
The Cool Spring Times 

THE PRINCIPAL’S PEN 

We hope that all of our families are having a good start to 
2017!  As you recall, we had dedicated our school-wide fall 
event, the Boosterthon Fun Run, towards a mural for the CSP 
gym, a set of Chromebooks and teacher instructional grants.  
As an update on the status of these items, the PTA Grants 
Committee met in mid-December and instructional grants 
which were funded included: Bass bar for the music program, 
sight word activity sets,  guided reading texts, Game On Lit-
eracy and Math Games, a set of Kindle Fires, Osmo Explorer 
Kit, Viewmaster Virtual Reality Viewers, headphone sets, 
Readers Theater Folk Tales, Vocabulary Bingo games, one 
IPAD for the counseling program and an Air Printer.  PTA is 
working to complete the ordering of these items.  The set of 
Chromebooks are a set of thirty and include the required li-
censing and storage cart. The Chromebooks have arrived and 
are out in circulation for student use.  Regarding the mural, 
we are working with a local artist on this. We hope to have 
the design draft finalized in the coming days and begin work 
on the painting. The mural design will incorporate elements 
of  ‘Penguin Pride’, learning tools and reflect  the fun we have 
as Penguins! We truly appreciate your support of the total 
school program– these grants and special initiatives would 
be not be possible without you! 

Looking ahead this month, we hope all of our families will 
have the opportunity to participate in the upcoming events.  
Our PTA  Candy Heart Dance Party is coming up on Friday, 
February 10 at 6:30PM. It should be a fun evening with a va-
riety of music to dance along to and there will be some treats 
for sale. No dancing skills are required! Then, calling all 
dads, uncles or grandpas—Donuts w/Dad is coming up! This 
event will be held on February 22 at 7AM (last name A-L) 
and February 24 at 7AM (las name M-Z). Be on the lookout 
for RSVP slips coming home in the next few weeks. 

Lastly,  If you have a child that will be 5 years old on or be-
fore September 30, 2017, they are eligible to enroll in Kinder-
garten. Registration forms will be available soon for pick up 
here at Cool Spring. You can also call our office to have forms 
mailed home to you. Parents may begin to register Kinder-
garten and new Grades 1-5 students using the online registra-
tion system. As of Feb. 10, information about the online reg-
istration process will be available at: http://www.lcps.org/
site/Default.aspx?PageID=1012.  After completing the online 
registration steps, families still need to come to the school in 
person to complete the process. Please pass this information 
along to neighbors that do not currently have children at Cool 
Spring, but will be registering for next year’s Kindergarten 
class or any other grade level. 

FEBRUARY 2017 

6th  
Character Day– Wear Red for Caring  

School Counselor Appreciation Week 

 

8th  
Report Cards & Progress Reports Go Home 

 

9th 
Word Masters Challenge Gr. 3-5 8:05AM 

Heritage Cluster Concert  and  
Art Show 7PM @ HHS 

 

10th 
PTA Dance Party 6:30PM 

 

14th 
Valentine’s Day 

PTA Meeting 3PM 

 

16th 
HPMS Band/Orchestra Night 6:30PM @ HPMS 

 

20th 
President’s Day– No School 

 

22nd 

Donuts w/Dad (A-L) 7AM 

PTA Spirit Night– California Tortilla 

 

23rd 

Spring Pictures 

 

24th 

Donuts w/Dad (M-Z) 7AM 

http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1012
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1012


Stay Connected with Penguin news and highlights  @CoolSpring_ES  

While the project based learning experiences are connected to specific content, 
competencies  and authentic problems, there are also other success skills which are 
inherently part of the learning units and the work in which students are engaged.  
These success skills are process related skills such as  being able to work collabora-
tively in groups, demonstrate flexibility, understand the viewpoints of others,  
share responsibility for the work and also reflect both individually and with peers. 
We see these process skills in play within the project based learning experiences, as 
students  have to use these skills while learning and working with their groups to 
create products needed for the project.  As adults, many of us have to work as con-
tributing members of groups or teams of many different sizes and skill sets.  How 
did we learn these process related skills? Most likely, we had some good models, 
but much of the learning is personal based on experiences we have over time.  The 
OTTW initiative has brought some added focus on these process skills.  Teachers 
model and practice the skills with students, but even 
more importantly, the students have natural opportuni-
ties within their learning to apply them and reflect. The 
reflection is  individual and/or group based, depending 
on the learning experience and students’ grade level. It 
is our hope that  in providing students the opportunities 
to develop these process skills, they will be well served 
through their education and ultimately in their chosen 
fields as contributing citizens. 

 

MUSICAL NOTES 

ONE TO THE WORLD MOMENT 

In music, third grade students 
will be starting to learn the music 
to the musical Bebop with Ae-
sop which they will perform in 
April.  Fourth grade is gearing up 
for their big recorder unit. They 
will need two recorders, one for 
school and one for 
home. Recorder order forms will 
be going home soon. Fifth grade 
students are about to start their 
American Composers project 
with different groups focusing on 
a different composer who made a 
big impact on American music. 
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THE LIBRARY CORNER  

Chat ‘n Chew has two  more meet-
ings. Remember, if there is a snow 
day, Chat ‘n Chew will be can-
celled. I will not reschedule the 
meeting but I’ll make sure the stu-
dents get their new books as soon 
as possible. At the end of the meet-
ings in March, the students will get 
to vote on their favorite book and 
we will submit those votes along 
with the primary grade votes to the 
Virginia Reader’s Choice Awards committee. 

