
ALGONKIAN PTA MINUTES 

Algonkian Elementary School, Potomac Falls VA 20165   
February 2, 2010 

 
Preceding the February 2nd PTA meeting, a presentation was given on the current status of Response to Intervention 
(RtI). Several staff members from the RtI team spoke on the implementation of the initiative this fall and its current 
successes being documented. For more information on RtI please visit the Algonkian website. 
 
Call to Order: 

 
The meeting was called to order at  8:20 p.m. with a motion made by Christine Wiott, seconded by Michelle Bias. 
 
Attendees: 

Kris Jensen, President; Janet Rodriguez, Vice President; Michael Porter, Assistant Principal; Michelle Bias, 
Treasurer; Rochelle Courtney, Secretary; Kay O’Sullivan, Teacher Representative; Christine Wiott, Eva Ramee, 
Theresa Ryan, Jennifer Larner, Janet Thede, Tonya Lovelace, Cristina Koethe, Amanda Jacks, Brenda Lipscomb 
 
Approval of Minutes: 

The minutes were approved as is with a motion made by Michelle Bias, seconded by Christine Wiott, all in favor. 
 

President’s Report – Kris Jensen 

• Kris thanked everyone for coming out on a snowy night. 

• Kris emphasized that the RtI presentation was excellent and greatly appreciated. Thanks to the RtI team for 
giving the presentation. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – Michelle Bias 

 

• Checkbook balance:  $34,092.46 
 

• Large items paid: Bill Wellington assembly  $     600 
 

• Large deposits: Sally Foster online sales  $     627 
Carmines/Mimi’s   $     433 
Bingo    $  2,203 
 

 

• Upcoming expenses:   Holiday Bazaar – Santa’s Shop  
Reverb/Black History in Harmony Cultural Arts 
Hemlock 
Staff luncheon 

 

• Upcoming income:  Family Fun Night (food/bake sale only) 
ASAP 
Chuck E Cheese night 
Retro Friday Night 

 

• A request to pay for Author’s Night books  ($350) was received. This is not in the budget. A motion to use 
money for the currently defunct Odyssey of the Mind team to pay for the books was made by Cristina 
Koethe. Janet Thede seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

 

• A request for $70 for RtI supplies was made. We are now out of instructional equipment money. In the 
future, we will need to vote to move money to fund such requests. 

 

• The Study Island subscription was paid. This is a year-long subscription which includes the Virginia 
history module for fourth grade. Brain Pop, SOL Pass subscriptions also will be due soon. 



• Hemlock bill will be due soon. 

• Box Top fundraiser is expected to come in on target. The last Box Tops will be due in March. 

• Michelle and Kris asked that if teachers are not planning on using their grade level allotments they should 
let the PTA know so that we can be aware of what funds will be left over. Kay will pass that request on to 
the teachers. 

  
Vice President’s Report – Janet Rodriguez 

• Janet reported that she had purchased a sturdy commercial clothing rack to hold the lost and found items. 
Janet asked Mr. Porter where the rack should be stored. They will discuss location off-line. She also 
commented that we need sturdy plastic hangers for the clothing. 

• Janet plans to display the clothing at the next Bingo. 

• Janet attended the LEAP meeting. She suggested that perhaps the video of topic “The Motivational 
Breakthrough” could be shown before a future PTA meeting. 
 

Secretary’s Report – Rochelle Courtney 

• Rochelle had nothing to report. 
 
Assistant Principal’s Report – Michael Porter 

• The second quarter report cards are being worked on. The new report card system is very difficult and it 
has been very challenging ironing out the bugs. Thanks to Sharon Carpenter for her hard work on report 
cards. 

• Many things coming up – school pictures, ASAP starting, basketball league starting, dental screening. 
 
Teacher Representative – Kay O’Sullivan 

• The winner of the Algonkian Spelling Bee was Julian Hernandez. 

• The winners of the Geography Bee were Joe Shangraw in first place and McKay Shaw in second. 

