
Ancient Greece  
Study Guide 

 
Geography and physical characteristics 

• Ancient Greece was a peninsula located on the Mediterranean Sea in 
Europe. 

• The landscape had hills and mountains. 
• The soil was rocky and poor. 

 
Human Characteristics 

• Greeks were farmers, shipbuilders, and traders. 
1. farmed olives and grapes on hillsides 
2. traded and fished on the Mediterranean Sea 
3. city-states developed because mountains separated people 

 
Economics 

• Economic specialization- focusing on one product or service 
EX: Greeks focused on building ships, farming and making pottery. 

 
• Economic interdependence- two or more people depend on each other for 

goods and services 
EX: Greeks traded goods with Egypt and other nearby communities. 

 
Government 

• Greece was the birthplace of democracy!  Their government was a direct 
democracy. 

1. democracy- government by the people 
2. direct democracy- each citizen votes to make rules and laws 

 
architecture 

• Greeks used columns to build structures. 
• The most famous structure is the Parthenon. (see picture) 

 
Art/sports 

• Greeks made sculptures and vases out of clay and stone. 
• Greeks held the very first Olympics. 

 
 
 

 



ancient Greece… So What? 
 

The Greeks influenced our world today with many contributions! 
 

ART! 
We still make pottery today! 
 
 

Architecture! 
Many of our building in America use columns! 
 

Government! 
We have a democracy here in America!  When you are an adult, you can vote! 

 

Sports! 
Every 4 years, we still have the summer Olympics, and every 4 years we 

have the winter Olympics! 
 

Theatre! 
The Greeks had plays called comedies (funny) or 
tragedies (sad).  We still have them today! 
 

The Standards:   
SOL 3.1  The student will explain how the contributions of ancient Greece and Rome have 
influenced the present in terms of architecture, government (direct and representative 
democracy), and sports. 
 
SOL 3.4  The student will develop map skills by 

a) locating Greece, Rome, and West Africa; 
b) describing the physical and human characteristics of Greece, Rome, and West Africa; 
c) explaining how the people of Greece, Rome, and West Africa adapted to and/or 
changed their environment to meet their needs. 

 
SOL 3.8 The student will recognize the concepts of specialization (being an expert in one 
job, product, or service) and interdependence (depending on others) in the production of 
goods and services (in ancient Greece, Rome, the West African empire of Mali, and in the 
present). 


