
ALGONKIAN PTA MINUTES 
September 12, 2006 

 
Call to Order. 

Meeting called to order by Mary Carlson.  Seconded by Maureen McCrae. 
Attendees: 
 Maureen McCrae, Margee Vayo, Anne Firsching, Heidi Latham, 

Colleen Johnson, Mary Carlson, James Lemmond, Vanessa 
Piccioni, Katie Jennings, Janet Rodriguez, Natale Mogensen, Roni 
Hennessey, Kathleen O’Sullivan, Cynthia Son, Mark Krause, 
Kathleen Ortt, Nancy Connelly 

 
Review of August minutes.  Motion to approve by Anne Firsching.  Seconded 

by Kathleen Ortt.  Minutes approved. 
 
Treasurer Report - Anne 
 Budget stands approved – copies were left for all parents to review at 

Back to School nights 
 Currently $11,780 in the checkbook – carried over $13,000 from last year, 

but $9,000 is being allocated for the new sound system 
 Scholastic News has been paid for the year 
 T-Shirts have been paid for, and we have received some proceeds from 

the sales 
 We have received $1,778 from PTA membership enrollment 
 Annual Audit was completed over the summer 
 Reminder that there are green forms located in the PTA mailbox in the 

office for reimbursement on PTA expenses 
 
Principal’s Report – Heidi 
 Great first day of school – very smooth dismissal with the buses 
 First fire drill also went very well 
 Pep Rally on Friday was successful and enjoyed by all – emphasized the 

“We Are Family” theme to the students 
 Information night for non-English speaking families went well.  Some 

families from Countryside came and were very happy to have interpreters 
help with all the forms.  Hopefully word will get out and more families will 
take advantage of this next year. 

 Information breakfast for volunteers will be on September 22nd from 8:30-
9:30am 

 Futura Open House is this Thursday, September 14th.  There will be two 
sessions:  6:00-6:45pm and 7:00-7:45pm 

 Fall pictures will be on October 3rd 
 Cultural Arts program for the students will be on October 5th with Patricia 

Shih. Program will focus on uniqueness and cultural diversity.  Hoping to 



do some kind of outreach program where the students can help others in 
need. 

 Thank you to Roni Hennessey and Lisa Humpton for all their hard work 
with the landscaping for the school and the courtyard clean-up! 

 Update on the sound system:  Still awaiting approval from the 
Maintenance Division of the County – if the county doesn’t approve it, they 
will not maintain it, so we may need to budget in maintenance costs. 

 
Vice Principal’s Report – Colleen 
 Testing starts September 25th for 3rd graders 
 
Teacher’s Report – Mary Carlson 
 Teachers are very grateful for the book room – it is wonderful to have such 

a wide range of books on different levels for the students 
 
Teacher’s Report – Kathleen O’Sullivan 
 Thank you to the PTA for the bus trip to Hemlock Overlook – the students 

had a great time. 
  
Fundraiser’s Report – Amy James (via email) 
 Fundraiser is being extended for 2 days.  Is happy with the company, but 

unhappy with their promotional material.  Expects things to go ok. 
 Volunteers are needed for upcoming Bingo 
 
Volunteer Committee Report – Kathleen Ortt 
 Volunteer Breakfast is September 22nd – will go over sign-in procedures 

and tb testing information 
 Kathleen is available to help train anyone on the photocopiers in the office 

or the book binding machine 
 Still needs Book Fair volunteers for the week of 10/30-11/6 
 
Sharing and Caring Committee Report – Janet Rodriguez 
 Looking for volunteers to help with this committee 
 Gave out cookies to all the teachers on the first day of school 
 Holiday lunch for the teachers will be in December 
 Teacher Appreciation Week will be in the Spring  
 
Staff Relations - Beth Macioce (via email) 
 Wish list update requests went out 9/7/06 

Grocery card designation forms went out 9/7/06 
 
Other Business 
 Lego League is still in need of two coaches and two assistant coaches.  

Please contact Maureen McCrae if interested. 
 



 Question about box tops program – Katie Jennings has contact that may 
be able to donate pizzas as rewards for classes who collect the most box 
tops.  Heidi will designate something for the school that the box tops 
money will go toward, so the students have an incentive to raise money 
with this program. 

 
 Cynthia Son has volunteered to head up the content for the PTA link on 

the Algonkian website. 
 
 Roni Hennessey asked about doing a Science Fair at Algonkian.  Heidi 

does not wish to do one since in her experience, there was a great 
discrepancy in the projects done solely by the students with those that got 
help from their parents.  Algonkian has other enrichment programs such 
as Odyssey of the Mind and Lego League that students can participate in. 

 
 Questions were asked about the Sally Foster fundraiser and it was 

mentioned that it didn’t seem well advertised that we would only have the 
one cookie fundraiser in place of Sally Foster.  A lot of parents have asked 
when Sally Foster would be coming.  Spoke about putting out a flyer to let 
everyone know that the cookie fundraiser was being extended, and that 
the flyer would say this was the fundraiser for the year.  Parents would 
also like the flyer to mention that people could make a donation to the PTA 
without having to buy from the cookie fundraiser if they wished to do so. 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:40 pm 


