A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,
We previously announced that Briar Woods High School was a
recipient of the Governor's Award for Educational Excellence. The
banner hanging in the main foyer represents this prestigious award.
There are around 310 high schools in the state of Virginia. Of that
total, only 18 high schools from around the state received this award.
We were one of the 18. This is quite an honor and a testament to
our staff, the student body and the parents. I was recently invited to
attend a Board of Supervisors meeting where our school was
recognized for the award. A Resolution of Commendation was
presented to the school. A copy of the resolution is included for your
review.
Furthermore, I am pleased to say that our school received an
excellent report from the visiting committee from the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools. A copy of the Certificate of
Appreciation is included for your review. Many thanks to the students
and parents who assisted us in this process.
I hope that you have a safe and relaxing spring break.
Regards,
Ed Starzenski

Briar Woods Absentee Call-In Line
Disability Notice
If due to a disability, you need assistance to
enable you to participate meaningfully in any
LCPS sponsored activities, please contact
Principal Starzenski at (703) 957-4400 at
least five working days prior to the scheduled
activity.

When a student will be absent from school,
parents are asked to call the attendance call-in
line. The number is (703) 957-4409. Please leave
The following information when you call:
1. Date
2. Student name
3. Grade
4. Reason for the absence

Early Dismissals
Parents: When requesting an early
dismissal, please send your written request
with your student that morning. Mrs. Calder
will write them a pass to excuse them at
the appropriate time. This will alleviate the
need to disrupt the classroom. Thank you

5. Your identity
For your convenience, this is a 24 hour answering
machine. If you forget to call on the day of the
absence, you must send a note with your student
on the day they return to school. Without a phone
call or note, the absence will be considered
unexcused and disciplinary action will be taken.

Meal Prices For 2008-2009
Student Parking
Students need to purchase a
parking permit to park on
school grounds. The cost for
the permit is $25.00. This is a standard
fee for all of the high schools. Parking
permits can be purchased from Mr. DeCenzo
starting the first day of school during all of
the lunch shifts in the cafeteria. Make your
checks payable to BWHS.

Free and reduced lunch applications are available
at the school and were distributed in homeroom
on the first day of school. Please complete the
form promptly and return it to your homeroom
teacher. The cost for a Secondary student lunch
will be $2.40 and breakfast will be $1.30.
Students may pay for lunch by the week or the
month if desired.

As the weather improves please remember the BWHS dress guidelines...
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Clothing that exposes the midriff, chest, shoulders, back, or buttocks is
inappropriate for school and is not permitted.
Shorts, dresses, and skirts cannot be shorter than mid-thigh.
Beach attire may not be worn to school.
Undergarments may not be worn as outer garments or be overly visible.
Clothing or hair that is detrimental to the safety, health, or general
welfare of a student is not allowed.
Shoes must be worn at all times.
See-through clothing may not be worn.
Clothing may not contain obscene material or be sexually suggestive,
promote the use of alcohol or illegal drugs, or advocate the violation of
any law or school policy.
Wallet chains are prohibited.
Head apparel such as hats, headbands, bandanas, hoods, etc. may not
be worn.
Clothing with improper, suggestive, obscene, vulgar, lewd or racial
language is inappropriate.
Clothing which advertises illegal substances such as tobacco, drugs and
alcohol is inappropriate.
Sunglasses may not be worn in the building.

Students who violate this policy are subject to disciplinary action, up to
and including suspension from school.

2008-2009 School Calendar
September 1

Holiday (Labor Day)

September 2

First Day of School for Students

October 13

Holiday (Columbus Day)

October 31

End of Grading Period

November 3-4

Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Days)

November 26-28

Holiday (Thanksgiving)

December 22-31

Winter Break (Classes Resume January 5)

January 1-2

Holiday (New Year’s)

January 19

Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)

January 20

Moveable Student Holiday*
(Planning/Records/Conference Day)

January 22

End of Grading Period

February 16

Holiday (Presidents’ Day)

April 2

End of Grading Period

April 6-10

Holiday (Spring Break)

April 13

Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day)

May 25

Holiday (Memorial Day)

June 19

Last Day of School for Students/End of Grading Period

June 22-23

Planning/Records/Conference Days

*NOTE:

Parents with child-care or other weekday scheduling concerns – date of
the Moveable Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second
semesters may change if the school calendar must be changed due to school
closings for inclement weather or other emergencies.

Eight Period Bell Schedule
Time

A

B

8:55 A.M.

Warning Bell

Warning Bell

9:00 A.M. -10:32 A.M.

Period 1

Period 5

10:38 A.M. – 12:07 P.M.

Period 2

Period 6 – Flex

12:13 P.M. - 2:13 P.M.

Period 3/Lunch

Period 7/Lunch

2:19 P.M. -3:48 P.M.

