
ALGONKIAN PTA MINUTES 

May 6, 2008 
 

Call to Order: 
 Meeting called to order at 7:13 pm 
 Attendees: Roni Hennessey, Anne Firsching, Maureen McCrae, Mike Porter, Kay 

O’Sullivan, Janet Rodriguez, Amy James, Kathy Phillips, Stuart Roll, Natale Mogensen, 
and Jennifer Greene 

 
Review of April minutes.  Motion to approve minutes by Anne Firsching, seconded by Stuart 

Roll.   Minutes approved. 
 
President’s report – Roni 

• Comments about the lunch room have been brought to Roni’s attention from parents: 
o Parents love the fact that they can now see an itemized report of their child’s 

spending.   
o Parents want to know why a second order of an entrée is charged differently 

based on when the child gets the second entrée.  If a child asks for double 
orders when they are on the lunch line, they only get charged an a la carte price.  
If the child sits down and then the lunch ladies offer a second serving, they are 
charged a full lunch even if they don’t get anything more than the entrée.   

o There are days when all lunch choices are not available for the 5th grade 
students.  Some days the cafeteria runs out of some options before the 5th 
graders get there.  This can be a problem for picky eaters as well as for children 
with allergies. 

o Another question was “Why is it OK to serve two entrees but not ice cream?  Is 
two orders of chicken nuggets healthier than a dessert?” 

 
Vice President’s report – Maureen 

• The financial report from 2006-2007 shows that PTA earned $1,500 from selling the 
school kit sales.  This year it appears we are somewhere in the neighborhood of earning 
$500.  Is there a change in the profit margin?  Was the reported $1,500 wrong? 

• The response was to ask Sally Nanas to see why there is such a great discrepancy. 
 
Treasurer – Anne 

• The current balance in the check book is $19,467.   
• There will be another book exchange in June, caring and sharing might be spending a 

little more than budgeted, we will not be spending the money for landscaping this year, 
and no more receipts will be coming in from reading incentives. 

• That leaves about $2000 - $3000 for carry over into next year. 
• The Instructional Allotment is sent to Heidi to spend as she wishes.  The Instructional 

Supply line item has been spent in a variety of ways in the past few years.  This year the 
PTA asks that receipts are handed in for all Instructional Supply items. 

 
Nominating Committee – Anne 

• Nominations are as follows: 
o President – Roni Hennessey 
o Vice President – Janet Rodriguez 
o Treasurer – Michelle Bias 
o Secretary – Vince Gay 

• Nominations will be listed in the newsletter.  Voting will have to be determined since 
BINGO has been cancelled. 

 



Assistant Principal – Mike Porter 

• Thank you to the PTA for all of the wonderful Staff Appreciation things 
• SOL’s start on May 19.  Third grade will be testing from May 19 – 23, and Fourth and 

Fifth grade will be from May 27 – 29. 
• Four staff members are leaving this year 

o Susan McCreary 
o Bonnie Walker 
o Frances Wakefield – retiring 
o Gay Lewis – retiring 

• Ms. Pearson has been hired as our full time music teacher for next year. 
• Dates to remember: 

o May 15 – second grade musical 
o May 17 – Girls on the Run 
o May 19 – 5th grade music performance at the mall 
o May 21 – 4th grade to Waterford 
o May 29 – 1st grade to the farm 
o May 29 – Author’s night 
o June 4 – Fifth grade performance at school 
o June 5 – PTA cultural arts program 
o June 12 – 5th grade promotion ceremony 

 
Teacher representative – Kay O’Sullivan 

• Everyone is getting very busy now that school is coming to an end.  There will be SOLs 
to plan for, Field Days, musical performances, and much more.   

 
Caring and Sharing – Janet Rodriguez 

• Teacher Appreciation week is going great 
• Mrs. Raimee did a really nice job on the stars on the floor.  We will see if we can save 

them for the beginning of next year. 
• Each teacher was given sunglasses 
• Mrs. Curl did a wonderful job with the stars that were sent home 
• TTF is presenting the academy awards every morning 
• Lunch will be on Wednesday on the stage.  Cindy Shurell has been very helpful on this 

project.  She is a personal chef and her expertise is being used when spending the 
donated money 

 
Fundraising – Amy James 

• Amy is not going to be able to run this month’s BINGO 
• Amy wrote up directions for anyone who wants to run the May BINGO.  She said that in 

the past we haven’t made a lot of money on BINGO in the spring.   
• Kathy Phillips volunteered to run the BINGO for this month.  Her family loves coming and 

she has time to help. 
• After much discussion by all present, a motion was made to vote to cancel BINGO.  Janet 

Rodriguez seconded the motion.   Result: 6 yea, 2 nay.  So, it was decided that BINGO 
would be cancelled.  The reasons for canceling it were: only 12 days to get it altogether, 
usually there is low attendance in the spring, and the budget looks good so far. 

 
Adjournment: Natale Mogensen motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Mike Porter seconded the 
motion.  Meeting was adorned at 8:20 pm. 


