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Newsletters
Due to the cost of paper and
postage, a hard copy of this
newsletter will no longer be
mailed. You can access future
newsletters by going to
http://cmsweb1.loudoun.k12.v
a.us/bwhs/site/default.asp and
clicking on the newsletter link
on the left side of the homepage.
If you would like us to send you
a copy electronically, send your
e-mail address to Kathy Glikas
at kglikas@loudoun.k12.va.us

Our celebration of American Education Week begins on
Monday, November 13th. Please accept our invitation to join us at any
time next week to sit in on a class with your child or have lunch in the
cafeteria.
The Thanksgiving break is rapidly approaching. Schools are
closed for this holiday from Wednesday, November 22nd through Friday,
November 24th.
On behalf of the faculty and staff of our school, I wish your
family a safe and pleasant Thanksgiving.
Regards,
Ed Starzenski

First Semester Exam Schedule:
Monday, January 22, 2007
Tuesday, January 23, 2007
Wednesday, January 24, 2007
Thursday, January 25, 2007

1st & 2nd Blocks
6th & 5th Blocks
3rd & 4th Blocks, CS Monroe A Day
7th & 8th Blocks, CS Monroe B Day

Bell Schedule During Exams:
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. – 11:25 a.m.
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

Exam
Break
Exam
Dismissal
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Attendance
Parents please help! When
your student is absent, you
need to call the attendance
line at
(703) 957-4400 to notify
the school. For your
convenience, this is a 24
hour answering machine. If
you forget to call on the day
of the absence, you must
send a note with your
student on the day they
return to school. Without a
phone call or note, the
absence will be considered
unexcused and disciplinary
action will be taken.

Student Parking

Early Dismissals
Parents: When requesting
an early dismissal, please
send your written request
with your student that
morning. Ms. Culbert will
write them a pass to
excuse them at the
appropriate time. This
will alleviate the need to
disrupt the classroom.
Thank you for your
cooperation.

Students need to purchase a
parking permit to park on
school grounds. The cost
for the permit is $25.00.
This is a standard fee for all
of the high schools.
Parking permits can be
purchased from Mr.
DeCenzo Make your
checks payable to Briar
Woods High School

Lunch Ticket Information
Free and reduced lunch applications are
available at the school. Please complete
the form promptly and return it to the
Main Office. The cost for a secondary
student lunch will be $2.10 and breakfast
will be $1.10. Students may pay for
lunch by the week or the month if
desired.

Disability Notice
If due to a disability, you need
assistance to enable you to participate
meaningfully in any LCPS sponsored
activities, please contact Principal
Starzenski at (703) 957-4400 at least
five working days prior to the
scheduled activity.
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Preschool @ The Woods
Well, our current Falcons and future Falcons have taken off and done well so far. We
have had several successful days of preschool so far this year. We just recently went to
Pumpkinville in Leesburg and had a great time. It was a blustery and cold day, but fun
was had by all. Students looked forward to the costume parade on October 30th. Each
preschooler decorated their own trick-or-treat bag to keep. November promises to bring
tons of learning and fun for everyone. Students will be learning about trees & leaves,
Thanksgiving, rectangles, manners, letters d, e, & f, boats, writing their first names,
brown/red/yellow, pumpkins & squash, and the first feast celebration. For a sneak peek
at our daily activities, please feel free to visit our webpage under the community heading
on the main Briar Woods webpage and then under preschool program. You will see firsthand what our students are up to. Registration for next year will begin sometime in
April. Please be on the lookout for more information regarding Preschool @ The Woods
in the newsletter and on the webpage. Below is a picture of our group field trip to
Pumpkinville.
If you have any questions about the preschool program or would like to contact me,
please feel free to e-mail me. My e-mail address is located on the webpage. Thank you
and Happy Fall Ya’ll.
Diane Breinig
Preschool Director

Pumpkinville, Leesburg
10/24/06
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Loudoun County Public Schools
2006 - 2007 Student Calendar

September 4

Holiday (Labor Day)

September 5

First Day of School for Students

October 9

Holiday (Columbus Day)

November 3

End of First Grading Period

November 6-7

Student Holiday
(Planning/Records/Conference Days)

November 22-24

Holiday (Thanksgiving)

December 22-29

Winter Break (Classes Resume January 2)

January 1

Holiday (New Year’s)

January 15

Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)

January 25

End of Second Grading Period

January 26

Moveable Student Holiday
(Planning/Records/Conference Day)*

February 19

Holiday (Presidents’ Day)

