
PHYSICS 
Teacher: Mr. Gresh 

School year 2014-2015 

Email: timothy.gresh@lcps.org 

 

Course Information: 
 As a physics student you must be 

willing to be an analytical and 

theoretical thinker and be willing to 

investigate theories through hands-on 

activities.  My goal is to help you 

understand basic physics principles 

through the use of laboratory 

experiments, real-life applications 

and computer software and 

simulations.  Although there is currently no physics SOL test, you are, as a student, expected to put 

forth as much effort as you would for an SOL course.  Topics discussed in this course include 

mechanics, fluids, waves and optics, electricity and magnetism, the special theory of relativity and 

nuclear physics.   

 

 

Materials: 
Calculator:  Any calculator with trigonometric functions (TI-83 or equivalent preferred) 

Misc.:  Three-ring binder w/appropriate paper 

      Subject Dividers 

Pencil & Eraser 

      Metric Ruler 

 

Grading:  
 Your grade will be calculated based on the following grading scale and weighted categories: 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note Taking: 
 In order to be successful in this course, you will need to take notes effectively and listen 

attentively.  When asked about what skill high school students needed to be successful in 

college, most professors answered “note-taking skills”.  To aid you in taking notes, I will 

provide you with a strategy to guide you through the note-taking process.  It will be your 

responsibility to listen to the presented lesson, closely observe any demonstrations performed 

and then complete the notes.  It is my expectation that you will then use these notes as a study 

guide for assessments. 

 

98-100 A+    77-79       C+ 0-59     F 

93-97 A    73-76       C    

90-92 A-    70-72       C- 

87-89 B+    67-69       D+ 

83-86 B    63-66       D 

80-82 B-    60-62       D- 

 

Tests: 40% 

Quizzes: 20% 

Labs/Activities: 25% 

Graded Practice: 15% 

 



Homework: 
Homework will be assigned as needed.  It is highly recommended that you complete these assignments 

the night they are assigned.  Homework may consist of nightly assignments, activities, projects and other 

work that is not completed by the end of class.   

 

 

Laboratory Experiments / Enrichment Activities: 
Experiments and activities will be conducted to reinforce the material taught in class.  You are 

expected to work safely according to the laboratory guidelines, to handle laboratory equipment 

respectfully, to take each activity/lab seriously and to use your time wisely and productively.  

Lab assessments will be given after the completion of each formal laboratory experiment.  

NOTE: If the Laboratory Safety Agreement has not been handed in, a student will not be 

permitted to participate in any laboratory experiment. 

 

 

Assessments: 
 Both formative and summative assessments can be expected.  As a teacher, it is my desire for you to 

successfully learn the material taught in this course.  As a means to check your understanding of the 

many concepts taught and to chart your progress, formative assessments will be used.  Summative 

assessments will be given as a means for you to demonstrate your overall understanding of the 

material.  Summative assessments may include announced and unannounced quizzes, chapter tests and 

semester exams.  Tests will be comprised of two parts, a multiple-choice section on which a 

calculator’s use will be prohibited, and a free-response section on which a calculator’s use will 

be permitted. 

 

 

Class Preparation: 
Participation during class and during class activities is expected from each and every student.  A 

calculator, pencil and other necessary materials need to be brought to class every day.  These items are 

the sole responsibility of the student.      

 

 

Late Work/Absences: 
Should an assignment be turned in after the due date/time, 10% of the total score will be 

deducted for every school day it is late.  Furthermore, it is still your responsibility to complete all 

assignments missed due to any absence from class.  This includes learning the material that was 

presented in class on your own!  It is not the responsibility of the teacher to re-teach material that 

was missed during an absence.  Make-up tests or quizzes must be completed either on the day you 

return to school or during the following Physics class.   

 

 

Restroom Policy: 
 Students have 6 minutes in between classes to take care of any personal business such as visiting the 

restroom.  It is a school-wide expectation that students remain in class during the first 20 minutes of 

class and during the last 20 minutes of class.  Consequently, DO NOT ask to go to the restroom 

during these times!  In addition, permission will only be granted to those students having a properly 

completed pass in a 2014 - 2015 Stone Bridge Agenda. 

 



 

Parent Acknowledgement Form            Please Read! 
 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

 Please take a few minutes to read through the following acknowledgements, to 

provide the requested information and to sign in the space provided.  Thank you for your 

time, effort and support of your child throughout his/her high school years and I look 

forward to a rewarding school year as your child’s teacher. 

 

 I have read the course guidelines and have discussed them with my child. 

 

 I understand that a graphing calculator (TI-83 or equivalent preferred) is needed for this 

course. 

 

 I understand that homework is very important to reinforce material taught in class and it 

can be expected regularly. 

       

 I understand that the Laboratory Safety Contract must be signed and returned before 

my child can participate in any laboratory experiment and I understand that my child 

will receive a zero for each lab until it has been handed in. 

 

 I understand that quizzes and tests must be made up on the day my child returns to 

school following an absence, or during the following Physics class. 

 

 I understand that my child is solely responsible for completing all assignments missed 

during his/her absence and for seeking extra help when needed. 

 
 

 

 

Name of child  (PRINT)       

 

 

 

 

Name of parent / guardian  (PRINT)   Name of parent / guardian   (SIGNATURE) 

 

 

 

 

Parent / guardian email address 


