
ALGONKIAN PTA MINUTES 

Algonkian Elementary School, Potomac Falls VA 20165   
October 5, 2010 

 

Call to Order: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. with a motion made by Christine Wiott, seconded by Janet Thede. 
 
Attendees: 

Kris Jensen, President; Michelle, Vice President; Jennifer Steeprow, Principal; Mike Porter, Assistant President; Cynthia 
Son, Treasurer; Rochelle Courtney, Secretary; Katy Dionne, Teacher Representative; Theresa Ryan, Eva Ramee, Janet 
Thede, Cindy Shruell, Angela McKeown, Alyssa Lum, Becky Belogay, Cindy Black, Molly Tew, Kimberly Nelson, Peter 
Ruhl, Kim Wild, Anita Silva, Debbie Phillips, Kori Paull, Allison Pearson, Diana Laurenson, Ellen Buterbaugh, Elyann Katz, 
Mary Nowinski, Natascha Hunter, Robin McQuinn, Natale Mogenson, Kathy Phillips, Sarah Kimberly, Sharon Carpenter, 
Vicki Lascomb, Jennifer Basil, Wendy Hopkins, Heather Dyson, Ann Kennedy, Mary Beth Bechtel, Christine Wiott. Special 
appearance by John Stevens, School Board Representative. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 

The minutes were amended to note that Sharon Carpenter was not in charge of the Potomac Falls Homecoming float, Tracy 
Mayobre is. The minutes were approved as amended with a motion made by Elyann Katz, seconded by Mary Nowinski, all in 
favor. 
 

Unfinished Business 
Unfinished Business was moved to the front of the agenda as there were many items left unresolved at the end of the 
September 21, 2010 PTA meeting.  

• Fun Fridays 
o At the monthly staff meeting Mrs. Steeprow clarified with staff that at certain grade levels there is still Fun 

Friday and they can use it. However, this time must have an instructional purpose. Mrs. Steeprow 
commented that 2nd and 3rd grade have done a great job implementing the new Fun Friday. 

o Teachers need to clarify to students and parents the objectives for earning Fun Friday 

• Food used for Instructional Purposes 
o Mrs. Steeprow checked with other school and spoke with staff members and has determined that food can 

be used for instructional purposes on a very limited basis. If a class is going to do a food project the teacher 
will send a letter home listing the ingredients. This is for special occasions only. 

o For example, Katy Dionne mentioned that first grade will be using pumpkins for a multi-content purpose – 
science, literature, and sensory experience. 

o Kris Jensen brought up that handing out popsicles on Field Day will not be affected because they are 
mentioned specifically on the county website. 

o Mrs. Steeprow addressed kindergarten snack saying they didn’t have one last year and they don’t again this 
year. The kindergarteners do get milk. Kris mentioned that some parents had contacted her concerned that 
their kids are coming home hungry. 

• DEAR/SWAT Time 
o Mrs. Steeprow reiterated that many grade levels are still doing DEAR and SWAT time. Kindergarten, 1st 

and 2nd are doing these things in their literacy block, they may not be calling it DEAR. Other grades are 
doing it at other times as they see fit. 

• Jamestown/Waterford 
o Mrs. Steeprow said she spent a lot of time reviewing this matter and discussing it with staff. She met with 

the fourth grade teachers and the teachers said they do not want to go to Jamestown. Reasons given 
included financial times, very long day for the staff including custodians having to come in at 5:30 a.m., 
having to arrange for pizzas at Jamestown, and not wanting to wait at the end of a long day for kids who get 
picked up late. When the issues were looked at, they said it was not what they want to do this year. 

o Natale Mogenson commented that the reasons are not going to change, it will still be a very long day and 
require custodians to come in early, and pizzas will still need to be ordered for Jamestown - so will they 
never go to Jamestown in the future? What is the possibility for us bringing it back next year? 

o Mrs. Steeprow said that this is a different year with the teachers’ “Work to the Rule” and teacher furlough 



days. We are asking a lot of our teachers. It is not set in stone for next year. 
o Katy Dionne said it is a very tough year with the number of classes being reduced in 4th and 5th grade. 

Teachers are being asked to do much more with much less. 
o Sarah Kimberly commented that we shouldn’t ask teachers to go above and beyond if they don’t want to do 

it. 
o Mrs. Steeprow gave the teachers a “shout out” because they are still going above and beyond even with 

WTTR (Work to the Rule). They are doing what they have to for the kids such as writing IEPs. 
o Waterford may still be possible for this year. PTA would fund the trip if it could be arranged. Mr. Porter 

called Waterford and there are more slots available in the spring. 
o Mrs. Steeprow encouraged parents to talk up the Gunston Hall field on April 11th. 
o Peter Ruhl commented that it was helpful to hear Mrs. Steeprow explain the reasons behind the decisions. 
o Eva Ramee thanked Mrs. Steeprow for taking another look at the issue. 

