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The Value of Thinking Creatively 
 

The SEARCH program organizes its curriculum around the 5 Thinking Keys:  Perceiving, 

Connecting, Reasoning, Creating, and Evaluating.  Perhaps your student has come home and 

mentioned that he/she used connecting thinking that day in SEARCH to solve puzzles, or 

learned to do a logic puzzle using reasoning thinking, or practiced making decisions supported 

by facts and reasons using evaluating thinking.  Quite often, perhaps, your student mentions 

that the day’s SEARCH lesson focused on creating thinking.  Why is this so important in the 

SEARCH curriculum?  Is it really all that valuable to practice being creative?  Does it matter 

if children learn the 4 steps to creativity (fluency, flexibility, originality, elaboration)? 

"So where is Waldo, really?" 

“That's not the kind of question most high school seniors expect to find on their college 

admission applications. But it was one of the essay options that applicants to the University 

of Chicago faced one year in their quest for a coveted freshman berth. 

It is the kind of mind-stretching, offbeat or downright freaky essay question that is 

becoming more common these days…” (Los Angeles Times) 

Even though it may seem to be in the very distant future for our elementary students, it’s 

interesting to read that colleges and universities are more and more often asking students to 

demonstrate creativity during the application process.  An article in the Los Angeles Times 

focused on this topic recently, with some surprising observations by college admissions 

officials on the requirement to submit creative writing during the admissions process:   "It's 

a way to see students who can think differently and go beyond their academic, intellectual 

and extracurricular comfort zones," said Garrett Brinker, an admissions official at University 

of Chicago.” 

 

As parents think about activities and experiences in the new year, consider providing time 

and opportunities for your child to be creative—in writing, in drawing, in music, in cooking, in 

building, in inventing, in anything at all!   

 

“In the real world few questions have one right answer, few problems have one right solution; 

that’s why creativity is crucial to success in the real world.”  

(http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/freedom-learn/201209/children-s-freedom-has-declined-so-has-their-creativity ) 

 

Give your child the gift of creative freedom—it’s one of the most valuable gifts you’ll ever 

give! 
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