
 As we begin November, we are at the end of the first marking 

period.  Just a reminder that you can access your child’s Report Card 

via ParentVUE on Monday, November 11, 2019.  If you need any 

assistance with this please contact the main office with login 

questions.  

 As we begin the new marking period, it is time to review our 

goals set for the school year.  Please help your child by being on time to 

school which sets a very positive tone for the day! 

 The weather has turned colder outside.  Please make sure that 

your child is dressed appropriately to go outside for recess. 

 Please mark your calendars for the start of the 2020-2021 school year.  

On the next page is the complete calendar adopted by the School Board. 

 On Thursday, November 21st we hope that you and your family 

will join us for our annual Countryside Gives Back (Thanksgiving 

Dinner) starting at 6:00 p.m. and ending at 8:00 p.m.  This event is 

free of charge and we look forward to seeing you that evening! 

 On Wednesday, November 20th we have our annual fourth 

grade musical.  This event starts at 7:00 p.m. in the gym.  Everyone is 

welcome to join us for this performance. 

 On behalf of all of the staff, we wish you a very safe and happy 

Thanksgiving holiday.  Enjoy your time off with family and friends! 

 

     

 With Cougar Pride, 

Richard Rudnick 

Richard Rudnick, Principal 
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1 End of Grading 

Period 
 
1 6:30 p.m.  PTA 

Halloween 
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No Students 
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27 NO SCHOOL - 

Thanksgiving 
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SCHOOL BOARD ADOPTS 2020-21 STUDENT     CALENDAR   
  

    
 
 
 
 
The Loudoun County School Board adopted the student calendar for the 2020-21 school year at 
its Tuesday, October 22nd meeting. 
  

Following is the adopted student calendar: 

  
August 27,  FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
 

September 4-September 7, Holiday (Labor Day) 
 

October 12,  Holiday (Columbus Day)   
 

October 29,  End of Grading Period      
 

October 30,  Student Holiday (County-Wide Staff Development)  
 

November 2-3, Student Holidays (Planning/Records/Conference Days) 
 

November 25-27, Holiday (Thanksgiving)    
 

December 23-January 1, Winter Break (Classes Resume January 4)    
 

January 15, End of Grading Period     
 

January 18, Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)  
 

January 19, Moveable Student Holiday * (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 
 

January 20, Holiday (Inauguration Day) 
 

February 15, Holiday (Presidents’ Day) 
 

March 2, Student Holiday (County-Wide Staff Development)   
 

March 29-April 2, Holiday (Spring Break) 
 

April 9, End of Grading Period 
 

April 12, Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day)  
 

May 31, Holiday (Memorial Day)   
 

June 15,  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL/End of Grading Period    
  
*NOTE: Parents with childcare or other weekday scheduling concerns - Date of the Moveable 
Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters may change if the school 
calendar must be changed due to school closings for inclement weather or other emergencies. 



Cougar Bookmarks: 

the Countryside Library Newsletter 

This fall, we will be hosting a Scholastic Signature Book Fair. Kids will have a few days at 

school (November 13-15) to preview the fair and make “wish lists”. Shopping will take place 

during their normal library times during the week of November 18-22. 
 

You are welcome to come in and shop without your child during the week between the hours of 

8 AM and 2 PM on shopping days, which are Monday, November 18th through Friday, 

November 22nd.  Please stop at the front office for a Visitor’s Pass before coming to the Library.  
 

We will also have afternoon shopping hours on Monday, November 18th from 3:00-4:30. 

We will also have two evening events: 

Thursday, November 21st from 6:00-8:00 PM  
during the Countryside Gives Back dinner 

and 

Wednesday, November 20th from 4:30-7:00 PM  
before the 4th grade musical 

 

If you are interested in volunteering at the Book Fair, and receiving a discount of 15% off your 

purchase, please email Mrs. Redman at Lori.Redman@LCPS.org. 

    

 

Don’t forget to sign up for eWallet! 

No cash or checks on hand to send in with your child for Book Fair shopping? No worries– the 

Book Fair is now offering eWallet! There is no charge to set up an eWallet. Simply create an ac-

count and authorize a spending limit to have funds immediately available for your child to 

choose the books they wish for!  

