary education. CAMPUS began in the spring of 2002. The
program now serves approximately 312 students in grades nine through twelve. The initiative
seeks to provide support and encouragement to students who demonstrate the ability to
achieve academic success and college admission. Admission to and graduation from college are
among the goals of the program. Students must commit to attending mandatory CAMPUS
meetings and/or classes during the school day and participate in activities throughout the
school year.

1

CAREER & TRANSITION SERVICES
Transition Services, within the Office of Special Education, conducts regular, professional
development for many staff. The twenty-two transition teachers and two career and
transition class pilot program teachers in one of our high schools come to the
administration building monthly for a half-day of training provided by career and
transition administration. During February, staff were trained on using hands-on mobile
work samples for assessments. The five Community and Schools Together (CAST) job
coaches also receive monthly professional development. Transition administration
additionally provides training to new teachers approximately quarterly and training to
case managers at all school levels for Community Independence Instruction (CII).
Transition training has also been provided to school social workers, special education
supervisors, and other staff, as well as provided to the deans. Additionally, Transition
provides community partnership public transit travel training to case managers and
students in the high schools. Lastly, Transition holds many community meetings and
presentations for students and their families, with the most recent presentation, on
February 23, 2019, When the Bus Stops Coming: Life After High School, (see Parent
Resource Services article, page 4). The college level presentation, A Vision into NVCC,
will be presented at Northern Virginia Community College on Friday May 3 from 3:30
p.m.-6:00 p.m.
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HOPE PROM 2019
Freedom High School’s HOPE (Helping
Other People Every day) Club hosted the
Annual HOPE Prom on February 14, 2019.
This event is designed to provide students,
with varying needs, an opportunity to
participate in a dance with their peers.
The dance is designed with the students in
mind, so the lights are kept dim, the
playlist is full of music the students love,
and the music volume is at a level that can
be enjoyed by all. This year’s event was
larger than it has ever
been. There were 300
students, both with and
without special needs,
from 12 LCPS high
schools in attendance.
The high schools that
participated included:
Freedom, John Champe,
Broad Run, Briar
Woods, Rock Ridge, Park
View, Potomac Falls,
Woodgrove, Riverside,
Tuscarora, Dominion,
and Loudoun County.
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McKINNEY-VENTO
Becky Hicks, the McKinney-Vento specialist, was part of a community event that featured
a panel discussion by some of the county’s homeless service providers. Along with
Loudoun County Public Schools, other agencies with representation include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Good Shepherd Alliance
Loudoun Abused Women’s Shelter
Loudoun County Community of Care
Loudoun County Youth Shelter
Mobile Hope
Volunteers of America Chesapeake

The homelessness presentation was well received
and registration was at capacity within a few days of
announcing the community event. Loudoun County Public Schools was well represented
with many parent liaisons in attendance. The panel discussed the entire continuum of
services available for families, single adults, veterans, and youth in our county. As a
result of the positive response, opportunities for additional community conversations
about affordable housing and prevention services may be available.

PARENT RESOURCE SERVICES (PRS)
On January 24, 2019, PRS hosted the Middle
School Connection which included a panel
comprised of a special education supervisor and two
middle school assistant principals that assisted
parents in understanding the transition from
elementary to middle school. On February 19, 2019,
PRS hosted the High School Connection which
included a panel comprised of a special education supervisor and two high school special
education deans that assisted parents in understanding the transition from middle school
to high school. Both workshops were well attended and well received.
The final workshop in the transition series, When the Bus Stops Coming, was held on
Saturday, February 23, 2019. This workshop was a combination of presentations and a
vendor fair geared for post-secondary options for students with more significant support
needs. The first presentation was a panel of current and former students and their family
members discussing their transition after high school experience. The other presentations
were community agencies discussing services for students. Finally, there were 35
community agencies in attendance available to speak with attendees regarding services
for students following high school.
Please visit the PRS website for additional information.
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PEER
Every year, our PEER Programs raise awareness for
Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month during the
month of February.
LAWS (Loudoun Abused
Women’s Shelter)
provided 7,000 ribbons for
our student-led
initiatives. Photos
included are from
some of the LCPS
high schools.
Freedom, Riverside,
Heritage (video),
Tuscarora, Rock
Ridge, Broad Run,
and Briar Woods have
organized initiatives.

