
 
 

 
 
 
  

Dear Parents: 
 
 The second semester has begun with the year already half over. As 
always, the second semester will be busy.  
 
 A few things to look forward to in the upcoming weeks are that: report 
cards will be sent home with your student on Wednesday, February 7th. 
Scheduling of classes for next year will begin soon. Check the guidance 
portion of this newsletter for the details. School is closed for Presidents Day 
on Monday, February 19th. Our Black History Month assembly is set for 
Tuesday, February 20th. That week is spirit week with various activities 
planned culminating in a winter semi-formal dance on Saturday, February 
24th.  
 
 Our juniors will take the English SOL writing test on Monday, March 
5th, Tuesday, March 6th and Wednesday, March 7th.  A student lock-in is 
scheduled for Friday, March 16th. More information on the lock-in will be in a 
future newsletter.  
 
 This is a partial list of things to come. Check our website for 
upcoming events and activities. 
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Newsletters 
 
Due to the cost of paper and postage, a hard copy of this 
newsletter will no longer be mailed.  You can access future 
newsletters by going to http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/bwhs 
and clicking on the newsletter link on the left side of the 
homepage.  If you would like us to send you a copy 
electronically, send your e-mail address to Kathy Glikas at 
kglikas@loudoun.k12.va.us 
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Mr. Joe Breinig, Athletic Director at Briar Woods High School, was recently 
selected as the Group AA Athletic Administrator of the Year by the Virginia 
Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association.  He is being honored for 
his dedication and hard work. 
 
He will be honored at the 2007 VIAAA State Conference on Friday, March 
30, 2007 at the Norfolk Marriott in Norfolk, Virginia. 

Band News  11 

Substance Abuse Information 14 
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Attendance 
 

Parents please help! When 
your student is absent, you 
need to call the attendance 
line at  
(703) 957-4400 to notify 
the school. For your 
convenience, this is a 24 
hour answering machine. If 
you forget to call on the day 
of the absence, you must 
send a note with your 
student on the day they 
return to school. Without a 
phone call or note, the 
absence will be considered 
unexcused and disciplinary 
action will be taken.  
 

 
Early Dismissals  
 
Parents: When requesting 
an early dismissal, please 
send your written request 
with your student that 
morning. Ms. Culbert will 
write them a pass to 
excuse them at the 
appropriate time. This 
will alleviate the need to 
disrupt the classroom. 
Thank you for your 
cooperation.  
 

 
Student Parking 

 
Students need to purchase a 
parking permit to park on 
school grounds.  The cost 
for the permit is $25.00.  
This is a standard fee for all 
of the high schools.  
Parking permits can be 
purchased from Mr. 
DeCenzo.  Make your 
checks payable to Briar 
Woods High School 

 

Disability Notice 
 

If due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to participate meaningfully 
in any LCPS sponsored activities, please contact Principal Starzenski at (703) 957-
4400 at least five working days prior to the scheduled activity. 
 

Character Education Program 
 
Briar Woods High School will be implementing, with the help of the PTSO, a character 
education program at the start of the second semester.  Our program is based on the nationwide 
program called Project Wisdom.  The purpose of this program is to develop integrity, respect, 
confidence, courage, honesty and diligence in each one of our students.  Each day, 'words of 
wisdom' will be read over the morning announcements by a member of the student body.  These 
messages will help to set a positive tone for the day, while encouraging students to reflect upon 
the larger issues of life and the choices they must make each day.  In addition to the morning 
'words of wisdom', faculty and staff will be recognizing students who display good citizenship 
and are helping to make Briar Woods a better place in which to learn and to grow.  Students 
recognized for their good citizenship will take part in drawings for gift cards donated by the 
Briar Woods HS PTSO.  We are excited to have this program come to Briar Woods and are 
looking forward to it becoming part of our daily activities. 
 



Loudoun County Public Schools 
2006 - 2007 Student Calendar 
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September 4 Holiday (Labor Day) 

September 5 First Day of School for Students 

October 9 Holiday (Columbus Day) 

November 3 End of First Grading Period 

November 6-7 Student Holiday 
(Planning/Records/Conference Days) 

November 22-24 Holiday (Thanksgiving) 

December 22-29 Winter Break (Classes Resume January 2) 

January 1 Holiday (New Year’s) 

January 15 Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

January 25 End of Second Grading Period 

January 26 Moveable Student Holiday 
(Planning/Records/Conference Day)* 

February 19 Holiday (Presidents’ Day) 

April 2-6 Holiday (Spring Break) 

April 12 End of Third Grading Period 

April 13 Student Holiday 
(Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

May 28 Holiday (Memorial Day) 

June 19 Last Day of School for Students/End of 
Fourth Grading Period 
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Guidance News 

 
2006 – 2007 Guidance Staff 
 
Dave Royhab  Guidance Director 
 
Susan James  Counselor for seniors: A – J  

Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: A – F 
 

Steve Cohen  Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: G – N 
 
Michelle Hoffmann Counselor for seniors: K – Z 
   Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: O – Z 
 
Jan Develli  Career Resource Specialist 
 
Melissa Holder Guidance Secretary 
 
Loudoun County Financial Aid Handbook 
The handbook, which lists scholarships available to LCPS students and some that are specific to 
BWHS seniors should be ready for distribution to seniors this month.  Additional information for 
state and national scholarship programs is available in the Career Center. 
 