• Cultural Arts Assemblies 
o Diane Laurenson asked if more assemblies are still being planned. As of last month, she said, we went from 

seven a year down to just 3. Mrs. Steeprow said we don’t have them planned yet, but Kim Wild is in the 
planning phase to add more back in. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – Cynthia Son 

Checkbook balance:    $20,941.32 
 

   
Items paid: Class Subscriptions* $836.55 
 Cultural Arts Assembly* $675.00 
 Lego League supplies $66.28 
 RI supplies $165.85 
 Mentor’s badges $41.15 
 Spirit Wear 2nd order expenses $1,034.16 
 Teacher Instructional Stipend $145.59 
 ASAP – paper for catalog $27.69 
   
Deposits: Spirit Wear Sale (2nd order)* $1,663.00 
 Membership Dues (2nd deposit) $771.50 
 Cheeburger Spirit Night (Sept 20) $263.57 
 Lego League – registration $1,000.00 
   
Upcoming Expenses: Donuts with Dad (Sept 29)  
 Monster Mash (Oct 29)  
 Book Exchange (Oct)  
 ASAP Teachers/Monitors fees  
 Lego League  
   
Upcoming Income: Innisbrook  
 Student Directory  
 ASAP  
 Chick-fil-A Spirit Night (Oct 26)  
 Monster Mash (Oct 29)  

 
    
Notes: 
*Class Subscriptions ~ Weekly Readers for Kindergarten & 1st Grade classes 
*Cultural Arts Assembly ~ school assembly: Jay Mattioli’s Magic Show (Sept 30) 
*Spirit Wear ~ projected: $1,650; actual: $2,446.34; (+$796.34) 
 
 
 

 



President’s Report – Kris Jensen 

• Kris emphasized again to the committee chairs to please use the paper that is available in the school unless they 
must have a specific color that will make a big difference. She said that when you buy paper off the shelf and ask for 
reimbursement that it is much more expensive. If you must have a specific color please let her or Cynthia know and 
they can order it on our PTA account and get free overnight shipping for a much better price. 

 

At this time Kris announced that School Board Representative John Stevens had joined the meeting and gave him the 
floor. Mr. Stevens had an open dialogue with parents on several topics highlighted herein.  

• Mr. Stevens announced that he was seeking parent input on the proposed 2011-2012 school calendar which has 
school beginning the week before Labor Day and ending June 8th. You can give feedback over email or by calling 
the School Board. Contact information for board members is on our school website as well as the county website. 
He emphasized that each email is read. 

• Mr. Stevens discussed staggered terms for members of the School Board. 

• The budget continues to look bleak in the near future, but he is committed to giving the teachers a modest raise at 
long last. 

• Natascha Hunter addressed Mr. Stevens with her concern that there are too many kids and not enough assistance in 
the first grade classes. The school manual says that when there are 27 kids in the class there should be a teaching 
assistant. Mr. Stevens said the numbers are a just a goal and we can’t fund that goal. When we make the choice to 
cut other programs to fund more teachers that’s when the goal becomes a reality. 

• Mr. Stevens said they are planning for building more schools to accommodate 17,000 more seats. However, 29,000 
new students are expected in the county over the next several years and that is still a 12,000seat shortfall. 

• He emphasized that the county Board of Supervisors is motivated by maintaining a AAA bond rating when making 
decisions about funding our educational system in the county. 

• Janet Thede asked what happened to the $9.4 million that the federal government gave our county schools? Mr. 
Steven’s said that the Board of Supervisors allocated to the schools the $9.4 million, but then cut the school budget 
by $9.4 million. 

• Any funding concerns or comments to the Board of Supervisors can go to loudounbudget@loudoun.gov. These 
emails go to all 18 board members. 

• Mr. Stevens pointed out that out of the school districts in the D.C. metropolitan area, Loudoun County ranks 9th out 
of  10 districts in per pupil spending. Only Manassas spends less and pays less for the schools. 

• Ellen Butterbaugh asked what is the best way to impact the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Stevens said that the BoS and 
the School Board do not have a good relationship in his opinion for the last three years. He said that many BoS 
members are not running for re-election. Many of those members have no background in schools. As new candidates 
run we need to ask them about school issues to see where they stand and how much they understand. 

• Mr. Stevens added that in the spring, during budget time we should go to the BoS meetings and ask a lot of school-
related questions so that the board members have to study up and be aware of school issues. Ask candidates a lot of 
questions about school issues. 

