
 

 

ALGONKIAN PTA MINUTES 
Algonkian Elementary School, Potomac Falls VA 20165   

June 2, 2009 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:28 pm. 
 
Attendees: 
 
Roni Hennessey, President; Janet Rodriguez, Vice President; Heidi Latham, Principal; Vincent Gay, 
Secretary; Michelle Bias, Treasurer; Kris Jensen, Fundraising Chair; Teresa Ryan, Natale Mogensen,  
Rochelle Courtney, Kathleen Ortt, Jennifer Larner, Christine Hoyle, Stuart Roll. 
 
President’s report - Roni Hennessey 
 
 A motion to approve the minutes of the May 5th meeting, was made by Kathleen Ortt.  It was seconded 

by Kris Jensen, and the minutes were approved as written.   
 

Vice President’s Report - Janet Rodriguez 
 
 Janet has taken all of the lost and found items and washed them.  Mrs. Rodriguez discussed possible 

ways to get more items back to the families, rather than donating everything to charity.  It was decided 
to put an item in the June PTA newsletter about claiming items in the next week before school ends.  
An effort to improve this process will be addressed next year. 

 
Treasurers Report - Michelle Bias 
 
 Current balance is $37,783.22. 
 The REACH fundraiser so far has brought in $19,000.  65% of this is kept by Algonkian PTA.  Thank 

you to Kim Wild for doing such a great job. 
 
Secretary’s Report - Vince Gay 
 
 A motion was made to rescind the motion of May 5th, 2009 to pay for items out of Instructional 

Supplies.  The motion was seconded by Natale Mogensen.  The motion passed favorably by 2/3 
majority. 

 A separate motion was made by Michelle Bias to buy a poster maker next year with the funds carried 
over from this year’s budget.  Christine Hoyle seconded the motion and it passed favorably by 2/3 
majority. 

 A Motion was made by Kris Jensen to change the budget line item “Instructional allotment” from 
$5500 to $0.  Kathleen Ortt seconded the motion and discussion followed.  Several PTA members 
would like to see more accountability for the Instructional Allotment funds given to the school.  This 
budget item was established as a “principal’s discretionary fund” and is given to the school to be spent 
as the principal deems necessary.  There has never been any documentation of how these funds were 
used before.  Principal Latham reports that none has ever been requested of her.  This item was voted 
on when the budget was approved in September, 2008.  Some members agreed that it should stand as 
passed in September.  A vote on motion resulted in 8 favoring the motion, 2 opposed and 2 abstaining. 

 A motion was then made by Kris Jensen to carry over $5500 to next year’s budget.  Kathleen Ortt 
seconded the motion and it was passed favorably by 2/3 majority. 

 
Principal’s Report – Heidi Latham 
 
 The staff appreciation week was excellent and the teacher’s lounge is fabulous. 
 Algonkian has lost one teacher position due to budget cuts for next year.  There will only be 3 1st 



 

 

grades next year.  Mrs. Kott will be moving into the vacant 3rd grade position next year.  Mrs. Ivey is 
retiring, Ms. Simoni will be moving to another school system next year and Ms. Sacovich will not be 
returning.  

 Lunch prices will be increasing by $0.15. 
 There will be a summer bobcat book club.  Reading lists will be sent home for each grade.  The 

Algonkian Library will be open this summer on Tuesdays at 6:30 - 7:30 pm.  
 A motion was made to buy mulch for the flower beds around the school in an amount up to $300.  

Seconded by Vince Gay.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 Kay O’Sullivan relayed a message that the school would not be putting down a deposit on the 5th grade 

team building field trip this budget year.  A motion was passed to carryover $3000 budgeted for this 
trip to next year. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Fundraising Chair - Kris Jensen 
 
Since our fundraising this year was so successful, we have enough money to replace not only the benches, 
but also the patio.  Three estimates have been obtained.  The mid priced option was chosen and a motion 
was made to replace the patio in front of the school with concrete and the benches with two new metal 
surface mounted benches not to exceed $4000.  The motion was seconded by Rochelle Courtney and it 
passed unanimously.  
 
New Business 
 
 Stuart Roll made a motion to donate $900 to River Bend Middle School (RBMS) robotics club, which 

was seconded by Natale Mogensen.  Stuart’s company, Symantec, had given Algonkian Elementary 
PTA $2000 last year for his volunteer hours.  He volunteered this year at both Algonkian and RBMS 
robotics clubs, but Symantec only gave Algonkian a donation.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 Natale Mogensen made a motion to carry over the $1400 balance in clubs and to keep that amount in 
the Clubs budget category.  This motion passed unanimously. 

 
There being no further business, President Hennessey submitted a motion to adjourn, seconded by Kathleen 
Ortt, and the meeting was adjourned at 10:29 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, this 2nd day of June 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
Vincent K. Gay  
P.T.A. Secretary  
 
 
 
 