SAT & ACT Dates & Deadlines for 2006-2007 
 
Both the SAT and ACT tests are administered on nationally standardized dates and require 
advanced registration. 
  
Students may register on-line or may obtain hard-copy registration materials from the guidance 
office.  Registration and study information is available at www.collegeboard.org for the SAT and 
at www.act.org for the ACT. Students should register at least six weeks in advance of the tests. 
  
Most colleges require the SAT or the ACT for college admissions. Some colleges also require 
certain SAT Subject Tests for admissions or placement. Students should check with all of the 
colleges to which they plan to apply to determine which tests are required and preferred. 
  
Students usually register for the SAT or ACT in their junior year and repeat the test in the senior 
year. Some students elect to take both the SAT and ACT. 
 
The ACT is different than the SAT in that it tests a student’s educational development in four 
distinct areas: English, Math, Reading and Science.  Some students feel that the ACT is better 
suited for their individual strengths than the SAT.  While it is not as popular with students in this 
part of the country as the SAT, most colleges will accept either test. 
 
 Following are the test dates and Loudoun County test centers: 
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The dates and test centers listed below are not official and are subject to change!  On-line 
registration information is available at www.collegeboard.org for the SAT and at www.act.org 
for the ACT.  Hard-copy registration materials will be available in the Career Center. 
  
SAT 

• March 10: SAT, Briar Woods High School 
• May 5: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Broad Run High School 
• June 2: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Park View High School 
 

 ACT 
• February 10 (No Loudoun County location) 
• April 14:  Broad Run High School 
• June 9 (No Loudoun County location) 

 
Report Card & Interim Dates 
 In an effort to increase communication and to keep parents informed, all of our students will 
receive interims from all of their teachers on the dates listed. 
 
Marking 
Period 

Interims 
Distributed * 

End of Marking 
Period 

Report Cards 
Distributed 

Marking Period Two December 14 & 15 January 25 February 7 
Marking Period Three March 1 & 2 April 12 April 24 
Marking Period Four May 17 & 18 June 19 June 25 (mailed) 
  
 
Homework Requests 
The guidance office will gather work for any student who is out of school for three or more 
consecutive days due to an excused absence.  Please contact the guidance secretary at (703) 957-
4402 to make a request. 
 
 
Course Scheduling for 2007-2008 
In the following months, guidance counselors will help students schedule their 2007-2008 
classes.  There are several important pieces of this process that parents should be aware of.  If 
you have any questions about the 2007-2008 scheduling process, please do not hesitate to contact 
your child’s guidance counselor.  Please note the following activities and dates: 

• February 13 – 16: Classroom Scheduling Program - Counselors will meet with students 
in their English classes to review graduation requirements and the Program of Studies.  
Students will receive the 2007-2008 Program of Studies on these dates and they will be 
instructed to share them with their parents. 

• February 22 & 23: BWHS Scheduling Days - Students will receive course selection 
forms and will receive recommendations from their teachers.  This is a very important 
part of the process, as we value teacher assessment of students. 

• February 28: Individual Scheduling Meetings - Counselors will begin to meet with each 
student individually to refine their course selections.  At this time the course selection 
form will be sent home for your final approval. 
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What Should College-Bound Juniors be Doing this Month? (Information adapted from the 
CollegeBoard) 

• Begin to prepare for the SAT.  If you are not enrolled in the BWHS SAT-prep class, 
consider taking the SAT-prep class online independently, at your own pace, using the 
access code you will receive this month. 

• Sign-up for the SAT.  Even if you will not be taking the SAT until late spring, signing 
up now will help ensure that you get a convenient testing location.  Note that BWHS 
is a testing site for the March 2007 test. 

• Start a file of your college brochures and information.  Before you know it, they’ll be 
pouring in. 

• For next year, consider Advanced Placement courses.  You can get college credit or 
advanced placement for qualifying grades at most colleges. 

• Register to receive the free monthly CollegeBoard newsletter.  It will help you stay 
on track.  You can link to it from the BWHS Guidance webpage.  The link is listed in 
our College & Career section. 

 

Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology (TJHSST) 
 
Applications for the 2007-2008 sophomore or junior class at Thomas Jefferson 
High School for Science and Technology (TJHSST) are due June 1, 2007.  
There are no exceptions to the June 1, 2007 deadline.  Application materials, 
instructions and a brochure describing the school and describing the admissions 
process are available from Mr. Royhab in the Guidance Department. 
 
