PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Parents,
Hard to believe, but the first quarter of the school year is over.
Report cards will be sent home with your student on
Wednesday, November 11th.
The holidays are rapidly approaching. This is to wish you and
your family a safe and relaxing Thanksgiving holiday.
Please be reminded that the last day of school before
Thanksgiving is Tuesday, November 24th.
Regards,
Ed Starzenski

Briar Woods Absentee Call-In Line
When a student will be absent from school, parents are asked to call the attendance call-in line.
The number is (703) 957-4409. Please leave The
following information when you call:
1. Date
2. Student name

Disability Notice
If due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to participate
meaningfully in any LCPS sponsored
activities, please contact Principal
Starzenski at (703) 957-4400 at least
five working days prior to the
scheduled activity.

Early Dismissals
Parents: When requesting an early

dismissal, please send your written
request with your student that
morning. Mrs. Calder will write them a
pass to excuse them at the appropriate
time. This will alleviate the need to
disrupt the classroom. Thank you for
your cooperation.

3. Grade
4. Reason for the absence
5. Your identity
For your convenience, this is a 24 hour answering machine. If you forget to call on the day of
the absence, you must send a note with your
student on the day they return to school. Without a phone call or note, the absence will be considered unexcused and disciplinary action will be
taken.

Meal Prices For 2009-2010
Free and reduced lunch applications are
available at the school and will be
distributed in homeroom on the first day
of school. Please complete the form promptly and
return it to your homeroom teacher. The cost for
student lunch will be $2.55 and breakfast will
be $1.45. Students may pay for lunch by the week
or the month if desired

Student Parking
Students need to purchase
a parking permit to park on
school grounds. The cost for the permit is $200.00. This is a standard fee
for all of the high schools. Parking
permits can be purchased from Mr.
DeCenzo starting the first week of
school during all of the lunch shifts in
the cafeteria. Make your checks
payable to BWHS.

Students are prohibited from operating cell phones
during school hours. Such devices may only be
used by students before or after school.
School officials will confiscate such devices in any
instance where a student violates this request.

HEALTH PRECAUTIONS...
We are currently experiencing excessive
student absences from school due to a variety
of illnesses. Many students are coming to school when
they are not feeling well because they are feeling the
pressure of tests and assignment due dates. Students
are strongly encouraged to stay home if they are not
feeling well, especially if they have a fever. The
teachers will work with students who are absent due to
illness by extending due dates on assignments and
tests.

Work Permits
Fourteen and fifteen-year-old students who are offered employment may
obtain work permits at BWHS by following these steps:
Students may pick-up work permit applications in the guidance office.
The student's new employer must complete the employer section of the application.
Both parent and student must be present when returning the application to either
Ms. Holder or Ms. Bryant in the guidance office.

Eight Period Bell Schedule
Time

A

B

8:55 A.M.

Warning Bell

Warning Bell

9:00 A.M. -10:32 A.M.

Period 1

Period 5

10:38 A.M. – 12:07 P.M.

Period 2

Period 6 – Flex

12:13 P.M. - 2:13 P.M.

Period 3/Lunch
A – 12:13-12:43
B – 12:43-1:13
C – 1:13-1:43
D – 1:43-2:13

Period 7/Lunch
A – 12:13-12:43
B – 12:43-1:13
C – 1:13-1:43
D – 1:43-2:13

2:19 P.M. -3:48 P.M.

Period 4

Period 8

2009-2010 School Calendar
September 7
September 8

Holiday (Labor Day)
First Day of School for Students

October 12

Holiday (Columbus Day)

October 30

End of the Grading Period

November 2-3

Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Days)

November 25-27

Holiday (Thanksgiving)

December 23-31

Winter Break (Classes Resume January 4)

January 1

Holiday (New Year's Day)

January 18

Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)

January 29

End of Grading Period

February 1

Moveable Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day)

February 15

Holiday (Presidents' Day)

March 29-April 2

Holiday (Spring Break)

April 15

End of Grading Period

April 16

Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day)

May 31

Holiday (Memorial Day)

June 18

Last Day of School for Students/

NOTE: Parents with child-care or other weekday scheduling concerns – date of the
Moveable Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters
may change if the school calendar must be changed due to school closings for inclement weather or other emergencies

Potential 2010-2011 School Calendar
The Loudoun County School Board got its first look at the proposed calendar for the
2010-2011 school year at its Tuesday, September 8th, meeting. It is slated to adopt a
calendar for the 2010-2011 year at its October 13th meeting.
During the interim, the School Board would like the public to comment on the proposed
calendar. Comments may be sent to schools@loudoun.k12.va.us.
The proposed student calendar follows:

Proposed 2010-11 School Calendar
September 6
September 7
October 11
October 29
November 1-2
November 24-26
December 23-24/27-31
January 17
January 21
January 24
February 21
April 1
April 4
April 18-22
May 30
June 16

Holiday (Labor Day)
First Day of School for Students
Holiday (Columbus Day)
End of the Grading Period
Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Days)
Holiday (Thanksgiving)
Winter Break (Classes Resume January 3)
Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
End of Grading Period
Moveable Student Holiday* (Planning/Records/
Conference Day)
Holiday (Presidents’ Day)
End of Grading Period
Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day)
Holiday (Spring Break)
Holiday (Memorial Day)
Last Day of School for Students/End of Grading Period

*NOTE: Parents with child‑care or other weekday scheduling concerns – dates of
the Moveable Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters
may change if the school calendar must be changed due to school closings for
inclement weather or other emergencies.

