
Catoctin PTA General Meeting  
Catoctin Elementary School Cafeteria 

Tuesday January 14, 2014, 3:30 pm 

In Attendance 
Jenn Boyd, Ann Senger, Sue Cowan, Tiffany Hawkins, Jessica Bukowinski, Holly Rhodes, Chris Gherst, Jenn Rueckert and Sarah 
Bauer.   

Welcome and Introductions                                                                                                                                                            
Jennifer Boyd called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance.   

Approval of Minutes: 
Meeting minutes from December were reviewed; Minor edits were made for spelling errors.  Motion to approve the amended minutes 

by Holly Rhodes, second by Chris Gherst; motion passed.   
 
Principal’s Report: 
Mrs. Rueckert thanked Holly Rhodes for her efforts on crafting an email to the Catoctin community regarding the school budget issue.  
She especially noted the level of detail that the email included and her belief that this information is critical to share with parents about 
the issue.  Jessica Bukowinski suggested that we may want to share Holly’s email with others in the larger community; she reported 
that a teacher at Catoctin who shares her time with other schools did not receive any similar communication from any other PTA.  
Perhaps we should share this email with other PTA organizations so that they could distribute the email to their schools.   Mrs. Hawkins 
volunteered to post a version of the email on the PTA website, and Jessica Bukowinski offered to post it on the facebook page.   

Mrs. Rueckert then gave an update on some of the important events at Catoctin.  She explained that that today concluded a significant 
data collection at the school.  They are just finishing up measuring math and reading progress for the students.  Data meetings for the 
teachers and administration are on 1/21 and 2/11.   At the culmination of these meetings, teachers will reconfigure RI placements if 
appropriate.   

She noted that this is a busy time of year for parents of 5th graders.  They will be taking the Iowa Algebra Readiness Assessment on 
2/4 to help determine their placement in a math program for next year.  The results of this will be available in March.  Parents will also 
be hearing about scheduling for next year and about tours of the middle schools that will take place soon.   

As a follow up from our last meeting Mrs. Rueckert shared that the Fire Marshall carried out an inspection of the school and had more 
recommendations than his predecessor on how best to keep the school in compliance with standards.  He required that the copy room 
be moved from its position in the hallway outside of the cafeteria to be in the room that used to contain the chairs off of that same 
hallway.   He also required more space around the hot water heater that is in the PTA closet.  Jennifer Boyd noted that in the PTA 
closet there is a blue tape reminder of the distance we need to keep from the hot water heater in order to comply.   

Report cards for the school will be sent home 2/5.   

Lastly, she shared that she received a desperate email from Deb Cooper on behalf of the Odyssey of the Mind program.  They are in 
need of a judge for the program. The volunteer would commit to attend a training day in February and then would judge the day of the 
event in March.  She is going to ask to see if there is a teacher who will volunteer, teachers get recertification points for it, but 
encouraged us all to reach out to try to find a volunteer for this great program.   

Treasurer’s Report: 
Ann Senger shared that there was no major news to report.   

Fundraising Coordinator Report:   
No report given.  On the issue of fundraising, Sarah Bauer reported that she was able to finish creating the Amazon wishlist for the 
school.  She has created an instructional sheet and will work with Mrs. Hawkins to make sure the instructions are clear.  As soon as 
that is done teachers will be given the details and will be able to create their own wishlists.  Hopefully we will be able to share this new 
fundraising idea with parents at storybook bingo and the spaghetti dinner.   
 
 
 
Volunteer Coordinator’s Report 



Jessica Bukowinski provided this report.  She shared that AIMS was easier to fill this month.  Following an email appeal to the parents 
of the school, plenty of volunteers stepped forward to ensure that this program was well supported.  A volunteer was used from the 
community for the first time today and it was great.  Both Spaghetti dinner and Storybook bingo are in good shape.  Jessica reported 
that she has not yet been able to secure a volunteer to help coordinate the garden program for Catoctin.   
 
Liaison Reports: none submitted 
 
Old Business  
Storybook Bingo update Ann Senger reported that she is well prepared for the event at the end of the month.  She will submit the 
flyer for approval soon and will send home info in Tuesday folders on 1/21.  She shared that there are some supplies in the closet that 
the Spaghetti dinner can use.   
 
PTA response to the LCPS budget:  Holly Rhodes shared that the next important action that we can take to support passage of a 
fully funded budget for Loudoun County schools is to speak to the School Board at their hearing this Thursday at 6:30pm.  She spoke 
briefly about her efforts to coordinate with Becky Weber since both are planning to attend and speak at this meeting.  Holly is prepared 
to present a statement on behalf of the Catoctin PTA, but is also considering a more personal statement from her perspective as a 
parent and taxpayer.  She is working with Becky Weber to craft a statement that contains information specific to Catoctin Elementary.  
If another volunteer from the board will attend the meeting to give the PTA’s statement, Holly will perhaps  give her more personal 
statement.  More coordination on this will take place via email among those planning to attend.  Sarah Bauer and Jennifer Boyd are 
also planning to attend the meeting.   Jessica Bukowinski plans to create an ‘event’ on the Facebook page so people can RSVP to 
attend and share what they are planning to say.  
 