All applications for TJHSST should be turned into Mr. Royhab by May 21, 
2007.  Applicants may also submit their applications directly to the TJHSST 
Admissions Office (by no later than June 1, 2007), after obtaining a transcript 
from Ms. Holder, the BWHS guidance secretary. 
 
The admissions process is competitive.  Students are admitted to the sophomore 
and junior classes on a space-available basis and acceptances, therefore, are 
minimal.  Freshmen may apply to the sophomore class at TJHSST whether or 
not they have applied before.  Sophomores are only eligible to apply for the 
junior class if they have not yet applied previously or have just moved to a 
participating school district. 
 
You can find more information regarding the TJHSST admissions process for 
sophomores and juniors at 
http://information.tjhsst.edu/admissions/sophomoresandjuniors.shtml. 
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BWHS will participate in the LCPS senior exam exemption program.  This went into 
effect on the first day of the second semester. If a senior meets all of the following list of 
criteria, then they do not have to take their final exams.  Final exams are scheduled for 
Thursday, June 14 through Tuesday, June 19.  Graduation is scheduled for Wednesday, 
June 20.  A senior meeting all of the criteria in all of their classes would end the year on 
Wednesday, June 13. All of the seniors were given a copy of the criteria and a meeting 
was held with the senior class to explain the policy. 
 

SENIOR EXAM EXEMPTION  
2006-2007 

 
 

 
The following guidelines, approved 10/13/99, will be used for the Senior Exam Exemption Program. 

 

• The program is optional and may be implemented at the discretion of each high school. 
 

• The program will use second semester data only. 
 

• To be eligible, a student must have at least a 77 (C) average for the second semester through the first 
eight weeks of the fourth nine-week grading period. 
 

• To be eligible, a student can be absent no more than two (2) class periods in block classes. 
 

• The program applies to students assigned to senior homerooms. 
 

• Any student meeting the criteria for exemption may choose to take the exam. 
 

• Exam exemption will be determined class by class. 
 

• Students attending more than half of a class will be counted present for purposes of this program – 
tardies to class or early dismissals from class that do not result in missing more than half of a class will 
not be considered. 
 

• Classes missed due to organized school activities (i.e., field trips, athletic team participation) will not 
count as absences from class for purposes of this program. 
 

• An absence to observe a recognized religious holiday will not count for purposes of this program. 
 

• In-school restriction and suspension days will be counted as absences from class. 
 

• All other non-school related absences – whether excused or unexcused – will be counted as absences 
from class. 
 

• Cheating or any other integrity violation that results in disciplinary action removes the student from 
consideration for exam exemption in all classes. 
 

• A senior failing to meet the requirements for exemption may appeal to the teacher (except in cases of 
an integrity violation).  The teacher may determine on a case-by-case basis that special circumstances 
exist and permit the student to be exempt from the exam.  No review of teacher decisions beyond the 
individual school level will be available. 
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Available Scholarships 
 

HACU Scholarships – The Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities awards 
scholarships to students who plan on attending an HACU member university. 

Applicants must meet specific requirements to be eligible. Awards, scholarship 
resource list and applications may be found at www.hacu.net. 

 
AXA Achievement – Community, school and work involvement. Must be 

recommended by an adult professional for the $10,000 scholarship. Application is 
available at www.axa-achievement.com. Deadline is December 15, 2006. 

 
Virginia State Golf Association – Candidates must be a high school senior, in good 
academic standing, activities outside of the classroom including community service 

and school clubs. Deadline is February 28, 2007. The application may be obtained in 
the Career Center. 

 
Gates Millennium Scholars Program – Candidates must have significant financial 

need and strong leadership capabilities. Students who are eligible are African 
American, American Indian /Alaska Native, Asian Pacific Islander, or Hispanic 
American. Nomination forms are available at www.gmsp.org. The deadline is 

January 12, 2007. 
 

The American Planning Association nationwide high school essay contest. Students 
are asked to think critically about the role of planning in creating communities of 

lasting value for residents today and future generations. Information may be 
obtained at www.planning.org/institutions/hsessay.htm. Submissions are due online 

by January 15, 2007. 
 

Colonel’s Scholars Program – A graduating high school senior, enrolled in a public 
or private college or university, a U.S. citizen or permanent resident, maintaining a 
high school cumulative G.P.A. of 2.75 or higher, and pursuing a bachelor’s degree. 

Visit www.kfcscholoars.org  for additional information and an application. 
 