April 2-6

Holiday (Spring Break)

April 12

End of Third Grading Period

April 13

Student Holiday
(Planning/Records/Conference Day)

May 28

Holiday (Memorial Day)

June 19

Last Day of School for Students/End of
Fourth Grading Period
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Guidance News
2006 – 2007 Guidance Staff
Dave Royhab

Guidance Director

Susan James

Counselor for seniors: A – J
Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: A – F

Steve Cohen

Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: G – N

Michelle Hoffmann

Counselor for seniors: K – Z
Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: O – Z

Jan Develli

Career Resource Specialist

Melissa Holder

Guidance Secretary

SAT & ACT Dates & Deadlines for 2006-2007
Both the SAT and ACT tests are administered on nationally standardized dates and require
advanced registration.
Students may register on-line or may obtain had-copy registration materials from the guidance
office. Registration and study information is available at www.collegeboard.org for the SAT and
at www.act.org for the ACT. Students should register at least six weeks in advance of the tests.
Most colleges require the SAT or the ACT for college admissions. Some colleges also require
certain SAT Subject Tests for admissions or placement. Students should check with all of the
colleges to which they plan to apply to determine which tests are required and preferred.
Students usually register for the SAT or ACT in their junior year and repeat the test in the senior
year. Some students elect to take both the SAT and ACT.
The ACT is different than the SAT in that it tests a student’s educational development in four
distinct areas: English, Math, Reading and Science. Some students feel that the ACT is better
suited for their individual strengths than the SAT. While it is not as popular with students in this
part of the country as the SAT, most colleges will accept either test.
Following are the test dates and Loudoun County test centers:
The dates and test centers listed below are not official and are subject to change! On-line
registration information is available at www.collegeboard.org for the SAT and at www.act.org
for the ACT. Hard-copy registration materials will be available in the Career Center.
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SAT
•
•
•
•
•
•
ACT
•
•
•
•

November 4: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Potomac Falls High School
December 2: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Loudoun County High School
January 27: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Loudoun Valley High School
March 10: SAT, Briar Woods High School
May 5: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Broad Run High School
June 2: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Park View High School
December 9: Briar Woods High School
February 10
April 14: Broad Run High School
June 9

Monroe Shadowing Program
Any sophomore or junior who is interested in visiting the Monroe Technical Center and
discovering all of the excellent programs they have to offer, will have the chance to visit on
December 7, 2006. Counselors will meet with 10th and 11th grade students this month to
distribute shadowing registration/parental permission forms.
Report Card & Interim Dates
In an effort to increase communication and to keep parents informed, all of our students will
receive interims from all of their teachers on the dates listed.
Marking
Period
Marking Period One
Marking Period Two
Marking Period Three
Marking Period Four

Interims
Distributed *
October 5 & 6
December 14 & 15
March 1 & 2
May 17 & 18

End of Marking
Period
November 3
January 25
April 12
June 19

Report Cards
Distributed
November 15
February 6
April 24
June 25 (mailed)

Homework Requests
The guidance office will gather work for any student who is out of school for three or more
consecutive days due to an excused absence. Please contact the guidance secretary to make a
request at 703-957-4402.

•
•
•
•
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Loudoun Education Alliance of Parents (LEAP) is a non-partisan network that promotes
interaction between local parent groups, teachers, administrators and the Loudoun County
School Board. A variety of topics are addressed throughout the school year. At the conclusion
of each meeting, Superintendent, Dr. Hatrick, discusses timely events and issues. LEAP
meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month throughout the school year at the
LCPS Administration Building. The meetings begin at 7:30 and are open to all LCPS parents
and interested community members.
The Loudoun Teen Center Network is looking for parent volunteers to assist with a variety of
programs and services offered to teens in our area. If interested, please contact Tim Chesnutt at
tchesnut@loudoun.gov.
Upcoming meeting topics include:
10/11/06

You’re In My Space
A look at internet safety

11/8/06

Head of the Class
What makes a great teacher?

