
        

Does your child have a public library card? Use the link below 

to check it out!  https://library.loudoun.gov  

  First Grade is Magic! 

    
 

 

December 2020 
 

First Grade Paw Prints 
Dominion Trail Elementary School 

https://www.lcps.org/dominiontrail 

 

First Grade Teacher Favorites! 

We love books!  Here are some of our winter favorites! 

 

Mrs. Roth The Mitten by Jan Brett 

Mrs. Manning   Snowmen at Night by Caralyn Buehner 

Mrs. Waller Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin 

Mr. Robbins The Snowy Day   by Ezra Jack Keats 

Mrs. Hellstrom Owl Moon by Jane Yolen 

Mrs. Gearing How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

 

Reading Workshop 

First Graders are working very hard as word detectives.  We will continue this unit 

throughout the month of December. We will also continue to work on reading with a 

smooth voice and expression, retelling stories, and making predictions.  Please 

continue to read over the winter break!  Keep in mind that a child’s listening level is 

well above his reading level.  Reading aloud to your child is a wonderful way to 

expand their vocabulary, not to mention an opportunity to snuggle. 

Writing Workshop 

This month the students will be expanding on what we have learned about narrative 

writing. During Writing Workshop we will work to build stamina as writers, write about 

small moments, and practice “brave spelling” using all we know about letter sounds.  

In addition, we are working to always spell our snap words correctly. 

Math 

In Math, we will be working on addition, subtraction and story problems to 20.  Math 

is all around us.  Look for it!  (For example, if you read 3 books this morning and 4 

books this evening, how many books did you read in all?  If I make a dozen cookies 

but I eat 4 of them, how many are left for the family?) 

Social Science 

In December, we will continue learning about mapping and geography. We will 

learn about some famous Native Americans, Powhatan and Pocahontas, as well as 

some famous Virginians, Arthur Ashe and Maggie Walker.  In addition, we will explore 

this winter season. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Winter Break 

December 23 – January 3 

January 4 – First day back 

after winter break 

 

 

Helpful Hints 

For our hybrid friends, please 

help your child remember to 

dress appropriately for school 

and for the weather. Shoes and 

clothing should be comfortable 

and safe for active learning. In 

addition, hats and mittens 

make being outside much more 

fun when it is chilly! 

Challenge! 

*Help your child find 

compound words in their 

reading. 

*How many compound words 

can you write using the word 

‘sun’? 

*Help your child find blends 

and digraphs in their books. 

*Have your child show how 

many ways to make 10! 

*Ask your child to tell you how 

he/she tackles tricky words. 

 

 

https://library.loudoun.gov/