Yearbook Order Information

If you are interested in ordering a BWHS yearbook please go to the
following site www.yearbookordercenter.com or call 1-866-287-3096.
Order #13261

Advanced Placement Fees
Students and/or their parents/guardians pay the costs of the AP examinations. Each exam is
$86.00, and this cost must be paid by February 1, 2010.
There are two payment options.
1.

An on-line payment system is available for electronic payments on the Loudoun County Public
Schools’ website (more information below).

2.

The guidance office will collect checks or cash payments. Cash or check payments must be
made in person. Please do not mail or drop-off payments.

If a family needs to arrange for a payment plan, or anticipates difficulty in paying for the exam, the family
should speak confidentially with the school principal or guidance director.
AP classes are “weighted” by 1.0 in the grade point average calculation process if the student passes the
course and takes the related exam; however, students who do not take the exam will not receive any
grade weighting.

Change of Address/Phone
In order to change a home address, a parent/guardian must
present (in person) a copy of the deed, settlement paperwork, recent mortgage statement
or lease of the new residence.
Parents may change their phone or email information in person at the guidance office or
online using the Parent Information System (PIMS).

The High Schools in Loudoun County have partnered with local law enforcement
to develop a presentation that focuses on the importance of parent involvement in
helping teens to acquire safe driving skills. In addition, this program provides parents and guardians with current information about new traffic laws, updated driving techniques, and the importance of exhibiting good driving skills as role models
for the new driver in the family.
These meetings are required for parents/guardians and high school students
prior to taking Behind-the-Wheel (BTW) instruction in LCPS. Please note that
both the parent and the student must attend the meeting and sit together!
When you arrive, you will receive a packet of information that includes a
form for you to complete to verify your attendance (please bring a pen with
you). All meetings will begin promptly at 7:00 pm and end at approximately 8:00
pm.
Partners for Safe Teen Driving Presentations
Loudoun County Public Schools
Fall 2009
All Meetings 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.

DATE
9/29
9/30
10/5
10/7
10/7
10/14
10/20
11/10
11/18

LOCATION
Broad Run High School
Loudoun Valley High School
Freedom High School
Loudoun County High School
Stone Bridge High School
Heritage High School
Potomac Falls High School
Park View High School
Briar Woods High School

Clothing that exposes the midriff, chest, shoulders, back, or buttocks is
inappropriate for school and is not permitted.
Shorts, dresses, and skirts cannot be shorter than mid-thigh.
Beach attire may not be worn to school.
Undergarments may not be worn as outer garments or be overly visible.
Clothing or hair that is detrimental to the safety, health, or general
welfare of a student is not allowed.
Shoes must be worn at all times.
See-through clothing may not be worn.
Clothing may not contain obscene material or be sexually suggestive,
promote the use of alcohol or illegal drugs, or advocate the violation of
any law or school policy.
Wallet chains are prohibited.
Head apparel such as hats, headbands, bandanas, hoods, etc. may not
be worn.
Clothing with improper, suggestive, obscene, vulgar, lewd or racial
language is inappropriate.
Clothing which advertises illegal substances such as tobacco, drugs and
alcohol is inappropriate.
Students who violate this policy are subject to disciplinary action, up
to and including suspension from school.

The Falcons' Nest

Store Hours: Monday - Friday at 8:30-8:55 a.m.
"The Falcons' Nest" ... The Briar Woods School Store

_________________________________________________
Contact: Call Martha Belote at 703-957-4400 or email her to schedule
your own personal shopping appointment if regular store hours do not
work with your schedule!
The Falcons' Nest is a School Based Enterprise operated by the
Marketing Education students at Briar Woods High School.

The Falcons' Nest Accepts Cash or Check payments!

