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Briar Woods High School Debate Club 

Team Information and Rules 

 

 

Thank you for your interest in the Briar Woods High School Debate Club.  Debate is unique, 

varsity sport that can help you build communication and analytical talents critical for success in 

whatever career you choose.  Debate polishes your presentations and refines your research skills.  

The thinking, study, and speaking skills you learn in debate will help you succeed in high school, 

college, and your career.  It also looks great on a college resume and many schools even offer 

debate scholarships.  

 

Time Commitment 

The debate club will meet on Thursdays after school for about an hour.  In between meetings, 

you will be expected to develop your research and rehearse your arguments. You should expect 

to invest several hours a week to your preparation.  

 

We will be participating in the Washington Area Catholic Forensic League (WACFL) and the 

Virginia High School Leagues (VHSL).  There are competitions monthly throughout the fall and 

winter.  These are usually on a Saturday and they run all day.  Next spring, selected students will 

participate in the VHSL league competitions.  The number of events each student will participate 

in depends on their experience level and the event. 

  

According to VHSL league rules, it is consider unsportsmanlike to enter the beginning rounds of 

the VHSL season without intending to compete throughout the season.  Therefore, any student 

who commits to the competing in the VHSL, commits to the entire VHSL season 

 

Behavior Expectations 

Debate is a varsity activity where you will be interacting with students and teachers from schools 

across the Washington, DC region.  During tournaments, you represent Briar Woods High 

School and your behavior reflects upon our school and our team.  Each team member agrees to 

follow all school rules and behave as they would at school or on any field trip.   

 

Transportation 

 Unless the tournament is local to Loudoun County, we will be riding a bus to the event. 

 If you are not competing, you may attend an event as an observer if you request 

permission from Mr. Bowers.   

 All participants and observers must ride the bus to the venue with the rest of the team.   

 Team members must register for the event as a competitor or request permission to attend 

as an observer.   

 Only students registered for the event or who have received permission from Mr. Bowers 

may ride the bus.   

 Students are not allowed to leave the venue for any reason during a tournament. 

 Students are permitted to have a parent pick them up at the end of a tournament only if 

they check out with Mr. Bowers.   
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For local events, parents will be responsible for transportation to the venue.  Once you arrive, be 

sure to check in with Mr. Bowers so that he can register the team.  Students must check out with 

Mr. Bowers at the end of the event. 

 

If a student leaves a venue without permission or violates any school rule, they will be 

referred to the school administration and may be removed from the team. 

 

Dues 

Dues for the 2017-2018 season will be $50 per student.  This money will help fund tournaments, 

research and team activities.  A team t-shirt is included in the club fee.  As in past years, we 

might make a donation to Briar Woods High School as a team project.  For new members, there 

is a one-time charge of $15 for entry into the National Speech and Debate Association 

(previously the National Forensics League).  There will be additional fees if the club attends any 

extended trips.  Also, during the season, we might order team jackets or other clothing and we 

expect to have an end-of-season banquet.  These items will be charged accordingly.   

 

**If you have trouble paying dues, please speak to Mr. Bowers.  Finances should not prevent 

anyone from participating in the club. 

 

Parent Involvement 

Debate tournaments require that each school provide judges for the events.  We also must have 

parents as chaperons.  We cannot compete unless we bring the required number of judges and 

have enough chaperons.  If we do not have enough adults participating, we will have to skip an 

event.   

 

Judges usually come from our parents, graduates, and friends.   New judges will be trained and 

all judges will be compensated for your efforts.  Please consider becoming a judge.  The 

experience is very interesting and fun and you get to interact with some of the brightest students 

in the area.   

 

Next Steps 

Please bring back the completed information form and permission slip and a check for your dues 

(made payable to Briar Woods High School) to our next meeting.   

 

Contact Mr. Bowers (jeffrey.bowers@lcps.org) with any questions. 
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