Sue Cowan suggested that in addition to taking a factual stance on the issue that we present more relevant Catoctin data.  She thought 
about sharing her personal experience that her daughter was in a classroom with 18 students last year in 3rd grade, and is in a 
classroom with 30 this year.  Ideas were discussed among those present about how best to share this information with the school 
community.  Sue Cowan suggested sending a letter home with this information.   
 
It was decided that an email reminder should be created and sent to families ASAP to inform them that this is the time that critical 
decisions are being made regarding school funding.  In the fall, the parents who were affected by staffing cuts were very upset about 
the large class size, but very little can be done to address the situation at that point once decisions have been made.  Now is the time 
for parents who would be opposed to class sizes of 30 students next year to speak out and share their opinions to the school board.    
Holly took on the task of crafting a reminder to parents.   
 
Mrs. Rueckert informed us that current enrolment this this year in 4th  grade are (in number of students)  30, 29, and 29.  5th grade (in 
students)   30, 29 and 29.  If the current trends continue, class sizes could remain just as large next year.    
 
Holly Rhodes has taken on the task of drafting an informative reminder for all Catoctin parents and will circulate that email and what 
she is going to say at the board meeting to the PTA board.   
 
Afterschool Activities:  Holly Rhodes, Tatyana Kelly, and Ann Senger met last Tuesday and reviewed the Afterschool activities 
program.  They discussed registration procedures and examined the feedback that Tatyana received from participants in the program.   
They reiterated the main goal of the program: to target all students and provide them an enriching opportunity to try something they 
might not otherwise be able to try.  Each program that is participating will be expected to give back to Catoctin.  It is acceptable that the 
donation to the P.T.A. vary depending on the program.  The Audubon society for example, will give back by providing a scholarship 
placement for the 9th student enrolled.  The Pilates program will give a  40% discount for parents of the children enrolled in the 
program.  Kidz Art  will provide a scholarship to their program.  USTMA is planning to give back a percentage of profits and they will be 
also be sponsoring the Variety Show.  Mr. Sheppard and Mrs. Corcoran will be giving back a percentage of their profits.  Mr. Sheppard 
will be getting an assistant to ensure that all of the children in his care are well supervised in the event of an injury and he’s going to 
increase the number of students enrolled in his program from 30 to 40 students.  The program will also be open to any student in 1st 
through 5th grade.   The next dates for the afterschool activities session will be 2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25 & 4/1.   
Background Checks:  Since we don’t have formal background checks for any Catoctin Volunteers, Jessica B. suggested that it didn’t 
make sense to go beyond simply checking to make sure that they aren’t registered Sex Offenders.  For those who don’t have students 
in the school perhaps they be asked for references.  She’s working to finish a volunteer handbook that should cover.   
 
New Business  
Ashburn Ice House fundraiser:  It was raised as a suggestion for a fundraiser for the school.  Chris Gherst is organizing this for a 
middle school and explained that you do not need to pre-sell tickets for this event, in essence, parents simply attend the skating with 



their family and Catoctin would receive a portion of the profits from the event.  We should pick a date if we are interested.  Ann will 
investigate this matter further and report back at the next meeting.   
 
Spaghetti Dinner update:  Chris Gherst reported that things are moving along very well for the Spaghetti dinner.   Last year the 
coordination of this event was made a little challenging because lots of little donations were made from a number of locations.  This 
year an effort has been made by Kristy Stehney  and Brandi Russell to get most of the supplies for the food from a few locations.  This 
year all of the salad coming from MELT and all of the sauce coming from Giovanni’s.   Positions are in volunteer spot.  Carol Ramey  is 
going to coordinate the volunteers on the evening of the event.   
 
Variety Show:  progressing on schedule.   
 
Odyssey of the Mind Dress Rehearsal: Heather Hancock has asked that a dress rehearsal take place at the school for participants in 
the program.  Everyone thought this sounded like a good idea, and planning of this can proceed.   
 
Dare T-shirt Request:  Ann Senger reported that because we have made less money than we anticipated from a number of key 
events and fundraisers it may be difficult to find the funds in the budget to meet this large request.  She is going to reach out to Mrs. 
Creech and the 5th grade teachers to let them know that we will have a better idea of the funds we have available after we amend the 
budget later this month.    
Teacher of the Year nominations:  Discussion tabled.     
 
Upcoming events 
1/16 School Board meeting – public input session, 6:30pm 
1/17 Geography Bee, 8:30am 
1/21 School Board meeting – public input session, 6:30pm 
1/31 Storybook Bingo 
2/11 PTA meeting 
2/28 Spaghetti Dinner 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:45 pm.   