Our school’s Health Clinic Assistant/Registered Nurse is Gail LeFloch. She works in the clinic each day from 8:00 a.m.
until 4:00 p.m. The health clinic assistant is supervised by a Registered nurse (Resource Nurse) whom school staff can
contact at any time for advice or emergencies. The Resource Nurse visits the school regularly.
If your child has any significant medical needs, please notify the health clinic assistant/nurse even if the school has
been notified in previous school years. If your child has asthma, diabetes, seizures, life-threatening allergies, or other
medical conditions, you and the physician will need to complete a form so the school can understand and address your
child’s needs. These forms are available on the Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) Web site at
http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/loudoun/pages/static_district_homepage.asp in the ―For Parents‖ dropdown menu
under Medication at School—Parent Information. These forms need to be updated each school year.
School-Sponsored After-School Activities and Sports
If your child has diabetes, an epinephrine auto-injector, an inhaler or other emergency medication at school, please
notify the teacher/ sponsor that your child has the health concern. Also notify the health clinic assistant/nurse 1-2
weeks prior to the event. The clinic is closed after dismissal and the nurse/health clinic assistant is not in the building.
Arrangements need to be made to have medication available and to train staff. It is strongly suggested that middle
and high school students carry their own inhaler and/or epinephrine auto-injector for quick access to medication. For
students to carry an inhaler, the physician must complete and sign the ―Asthma Health Care and Action Plan‖, form
11:14, giving his/her permission for the student to carry the inhaler, and the parent and student must sign the
―Parent/Student Agreement for Permission to Carry an Inhaler.‖ For students with an epinephrine auto-injector, the
physician will need to sign the bottom of form 11:10 and the parent and student will need to sign form 11:10c under
―Agreement for Permission to Self-Administer and/or Carry Epinephrine.‖ For students with diabetes to carry any of
their medical supplies, the diabetes form, Part 4 Permission to Self-Carry and Self-Administer Diabetes Care, needs to
be signed by the physician, parent, and student.‖
If your child is ill because of a contagious disease such as the flu, strep throat, chickenpox, etc., it would
be helpful to note the reason for the absence when you call the absentee call-line. This will help the
school take measures to know the extent of the disease and reduce its spread
A parent or guardian must deliver any medication (prescription or non-prescription) to the school office or clinic.
Students may not transport any medication to or from school. Parents are responsible for picking up any
unused medication.
If your child takes a prescription medication that to miss a dose would have serious health consequences (seizure
medication, insulin, etc.), it is strongly suggested that a 24-hour supply of the medication be left in the school clinic in
case of a prolonged school day. The medication must be in an original pharmacy-labeled bottle and have a physician’s
order on file in the clinic. The order must give the times during the 24-hour period that the medication is to be
administered .
The health clinic assistant/nurse must have written instructions from the physician in order to administer prescription
medications. These should include:

Student’s name
Name and purpose of the medication
Dosage and time of administration
Possible side effects and measures to take if those occur
End date for administering the medication
Parent signature giving permission to administer medication
Contact physician & Physician’s signature.

La enfermera para esta escuela es es Gail LeFloch. Ella trabaja en la clínica cada día de 8 hasta las 4. La enfermera
certificada a quien el personal puede contactar en cualquier momento en caso de un consejo o una emergencia. Las
asistentas de la clinica han sido entrenadas en primeros auxilios, resucitación cardiopulmonar, uso de un defibrilador
externo y administración de medicamentos. La enfermera certificada visita la escuela regularmente. La enfermera no
pueden dar un diagnóstico médico. Si tiene una preocupación médica que es urgent, por favor lleve a su hijo(a) a su
medico u hospital.
Si su niño/a tiene una seria necesidad médica, por favor notifique a la clínica/enfermera aún si la escuela fue
notificada en años pasados. Si su niño/a tiene asma, diabetis, epilepsia, allergias que ponen su vida en peligro u otra
condición médica, usted y su doctor necesitarán llenar un formulario para que la escuela pueda entender y ayudarle
con sus necesidades. Estos formularios estan disponibles en la página web de las Escuelas Públicas del Condado de
Loudoun:http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/loudoun/pages/static_district_homepage.asp en “Para Padres”” Medicamentos
en la Escuela, estos formularios deben ser llenados cada año escolar.
Acitvidades Después de la Escuela y Deportes
Si su niño tiene diabetes, una injection para la allergia u otra medicina en caso de emergencia por favor informe a la maestra o auspiciador de la condition médica. También informe a la asistenta de la clínica o enfermera si su hijo se quedará en alguna actividad
depués de la escuela o en un club de deportes por lo menos 1-2 semanas antes de empezar el programa. La clinica se cierra despues
de las clases y la enfermera o asistenta ya no estan en la escuela. Arreglos tienen que ser hechos para tener la medicina disponible y
empleados posiblemente entrenados. Se recomienda bastante que los de la escuela media y secundaria cargen su propia injección
antialérgica para un uso rápido. Para que un estudiante pueda cargar su inalador, un doctor tiene que llenar y firmar el “Asthma
Health Care and Action Plan”, formulario 11:14, dando permiso para que el estudiante carge su inalador y el padre de familia y
estudiante tienen que firmar “Parent/Student Agreement for Permission to Carry an Inhaler”. Para que el estudiante carge su propia
injección de epinephrine el médico tendrá que firmar la parte de abajo del formulario 11:10 y el padre de famillia y estudiante firmarán el formulario 11:10c bajo “Agreement for Permission to Self-Administer and/or carry Epinephrine.” Para estudiantes con
diabetes que necesitan cargar sus objetos medicos, sección 4 del formulario de diabetes necesita ser firmado por el médico, padre
de familia y estudiante.
Si su hijo esta enfermo de algo contagioso como strep a la garganta, varicella, flu, etc., sería beneficioso hacerlo saber
cuando llame a reportar la ausencia. Esto ayudará a la escuela a tomar precauciones para reducir el contagio de estas enfermedades.
El padre de famillia tiene que traer el medicamento (con receta o sin receta) a la oficina de la escuela o la clínica. Los estudiantes
no pueden llevar ningun tipo de medicamento a la escuela o a la casa. Padres son responsables de recoger cualquier medicamento que sobre.
Si su hijo toma medicina que al olvidarse una dosis puede causar serios problemas de salud (medicamento para epilepsia, insulilna,
etc.), es aconsejado que tengamos en la clinica de la escuela una cantidad del medicamento para 24 horas en caso de un dia prolongado en la escuela. El medicamento debe de estar en su botella original y tener las órdenes del doctor en la clínica. La orden del
doctor tiene que especificar las horas que el medicamento debe ser dado durante el periodo de las 24 horas.
La asistenta de la clínica/enfermera tiene que tener las instrucciones del doctor escrita para poder dar el medicamento: Las
instrciones deben incluir:
Nombre del estudiante
Nombre y propósito del medicamento
Dosis y hora de administrar
Posibles reacciones y medidas a tomar si estas ocurren
Fecha en que se para de dar la medicina
Firma del padre dando permiso para administrar medicina y contactar al doctor; y la firma del doctor.

