
Use the following checklist when planning. It will help you create meaningful and
achievable choices for students. Note that the first two points in the list are espe-
cially important, so always begin with those.

� Always start from the learning goal. If you start with an activity and then
look for alternatives, it is difficult to ensure that all alternatives are aligned to
your goal.

� Check your goal to see what kind of choice (if any) can be offered. For exam-
ple, if the goal requires that students write an opinion text, the product must
be common, but you could allow students to choose among different instruc-
tional methods for learning how to write an opinion text.

� Develop two to four choices. More than four is overwhelming for students and
difficult for you to support with resources. If you want students to be able to
propose ideas, provide this as one of the choices.

� Write a single assessment that will be used for all choices. Doing this should
be easy if all choices address the same learning goal.

� Make sure that all students have the process skills required in all choices.
If they don’t have the skills to create a multimedia documentary, for exam-
ple, teach those skills to the entire class before including it in a list of
choices.

� Check your choices to ensure they will take students approximately the same
time to complete. If some options clearly require more time than others,
students will choose the option they can complete the fastest.

� Check your choices to ensure they are equally respectful and none are
obviously geared towards students who are less academically competent.
All choices need to address the learning goal to the same high standard.
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