• Mary Nowinski commented that we are not as bad off as Fairfax County where teachers have as many as 31 students 
in their classrooms, or southwest Virginia where they do not have nice equipment like Promethean boards. 

• Theresa Ryan asked what Mr. Stevens is doing about improving the relationship between the school board and the 
BoS. Mr. Stevens said he is getting involved early in the election process. He is trying to focus on the efficiency of 
our school system. His blog is loudounschools.org for information consolidation. 

 

Vice President’s Report – Michelle Bias 

• PTA membership drive is doing very well. We have exceeded our goal and there have be quite a few donations to 
the PTA budget. 

 

Secretary’s Report – Rochelle Courtney 

• Rochelle had nothing to report. 
 

Principal’s Report – Jennifer Steeprow 

• Mrs. Steeprow announced that she would delay the School Improvement Plan presentation until the November 9th 
meeting. She said she has a lot of data to share. 

• The Book Character Parade will be held Oct. 29th and thank you to the PTA for paying for the busses to bring the 
Potomac Falls marching band over. The parade will start at 12:45 p.m. and be over by 1:00 p.m. Fall parties will be 



held after the parade. 

• Mrs. Steeprow’s SHOUT OUTS: 
o Donuts for Dads volunteers. The event went great! 
o Tracy Mayobre for working on the float. 
o 2nd grade parents – Mrs. Bonorchis was out on leave to attend her parents 50th wedding anniversary in 

South Africa and the 2nd grade parents have pitched in to help in her absence. 
o Andrew Thede, 4th grader, named the new Loudoun minor league baseball team – The Loudoun Hounds! 
o Amy Mosely made many anti-bullying posters at Admin. 
o Kim Wild for such a magical assembly. 
o Theresa Ryan and the Make a Difference food collection campaign. 

• Upcoming dates: 
o October 7th is Read for the Record Day. The book is The Snowy Day. 
o October 11th, no school 
o October 13th, Picture Day. 
o October 14th, Back to School Night for Futura. 

• Thursday afternoon we got approval to hire a new teaching assistant. 
 

Assistant Principal – Mike Porter 

• Nothing to report. 
 

Teacher Representative – Katy Dionne 

• The Student-to-Student reading partner program has started. Over 70 volunteer students from RiverBend and 
Potomac Falls showed up to the organizational meeting. They will be reading with 1st, 2nd, and ESL students. The 
reading begins October 19th. 

• Katy expressed concern about the reports that there is only 1 ink cartridge per printer for the year? Sharon Carpenter 
confirmed that this is what the budget gives us. Some one suggested that we put the type of cartridges on the school 
websites in hopes of donations. 

• Allison Pearson spoke regarding concerns that there will be a change for the 2nd and 4th grade musicals. Allison said 
she is at two schools now. She found out that she would be itinerant late in August and had to make some changes 
for this year as she is only in Algonkian 4 days a week now.  

o Second and 4th grade still are doing a performance, just a different format. She is combining their 
performances into singing and the Virginia Reel which will take place during American Education Week.  

o Fifth grade will perform at their DARE graduation and promotion ceremony. 
o Third grade will perform a big play after school hours. 

• Allison emphasized that she is not taking away any performance or musical opportunities from any grade. She is still 
doing the sing-a-long at the Holiday Bazaar despite Work to the Rule. 

• Mrs. Steeprow added that some schools don’t even have any night-time performances or events. Our teachers are 
still going above and beyond. 

• Theresa Ryan announced that she had 58 students attend the first meeting of the Chess Club and it went very well. 
She implored dads and moms to please come and volunteer – there is a lot to do. 

 

Fundraising 

• Thusfar, Innisbrook has sold $11,826 – profit is $5,824 so far. Last year Sally Foster and Entertainment Books sold 
$5,044. This is a good start. So far 6 kids have sold 35 items and above and will go into the prize machine. Please let 
Jennifer Larner or Janet Thede know if you need help ordering online. October 27th delivery. 

• Katy Dionne asked if we are still collecting BoxTops? Yes, we will have three collection points during the year and 
the first flyer is coming home. Collection will take place October 12th through October 15th. 

• Jennifer and Janet want feedback on Innisbrook – good or bad? 

• Kris Jensen told Jennifer and Janet that they did a great job, but we are still $2,000 short of the budget. We definitely 
did better than last year. 

• Kris then spoke about the Silver Graphics fundraiser which has been postponed until the spring. We need a qualified 
art teacher to help make the fundraiser successful. Mr. Conrad is out for personal reasons and we do have a certified 
art teacher in place now. Kris said that after the first of the year we will make a big push for the artwork. We need 
cute hand-drawn, colored pictures of things such as self-portraits or “who lives in my house” from the kids. We will 
market the fundraiser as great gifts for Mother’s and Father’s day.  



o This fundraiser is budgeted to make $2,500 and we need it to be successful. With the projected budget 
shortfalls, we will be able to pay for the things that had been allotted this year, but it can affect next years 
stipends and grade level allotments. Our fundraising efforts are going to be critical and teachers really need 
to support the fundraisers – their stipends are directly affected. 