The health clinic assistant/nurse has a specific “Authorization for Medication Administration” For which
should be used for physician’s orders. Copies of this form as well as other medical forms are also available in
the school office or at the following link:
http://cmsweb1.loudoun.k12.va.us/50910061112842/FileLib/browse.asp?A=374&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=67367.

All prescription medication must be in the original pharmacy bottle with the proper label containing the
student’s name, medication, dosage, and instructions for administration. Upon request, most pharmacies
will provide an extra bottle with the proper amount of medication for school.
If the health clinic assistant/nurse needs to give non-prescription medication:
It must be in an original package with the name of the medication and instructions;
she must have a note from the parent regarding when and how much medication to
administer;
she will only give the amount listed on the package for your child’s age and weight and
for the recommended length of time the student should receive the medication unless
she has doctor’s orders on the “Authorization for Medical administration” form to
dispense differently
she cannot administer medication that is not in its original container.
For the health clinic assistant/nurse to give acetaminophen to your child, you must have completed this
section on the emergency card and signed it. Parents/guardians of elementary students will be contacted
before giving any acetaminophen in order to assure that it has not been given at home. Because
acetaminophen can cause liver damage in large amounts over a period of time, middle and high school
students may only receive four doses of acetaminophen in a four-week period. Before a fifth dose is given,
the parent/guardian will be contacted.
Students who have fevers should be kept at home until free of fever for 24 hours. Students who do not
feel well should stay home. When students come to school ill, they not only are not able to participate
fully in class but also may infect other students with their illness.
Be sure to keep the “Emergency Information” updated so we can reach you if your child is ill or injured. This can
easily be done on-line through the Parent Information Management System at
https://webinter.loudoun.k12.va.us/Pim/?575Nav=|&NodeID=6681

All 3rd, 7th, and 10th grade students and students new to Loudoun County Public Schools will be screened
for vision and hearing during the first 60 days of school. Kindergarten students who did not have distance
vision screening or hearing tests within two months of the beginning of school will also be screened.
Virginia requires that school divisions provide information on scoliosis to parents of students in grades 5 through 10.