The 4th and 5th graders are working on reading their way 
through the library. They have been working on reading 
books by different authors and recording the stories in a 
purple booklet. The booklets will be collected in June and 
prizes will be given to students who have participated.  

Please remember to take your child to the Rust Library. The 
public  library has a great book collection and students can 
get their library card for free! Some students need that extra 
challenge of reading different books than we have and they 
enjoy the “BIG” library. 

 

     FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 

The Heritage Cluster Music and Art Night will be held on 
Thursday, February 9, 2017 at 7:00 pm at Heritage High 
School.  The Cool Spring Chorus will be performing, as well 
as other chorus groups in the Heritage Cluster, including 
John W. Tolbert Elementary, Harper Park 
Middle and Heritage High Schools. Student 
art work will also be on display from each 
school in the Heritage Cluster from Tues-
day, February 7th through February 9th. 
Various students from Cool Spring will 
have art work on display. Parents will be 
notified with an information letter the first 
week of February if their student's artwork is selected to be 
in the show.  We hope that you can join us to celebrate our 
music and art! 

A NOTE FROM THE 
COUNSELOR 

Guidance lessons this 
month will focus on  
acceptance, caring, and 
solving conflicts peacefully. 
 
Our character trait for  
February is CARING.  
Students and staff are en-
couraged to wear RED on 
Monday, February 6th to 
kick off our new trait. Also 
happening Monday,  
February 6th is the 5th grade 
field trip to Harper Park 
and J.L. Simpson Middle 
Schools.  
 
Winter support groups are 
in full swing. All students 
participating in a group 
were given a letter to take 
home with group times and 
dates. As always, please 
contact me with any  
questions or concerns.  
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EARLY BIRD READERS 

When a storm is brewing and on its way to Loudoun County, be sure to stay informed 
and watch our local TV stations.  They will inform you of school closings and delays.  
Please do not call the school for this information.  You will receive a Connect-Ed message 
from the county.  It is also posted on the LCPS web site www.lcps.org.  It is important to 
keep our phone lines open to contact parents if we have questions for dismissal.   

The following is information helpful to Cool Spring Families: 

School Closings: All school activities and activities held in the building will be can-
celed. 

One Hour Delay: All morning buses will run one hour late.  School will end on time.  

                                          Kindergarten:  AM  8:50-10:50      PM 11:35-2:35 

                                          AM ECSE:  8:50-11:50 

Two Hour Delay: All morning buses will run two hours late.  School will end on time. 
                                        Kindergarten:  AM 9:50 – 11:50    PM 12:35-2:35 

                                          AM ECSE: 9:50-12:50 

Do you have a student who arrives a lit-
tle early in the morning? What better 
way to start the day than by reading! 
Each Friday morning, beginning 
on February 3rd, we will have "Early 
Bird" reading in the library.  Students 
will be invited in at 7:15AM, where they 
will be able to sit comfortably along the 
walls of the library or in a cozy nook to 
read. We will have books available for 
participants to read; however we also 
suggest that students bring books of 
their own.  Mrs. Botts will be present to 
welcome and supervise the kids.  It is 
our hope that many of our students will want 
to take advantage of the opportunity to be an 
Early Bird Reader.  

WINTER WEATHER ALERTS 
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http://www.lcps.org


 

 

ELEMENTARY 
GIFTED 
INFORMATION 
SESSIONS 
If you are considering referring your child for gifted 

services, join us to learn about elementary gifted 

education services available through Loudoun 

County Public Schools and the eligibility process for 

these services. 

The same information will be presented at each of the meetings, so it is not 

necessary to attend more than one session. In case of cancellations due to inclement 

weather, check the gifted education webpage at http://lcps.org/Page/617. 

 

 
 

  
BELMONT STATION ES 

LIBRARY 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18  

7:00-8:00 PM 

DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 PM 

*** 

MOOREFIELD STATION ES 

MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 

 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18  

7:00-8:00 PM 

DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 PM 

*** 

MEADOWLAND ES 

MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13  

7:00-8:00 PM 

DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 PM 

*** 

FREDERICK DOUGLASS ES 

MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 

 MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13    

7:00-8:00 PM 

DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 PM 

*** 

FOREST GROVE ES 

MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 

 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28    

7:00-8:00 PM 

DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 PM 

*** 

MORNING SESSION 

KENNETH W. CULBERT ES 

CLASSROOM #23 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28   

8:30-9:30 AM 

DOORS OPEN AT 8:15 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOUDOUN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
GIFTED EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

(571) 252-1440 

 

If due to a disability, you require assistance 
to meaningfully participate in this program, 

please contact the principal of the school 
five working days prior to the event. 

 

http://lcps.org/Page/617
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