12/13/06

It's Academic
Science and math initiatives overview

1/10/07

You Are What You Eat
Nutrition policy issues

2/14/07

AP and Honors
What you should know

3/14/07

Where Do I Fit In?
Identity issues

4/11/07

You’re Speaking My Language
Foreign language programs in LCPS

5/9/07

LEAP Ahead
Annual Town Hall Meeting

On Saturday, November 4th, Latin Club students are taking a "Classical Tour of Washington".
Visited museums will include, but are not limited to, the National Gallery of Art, Museum of
Natural History, and the Sackler Gallery. Students will look at classical architecture, mythology in
art, and ancient Roman, Greek, and Egyptian cultures. The cost of the field trip is free. The bus
leaves at 10:00 a.m. and returns at 5:00 p.m. from Freedom High School. All are welcome. Please
email the Latin teacher, Ann Maclean, for details.
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The sophomore class has been working extremely hard over the last month. They created a
beautiful float for the homecoming parade that was cancelled due to poor weather. They had a
bake sale and began tossing around ideas for the upcoming months. They are currently working
on Candy Cane Grams for December that will be sold during lunches and also stuffing stockings
for needy teens in our area as a community service project. They also started on the exam care
packages. Please let us know if there is anything you would like to contribute in terms of ideas
or activities that could help us come together as a sophomore class. Our class officers and
members have been working hard to support their class. We appreciate your support. Happy
Thanksgiving to All!

The Math Department, in conjunction with the Virginia Mathematics League,
is sponsoring the Math League’s High School Math Contest at Briar Woods.
The competition consists of six contests throughout the 2006-2007 school
year. There are 6 questions per contest with a 30 minute time limit for each
contest. The problems require no knowledge beyond secondary school
mathematics. No knowledge of calculus is required to solve any of these
problems. Two to four of the questions on each contest require no knowledge
of elementary algebra. Students are permitted to use any calculator on the
contest. All Briar Woods students are encouraged to participate in the
contests.
The dates for the 2006-2007 contests are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

October 24, 2006
November 28, 2006
January 9, 2007
February 6, 2007
March 6, 2007
April 10, 2007

Alternate dates are:
October 17, 2006
November 21, 2006
January 2, 2007
January 31, 2007
February 27, 2007
April 3, 2007

Times and places will be announce closer to the date of each contest. Ask any
BWHS math teacher for details.
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Briar Woods High School
Music Booster Association
BWHSMBA
First of all, we would like to congratulate the Briar Woods Falcon Regiment and the Falconaires on jobs
well done at James Madison University Parade of Champions and the Towson University Bands of
America competitions. They will be competing in one more competition in October at Battlefield High
School in Haymarket. Good Luck and again CONGRATULATIONS!!
The Falcon Regiment and the Falconaires will be performing at the Varsity Football game on Friday,
November 10th at Freedom High School. So come out and support our football team and our Band &
Color Guard team.
On Tuesday, November 14th at 7:30, Briar Woods will be having its first Jazz concert of the year. This
concert will be a combination of the Briar Woods Jazz Band and the Eagle Ridge Jazz Band. Come out
and show our musicians how proud we are of them!
We hope that you haven’t filled up your December calendars just yet. On Thursday, December 14th
Briar Woods Music Department will be having their Winter Concert. The chorus, guitar and band will be
performing. This performance will be preceded by a fundraising dinner. More information will follow
about this event.
And speaking of fundraising, the Music Boosters are sponsoring several fundraisers. On October 18th
Broad land’s Pizza contributed 15% of their sales to the Music Boosters. Thanks to all who ordered, it
was a very successful night. We will be having this fundraiser again so look for the date and enjoy dinner
while supporting our students.
We are also in the process of selling fruit. Delivery will be in December so find a band member and order
some oranges, grapefruits and tangelos.
If you would like to support the Briar Woods musicians, please join the Briar Woods H.S. Music Booster
Association by filling out the form below and returning it to the school.
I would like to help support the musicians at Briar Woods High School by becoming a member of the
BWHS MBA. Enclosed is a check for $20 for the annual dues.
Name: __________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________ Phone: __________________
Email: __________________________________________
I do / do not have a student in the music program at Briar Woods High School. If you do have a student
in the music program, please let us know the student’s name and which music program:
__________________________________________________________
And finally, we are looking for corporate sponsorship for our trip to Carnegie Hall. If your company or
the one you work for is interested in being a corporate sponsor, we will heavily advertise your corporate
image for a very generous donation. If you or your employer is interested please contact David Page at
BWHSMBA@adelphia.net
Thanks for all of your support. It is greatly appreciated by the Music Booster Association as well as our
very talented students!!

