
ALGONKIAN PTA MINUTES 

Algonkian Elementary School, Potomac Falls VA 20165   
May 4, 2010 

 
Call to Order: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:12 p.m. with a motion made by Kathleen Ortt, seconded by Christine Wiott. 
 
Attendees: 

Kris Jensen, President; Janet Rodriguez, Vice President; Heidi Latham, Principal; Michelle Bias, Treasurer; Rochelle 
Courtney, Secretary; Kay O’Sullivan, Teacher Representative; Christine Wiott, Susan Smith, Kathleen Ortt, Tonya Lovelace, 
Brenda Lipscomb, Jennifer Larner, Eva Ramee,  
 
Approval of Minutes: 

The minutes were approved as is with a motion made by Christine Wiott, seconded by Tonya Lovelace, all in favor. 
 

President’s Report – Kris Jensen 

• Kris stated that she will comment under committee reports. 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Michelle Bias 

 
• Checkbook balance:  $32,210.18  

 

• Large items paid: Mathamatic Assembly  $     725 

• Chris Cakes Pancakes $     657 

• American Red Cross $     450 

• Scholastic  $  1,590 

• Algonkian (Library) $  1,382 
 

• Large deposits: Chick Fil A    $     674 

• Pancake Ticket Sales  $  1,422 

• Book Fair Proceeds  $  3,197 

• Box Tops   $     804 

• School Kits   $  4,371 
 

• Upcoming expenses:   

• Various Grade Level Allotment payments  

• Teacher Stipends 

• Math/Science club expenses 

• School Kits Payment 

• Hemlock Final Payment 
 

• Upcoming income: Los Toltecos 

• Retro Friday Night 
 

Vice President’s Report – Janet Rodriguez 

• Janet had nothing to report 
 

Secretary’s Report – Rochelle Courtney 

• Rochelle had nothing to report. 
 

Principal’s Report – Heidi Latham 

• Heidi commented that the Staff Appreciation Week events are wonderful. The lobby looks great, uncluttered with 
the bold new lettering. And the newly painted WALG room looks good on TV. The staff appreciated the smoothies, 
flowers, luncheon – it’s a great week. 

• The Student-to-Student reading program headed up by Katy Dionne ended last Tuesday. Certificates were handed 
out to the middle school and high school students that participated. Heidi noted that 95% of the older kids that came 
to read with our students were former Algonkian students. River Bend students logged 549 volunteer hours and 



Potomac Falls students volunteered 393 hours. 

• A Food and Allergy Committee of county principals meet under the Health and Wellness initiative. The Central 
Office is putting together guidelines regarding outside food brought into the schools next year. What we are looking 
at is no more birthday treats being brought in, and no more using food as rewards in the classrooms. So far the 
initiative does not seem to affect after school activities, but we don’t know how it will affect events like Muffins 
with Mom, Donuts with Dad. Perhaps those events would have to stop at 7:30 a.m. when school starts.  

• Heidi discussed the impact of the county budget. She addressed staffing questions that had come up at last month’s 
meeting. Heidi reiterated that Kay O’Sullivan will go to Buffalo Springs Elementary School. Next year, the fourth 
grade will follow the same model as the third grade: they will have no departmentalization. The classes will switch 
for math only, otherwise the teachers will teach all of the subjects. In addition, Deb Phillips will move up from 
fourth grade to teach 5th grade. 

• Next year, RtI will be added to the third grade only because of the staffing and teaching changes in the fourth and 
fifth grades. Fourth and fifth grade teachers will all have to teach language arts next year. Some of those teachers 
haven’t taught LA in many years. The RtI model may change a little next year. This will depend on our “specials” 
teachers and whether or not they have an itinerant schedule (moving around to different schools). The itinerant 
schedule is not expected until August. 

• SOL testing dates were went home in a flyer. All fifth grade SOL tests will be taken online. Therefore there is not as 
much flexibility in the testing times for the fifth grade, with some tests possibly occurring in the afternoon. This may 
cause a change in lunch times. Next year some of the younger grades will also test online. 

• Kathleen Ortt asked if volunteers were needed for SOL dates. Heidi said she will check with teachers, but definitely 
fifth grader test dates will need volunteers. 

• The Volunteer Breakfast will be held June 4th at 8:15 a.m. 
 
Teacher Representative – Kay O’Sullivan 

• Kay repeated thanks to the PTA for the lobby makeover, smoothies and other Staff Appreciation events. 

• Kay said the fifth grade had a successful trip to Hemlock – now called Adventure Links, and thanked the PTA for 
their funding. She said that Hemlock was very similar under the new company. However, the one complaint was that 
there was a wait at the zip line and for that kind of money children should not have been sitting around waiting. 

• Heidi said that currently Loudoun County does not have a contract with Adventure Links as an approved vendor. 
Next year we will have to be aware of that.  

• Kris asked what paperwork needs to be done to be sure they are an approved vendor. Heidi will call to be sure they 
are a vendor. 

