
ALGONKIAN PTA MINUTES 
October 2, 2007 

 
Call to Order. 

Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm. 
Attendees:  Roni Hennessey, Margee Vayo, Anne Firsching, Maureen 
McCrae, Michael Porter, Janet Rodriguez, Kori Paull, Kathleen Ortt, Kay 
O’Sullivan, Kathy Thomas, Kris Jensen, Jessica Balick, Kim McGraw, 
Natale Mogensen, Virginia Harmat, Amy James, Rick Pollock, Edna 
Howard, Betsy Shaw 
 

Review of September minutes.  Motion to approve minutes by Maureen 
McCrae, seconded by Kris Jensen.  Minutes approved. 

 
President’s Report – Roni 

• Brief discussion about advertising in the school directory:  the time 
frame to get ads in this year’s directory was too tight, so the PTA 
will table this idea and discuss it for next year.  PTA does not want 
to put business ads in the PTA newsletter, but welcomes local 
businesses to support our school with donations to Bingo or the 
Class Baskets for Winterfest.  Contributions from businesses 
should go to the school, not to individuals.  PTA will also look into 
how other schools handle business solicitations, and see about 
business sponsorships for school clubs. 

 
Vice President’s Report – Maureen 

• Inquired about corporations that match charitable donations or give 
money to an organization for employees who volunteer at the 
organization.  Plans to put something in the PTA newsletter asking 
if anyone works for a company that would do something along 
those lines. 

  
Treasurer Report – Anne 

• Sally Foster beat our budget goal – close to $12,000 profit, 58% of 
the student body participated. 

• Teacher stipends:  most will get the Target gift card, a few opted to 
be reimbursed instead. 

• Spirit Clothes – doubled what was budgeted.  Julie Smith has done 
an excellent job, the clothes are very popular. 

 
 
 



Vice Principal’s Report – Michael 

• 3rd Grade is taking IOWA standard tests – these are achievement 
tests, optional in Virginia, but Algonkian used them last year as well 

• Teachers have been taking Steps to Literacy classes 
• Book Character Parade is Friday, October 26th at 1:00pm 
• October 15th & 16th is Health Screening 
• Kindergarten & First Grade field trips are on October 15th & 16th 
• Sally Foster delivery is October 24th 

 
Teacher Reports – Kay O’Sullivan and Kathy Thomas 

• Radio WOOF was well received by all 
• The $100 incentive worked out well for Sally Foster; there was 

some confusion on the dollar-bill program for the teachers & 
students 

 
Staff Relations – Janet Rodriguez 

• Caring & Sharing Committee brought a goodie basket to Gail, who 
was very appreciative and doing well.  Janet will collect notes & 
goodies for Gail to take over to her in the near future.  Long term 
sub, Sandy Byer, is now filling in for Gail in the office. 

• Committee has a surprise planned for the staff on the Teacher 
Work Days in November 

 
Parent Community Relations – Kori Paull 

• Update about welcoming new families to the school:  Susan Smith, 
school liaison, said there will be a cluster-wide get-together for new 
families on November 8th at Potomac Falls High School.  Principals 
from elementary, middle and high schools in our cluster will be 
there. 

 
Fundraising – Amy James 

• Needs more help with Bingo – can’t do it alone.  Last Bingo, only 
had 2 volunteers and last minute help from some students.  
November 30th is next Bingo, and would like volunteers to sign up 
beforehand. 

• Inquired why ASAP teachers are being told they must enroll their 
children or send them home if they want to teach a class.  PTA was 
not aware of this change in ASAP rules and will look into it. 

• Restaurant Night set for October 17th 4:30-8:00, at McDonald’s by 
Best Buy/Nordstrom Rack shopping center.  Christine Kowalski is in 
charge of Restaurant Nights. 

 
 
 
 
 



Fundraising – Kris Jensen 

• 100% class participation really helped bring up the sales for Sally 
Foster – will need other creative ideas to increase sales for next 
year as well 

• Needs volunteers to help distribute Sally Foster on October 24th 

• Entertainment books will be distributed on Friday, Nov. 2nd 
 

Volunteer Coordinator – Kathleen Ortt 

• Need Book Fair volunteers and Health Screening volunteers  
 
Legislative Committee – Anne Firsching and Janet Rodriguez 

• Anne will put out a list of upcoming topics for the LEAP meetings in 
the upcoming PTA newsletter – next topic is Family Life Education 

 
New Business 

• Rick Pollock spoke about doing a fundraiser for the PTA using his 
Haunted House that he creates yearly in his yard.  He will dedicate 
the Saturday night before Halloween for this, and all donations 
received that night will go to the PTA, in exchange for PTA 
volunteers and sponsorship for that night.  Motion made by Amy 
James for the PTA to sponsor Rick Pollock’s Haunted House on 
October 27th from 6-10 p.m.  Seconded by Janet Rodriguez.  
Motion approved (one vote was against, the rest were for the 
motion). 

• Jessica Balick updated the status of the musical instrument club 
she is organizing.  She met with the band directors at the middle 
school and went over concerns they had.  A letter of agreement has 
been drafted to send to River Bend Middle School to inquire about 
advanced levels for students who participate in these lessons in 
elementary school.  She is still waiting to firm up instructors before 
sending out flyers about the program. 

• Concern about Styrofoam trays brought up to Mr. Porter.  He said 
the school is working on another option and hopes to be rid of the 
Styrofoam trays soon. 

• Betsy Shaw would like all newsletter articles emailed to her by 
Wednesday night.   

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:35 pm 