A – 12:13-12:43

A – 12:13-12:43

B – 12:43-1:13

B – 12:43-1:13

C – 1:13-1:43

C – 1:13-1:43

D – 1:43-2:13

D – 1:43-2:13

Period 4

Period 8

Our school’s Health Clinic Assistant/Registered Nurse is Gail LeFloch. She works in the clinic each day from
8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. The health clinic assistant is supervised by a Registered nurse (Resource Nurse)
whom school staff can contact at any time for advice or emergencies. The Resource Nurse visits the school
regularly.
If your child has any significant medical needs, please notify the health clinic assistant/nurse even if the
school has been notified in previous school years. If your child has asthma, diabetes, seizures,
life-threatening allergies, or other medical conditions, you and the physician will need to complete a form
so the school can understand and address your child’s needs. If your child was in Loudoun County Public
Schools for 2006-07, these forms were sent to you at the end of last school year.
If your child has diabetes, an epinephrine auto-injector, or other emergency medication at school, please
notify the teacher/ sponsor that your child has the health concern. Also notify the health clinic assistant/
nurse if your child will be staying for any school-sponsored after school activities or playing on a sports team
1-2 weeks prior to the event. The clinic is closed after dismissal and the nurse/health clinic assistant is not in
the building. Arrangements need to be made to have medication available and possibly staff training. It is
strongly suggested that middle and high school students carry their own auto-injector for quick access to
epinephrine. For students to carry an epinephrine auto-injector, the physician will need to sign the bottom
of form 11:10 and the parent and student will need to sign form 11:10c under “Agreement for Permission to
Self-Administer and/or Carry Epinephrine.”
If your child is ill because of a contagious disease such as strep throat, chickenpox, flu, etc. it would be
helpful to note the reason for the absence when you call the absentee call-line. This will help the school
take measures to reduce the spread of these diseases.
A parent or guardian must deliver any medication (prescription or non-prescription) to the school office or
clinic. Students may not transport any medication to or from school. Parents are responsible for
picking up any unused medication.
If your child takes a prescription medication that to miss a dose would have serious health consequences
(seizure medication, insulin, etc.), it is strongly suggested that a 24-hour supply of the medication be left in
the school clinic in case of a prolonged school day. The medication must be in an original pharmacy-labeled
bottle and have a physician’s order on file in the clinic. The order must give the times during the 24-hour
period that the medication is to be administered.
The health clinic assistant/nurse must have written instructions from the physician in order to administer
prescription medications. These should include:
•

Student’s name;

•

Name and purpose of the medication;

•

Dosage and time of administration;

•

Possible side effects and measures to take if those occur;

•

End date for administering the medication;

•

Parent signature giving permission to administer medication

•

Contact physician & Physician’s signature.

The health clinic assistant/nurse has a specific “Authorization for Medication Administration” For which
should be used for physician’s orders. Copies of this form as well as other medical forms are also available in
the school office or at the following link:
http://cmsweb1.loudoun.k12.va.us/50910061112842/FileLib/browse.asp?A=374&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=67367.

All prescription medication must be in the original pharmacy bottle with the proper label containing the
student’s name, medication, dosage, and instructions for administration. Upon request, most pharmacies
will provide an extra bottle with the proper amount of medication for school.
If the health clinic assistant/nurse needs to give non-prescription medication:
•

It must be in an original package with the name of the medication and instructions;

•

she must have a note from the parent regarding when and how much medication to
administer;
she will only give the amount listed on the package for your child’s age and weight and for
the recommended length of time the student should receive the medication unless she has
doctor’s orders on the “Authorization for Medical administration” form to dispense
differently

•

•

she cannot administer medication that is not in its original container.

For the health clinic assistant/nurse to give acetaminophen to your child, you must have completed this
section on the emergency card and signed it. Parents/guardians of elementary students will be contacted
before giving any acetaminophen in order to assure that it has not been given at home. Because
acetaminophen can cause liver damage in large amounts over a period of time, middle and high school
students may only receive four doses of acetaminophen in a four-week period. Before a fifth dose is given, the
parent/guardian will be contacted.
Students who have fevers should be kept at home until free of fever for 24 hours. Students who do not feel
well should stay home. When students come to school ill, they not only are not able to participate fully in
class but also may infect other students with their illness.
Be sure to keep the “Emergency Information” updated so we can reach you if your child is ill or injured.
All 3rd, 7th, and 10th grade students and students new to Loudoun County Public Schools will be screened for
vision and hearing during the first 60 days of school. Kindergarten students who did not have distance
vision screening or hearing tests within two months of the beginning of school will also be screened.
Virginia requires that school divisions provide information on scoliosis to parents of students in grades 5
through 10.

