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Sheriff’s Office Sends Back to School Reminder to Drivers   
Watch for Children Walking to School as they May Forget to Watch for You 

 
Loudoun County, Virginia- In recent days members of the Sheriff’s Office Traffic 

Safety Unit have received numerous complaints of cars passing stopped school buses unloading 
children.  
 
  The Sheriff’s Office would like to send a friendly reminder to all drivers to obey the 
signals of school buses as well as crossing guards. By ignoring their signals the drivers put the 
lives of the children and the crossing guard in danger.  
 

According to the State Code of Virginia § 46.2-859 a person is guilty of reckless driving 
who fails to stop, when approaching from any direction, any school bus which is stopped on any 
highway, private road or school driveway for the purpose of taking on or discharging children. 
It further states that the driver of a vehicle, however, need not stop when approaching a school 
bus if the school bus is stopped on the other roadway of a divided highway, on an access road, 
or on a driveway when the other roadway, access road, or driveway is separated from the 
roadway on which he is driving by a physical barrier or an unpaved area. 
 

In regards to crossing guards per the State Code of Virginia § 46.2-834* “whenever any 
law-enforcement officer assumes control of traffic, all drivers of vehicles shall obey his 
signals.” The code also states that all “uniformed school crossing guards may control traffic at 
any marked school crossing, whether such crossing is at an intersection or another location.” 
Disobeying a law enforcement officer or crossing guard who is controlling traffic could result in 
the driver being charged with Reckless Driving. 
 

The Sheriff’s Office Traffic Safety Unit wants drivers to please remember to watch for 
children walking to and from school as they may forget to watch for you. 


