
What is Model UN? 
Model United Nations simulates the activities of the United Nations.  Each  participant 
assumes the role of a diplomatic representative of one of the member nations.  Through 
this role-playing you attempt to resolve major issues confronting the real world. 
 
MUN is a great way to meet people from everywhere.  Depending on the conference, you 
can meet people locally or internationally.  It’s one of the best extracurricular activities 
you can put on your college application.  All clubs are good but what sets MUN apart is 
that you learn speaking skills, writing skills, and gain knowledge about real world 
problems. 
 
Who is who? 
Secretary General:  This is the MUN equivalent to the president of a club.  Secretary 
Generals run club meetings, direct activities of the club in coordination with sponsors, 
coordinate club participation in conferences with other schools, and perform Head 
Delegate duties at all conferences. 
Contact:  
Heather Waters Athreya Gundamraj 
703-297-0456 703-728-9056 
watersdheather@gmail.com argundamraj@gmail.com 
 
Under Secretary General:  This is the MUN equivalent to the vice president of a club. 
They step in when the Secretary Generals are absent and help with daily club 
procedures. 
Contact: 
Swanny Shi 
703-728-5039 
swannyshi@gmail.com 
 
Historian:  This is the secretary of the club.  They write down what’s going on during 
meetings and keeps track of attendance to clubs and conferences. 
Contact: 
Brie Gisseman 
478-334-0544 
bgisseman@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer:  This person handles the money and communicates with the club sponsor 
when it is time to sign up for conferences. 
Contact: 
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Mariam Kolbai 
703-628-1959 
mariamkolbai@gmail.com 
 
Public Liaison:  This is the person who is in charge of publicity.  They oversee 
advertising and often go to places outside the school to promote the MUN Club. 
Contact: 
Kathryn Hackman 
703-727-9636 
hackmans6@verizon.net 
 
Fundraising Coordinator:  This person is in charge of fundraising events.  They keep 
track of who is supposed to be where and how the events will work. 
Contact: 
Hannah Corey 
571-246-2503 
hannahcorey@rocketmail.com  
 
Web Coordinator:  This person is in charge of maintaining the MUN webpage on the 
Tuscarora website.  They communicate with the sponsor and Secretary Generals to keep 
the page updated. 
Contact: 
Brenna Cochran 
703-909-8146 
bcochran07@me.com  
 
Sponsor:  This is the person who travels with the MUN club to conferences and are often 
the ones who are in charge of the club. 
Contact: 
Angela Deady 
angela.deady@lcps.org 
Room L211 
 
Terms to Learn 
Model United Nations has its own vernacular.  While there are a lot of terms that help 
you understand the functions of MUN, it is a learning process and you don’t need to 
know them all right now!  Here are some basics with which to start: 
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Background Guide:  This important piece of paper is available before a conference.  It 
tells the delegate what the setting of the committee is.  They give info to what has 
previously led up to the debate of the topics.  There are often two or three topics in the 
background guide, both of which help the delegate with their research. 
Topics:  These are what you will debate in committee. 
Specialized Committees:  These committees often don’t involved the UN and put a 
hypothetical or historic world/situation into play, causing the delegates to have to solve 
problems pertaining to that world.  Many first-time delegates do not dabble in these. 
Crisis Committees:  These committees are single delegation and do not exceed 20 
delegates.  The topic of debate changes as new “events” or “crises” occur.  Many 
first-time delegates do not dabble in these, as procedure is different from a regular 
committee. 
Position Paper:  This is written by you (and your partner for double delegations) that is 
to be handed to your chair.  It basically outlines what your country believes about each 
problem and how they should handle it.  We will give you more information about 
position papers as we near a conference date.  Delegates generally have about a week or 
two to write position papers. 
Working Paper:  This is written during committee and outlines how you and other 
countries propose to fix the problems pertaining to what you are debating.  Many 
delegations come up with working papers, but it is not necessary for every delegation to 
do so. 
Resolution:  This is a working paper that has been passed by committee.  Resolutions 
are generally the “goal” of a conference. 
Chair:  This is the person in charge of the committees.  They run committee and 
evaluate delegates to determine the winner. 
Page:  This can be someone in the committee staff who runs notes to and from country 
delegations in the committee room. 
Gavel:  This is what you are competing for.  It is often used by the Chair to gather the 
attention of the committee members and will ultimately be given to the winning 
delegations in the conference. 
Moderated Caucus:  A monitored debate with a set time limit and a set speaking limit 
for countries.  We will learn more about conference procedures as we near conference 
dates. 
Unmodermated Caucus: An unmonitored debate with a set time limit.  Delegates can 
converse with other delegates and begin drafting working papers.  We will learn more 
about conference procedures as we near conference dates. 
 
 