With the warm temperatures of spring and summer, families
spend more time out-of-doors working, playing, and enjoying
nature. With warm weather also comes an increase in the
activity of ticks. Some ticks carry diseases such as Lyme
disease. Lyme disease is transmitted through the bite of the
black-legged (deer) tick. If Lyme disease is not treated early,
other problems may develop such as nervous disorders, heart
problems, or joint swelling and pain. Loudoun County has the
largest incidence of Lyme disease cases in Virginia.
Additional information is available on the Loudoun
County Health Department (LCHD) website at
www.loudoun.gov/Lyme.

Con las temperaturas tibias de primavera y verano, las familias dedican más
tiempo afuera trabajando jugando, y disfrutarndo la naturaleza. Con tiempo
tibio también viene un aumento en la actividad de garrapatas. Algunas
garrapatas llevan las enfermedades como enfermedad de Lyme. La enfermedad de Lyme es transmitida por la mordedura del patas-negra
(garrapatas de venado). Si la enfermedad de Lyme no es tratada temprano, otros problemas pueden desarrollar como desórdenes nerviosos, los
problemas cardíacos, o la coyuntura que hincha y aflige. El Condado de
Loudoun tiene la incidencia más grande de casos de enfermedad de Lyme en
Virginia.
La información adicional está disponible en el Departamento de la Salud de
Condado de Loudoun (LCHD) sitio web en www.loudoun.gov/Lyme.

Cooley's For The Cure
What: An event for Relay for Life.
When: On April 14, 2009 from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Where: At the Original Steakhouse in Ashburn.
Tickets can be purchased and more information can
be provided by going to http://thecooleyzone.com.
100 percent of the proceeds will be given to the
Briar Woods High School FBLA Relay team.

Loudoun County Public Schools has partnered with local law enforcement to
develop a program that focuses on traffic laws, safety techniques, and ideas to
help teenagers learn to drive safely. Our goal is to reduce the number of teen
crashes, tickets, and fatalities in our community. The Loudoun Partners for
Safe Teen Driving believes that to accomplish this goal, we must provide
comprehensive and continuous education throughout the entire community.
These meetings are required for parents/guardians and high school students prior
to taking Behind-the-Wheel (BTW) instruction in LCPS. We believe this program
has helped to increase awareness of the importance of teens practicing driving
skills with a responsible adult in addition to formal driver education instruction.
Evaluations of this program from LCPS parents have been extremely positive.
We appreciate the input we received from the community last year and have used
many of the suggestions from our parents in the updated presentation.
Below is the schedule of presentations for the spring of 2009. If you cannot
attend the scheduled meeting for your school, you may attend a meeting at
another LCPS high school. When you arrive, you will receive a packet of
information that includes a form for you to complete to verify attendance
(no standing in line to sign in!). We look forward to partnering with students,
parents, and the Loudoun community in this effort.

PVHS - April 14 @ 7pm (cafeteria)
LCHS - April 23 @ 7pm (auditorium)
All meetings will begin promptly at 7:00 pm and end at approximately 8:00 pm.

2008– 2009 Guidance Staff
Dave Royhab

Guidance Director

Susan James

Counselor for seniors: A – De
Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: A – Co

Steve Cohen

Counselor for seniors: Dh-Ja
Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: Cr-Ha

Beth Dekenipp

Counselor for seniors: Je - Re
Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: He - Le

Michelle Hoffmann Counselor for seniors: Rh – Z
Counselor for grades 9, 10 & 11: Sc – Z
Shannon Powell

Counselor for grades9, 10 & 11: Li - Sa

Jan Develli

Career Resource Specialist

Melissa Holder

Guidance Secretary

Corina Bryant

Guidance Secretary

SAT & ACT Dates & Deadline for 2008-2009
Both the SAT and ACT tests are administered on nationally standardized dates
and require advanced registration.
Students may register on-line or may obtain paper registration materials from the
guidance office. Registration and study information is available at
www.collegeboard.org for the SAT and at www.act.org for the ACT. Students
should register at least six weeks in advance of the tests.
Most colleges require SAT or ACT for college admissions. Some colleges also
require certain SAT Subject Tests for admissions or placement. Students should
check with all of the colleges to which they plan to apply to determine which
tests are required and preferred.
Students usually register for the SAT or ACT in their junior year and repeat the
test in the senior year. Some students elect to take both the SAT and ACT.
The ACT is different than the SAT in that it tests a student’s educational
development in four distinct areas: English, Math, Reading and Science.
Some students feel that the ACT is better suited for their individual
strengths than the SAT. While it is not as popular with students in this
part of the country as the SAT, most colleges will accept either test.

.