Un formulario específico “Authorization for Medication Administration” debe ser usado para las
instrucciones del doctor. Copias de este formulario como otros formularios medicos estan disponibles en la
oficina de la escuela o:
http://cmsweb1.loudoun.k12.va.us/50910061112842/FileLib/browse.asp?A=374&BMDRN=2000&BCOB
=0&C=67367.
Toda medicina con receta tiene que estar en su botella original con etiqueta con el nombre del estudiante,
dosis e instrucciones. Muchas farmacias pueden dar una botella extra con la cantidad apropiada de medicina
para la escuela si se les pide.
Si la asistenta de la clínica/enfermera tiene que administrar una medicina sin receta:
Tiene que ser traida por el padre en su caja original con el nombre e instrucciones.
Ella tiene que tener una nota del padre diciendo cuanto y cuando dar la medicina;
Ella solo dará la cantidad que dice en el paquete para la edad y peso de su hijo por el
tiempo recomendado a no ser que se tenga ordenes diferentes escritas por el doctor en el
formulario “Authorization for Medication Administration”
Ella no dará medicina que no está en su envase original.
Para que la sistenta/enfermera pueda dar acetaminophen a su hijo, usted tiene que completar la parte de la
tarjeta de emergencia y firmarla. Los padres de estudiantes en la elementaria serán contactados antes de
darles este medicamento para asegurarse que no fue dado en la casa. Acetaminophen puede causar daños al
hígado en grandes cantidades y periódos largos, estudiantes del intermedio y secundaria solo pueden recibir
4 dosis de acetaminophen en un periódo de 4 semanas, antes de la quinta dosis el padre será contactado.
Los estudiantes que tienen fiebre deben quedarse en casa hasta 24 horas después de que de parar la
fiebre. Los estudiantes que no se sienten bien deben quedarse en casa. Cuando los estudiantes vienen a
la escuela enfermos no participan normalmente en clase y pueden contagiar a otros.
Asegúrese de mantener la tarjeta de información al día para poder localizarlo en caso que su hijo este enfermo
o lastimado.Esto puede ser hecho fácilmente en el internet a travéz de Parent Information Management
System: https:webinter.loudoun.k12.va.us/Pim/?575Nav=I&NodeID=6681
Todos los estudiantes del 3ero, 7mo y 10mo grado nuevos al Condado de Loudoun serán evaluados de los ojos y
oidos durante los primeros 60 días de escuela. Estudiantes del kindergarten que no fueron evaluados para la
vision u oido dentro de los 2 meses de empezar la escuela,tambien serán evaluados.
Virginia require que las escuelas provean información en scoliosis a padres de estudiantes del quinto al
décimo grado. El folleto de la scoliosis es enviado a casa al principio del año escolar

Senior Class Notes
November 5 & 6:
Seniors will order their cap & gown and other graduation items during all
lunch shifts.
Please note that students must have a cap & gown in order to participate
in the graduation ceremony.

Graduation Information
Date: Monday, June 21, 2010
At: 2:00 PM
Where: Patriot Center - George Mason University
Graduation Rehearsal (This is a MANDATORY REHEARSAL)
Date:

Thursday, June 17th
At: 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Where: Briar Woods Main Gym

The Flight
2009-2010

Parents, siblings, grandparents and friends of Briar Woods’ senior class have the opportunity to purchase page space
in the 2009-2010 edition of The Flight to place individualized ads. Now is the time to put together baby pictures, poems
and write personalized messages for your friend’s or child’s senior yearbook.
Page space is sold in units, 16 per page. Each unit is roughly 2 inches x 3 inches (see the sample below). Prices are
listed below. Make sure to collect clear, sharp photos. Do not worry about the size of your photo. We will reduce it to
fit in the space provided. More than one photo may be placed in larger ads. Photographs will NOT be returned. The deadline for submitting your ad is Friday, November 20, 2009.
PLEASE READ: Personal messages may be edited by the yearbook staff to fit the size of the ad. Please check the
2009 book if you need guidance. No copyrighted material may be used. Any copyrighted material will be returned and
new material will be requested. Please do not submit collages or cut outs. Digital images must meet certain specifications so if you intend to use them, please call/email us first or submit images no later than October 31. Also, please do
not submit scanned photos printed on photo paper or computer paper. These print poorly in the book. We will
request the original picture which will delay the printing of your ad. Please send all pictures, messages and a check for
the appropriate amount (made payable to Briar Woods High School) to:

Ms. Autumn Leigh, The Flight, Briar Woods High School
22525 Belmont Ridge Road, Ashburn, VA 20148
Questions??? Email Ms. Leigh at
Autumn.Leigh@loudoun.k12.va.us
Black and White
Price:

16 blocks (full
pg)
$325

8 blocks (1/2
pg)
$200

4 blocks (1/4
pg)
$120

2 blocks (1/8
pg)
$60

1 block (1/16
pg)
$30

Limit:

6 photos

5 photos

3 photos

2 photos

1 photo

Price:

16 blocks (full
pg)
$500

8 blocks (1/2
pg)
$400

4 blocks (1/4
pg)
$240

2 blocks (1/8
pg)
$120

1 block (1/16
pg)
$55

Limit:

6 photos

5 photos

3 photos

2 photos

1 photo

Full Color

REMEMBER: ALL ADS
ARE DUE BY:
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2009

Jonathan Smith

Please print neatly or type.
(Longer messages may be typed on a separate sheet of paper or emailed.)
Senior Name: __________________________________________________
Your Name: ____________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________

Johnny,
We are so proud of you! We
love you

Phone & Email: _________________________________________________
Message: _______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

2009– 2010 Guidance Staff
Dave Royhab Guidance Director
Susan James

Counselor for seniors: A – Co
Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: A – C

Steve Cohen

Counselor for seniors: Cr-Ha
Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: D-Ha

Beth Dekenipp

Counselor for seniors: He - Le
Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: He - Mc

Shannon Powell

Counselor for seniors: Li - Sa
Counselor for grades9, 10 & 11: Me –Rol

Michelle Hoffmann

Counselor for seniors: Sc – Z
Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: Rom – Z

Jan Develli

Career Resource Specialist

Melissa Holder
Corina Bryant

Guidance Secretary
Guidance Secretary

BWHS Guidance Website – Did You Know?
Did you know that the guidance department maintains a list of private tutors?
It can be found on the BWHS guidance webpage under keyword “Academic
Guidance.”