Elks Most Valuable Student Scholarship Program – The Elks National Foundation 
will award 500 four-year scholarships. The most valuable students are at the top of 

their class, active in school and community activities, recognized as leaders, and 
need financial assistance to attend college. All applications must be received before 

January 12, 2007 and may be obtained at www.elks.org/enf/scholars/mvs.cfm  
 

My Sister’s Keeper Scholarship – A graduating senior from Maryland, Virginia and 
District of Columbia areas who have a grade point average of 3.0 and are in good 

academic and administrative standing. The scholarship will be awarded on the basis 
of scholastic excellence, financial need and community service.  To apply for the 
scholarship visit the website: www.mysisters-keeper.org . Applications must be 

submitted by March 30, 2007. 
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The American Dreams Scholarships – The Commerce Bank will award 225 
scholarships in the amount of $1,000.00 to graduating high school seniors. 

Applicants must have a cumulative G.P.A. of 3.0 or better and demonstrate 
involvement in community service, school activities and employment 

responsibilities. Interested applicants should apply online at: 
commerceonline.com/americandream no later than December 15, 2006. 

 
Washington Regional Transplant Consortium/Legacy of Life Scholarship – Entrant 

must be a high school senior and submit a 1,000 word persuasive argument about 
organ and tissue donation. Rules can be found at www.beadonor.org and click on 

scholarship information. Deadline is April 29, 2007. 
 

Virginia Airport Operators Council/John R. Lillard Scholarship Program – In 
order for your application to be considered , you must be a Virginia high school 
senior, 3.75 G.P.A., planning a career in aviation, and accepted into an aviation 

related program at an accredited college. An essay is required and the deadline is 
February 20, 2007. 

 
The Federal Water Quality Association scholarship is open to young men and 

women who are preparing for careers in environmental protection. Those eligible to 
apply must be a graduating senior who have immediate plans to attend a four-year 

undergraduate program leading to a bachelor’s degree in environmental science. An 
essay and letter of reference is required. An application may be obtained in the 

Career Center and the deadline is April 23, 2007. 
 

Cardinal Basketball Officials Association Scholarship for college bound seniors. The 
applicant must participate in interscholastic basketball as a player, manager, or 
trainer at the varsity level. A GPA of 3.0 or better, along with demonstration of 

superior leadership and sportsmanship is required along with an essay. An 
application may be obtained from Mrs. Develli in the Career Center. 

 
The Naval Officers’ Spouses Club of Washington, D.C. is pleased to offer merit 
scholarships to graduating seniors who are dependent children of active duty, 

retired or deceased U.S. Navy service members. An application may be obtained 
from Mrs. Develli in the Career Center. Completed applications must be received by 

March 29, 2007. 
 
 

Nu Xi Zeta “Power of the Written Word” Essay Contest. This will be awarded to 
exceptional high school students planning to attend college. A 250-500 word essay is 
required. The selected essay is: “What Impact Did Hurricane Katrina Have on You 
or Your Family?” The application deadline is February 20, 2007. See Mrs. Develli in 

the Career Center for the application. 
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The Best Buy Scholarship Program rewards students with good grades who give 

back to their communities. To learn more, visit BestBuy.com/scholarships. Deadline 
for applications is February 15, 2007. 

 
Need Money for College Tuition? Apply online at: www.bailey-family.org 

 The deadline is March 31, 2007. 
 
 

Delta Kappa Gamma Scholarship is being offered to a high school senior who will 
be going into the field of education.  This is a $500.00 scholarship awarded annually 
for four years as long as the recipient remains an education major. Please see Mrs. 

Develli in the Career Center for an application.  The deadline is March 1, 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Briar Woods High School is 
proud to announce that 12 
members of our band have been 
selected for the All-District 
Band.  This is second in numbers 
only to Stonebridge High School.  
The members are Ye Bim Kim, 
Veronica Butka, Brandon Toma, 
Matt Vespestad, Devon Henry, 
Gabby Ongies, Brett Stockman. 
 
These students made the band 
and qualified to audition for All-
State: 
David Baroody, Mark Davis, 
Nick Burton, Ryann Perriello 
and Dan Page. 
 
Congratulations to these great 
musicians. 

The Briar Woods DECA 
Chapter had an outstanding 
performance in the District 
DECA competitions.   
 
The following students will 
represent the District at the 
State Competitions in 
Norfolk, Virginia: 
 
John Maghamez 
Kerry Wood 
Jen Briley 

 
Black History Month 

 
There will be a Black History Month Assembly 
on February 20, 2007 during the FLEX block.  
Parents are welcome to attend.  The assembly is 
sponsored by the History Club and features noted 
West African storyteller, Mr. Dylan Prichett. 
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Winter Week 2007 

Over the River and Through the Woods…. 
 