• Someone asked if the field trip to Adventure Links will move back to the fall. 

• Michelle Bias asked why the PTA pays for the fifth grade field trip to Adventure Links, parents have to pay for the 
big fourth grade trip to Jamestown. Kay explained that this was the way things evolved over the years. 

• It was discussed that Hemlock/Adventure Links has doubled in price and we need to look at parent/PTA shared 
involvement as our budget changes with the changes in the county budget. 

• Kay concluded that the baby chicks in the fourth grade have hatched and were returned to the farm and that the 
fourth grade musical went very well. 

 
Staff Relations Committee – Eva Ramee 

• Parent Liason Susan Smith spoke about the money that was given to the Equity Committee during the book fair. 
Teachers had mentioned to Theresa Ryan that there were kids that couldn’t by books. About 20 children received 
brand new books and were thrilled. The teachers are now begging for another book exchange to put more books in 
the hands of the students before the summer break. Janet added that we wouldn’t have to buy books – she has over 
400 books in reserve. 

• After looking at Heidi’s main calendar and the PTA master calender, it was determined that a book exchange could 
take place June 14th and 15th. 

• Eva spoke about Staff Appreciation Week. She reiterated that the lobby looks great, the smoothies were popular and 
the luncheon takes place tomorrow. They still need people to volunteer from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

• Upcoming items for staff relations: Ms. Jaycocks is retiring, Ms. Elnicki is having a baby girl, and Ms. Pennix is 
pregnant, due September 9th and will not be returning. 

• Kathleen Ortt happily announced that Eva is taking over as Volunteer Coordinator. Not small shoes to fill! 
 

 

Social Committee – Christine Wiott 

• Muffins with Mom was a HUGE success – and we didn’t run out of muffins! Lessons learned: next year we will 
have multiple serving stations in both rooms and more tables and chairs. The dads were great volunteers. Next 



year’s Muffins with Mom will occur around Valentines Day. 

• Retro Night is coming up! It is the last big PTA event of the year. There will be glow in the dark items for sale, 
stick-on tattoos. Discussion ensued regarding the food offerings. Christine was planning on offering hot dogs, chips 
and drinks for sale. Feedback (Kris) says that people may not like just hotdogs. Chic-fil-A was mentioned, but was 
turned down because we can’t make money on it. You cannot sell Chic-fil-A for more than you buy it unless you 
bundle it. Then you could charge more. Several suggestions was offered and the group finally agreed that sub 
sandwiches would be a good addition to the menu. Tonya Lovelace will check on prices. Kris emphasized that she 
wants families to have choices of what to feed their families when they come to events. 

• Kris announced that we need more people next year to chair events throughout the year. 
 

Parent/Community Relations – 

• Kathleen will be sending an email out soon to all chairpersons and lead volunteers to see if they are still going to do 
their job next year. 

• Pancake dinner went very well! Almost $500 was sent to the Red Cross and about $250 was given to the scholarship 
fund of Delta Sigma Theta.  

 

Educational/Cultural Affairs 

• The book fair went very well and it seemed that two registers were not enough. Beth Mascioce will be coming back 
to co-chair the book fair with Anita Silva even though she no longer will have kids at Algonkian. 

• The Dixie Trio is coming for a cultural assembly in June. 

• The Talent Show is this Friday, May 7th. We may not have as many acts, probably less than 20 acts. The vote for the 
PTA board members will occur at the talent show, about half way through. 

• Brenda Lipscomb is our MSAAC representative. She reported that there was a good discussion at the meeting 
regarding fourth grade history. Apparently some schools showed inappropriate scenes while teaching Virginia 
history. She also mentioned that MSAAC has several organizations for mentoring and supporting students. Heidi 
asked if Brenda will be representing Algonkian again next year and she said yes. Kathleen Ortt will ask Maria 
Taylor if she will also represent us. 

• Janet reported on the LEAP meeting. She said there was an informative meeting about “attendance zones.” This 
involves school boundaries, traffic flows, and facilities. It does not really affect us because higher growth is 
westward. Next month they will show a film “Film for Thought” and discuss topics for the following year. 

 

Fundraising 

• The Highkicks – Character that Kicks class has 23 kids signed up! Highkicks will do the class again in the fall 
during ASAP. It is an easy fundraiser! 

• Monday, May 10th is Los Toltecos night. 
 

Unfinished Business 

• volunteer, Bulletin Board for every other month, ASAP coordinator, Reading Incentives chairperson – works with 
Reading Committee, Book Fair Chairperson – Anita Silva needs a partner, Lego Team coach, Odyssey of the Mind 
coaches. 

 

New Business 

• Nothing to discuss. 
 
 Kathleen Ortt motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:56 p.m. Christine Wiott seconded the motion. 
 
Respectfully submitted, this 1st day of June, 2010. 
 
Rochelle R. Courtney 
P.T.A. Secretary  