LCPS Grading Scale & AP Weighting
LCPS Grading Scale beginning 2009-2010
Letter Grade
A+
A
AB+
B
BC+
C
CD+
D
DF

Numerical Grade
98 – 100
93 – 97
90 – 92
87 – 89
83 – 86
80 – 82
77 – 79
73 – 76
70 – 72
67 – 69
63 – 66
60 – 62
59 & below

Quality Points
4.3
4.0
3.7
3.3
3.0
2.7
2.3
2.0
1.7
1.3
1.0
0.7
0.0

Advanced Placement Grade Weighting = Additional Quality Point of 1.0

Post-Secondary Planning Events for Seniors
Post-Secondary Planning for Seniors – What should I be Doing Now?
Various guidance presentations related to post-secondary planning can be found on
the BWHS Guidance webpage under keyword “Presentations.” Forms and
worksheets can be found under keyword “Forms.”
Remember our time-tested advice on sending out your applications in a timely
manner: Send out one application by Halloween, one by Thanksgiving and the rest by
winter break.
Make sure you are aware of your application deadlines. Use the checklist we provided
you with to make sure you are on track with each one.
Work hard on your essays. Proofread!
Mail applications as early as possible to schools with rolling admissions.
Take the SAT and/or ACT and have your scores sent to the colleges.
If you request a letter of recommendation from a teacher, give them at least two weeks
time before it’s due. Follow up with your teachers to ensure that letters of

Post-Secondary Planning Events for Juniors
Fall College Information Night for Juniors & Parents, November 16, 2009 at 7:00pm
The primary focus for this event will be helping juniors begin planning for the college
search and selection process. It is our goal that every junior has a post-secondary plan in
place by the beginning of the senior year.
Guidance Visits to Junior English Classes
From November 17– November 20, counselors will meet with juniors during English
classes to review the post-secondary planning process.
Monroe Shadowing Program
Any sophomore or junior who is interested in visiting the Monroe Technical Center and
discovering all of the excellent programs they have to offer, will have the chance to visit on
December 11, 2009. Counselors will meet with 10th and 11th grade students this month to
distribute shadowing registration/parental permission forms. Students can also pick-up
registration materials in the guidance office.

SAT & ACT Dates & Deadline for 2009-2010
Both the SAT and ACT tests are administered on nationally standardized dates
and require advanced registration.
Students may register on-line or may obtain paper registration materials from the
guidance office. Registration and study information is available at
www.collegeboard.org for the SAT and at www.act.org for the ACT. Students
should register at least six weeks in advance of the tests.
Most colleges require SAT or ACT for college admissions. Some colleges also
require certain SAT Subject Tests for admissions or placement. Students should
check with all of the colleges to which they plan to apply to determine which
tests are required and preferred.
Students usually register for the SAT or ACT in their junior year and repeat the
test in the senior year. Some students elect to take both the SAT and ACT.
The ACT is different than the SAT in that it tests a student’s educational
development in four distinct areas: English, Math, Reading and Science.
Some students feel that the ACT is better suited for their individual
strengths than the SAT. While it is not as popular with students in this
part of the country as the SAT, most colleges will accept either test.

SAT AND ACT TEST DATES AND TEST CENTERS
The dates and test centers listed below are not official - check the SAT & ACT websites for
official dates and test center locations. On-line registration information is available at
www.collegeboard.org for the SAT and at www.act.org for the ACT. Hard-copy registration
materials will be available in the Career Center.
SAT
November 7: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Potomac Falls High School
December 5: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Loudoun County High School
January 23: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Loudoun Valley High School
March 13: SAT, Briar Woods High School
May 1: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Broad Run High School
June 5: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Park View High School
ACT
December 12: Briar Woods High School
February 6: Dominion High School
April 10: Broad Run High School
June 12
SAT Online Prep Course
Briar Woods High School now offers a .5 credit/one semester SAT Prep course built into our
schedule for students in grades 10, 11 and 12. The course is based on the ―SAT Online Prep
Course‖ produced by the CollegeBoard.
Students may also take the course independent of teacher instruction free of charge (this option is
available to all students, including freshmen).
Students will have the option to:
1) Take the official full-length pre-test. Find out where you need to focus your study.
2) Work through the lessons and quizzes. Review key concepts, learn approaches, and practice
with lesson quizzes.
3) Take the practice quizzes. Take a practice quiz and learn through detailed explanations.
4) Take an official full-length practice test. Take an official practice test and identify the concepts
and skills you may need to review or practice further.
5) Take another official practice test. Take an additional official practice test and view an analysis
of your performance.