 
 

Theme Days: 
 
February 19 (Monday) – No School (President’s Day) 
February 20 (Tuesday) – Pajama Day 
February 21 (Wednesday) – Twin Day 
February 22 (Thursday) – Super Hero Day 
February 23 (Friday) – School Colors 
 Freshmen – White 
 Sophomores – Orange 
 Juniors – Blue 
 Seniors – White, Orange, & Blue 
 
Stairway Decorating – February 20, 2007 
 
Freshmen – Hansel & Gretel  Juniors – Cinderella 
Sophomores – Snow White  Seniors – Peter Pan 
 
Class Competition – February 23, 2007 (Flex) 
 
Dance – February 24, 2007 (8:00-11:30) 
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Transition Tidbits 
 

Briar Woods Transition teacher, Shirley Grimmett and Dr. Grace Keenan, director of Nova Medical 
Group have formed a partnership that benefits not only BWHS students, but students from several 
Loudoun High Schools.  Dr. Keenan and Mrs. Grimmett met at a chamber event and “small talk” led 
to action. 
 
Dr. Keenan donated monogrammed lab coats to each of Briar Woods High School’s science teachers. 
Through her facilities in Leesburg, Sterling, and Ashburn, she has provided paid employment 
opportunities for Children with Disabilities attending schools in the Ashburn area.  She has also 
sponsored internships for nursing, science, medicine, and Technology for academic students hoping to 
pursue careers in these areas.  These internships are open to other schools in the county, and they are 
coordinated through Mrs. Grimmett at Briar Woods High School. 
   
Dr. Keenan has been extremely generous with Briar Woods High School. When she heard that Briar 
Woods High School’s mascot needed a cooling vest to wear under his costume, she surprised the 
school with one! 

Briar Woods Students Use Pillows as a Key to Learning 
 

The community-based instruction (CBI) class at Briar Woods High School has been involved in an in-
school enterprise business with the help of Hollingsworth Fabrics and Decorating in Countryside. 
 
Tal Hollingsworth, the business’ owner and a former AP Chemistry teacher at Dominion High School, 
donated the materials for the CBI class to make throw pillows and dog/cat bed-pillows.  They also 
take custom orders for the pillows.  Helping them is Tatiana Eliffe-Odum, an employee of 
Hollingsworth and a former student of Shirley Grimmett, transition teacher at Briar Woods High 
School.   The enterprise business came about as the result of a friendship between Mrs. Hollingsworth 
and Mrs. Grimmett.  
 
The money earned from the pillows will be used by the CBI class to learn how to choose a bank, open 
a checking and savings account, keep track of money, create a budget and stay on a budget. 
 
The transition program at Briar Woods High School helps prepare students with disabilities for 
independent living. The skills taught these students include interview techniques, preparing a 
portfolio, completing job applications, work behaviors, banking, shopping, budgeting, and 
merchandising.     
 
The class had its first pillow sale on December 9th in conjunction with the school store sale.  It was 
very successful!   The CBI class, Mrs. Grimmett, and Mr. Mangan, CBI teacher, would like to thank 
all the individuals who purchased Briar Woods High School wreaths and pillows.  For information on 
ordering or purchasing a Briar Woods High School wreath or pillow, please email Mrs. Grimmett, at 
sgrimmet@loudoun.gov. 
 
 



 

The tutoring program at 
Briar Woods is gaining in 
strength each week, as 
more students make 
requests to be helped by 
their peers.  Presently, thirty 
tutors are serving forty-five 
tutees in seven content 
areas.  The subjects most 
requested are chemistry, 
biology, earth science, 
Algebra I, Algebra II, Pre-
calculus, Geometry, and 
French. 
 
Students are encouraged to apply for a tutor should they need one, and 
forms can be found in the Guidance office, Library, Room 303, or on the 
bulletin board at the “crossroads” of the 300 and 400 hallways.  For 
additional information on the tutoring program, go to Mrs. Clerkin’s web 
page under “Staff” located on the Briar Woods home page.  There is a link 
to the “Tutor Request” form. 
 
One parent had this to say…[my son] “really likes his French tutor.  Thank 
you for taking care of that for me.  Some of the things that she showed him 
are really working.”  
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Everything You Wanted to Know About Substance Abuse, but Were 
Afraid to Ask 
  
Wednesday, February 28, 2007 at 7:00 pm 
Briar Woods High School Library 
  
Presenter:  Amy Schutz, M.S.W. 
                 Briar Woods High School Social Worker 
  
If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Dave Royhab at (703)-957-
4400  
Refreshments will be provided 
 



 

 
Head Coach Charlie Pierce 

Briar Woods Football 
22525 Belmont Ridge Road 

Ashburn, VA 20148 
703-957-4400 

 
The second annual football banquet was held on December 10th at the BWHS cafeteria and 

auditorium. The awards ceremony was highlighted by the recognition of the parent 
volunteers, administration, coaches, their wives, and the players. In addition to the athletic 
award winners, there were 62 of the 85 athletes in the entire football program that received 

certificates of academic achievement. Those recognized had a 3.0 GPA or higher.  
Congratulations to all those in the program and thanks for all the support from all those 
involved. Thanks goes out to the parents and support people who helped put the banquet 

together. A special thanks goes out to Jim and Nancy Caldwell who organized the banquet. 
Here are the award winners 