To get started, visit our school’s Book Fair homepage at:  

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/countrysidecougars 

The Book Fair is  

Almost Here!!! 

November 18-22 



@ CTY 
November 2019  

Here’s a peek at what we’ve been up to! 
KINDERGARTEN —Students explored apples and how mixing primary colors can make 
secondary colors.  They created 3 apples, cut them out, and glued to a piece of burlap.  Currently, 
we’re talking about the seasons and drew a pumpkin to paint focusing on more color mixing.   

FIRST GRADE —Our year started out with students making LEGO figures.  We moved 
into studying the Sun and Earth.  Students drew and colored 8 different circles to be planets and 
the Sun.  Black paint was added as well as white dots for stars.  We are now working on making 
our rocket ships using geometric shapes.    

SECOND GRADE —Our year started out with students making LEGO figures.  We 
moved into studying maps.  Students were challenged to create a pirate treasure map.  We drew 
our map shape as well as an island and symbols to represent details you’d find on a treasure map.  
After coloring in our details, watercolor was added to create the ocean.   
THIRD GRADE —Our year started out with students making LEGO figures.  We moved 
into learning about Henri Matisse and created a collage inspired by Matisse.  Students finished 
their collage with their name cut out of white paper.  Currently, we’re exploring a new multi-media 
project focusing on leaves and symmetry. 
FOURTH GRADE —Our year started out with students making LEGO figures.  We 
moved into a textile project focusing on the 5 regions of Virginia.  Students traced and cut out the 
5 regions from felt and are earning how to use the whip stitch to sew the pieces to burlap. 
FIFTH GRADE —Our year started out with students making LEGO figures.  We moved 

into a multi-media project focusing on the Grand Canyon.  Students learned about the layers of the 
Earth, rocks, and landscapes.  They used painted paper to create their canyon details.  Currently, 
we’re talking about spiders and will be creating a spider web using printmaking. 

Welcome Back and Meet the                     
CTY Art Teachers! 

 

The 2019-2020 school year has been off to a great 
start!  Mr. Browning and Mrs. Smithson are back 
for their 3rd year together at Countryside and are 
looking forward to another great year.  Mr. Brown-

ing comes with 13 years of experience teaching Art 
in Loudoun and Prince William Counties in Virgin-
ia.  Mrs. Smithson comes with 7 years of experi-

ence teaching Art in New Jersey and Utah.   

Georgia O’Keeffe 
November 15, 1887—Sun Prairie, WI 

March 6, 1986—Santa Fe, NM 

The White Flower, 1932 

The Golden Palette 

 

Congratulations to Miss Biggs/Mrs. 
Vago’s Kindergarten class for winning 
the Golden Palette for great behavior 

for the month of September! 





FREE CLOTHING 

DISTRIBUTION 
Sponsored by the Potomac Falls Cluster of Schools 

       

       

NOVEMBER 16TH, 2019 
POTOMAC FALLS HIGH SCHOOL 

9 to 11 A.m. 
 
 

Distribution will take place in the cafeteria.   The clothing distribution 
includes items for Fall and Winter and includes all sizes for all ages.   

 
If you have questions please contact your school Parent Liaison. 



 
DISTRIBUCIÓN GRATÍS DE ROPA 

Patrocinado por el Cluster de Potomac Falls  
 

        

NOVEMBER 16TH, 2019 
POTOMAC FALLS HIGH SCHOOL 

9 to 11 A.m. 

 
 
La distrución será en la cafetería.  Po La distribución de la ropa incluye artículos 

para el otono y el invierno en todas las tallas. 
 

Si tiene alguna pregunta por favor contacte a el Parent Liaison de su escuela. 
 