• The date for Chic-Fil-A night has been moved to October 26th. This is our biggest restaurant fundraiser and we 
really need teachers help by being there. The chicken nugget-eating contestants will be the Accelerated Reader 
winners from each grade level. 

• Chuck E. Cheese restaurant day will be on Tuesday, November 2nd on the Teacher workday. Chuck E. will be 
coming to school to visit on October 29th. 

 
Educational/Cultural Affairs 

• ASAP – After School Activity Programs. Robin McQuinn announced that classes start next week and class 
confirmation flyers will go home Thursday or Friday. 

• High Kicks Karate inadvertently was left off the course offering flyer. A second flyer was sent home offering High 
Kicks but only 5 kids signed up. HK won’t come for only 5 kids, so we think its best to separate in from ASAP and 
offer it in late spring after the spring session of ASAP. We need some one to coordinate this class. High Kicks gives 
us 100% of the money! 

• The Jay Matiolli magic assembly was GREAT! Thanks Kim Wild! 

• LEAP – we still don’t have a representative to attend the monthly meetings. This months meeting topic is fitness and 
nutrition. We would like to have a representative attend, perhaps a different person could attend each month? 

• MSAAC – Brenda Simpson is not here to report. 

• Rochelle Courtney reported that the Reflections Art Program is underway, entries are trickling in. 

• The book exchange collection will start October 12th and the following week the exchange will be held. Janet 
Rodriguez is chairing this event. 

 

Staff Relations Committee – Cindy Shruell 

• November 1st will be the staff Soup n Salad luncheon on their workday. Staff snack will be served this Thursday at 
their meeting – clementines and water. 

• We need a chairperson for Staff Appreciation Week. 
 

Social Committee – Christine Wiott 

• Christine Wiott said that the Donuts for Dad was well attended and we had many great volunteers. With two large 
serving stations the flow was much better. 

• Mrs. Steeprow addressed the issue that kids were leaving the cafeteria with donuts and returning to their classrooms. 
She asked that we make sure that food does not leave the designated area and that kids are not handed food outside 
the event. 

• Monster Mash is coming up! October 29th. Alyssa Lum said we need about 50 more volunteers! The email for the 
event is algonkianmash@gmail.com.  

• Christine said she is spending less money this year on food – and the food will be good! 

• There will be a costume contest and the winners will be based on the largest percentage of attendance by grade level. 
Immediately following we will run the prize machine for Innisbrook. Those students who have sold 35 items or 
more will participate. Family discounts apply. 

• We need cakes for the cakewalk! 

• It was mentioned that we need to make sure that the recycling bins are out and visible at the events. We may need to 
put a bright sign on the bins so people recognize them as recycling. 

 

Parent/Community Relations – 

• Eva Ramee said that she needs to track volunteer hours and report them to the county. She is not sure why yet, but 
she is researching. Theresa Ryan suggested that it may have to do with a county budget tie in.  Eva is trying to find 
an easy system to record volunteers. 

• Potomac Falls Homecoming Parade – October 21st at 5:30 p.m. on Algonkian Parkway. The staff has a float! And 
even though Sharon Carpenter isn’t in charge of the float, she will be riding on it. 

• Janet Thede is publishing the student directory. She has gotten a good response for entries – about 220 families have 
given their information. As of today we have 80 orders and the deadline is next week. We need to sell 150 or more. 
A reminder will be going home. 



• Katy Dionne interjected that the amount of papers going home is so much! We are not doing “oldest and only” 
distribution this year, is there a better way to cut down? 

• Kris Jensen said that it is great to get an email from Mrs. Steeprow that the newsletter is available online.  

• Cynthia Son asked if we could use ConnectEd for other announcements. Mike Porter said he didn’t know how much 
or often Mrs. Steeprow would be using ConnectEd and that principals have guidelines on using the system. 

• Kris Jensen brought up the printer cartridge issue again saying that we will have to see where we are at with the 
budget. We may have a situation this year with paper – again, we are concerned about fundraisers, but we can be 
smart about how we are buying things to help. 

 

New Business 

• No new business was addressed at this point in the meeting. 
 

Kathy Phillips motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:27 p.m. Christine Wiott seconded the motion. 
 
Respectfully submitted, this 9th day of November, 2010. 
 
Rochelle R. Courtney 
P.T.A. Secretary  