 

2006 Football Banquet Award Winners: 
Varsity 

Off Player of the Year (Rock)         Alex Munro and Tim King 
Def Player of the Year (Bone)        Matthew Lockley, JT Bailey, and Max Rassman 
Most Improved Player                   Jeremy Gray and Nick Hastings 
Most Committed Player                 Arash Hamidi and Sean Leach 
Most Valuable Player                      Devin Barber 
Coaches Award                                Andrew Davidson and Chris Wade 
Special Teams                                  Roman Denenberg and Max Rassman 
Most Valuable Linemen (Big Cat) Jamie Caldwell, John Maghamez and  
     Aaron Kakol 

 
JV  

Offensive Player of the Year           Mike Fleming and Gavin Scherer 
Defensive Player of the Year           Bryan Mahoney 
Most Committed                               Saif Ullah 
Most Improved                                 Austin Frattali 
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Ashburn (Nov. 28, 2006) - Briar Woods High School football coach Charlie Pierce and three 
of his players were featured on a Saturday's edition of the Redskins Generation television 
show which aired at noon on December 2, 2006 on WUSA-Channel 9. 
Alex Munro, Arash Hamidi and Matthew Lockley were all interviewed for the program which 
also featured Redskin running back Ladell Betts.  
 
Pierce and his players were interviewed on November 28, 2006 at Redskins Park in Ashburn 
for the show. The Briar Woods players came to the attention of the show's producers after 
Coach Pierce took his senior players to the Redskins 4th and Life Forum at FedEx Field. 
Hamidi was awarded a plaque for his high academic GPA at the event. 
The Redskins Generation features area high school teams, players and coaches each week with 
host, WUSA's Sara Walsh, spotlighting the "Allstate Scholastic Star of the Week". 
Hamidi, a wide receiver/defensive back, and Lockley, linebacker/fullback, were two of 10 
seniors in the Falcons first-year varsity program.  Briar Woods, with junior quarterback Munro 
throwing for 1,201 yards and an area-best 14 touchdowns, posted a 6-4 record, the best first-
year mark of any football team in Loudoun County history. 
As a junior Hamidi was one of 14 students to become the first Briar Woods' students inducted 
into the National Honor Society. 
 
Also on November 14th, nine seniors participated in the Redskins 4th and Life Forum. The 
athletes heard from current and former players about their experiences on and off the field. It 
allowed the seniors to hear about what it takes to get to that next level but also the importance 
of education, mentoring, and community involvement 
 

Spanish Club, International 
Club and French Club are 
hosting the 2007 Briar Woods 
Multi-Cultural Night on 
Thursday, March 8th at 7:30 
pm in the auditorium.  If you 
are interested in helping with 
the preparations or any of the 
planning, please contact 
Melissa Turner, Spanish Club 
Sponsor.  We will need help 
the night of the event as well as 
pre-selling tickets, running 
rehearsals and advertising the 
event.  Be sure to mark your 
calendar!  Don't miss out on 
the event of the year! 

On Saturday, January 6th, 2007 fifteen 
Latin students competed in the Flint Hill 
Certamen in Oakton, VA.  Certamen means 
contest in Latin and is an “It’s Academic”-style 
contest between high school Latin classes, 
according to level.  All of our participants were 
first-time players.  Thanks to all those who 
participated:  Lizzy Topper, Andrey Pynitkov, 
Von Botteicher, DeRon Collins, Josh Larosa, 
Zeke Mihelcic, Kendall Jackson, Oleg 
Pyntikov, Swetha Nukala, Francis Sales, Zack 
Dixon, Nick Thompson, Hovey Yu, Mariko 
Itchkawich, and Grace Chen.  And a special 
thanks to our chaperone, Deborah Collins. 
 



PERTUSSIS (WHOOPING COUGH) 
 
The Virginia Health Department has seen an increase in pertussis cases over the past few 
years.  Pertussis is also known as whooping cough.  Many of these cases have been in the 
Northern Virginia area.  
 
Pertussis is a highly contagious disease that can easily spread through the air from a sick 
person during talking, sneezing or coughing.  People can get pertussis even if they have 
received all their childhood immunizations. The vaccine wears off after a number of years.  The 
disease affects people of all ages and can be a very serious disease, particularly for infants less 
than one year of age. 
 
Pertussis starts with symptoms similar to a common cold; with a runny nose, sneezing, low 
grade fever and cough.  The cough may last one to two weeks then worsens to uncontrolled 
coughing spells, especially at night.  In children, the cough may be accompanied by a high 
pitched “whoop” sound.  The “whoop” is a sign that the person is struggling to breathe between 
coughs.  Adolescents and adults tend to have less severe disease and may not develop the 
whoop. 
 