 



PTA News 

Countryside Elementary School - Parent Teacher Association 

 

Calling All Parents!!  Please join the PTA and share your ideas on how to help our 

children at Countryside Elementary. https://ces.ptboard.com/home 

 

PTA Spotlight of the Month: Julie Bowman – Volunteering and Giving Back to our Community 

By Mary Grace Balrup, PTA Recording Secretary 

"The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by the compassionate actions of its members." – Coretta Scott King 

Before moving to Countryside, a little over a year ago, the definition of “Community” was vague and at times non-existent to 

me.  Living in an over populated hipster neighborhood in Brooklyn, NY, neighbors were not easy to track down, let alone did 

we have a community. Lucky enough for us, we found Sterling, VA, and this wonderful area known as Countryside.  As an 

outsider, I wasn’t sure what to except, but what I learned about “Community” is that it is synonymous with “Countryside.” 

For this month’s spotlight, I had the chance to speak with one of our parent volunteers at Countryside Elementary, Julie 

Bowman. Julie shared with me a bit about herself, why she enjoys volunteering at the school and most important to me, her 

desire to bring the community together by way of “The Sterling Scoop.”  

Having moved to Countryside 16 years ago from PA and starting her family here, Julie has a lot of love for the Sterling area. 

Speaking with Julie, I quickly learned that she was one to wear many hats, a person with great ambition and a “Jack of 

many trades”. Besides being one of our regular volunteers at Countryside Elementary school, she is a mother, a wife, a 

Realtor, the host and creator of “The Sterling Scoop,” a community ambassador and a charity volunteer. She is an unofficial 

mentor by way of example, a community leader, a motivator and a wonderful illustration of what is means to “Pay it forward.”   

Julie’s background is extremely diverse, interesting and inspiring. She has always made sure to follow her instincts and to 

be true to herself, moving from chapter to chapter in her life when needed. Before becoming a Realtor and starting “The 

Sterling Scoop,” she received her BS in Kinesiology.  Shortly after graduating, she made a change and entered the IT world, 

which spanned about 10 years before making the decision to become a stay at home mom.  

While at home, Julie decided to realize her ultimate dream of being her own boss, while never forgetting that giving back to 

one’s community is important.  She decided to become a Realtor for her community and started introducing Sterling to 

others, eventually creating “The Sterling Scoop.” Julie states her purpose, “I wanted to highlight all of the great things our 

town of Sterling had to offer - there is so much! I really wanted to meet business owners and share their stories so that we 

could all get behind them and support them.  I also wanted to share some hidden gems that aren’t widely known, especially 

for someone that may have just moved here. And quite simply, I wanted to bring the community together.” Julie adds “I think 

it [Sterling] is one of the best kept secrets of Loudoun.”    

Volunteering and giving back is an important value to Julie and a lesson she enjoys teaching others, including her children.  

Julie has two kids, a daughter who is currently at Countryside and her son who has now moved on to middle school. When 

asked by her children why she volunteers, she replies “Why not? Giving back to a community is what makes it great.” Her 

children help her with a charity called “Feed a Student” and though they find it to be a bit challenging, she instills the lesson 

that a small gesture, can make a big impact. “Compassion can go a long way in making someone else’s day or life better.” 

Julie mentioned that while she loves being a Realtor and doing “The Sterling Scoop”, she enjoys spending her free time 

helping at Countryside Elementary.  As one of our school volunteers, she states the Bingo Fundraising nights are one of her 

kids’ favorite events, but she mostly enjoys her time volunteering in the school library. “I love to shelve books in the library. 

It’s so relaxing... listening to Mrs. Redman read a story to the students is one of the best parts of my week.” 

When asked to share some encouraging words to the parents of countryside students regarding volunteering, Julie says 

“Life is crazy busy, but you would be surprised to see what a difference just one hour can do. Don’t worry about messing 

anything up or not doing it perfectly… Everyone has something to offer and every bit helps.” 

Julie’s commitment to our community is remarkable and the PTA is thankful for her involvement at the school.  Coming 

across and meeting volunteers for our PTA Volunteer Spotlights has been more gratifying than anticipated.  I’ve learned that 

we have a lot of great people in our community, people with wonderful backgrounds and stories.  More importantly to note is 

the sense of community that everyone shares. “It really does take a village,” and what a wonderful “village” we share.    