*To access this program, log onto the Briar Woods website and follow the guidance link
to “SAT Online Prep Course.” First, students must obtain a unique student registration
code from Guidance. Select "Independent Study" to begin your session.

2009-2010 Report Card and Interim Dates
Marking Period

Interims
Distributed*

End of Marking
Period

Report Cards
Distributed

Marking Period 1

October 8 & 9

October 30

November 11

Marking Period 2

December 17 & 18

January 29

February 10

Marking Period 3

March 11 &12

April 15

April 28

Marking Period 4

May 20 &21

June 18

June 24 (mailed)

In an effort to increase communication and to keep parents informed, all of our
students will receive interims from all of their teachers on the dates listed.

HOMEWORK REQUESTS
The guidance office will gather work for any student who is out of school
for three or more consecutive days due to an excused absence. Teachers
cannot usually have assignments prepared for pickup on the same day
that they are requested, so please allow at least 24 hours for the collection
of student work. Also, please be sure to check the teachers web page as
sometimes homework is posted online. To contact the guidance office call
703-957-4402.

Governor's School Academic Programs and Mentorships - Summer 2009
The Summer Residential Governor’s Schools Academic Programs and Mentorships are month-long
residential programs for 10th and 11th grade students in the Commonwealth of Virginia. The goal of each
Governor’s School is to provide opportunities for intellectual as well as social and emotional growth for
those who attend. There are three Academic Programs: (1) Agriculture, (2) Humanities, and
(3) Mathematics, Science and Technology. The programs are housed on various campuses throughout
the Commonwealth and are free to the students. The three Mentorship Programs are in Engineering
(at NASA), Marine Science (at Virginia Institute for Marine Science), and Life Sciences and medicine
(at VCU).
Applications are due to Mr. Royhab by December 16, 2009. You must submit hard copies in person;
electronic copies can not be accepted. You will notice that Governor’s School requests two teacher
recommendations. They are also due to Mr. Royhab by December 16, 2009. Please give your teacher a
minimum of two weeks notice when requesting any letter of recommendation.
Detailed information and applications can be found on the Governor’s School webpage (you can find a
link on the BWHS Guidance webpage, keyword “Governor’s School.” Make sure you use the
appropriate applications - "Academic" or "Mentorship" - depending on the program you want to apply to.
Note that the first page of the application must be keyed rather than printed in by hand (hence the need
to download an electronic copy of the application). While it is not a requirement, we strongly
recommend that you key the entire application. If you do not have access to a computer and/or the
internet, please let Mr. Royhab know.

Foreign Language Governor’s School applications are facilitated through the BWHS
Foreign Language Department. Please see your foreign language teacher for more
information.

Commended Students in the 2010 National Merit Scholarship Program
We are happy to announce that Kathleen Bechtold, Sarah Dobson, Christopher Farley, Nicole Ivey,
Matthew Lunsford and Ezekiel Mihelcic have been named Commended Students in the 2010 National
Merit Scholarship Program. A Letter of Commendation from the National Merit Scholarship Corporation
(NMSC), which conducts the program, has been presented by the principal to these scholastically
talented seniors.
About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being recognized for their exceptional
academic promise. Although they will not continue in the 2010 competition for National Merit
Scholarships, Commended Students placed among the top five percent of more than 1.5 million students
who entered the 2010 competition by taking the 2008 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
MEETING SCHEDULE 2009-2010
All meetings will be at 8:15 am in the Auditorium.
November 17
December 15
January 19
February 16
March 16
April 20
May 18
June 8

Holidays:
The following dates are designated as Non-practice dates by the LCPS for the
2009-10 school year:
November 25 and 26

December 24 and 25

January 1

April 1,2, & 3

Designated non-play dates for 2009-10: (Practices may be held):
September 19 and September 28.
Designated non-play dates after 6:00 PM for 2009-10: (Practices may be held)
September 18.
No practices on Sundays.
During the week of exams one (1) hour practices are permitted.

Note: Athletes should be prepared to practice/play on all other holidays or workdays. Any
absence from these could be deemed "unexcused" unless first cleared through the coach.

Vacation Policy:
As stated in the Student Athletic Handbook, page 10,"Vacations by athletic
team members during a sports season are discouraged. Parent/athletes
wishing to take vacation during the season must consult with the athletic
director and coach."