To confirm the diagnosis, a swab of the back of the nose is taken during the early stages of the 
illness.  Treatment of “whooping cough” is with antibiotics.  Antibiotics may make the illness less 
severe if treatment begins in the early stages.  Close contacts of a person with whooping cough 
should be treated with antibiotics, whether or not they have been immunized.  Children with 
pertussis should stay home for at least 5 days after treatment begins to lower the chances of 
spreading.  
  
Cold weather and the recent holiday gathering help to spread pertussis and other cough 
illnesses.  To help control their spread, the Loudoun County Health Department has the 
following recommendations: 
 

• Parents are encouraged to keep infants away from individuals with cough 
illness since they are at particularly high risk for developing severe disease. 

• Anyone with a cough lasting more than two weeks should contact their 
physician for evaluation.  If appropriate, antibiotics can shorten the duration 
of illness of pertussis and some other infections and lower the chances of 
spreading the disease to others.  Infants with a cough illness of any 
duration should be promptly evaluated by their doctor. 

• Individuals with cough illness should avoid public gatherings, such as 
school, sporting events and social activities until they have been evaluated by a 
physician. 

• Pertussis can be prevented by immunizing children.  The vaccine is given 
at 2, 4, 6, and 15 months and again when a child enters kindergarten. Current 
recommendations also advise that persons 11–18 years of age should receive 
a single booster dose of pertussis vaccine, preferably at 11–12 years of age. 
All students entering 6th and 7th grades next school year will be required to 
have this immunization unless they have received a tetanus-containing vaccine 
within 5 years previous to the start of school in September, 2007.  Adults may 
also receive a single booster dose of pertussis vaccine, if they have not 
previously had a booster. 

• Use tissues and cover mouth with sleeve when coughing and sneezing, 
wash hands regularly and avoid sharing drinks 

 
Sources: Loudoun County Health Department 
 Virginia Department of Health  
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PSAT/NMSQT Score Report
Take a look at your student’s PSAT/NMSQT® Score 
Report. Notice that each section of the test—Critical 
Reading, Mathematics, and Writing Skills—has 
its own color-coded column. Within each color-
coded section is a great deal of information that 
provides a thorough review of performance and 
ways to improve academic skills.

1  Scores:

•	 Each	PSAT/NMSQT	score—Critical	Reading,	Math,	
and	Writing	Skills—is	based	on	a	scale	of	20	to	80.

•	 The	score ranges	show	how	much	scores	might	vary	if	
students	were	to	take	the	PSAT/NMSQT	repeatedly	with-
out	learning	additional	skills.	In	other	words,	the	scores	
within	this	range	are	considered	“equal”	statistically.

•	 Percentiles	compare	your	student’s	performance	with	
those	of	other	students.	Eleventh-graders	are	compared	
with	all	eleventh-graders	who	took	the	test;	tenth-graders		
and	younger	students	are	compared	to	all	tenth-graders	
who	took	the	test.

•	 Information	on	accessing	your	high	school	student’s	
online	College Planning Package.

2  “Review Your Answers” Section:	This	section	
shows	the	correct	answer,	the	student’s	response,	and	

the	difficulty	level	of	the	question.	(Math	questions	also	
indicate	the	general	math	area	covered	in	the	question.)	
Students	should	have	received	their	test	book	along	with	
their	Score	Report.	At	the	bottom	of	this	section	is	an	
overview	showing	the	number	of	correct	answers	for	each	
level	of	difficulty	and	the	number	of	points	subtracted	for	
wrong	answers.	Encourage	your	child	to	use	the	test	book	
and	Score	Report	to	go	over	questions	she	or	he	got	wrong.	
Did	she	or	he	really	not	know	the	answer?	Make	a	careless	
error?	Guess	instead	of	leaving	the	question	blank?	

3  “Improve Your Skills” Section:	This	section	shows	
some	specific	skills	that	need	improvement.	These	were	

identified	based	upon	the	pattern	of	responses	across	test	
questions.	For	each	student,	we	give	personalized	feedback	
for	up	to	three	critical	reading	and	math	skills	and	up	to	two	
writing	skills.	This	does	not	necessarily	mean	that	these	are	
the	only	skills	that	need	improvement.	However,	the	skills	
listed	here	are	the	ones	that	can	be	best	improved	through	
additional	attention	and	learning.	Share	this	information	
with	teachers,	as	these	skills	affect	classroom	performance	
and	are	important	for	success	in	college.	

