
Virginia’s Government !!
Like the United States government, the Virginia state government is made up of three 
branches, or parts. Each branch has a different job to do, which helps balance the 
power among them. All of the branches work together to ensure that the laws of Virginia 
agree with the state constitution. !!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 
 
The Executive Branch: 
The governor is elected by the people of Virginia to serve a four-year term. 
His/her responsibility is to make sure that the laws of Virginia are carried 
out. The governor chooses a group of people, called the “cabinet,” to help 
run the state. Cabinet members represent different departments, like 
education, transportation, and health.   !!!
The Legislative Branch: 
Virginia’s legislature, or law-making body, is called the General Assembly. It was    

 established in 1619 and is divided into two parts. The Senate has  
 40 senators, and the House of Delegates has 100 delegates, all of  
 whom are elected by Virginians. Members of the General Assembly 
 decide how to set up the state budget and they create the state  
 laws. The governor must approve the new laws before they become 
 official. !

 
The Judicial Branch: 
The Virginia court system is overseen by judges, who are elected by the Virginia 
General Assembly. The judges decide cases about people who are accused of 
breaking a law. They also decide whether laws agree with Virginia’s constitution. 
The court system in Virginia has the following organization: the Supreme Court 
of Virginia, the Court of Appeals, circuit courts, and general district courts. !!
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Branch Who Is Responsible? Function
Executive the governor • makes sure that the state laws 

are carried out

Legislative the General Assembly 
• the Senate (senators) 
• the House of Delegates 

(delegates)

• makes the state laws

Judicial the Court System 
(judges)

• decides cases about people 
accused of breaking the law 

• decides if a law agrees with the 
state constitution

Did you know? !!
!

The current 
governor is Terry 

McAuliffe.
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