• Theresa Ryan added that the Souper Bowl would end that Friday, weather permitting. She said that the 
volume of goods coming in was very good, maybe not quite as good as years past – but close. Thursday at 
2 p.m. Theresa would be looking for a volunteer or two to start moving the boxes of food to the front lobby. 

 
Staff Relations Committee – Eva Ramee 

• The snack  for this Thursday’s staff meeting will be pineapple slices and chocolate chip cookies. 

• The staff luncheon is scheduled for February 10th. It will be a tropical theme. Food donations are needed. 

• The staff wishlist was published – we have received no completed lists. 

• There will be a Staff Relations meeting Thursday Feburary 11th, 9:30 a.m., At Janet Thede’s home to 
discuss Teacher Appreciation Week. 

 
Social Committee -  

• Bingo went great! People really seemed to like the PJ’s theme. 

• Retro Night is being moved to May 21st to free up the calendar. This will be our big end of the year event 
and take place instead of a picnic. 

• The talent show will be May 7th. 

• Bobcat Family Fun Night scheduled for this Friday is cancelled �. Only 4 people volunteered when over 
60 were needed. Kris emphasized that this is not a matter of lack of interest, but it is a lack of willingness to 
volunteer for a shift. 

 

Parent/Community Relations – 

• Kathleen Ortt needs parent volunteers for the SOL Club snacks after school from 2:45 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. 
She really needs two volunteers to get the kids to their classes after the snack. 

• Volunteers also are needed for upcoming Picture Day and dental screening. 

• We are tickled to see the dad’s who have signed up and come in to work with the Algonkian Dad’s Club! 
Feedback has been very positive. 

• Craig Melton and Scott Courtney were our first dads to volunteer. Sign up is on Google Calendar – VERY 
EASY TO USE. We need to encourage dads to sign up. 



• Philanthropy chair Rochelle Courtney shared several ideas on how we could involve our students in helping 
the Haiti earthquake victims. Some ideas included collecting pennies at a future restaurant night or even 
hosting a restaurant night and donating the proceeds to Haiti.   
 

Educational/Cultural Affairs 

• Kris commended Sarah Shangraw on the new Spring ASAP brochure. Sarah spent a lot of time 
reformatting the brochure to save paper. Also there are a lot of new teachers this spring! 

• On Friday February 12th there will be a cultural arts assembly at 9:15 a.m. – Black History and Harmony. 
Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

• The spring Book Exchange will take place March 8 – 12. Books will be collected the first week of March. 

• The Book Exchange will take place in Room 14 where books can be laid out all week. Librarian Kori Paull 
received some new books to include in the exchange. 

 

 

Fundraising 

•  Natale Mogenson shared that she didn’t feel that the proceeds from the Carmine’s Restaurant night lined 
up with what we expected. She added that the combined proceeds from Carmine’s and Mimi’s Restaurants 
was about $400. 

• However, Chuck E. Cheese was packed on the teacher work day and we will receive 15% of the total 
receipts that day (not just Algonkian families!). 

• Box Tops: One last contest for the year will be for Bingo Callers. There will be three winners. 

• February 18th at 9:30 a.m. at the school is the fundraising meeting for next year. It looks like we will be 
replacing Sally Foster with another wrapping paper/gifts vendor. 

• Tonya Lovelace is interested in bringing a Criss Cakes pancake breakfast to the school as a fundraiser. This 
could be a great fundraiser for Haiti? 

 

New Business 

• No new Business 
 
Unfinished Business 

• Rochelle spoke briefly about the possibility of a cookbook fundraiser. There are many, many options for 
producing a school cookbook. Depending on the level of sales, the cookbook could be a very lucrative 
fundraiser. However, it is fairly late in the year to produce it as a 20th Anniversary edition, this year. 

 
Christine Wiott motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m. Janet Rodriguez seconded the motion. 
 
Respectfully submitted, this 2nd day of March, 2010. 
 
Rochelle R. Courtney 
P.T.A. Secretary  