Page 12

BRIAR WOODS HIGH SCHOOL
WINTER HOLIDAY POINSETTIA FUNDRAISER
The holidays are quickly approaching! For our 2nd year, the PTSO is pleased to offer beautiful
poinsettias for your home, office, church, clients, or office workers for the holiday season. What
a better way to decorate, and at the same time, have a part in helping raise funds for our student
activities! The poinsettias will be delivered from Meadows Farms to Briar Woods High School
for pick up on or about December 8th. You will receive notice of the exact date. Large orders
can be delivered to your location.
Please make checks payable to: Briar Woods High School PTSO
22525 Belmont Ridge Rd. Ashburn,Va. 20148
703-957-4400 fax # 703-542-5923
Your Name____________________________

Telephone (h)____________________
(cell) ______________________

A. 6” Pot, 1 plant per pot with (4 to 6 blooms) with decorative pot cover & sleeve
Purchase Price: $7.00
I am ordering ___________(Red) poinsettias

__________(White) poinsettias

Total # 6” pots X $7 = _________
B. 7” Pot, 2 plants per pot with (8 to 10 blooms) with decorative pot cover & sleeve
Purchase Price: $12.00
I am ordering ____________(Red) poinsettias

_________(White) poinsettias

Total # 7” pots X $12 = __________
C. 10” Pot, 5 plants per pot with (20 to 25) blooms with decorative pot cover & sleeve
Purchase Price: $18.00
I am ordering __________ (Red) poinsettias

_________(White) poinsettias

Total #10” pots X $18 = __________
ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 20th. Thank you for your support of
Briar Woods High School – Home of the Mighty Falcons! Your neighborhood High School
Appreciates your Support!!!

LOUDOUN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS PREPARE: HYGIENE STRATEGIES
Loudoun County Public Schools has been working closely with the Loudoun County Health Department for
pandemic flu preparedness. Reducing the spread of the flu virus is an important part of this planning. Several
hygiene measures can help to reduce the likelihood of spread. The Centers for Disease Control, the Virginia
Department of Health, and the Loudoun County Health Department recommend hand washing as one of the
most important measures that can be used to prevent the spread of a pandemic flu virus as well as other common
viral illnesses. In addition, covering your cough with a tissue or your sleeve, staying 3-5 feet away from people
with respiratory illnesses, and staying home from work and school when sick are other recommended measures
to prevent the spread of viral respiratory illnesses. Parents are encouraged to remind their children to routinely
practice these hygiene measures.
As a proactive measure for pandemic flu preparedness, a hand washing lesson, using a program called “GloGerm,” will be taught in classrooms and health and physical education classes in grades kindergarten though
10th grade beginning in October. The lesson includes using a plastic resin with orange and blue colorant

and a black light to teach the spread of germs and proper hand washing.

Good hand washing consists of washing hands for at least 15-20 seconds before eating, after toileting, after
coughing or sneezing, and after playing with pets or playing outside. When soap and water are not available, a
hand sanitizer with at least 62% alcohol is a good substitute. Hand sanitizer dispensers will be installed in
classrooms, cafeterias, libraries, and other rooms used by staff and students in all Loudoun County Public
Schools beginning in late September, 2006.

Information to Help You with Pandemic Flu
What is Pandemic Flu? Pandemic Flu is a worldwide outbreak of flu disease that occurs when a new type of
flu virus appears that people have not been exposed to before. The most recent threat of becoming a pandemic
is the avian flu, also called bird flu or H5N1. Large numbers of people can become infected.
Why is it a threat? If a pandemic happens, as much as 40% of the work force may not be able to report to work.
That includes health care providers, emergency responders, and public utility workers. Services you depend on
may be interrupted, such as utilities, public transportation, banking, schools, phone and cell phone service, and
postal services. Food and water may even be interrupted or limited. Some people may be isolated or quarantined.
What can you do?
•

Stockpile a two week’s supply of water and non-perishable food.

•

Have an extra supply of your prescription drugs and medical supplies, such as insulin and blood pressure
monitoring equipment.

•

Wash your hands with soap regularly, cover your mouth and nose when sneezing or coughing, avoid
touching your mouth and eyes.

•

Avoid contact with people who may be sick. If you are sick, stay home from work or school.

•

Stay informed. Visit www.pandemicflu.gov or www.vdh.state.va.us. for individual and family planning
guidelines. Listen to the radio. Watch TV. Read newspapers and magazines. Learn all you can. Help
others.