SAT AND ACT TEST DATES AND TEST CENTERS
The dates and test centers listed below are not official - check the SAT & ACT websites for
official dates and test center locations. On-line registration information is available at
www.collegeboard.org for the SAT and at www.act.org for the ACT. Hard-copy registration
materials will be available in the Career Center.
SAT
May 2: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Broad Run High School
June 6: SAT and SAT Subject Tests, Park View High School
ACT
April 4: Broad Run High School
June 13
SAT Online Prep Course
Briar Woods High School now offers a .5 credit/one semester SAT Prep course built into our
schedule for students in grades 10, 11 and 12. The course is based on the “SAT Online Prep
Course” produced by the CollegeBoard. Students may also take the course independent of teacher
instruction free of charge (this option is available to all students, including freshmen).
Students will have the option to:
1) Take the official full-length pre-test. Find out where you need to focus your study.
2) Work through the lessons and quizzes. Review key concepts, learn approaches, and practice
with lesson quizzes.
3) Take the practice quizzes. Take a practice quiz and learn through detailed explanations.
4) Take an official full-length practice test. Take an official practice test and identify the concepts
and skills you may need to review or practice further.
5) Take another official practice test. Take an additional official practice test and view an analysis
of your performance.
*To access this program, log onto the Briar Woods website and follow the guidance link to “SAT
Online Prep Course.” Then enter our school code: 470061. Select "Independent Study" to begin your
session.

Marking Period and Interim Dates
Marking Period

Interims Distributed

End of Marking
Period

Report Cards
Distributed

Marking Period 1

October 2 & 3

October 31

November 12

Marking Period 2

December 11 & 12

January 22

February 9

Marking Period 3

March 4 & 5

April 3

April 22

Marking Period 4

May 19 & 20

June 19

June 25

In an effort to increase communication and to keep parents
informed, all of our students will receive interims from all of their
teachers on the dates listed.
Course Scheduling for 2009-2010
Through the month April, guidance counselors will continue to hold
individual meetings with every Briar Woods student to review his/
her 2009-2010 course requests. After the individual meeting with his/
her counselor, your child will bring home his/her course selection form
which requires your signature. If you would like to change a course
please have your child return the course selection form with a note
detailing the change you would like. As always, if you have any
questions about 2009-2010 course scheduling process, please do not
hesitate to contact your child’s counselor.
Course request changes must be submitted by June 30, 2009. After
June 30, changes may not be possible.

Senior Class Notes
Graduation for the Class of 2009 is scheduled for Saturday, June 20, 2009,
at 7:30 pm at the Patriot Center on the George Mason University campus.
No tickets are required for the graduation ceremony so invite your family and
friends.
Throughout the year, the PTSO, with the help of senior parents, sponsor a
senior breakfast once a quarter. This year’s breakfast dates are: November
7th, January 30th and April 17th. A farewell breakfast will be held sometime in
June. If you would like to help with the breakfasts (8 am to 9 am) or donate
food items, please contact Rebecca Miller at 703-858-7801. Thanks for your
support.

Senior Class activities and information is posted on the Briar Woods web
site under “Activities”. Go to the senior class page to find out what is
happening with the Class of 2009.

Holidays:
The following dates are designated as Non-practice dates by the LCPS for the 2008-09
school year:
April 9, 10,and 11.
Designated non-play dates for 2008-09: (Practices may be held):
September 30 and October 9.
Designated non-play dates after 6:00 PM for 2008-09:
(Practices may be held) September 29, October 8 and April 8.
No practices on Sundays.

During the week of exams one (1) hour practices are permitted.
Note: Athletes should be prepared to practice/play on all other holidays or workdays.

Any absence from these could be deemed "unexcused" unless first cleared through the
coach.

Vacation Policy:
As stated in the Student Athletic Handbook, page 13,"Vacations by athletic team
members during a sports season are discouraged. Parent/athletes wishing to take vacation
during the season must consult with the athletic director and coach."

AIPHONE Security System Being Installed in LCPS Schools
In an effort to increase the security of its schools, Loudoun County Public Schools is
installing a video intercom entry system at each of its 72 school facilities.
The system, called AIPHONE, will allow schools to lock all doors during the school
day and still permit visitors to enter. Visitors will push a button on an intercom located on
the wall by the main front door of the school. A security camera at the door will allow a
school staff member to view the visitor on a screen inside the building. The visitor will be
asked for identification and the reason for the visit.
If the visitor is approved by the staff member, an electronic door lock will be released
so that the visitor may enter the building.
Once entry is granted, visitors will sign-in at the office and obtain a visitor’s badge. In
the event school staff believes the person requesting entry is a danger to the students or staff,
entry into the building will not be allowed installation of this system will take place during
the 2007-2008 school year. The AIPHONE system will be installed in elementary schools
first, followed by middle schools and high schools. The installation
schedule plans for two to four schools a week to receive the new
security system.
Parents will be notified when the AIPHONE is ready for
operation at their child’s school. LCPS asks for the cooperation of all
visitors as this safety tool is implemented. Parents are an integral
part of the education process and are encouraged to visit their child’s
school. This safety measure will add yet another layer of security to
our schools.