4  National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) 
Programs:	NMSC	cosponsors	the	PSAT/NMSQT,	which	

stands	for	Preliminary	SAT/National	Merit	Scholarship	
Qualifying	Test.	High	school	students	enter	NMSC	programs,	
usually	as	eleventh-graders,	by	taking	the	PSAT/NMSQT	and	
meeting	other	published	entry	requirements.	NMSC	uses	the	
Selection	Index	score—the	sum	of	the	critical	reading,	

mathematics,	and	writing	skills	scores—as	an	initial	screen	
of	students	who	enter	its	programs	and	to	designate	groups	
of	students	to	be	honored.	If	the	Selection	Index	has	an	
asterisk,	see	the	NMSC	section	on	the	back	of	the	Score	
Report.	NMSC	will	notify	principals	of	students	whose	
Selection	Index	scores	qualify	them	for	recognition.	For	more	
information	about	NMSC	scholarship	programs,	visit		
nationalmerit.org.

5  Your Educational Plans:	Before	the	test,	each	student	
provided	information	on	her	or	his	grade	point	average	

and	the	college	major	she	or	he	is	considering	pursuing.	In	
this	section,	the	College	Board	provides	important	
information	about	the	indicated	major,	including	
recommended	high	school	courses	that	will	help	prepare	
students	for	college-level	work.

6  Information About Your High School Student’s 
Personalized College Planning Package: See the 

reverse side to learn about this free online resource. 
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College	Board,	Advanced	Placement	Program,	AP,	SAT,	and	the	acorn	logo	are	registered	trademarks	of	the	College	Board.	MyRoad,	SAT	Reasoning	Test,	and	SAT	Subject	
Tests	are	trademarks	owned	by	the	College	Board.	PSAT/NMSQT	is	a	registered	trademark	of	the	College	Board	and	National	Merit	Scholarship	Corporation.	Visit	the	
College	Board	on	the	Web:	www.collegeboard.com.

PSAT/NMSQT Online College 
Planning Package
High	school	students	who	take	the	PSAT/NMSQT	receive	a	free	
personalized	College	Planning	Package	online	at	collegeboard.com/
psatextra.	Using	a	unique	access	code	that	will	be	printed	on	their	
Score	Report,	students	will	be	able	to	access:

•	 Complete answer explanations for every question on the 
PSAT/NMSQT.	Students	should	use	these	to	learn	from	the	
questions	they	answered	incorrectly.

•	 Personalized SAT study plan.	Students	receive	projected	SAT	
score	ranges,	state	percentiles,	higher-level	SAT	math	question	
practice,	and	sample	student-written	SAT	essays—all	designed	
to	help	them	do	their	best	on	the	SAT.

•	 Personalized college and career planning with MyRoadTM.		
Students	can	find	the	colleges,	majors,	and	careers	that	are	right	
for	them.	They	can	learn	about	their	personality	type	and	receive	
major	and	career	suggestions	with	the	Personality	Profiler.

Use collegeboard.com/parents to 
help your child reach his or her 
 important education and career 
goals:
Visiting	collegeboard.com/parents	makes	it	easier	for	you	to	help	
your	student	have	a	successful	experience	preparing	for	and	applying	
to	college.	You’ll	find	expert	advice	to	keep	you	informed	throughout	
the	college	planning	process,	including:

•	 Ways	to	encourage	your	student	to	start	thinking	about		
life	after	high	school

•	 Strategies	for	financing	your	student’s	education

•	 Help	with	curriculum	planning	to	realize	your	student’s		
specific	career	goals

•	 Information	and	resources	you	need	to	help	your	student		
prepare	to	perform	his	or	her	best	on	the	SAT

•	 Practical	advice	and	online	tools	to	find	the	right		
college	for	your	student’s	needs	and	goals

What happens now? 
With	the	help	of	teachers	and	counselors,	
students	should	use	the	information	provided	
on	the	PSAT/NMSQT	Score	Report	to	
improve	their	academic	skills	and	plan	for	
their	postsecondary	goals.	Here	are	some	
other	suggestions	for	students:	

•	 Review	high	school	transcripts	and	
select	courses	for	upcoming	semesters	
that	will	prepare	for	education	and	
career	goals.	

•	 Take	challenging	courses:	
Consider	AP®	and	honors	courses.

•	 Tenth-graders	should	take	the		
PSAT/NMSQT	again	in	eleventh	
grade	to	enter	competitions	
conducted	by	National	Merit	
Scholarship	Corporation.	Eleventh-
graders	should	register	for	the	SAT,	
and	possibly	SAT	Subject	Tests™,	
this	spring.	(Online	at		
collegeboard.com.)	

•	 Be	involved	in	extracurricular	and		
community	activities.	College	
admissions	officials	look	for	academic	
competence	and	preparation	(types/
levels	of	academic	courses	taken	and	
grades	received),	but	they	also	look	for	
how	a	student	will	contribute	to	the	
college	community.	What	do	students	
do	outside	of	the	school	day?	Are	they	
involved	in	music,	art,	athletics,		
student	government,	volunteer	work,	
employment,	etc.?	The	quality	of		
students’	involvement	is	important.	
What	is	the	depth	of	their	
commitment?	Are	they	assuming	
leadership	roles?	Are	they	making	a	
	contribution	to	the	school	or	
community?