SAVE $$.......... PURCHASE A
SEASON ATHLETIC PASS!!
Apply for a Briar Woods High School Season Pass. These passes are good for all regular season home events (does not include playoff or tournament games) at Briar Woods High School
during the 2009-2010 school year.
If you attend all Briar Woods home games this year, you will spend $400.00 per person on tickets.
Season passes can lead to a tremendous saving, especially if you have children involved in
multiple sports.
To apply for a season pass, simply fill out the order form shown below and make all checks
payable to Briar Woods High School. Completed order forms should be returned by mail or in
person to the athletic department. Take advantage of this limited time offer. Get yours Today!!
(Please allow 2 working days to process all requests)

NO SEASON PASSES WILL BE SOLD AT ATHLETIC EVENTS!!

-Season passes entitle the person whose name appears on the pass to admittance to any regular
season home athletic event. (personal I.D. must be presented with pass).
-The no re-entry rule will apply to season ticket holders and the season pass is non-transferable.
-Any misuse of the pass may result in revocation without refund. There will be a $5.00
replacement fee for any lost cards.

For further information, contact the Athletic Department at (703)-957-4408.

*PASS MUST BE PRESENTED AT EVENT FOR ADMITTANCE*
Family Plan: $200.00 Pass #: ____________ (Office Use Only)
(TWO (2) ADULTS & FOUR (4) STUDENTS MAXIMUM ON FAMILY PLAN)
Adult #1: ____________________________ Adult #2:
______________________________
(please print)
(please print)
Student #1: __________________________ Student # 2 ______________________________
(please print)
(please print)
Student #3: __________________________ Student #4 ______________________________
(please print)
(please print)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Adult/Student Plan Only: $100.00 (1 Adult or 1 Student)
Pass #:_______________ (Office Use Only)
Name: __________________________________
(please print)

Make Check payable to BWHS and mail to: Jerry Carter, Athletic Department, 22525 Belmont Ridge Rd.,
Ashburn, Va. 20148

Briar Woods Athletic Boosters Club
22525 Belmont Ridge Road
Ashburn, VA 20148
703-957-4400

2008- 2009 Membership Information
Name ____________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
Telephone __________________________ (H) ___________________________(W)
Email ____________________________________________________________________
Student(s) Name(s)
Class
Sport (Year of Graduation)
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Check Desired Membership Classification
Please make check payable to BWABC
1 Year $25
2 Year $45
3 Year $65
4 Year $85
Lifetime $400*
*Lifetime Membership also includes a 2008-2009 Family Season Athletic Pass for
2 Adults and up to 4 Students.

We need your help. Please check as many Volunteer Opportunities as you can!
 Concessions Volunteer

 Publicity

 Baking

 Advertising Sales

 Newsletter

 Membership

Briar Woods High School
Parent – Teacher – Student Organization
2009-10 Membership Form
JOIN!

SUPPORT!

VOLUNTEER!

Return completed form and dues to:
BWHS – PTSO, Attn: Clif Carter
22525 Belmont Ridge Road, Ashburn, VA 20148
Parent(s) Name____________________________________________________
Student(s) Name/Grade____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________
Phone No. ________________________________________________________
E-mail Address _________________________________________________________
___I am enclosing Membership Dues of $20 (Make checks payable to BWHS PTSO)
_________I am also including a tax deductible contribution of $_______

(Any add’l contribution over the $20 Membership Fee is tax deductible)

Please Check the Areas That You Can Volunteer to Help
_____ Office Administration (assist with morning attendance; answer phones
around noon time)
_____ Hospitality (provide food and/or assist with set-up for receptions)
_____ Library Volunteer
_____ Project Graduation, June 2010 (more details tba)
_____ Casino Night, Spring Fund-raiser, March, 2010
_____ Chair

_____ Co-Chair

_____ Call me for anything!
I prefer to be contacted by e-mail, phone, or both (circle one)
I am available before / after school, any time (circle one)

PROJECT GRADUATION – 2010!!!
SUPPORT THE GRADUATING CLASS OF 2010 ALL NIGHT PARTY!
Proceeds from the sale of the 2009 White House Christmas Ornament will go to
help sponsor the ―All Night Party‖ for the graduating Seniors to provide a safe,
drug and alcohol-free environment, for one last party as the BWHS Class of
2010. The ornaments make great gifts for family, friends and business
associates.
Name______________________Student_______________________
Phone number____________________________________________
email___________________________________________________
Number of ornaments _____times $20.00/ornament $____________
Please make your check payable to ―BWHS PTSO‖ Return form with payment to
front office prior to November 13, 2009. Questions contact Barbara McGann at:
bar_bmc_gann@hotmail.com
This year’s ornament illustrates the special
place of the Christmas tree in the holiday
celebrations of President Cleveland’s young
family. The central hologram depicts the
south façade of the White House after an
evening snowfall. The warm glow of the first
Christmas tree to be illuminated by electric
lights is seen through the tall windows of
the second floor Oval Room beyond the
center of the columned portico.
The reverse side of the ornament recreates
a scene from the tree-trimming parties of
President and Mrs. Cleveland, which were held annually for their children and
those of cabinet members. A finely crafted gold plated wreath of snowflakes,
painted ice blue and white, frames the oval ornament
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