Check list of non-perishable (long-lasting) food:
[ ] Ready-to-eat canned meats, fish, fruits, vegetables, beans, and soups
[ ] Protein or fruit bars
[ ] Dry cereal or granola
[ ] Peanut butter or nuts
[ ] Dried fruit
[ ] Crackers
[ ] Bottled water
[ ] Canned or jarred baby food and formula
[ ] Pet food

Other things to have on hand:
[ ] Flash light, batteries, portable radio
[ ] Manual can opener
[ ] Soap, hand cleaner, disinfectants
[ ] Toilet paper, tissues, trash bags
[ ] Prescription drugs and over the counter
cold and flu medications

La información para Ayudarle con la Gripe Pandémica
Lo que es la Gripe Pandémica: Una erupción mundial de enfermedad de la gripe que ocurre cuando un nuevo
tipo de virus de la gripe aparece que las personas no se han expuesto a antes. La más reciente amenaza de
volverse una pandemia es la gripe avícola, tambien conocido como gripe del pájaro o la H5N1. Puede infectar
números grandes de las personas.
¿Por qué es una amenaza?: Si una pandemia pasa tanto como 40% de la fuerza obrera no puede poder
informar para trabajar. Eso incluye a los proveedores de cuidado de salud, responderos de la emergencia y
obreros de utilidad públicos. Pueden interrumpirse los servicios básicos de que usted depende como las
utilidades, transporte público, bancos, escuelas, teléfono, teléfono celular y servicios postales. Pueden
interrumpirse comida y agua incluso o pueden limitarse. Algunas personas pueden ser aisladas o pueden estar
puestos en cuarentena.
¿Que pueden hacer?
•

Acumule unas dos semanas de suministro de agua y la comida non-perecedera.

•

Tenga un suministro extra de su prescripción narcotiza y suministros médicos como la insulina y tensión
arterial que supervisan el equipo.

•

Lave sus manos regularmente con jabón, cubra su boca y nariz cuando estornudando o tosiendo, evite
tocar su boca y ojos.

•

Evite el contacto con las personas que pueden estar enfermas. Si usted esta enfermo quédese adentro en
la casa; no sales al trabajo o a la escuela.

•

Manténgase informado. Visite www.pandemicflu.gov o www.vdh.state.va.us para las pautas de la
planificación individual y familiar. Escuche a la radio. Mire la televisión. Lea periódicos y revistas.
Aprenda todo que usted puede. Brinda ayuda a otros.

La lista de control de non-perecedero (duradero) la comida:
[ ] Listo para comer carnes, peces, frutas, verduras, frijoles, y sopas en conserva
[ ] Proteína o barras de fruta
[ ] Cereal seco o granola
[ ] Crema de cacahuete o nueces
[ ] Frutas secó
[ ] Galletas
[ ] Agua en botella
[ ] Comida del bebé en conserva y fórmula
[ ] Comida para los animales

Otras cosas para tener disponible:
[ ] Linterna, baterías, radio portátil
[ ] Abridor de latas manual
[ ] Jabón, limpiador de manos,
desinfectantes
[ ] Papel higiénico, los tejidos, bolsas
de basura

For Immediate Release

For More Information, Contact
Kraig Troxell
Public Information Officer

Office: (703) 771-5278
Pager: (703) 718-6941
E-mail: ktroxell@loudoun.gov
09/19/06

Sheriff’s Office Sends Back to School Reminder to Drivers

Watch for Children Walking to School as they May Forget to Watch for You
Loudoun County, Virginia- In recent days members of the Sheriff’s Office Traffic
Safety Unit have received numerous complaints of cars passing stopped school buses unloading
children.
The Sheriff’s Office would like to send a friendly reminder to all drivers to obey the
signals of school buses as well as crossing guards. By ignoring their signals the drivers put the
lives of the children and the crossing guard in danger.
According to the State Code of Virginia § 46.2-859 a person is guilty of reckless driving
who fails to stop, when approaching from any direction, any school bus which is stopped on any
highway, private road or school driveway for the purpose of taking on or discharging children.
It further states that the driver of a vehicle, however, need not stop when approaching a school
bus if the school bus is stopped on the other roadway of a divided highway, on an access road,
or on a driveway when the other roadway, access road, or driveway is separated from the
roadway on which he is driving by a physical barrier or an unpaved area.
In regards to crossing guards per the State Code of Virginia § 46.2-834* “whenever any
law-enforcement officer assumes control of traffic, all drivers of vehicles shall obey his
signals.” The code also states that all “uniformed school crossing guards may control traffic at
any marked school crossing, whether such crossing is at an intersection or another location.”
Disobeying a law enforcement officer or crossing guard who is controlling traffic could result in
the driver being charged with Reckless Driving.
The Sheriff’s Office Traffic Safety Unit wants drivers to please remember to watch for
children walking to and from school as they may forget to watch for you.
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