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION SUPPORT (PBIS)
On February 19, 2019, a principal, assistant principal, and internal coach for PBIS from
Australia visited Eagle Ridge Middle School and Rosa Lee Carter Elementary School to learn
more about the implementation and sustainability of PBIS. Through staff presentations and
tours of their building, they learned how schools are supporting the academic, behavioral, and
social-emotional needs of all learners at the elementary and secondary level.
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PBIS

(CONTINUED)

Dr. Charles Barrett, school psychologist, and Dr. Lisa
Fillipovich, PBIS coordinator, presented at the 16th
International Conference on Positive Behavior
Support on February 21, 2019, in Washington, D.C.
Their interactive
presentation
focused on
increasing
awareness and
understanding of
privilege, implicit bias, vulnerable decision points, and
neutralizing routines to decrease disproportionate
discipline outcomes for students. Implications for teachers,
administrators, and equitable practice and policy were also
discussed.
On February 22, 2019, Stefanie LaPolla (supervisor of Multi-Tiered System of Supports) and
Dr. Terry Scott (professor and distinguished university scholar at
the University of Louisville) were invited presenters at the 16th
International Conference on Positive Behavior Support. Their
topic focused on the large-scale implementation of Positive
Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) across 90 schools
over a ten-year period. Participants were provided with an
overview of the coaching model,
ongoing evaluation methods, and
key decision points for managing
this large-scale implementation.
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SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTIONAL FACILITATORS
On February 11, 2019, the Specialized
Instructional Facilitators – Assistive
Technology (SIF-AT) and the Specialized
Instructional Facilitators – Reading (SIFR) participated in a collaborative
professional learning opportunity. Each
group presented in their area of expertise
followed by group discussion on how
assistive technology can support the
division-wide initiative of specialized
reading instruction. Both teams look
forward to continued discussions on how
to support our
students’ growth
in the areas of
communication
and reading.

SPECIALIZED READING UPDATES
In February and March, additional special education
program teachers were trained in Direct Instruction
methodology, bringing the total to nearly 100% of
program teachers trained in the programs of Reading
Mastery/Corrective Reading.
The Specialized Reading Instructional Facilitator Team
has begun the second year of a research partnership with
George Mason University in which teachers are receiving
virtual coaching using Bluetooth and video conferencing technology during classroom
instruction. This form of coaching and real-time feedback continues to be a positive
experience for teachers and improves the learning experience for students by providing
fidelity improvements without creating a disruption to the classroom environment.
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STUDENT ASSISTANCE SERVICES
Keith Robinson, a student assistance specialist, is leading the restorative conversation
with the Park View High School Great Stories Club. Park View High School has been
awarded a grant to host a unique book discussion series. The Great Stories Club is a
yearly initiative of the American Library Association
(ALA). The main goals are to engage teens facing
challenges with relevant literature and to facilitate
meaningful thinking and conversation around complex
issues. The current series focuses on issues of race and
racism. As described on the ALA web site, “The project
will engage local communities in racial healing and change
efforts that address present inequities linked to historic and
contemporary beliefs in racial hierarchy.”
Keith Robinson is partnering with teacher, Caitlin McAteer, and librarian, Kathleen
Britto, to hold the Great Stories Club in one of Ms. McAteer’s grade 10 English classes.
Central to the program at Park View High School is the use of Restorative Circles
facilitated by Mr. Robinson, which break down barriers and help students find
commonalities. Circles foster an increased level of trust among students so that they feel
comfortable engaging in conversation around the issues raised in the texts. Ms. McAteer
reached out to Mr. Robinson before applying for the grant and believes that his
involvement and expertise played an influential role in the selection of Park View High
School as a grant recipient.
For more information about the Great Stories Club, please visit:
http://www.ala.org/tools/programming/truth-racial-healing-transformation-GSC

On January 28, 2019, LCPS Student
Assistance Services partnered with
Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office to
provide an educational parent seminar
focused on Vaping/JUULing, Internet
Safety, tips for parents, and the schoolbased prevention and intervention
services provided by our student
assistance specialists. The seminar,
held at Briar Woods High School, was
attended by approximately 200
parents.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
➢ March 7, 2019: PRS Workshop, Guardianship and Transfer of Rights. Location:
LCPS Administration Building (room number will be posted the day of the
workshop), 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
➢ March 13, 2019: PRS Workshop, Protecting Our Youth: A Conversation about
Teen Trafficking for Parents and Teens. Location: Stone Bridge HS (Auditorium),
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
➢ March 16, 2019: PRS Workshop, Summer Activities Resource Fair with breakout
session: Summer Break, Now What? Location: LCPS Administration Building
(room number will be posted the day of the workshop), 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.
➢ March 28, 2019: End of Third Grading Period
➢ April 15-19, 2019: Spring Break

DEPARTMENT LEADERSHIP
Dr. Asia Jones, Assistant Superintendent, Pupil Services
John Lody, Director, Diagnostic and Prevention Services
Dr. Suzanne Jimenez, Director, Special Education
Dr. Clark Bowers, Director, Student Services
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