
Potomac Falls High School Math Department 

Calculator Policy 
 

 The PFHS Math Department believes that technology is invaluable when teaching students 

mathematics concepts.  Using calculators helps promote the understanding of mathematical concepts 

and advanced problem solving.  As such, the graphing calculator is used extensively in PFHS 

mathematics classrooms.  It is recommended that all students enrolled in a math class at Potomac Falls 

High School have a graphing calculator for their personal use.   Students should bring their calculator 

to class with them every day and use their calculator to complete out of class assignments unless 

otherwise instructed by the teacher.  There will be times in class when students are not to be using their 

calculators.  Teaching math requires a fine balance of when to and when not to use the calculator.  The 

individual teachers will instruct the students on appropriate use of the calculator. 
 

 PFHS is a TI-84 school.  This means that our teachers are well-versed in the capabilities of these 

calculators and will use them in instruction.  Upper level classes, namely AP Calculus and AP Statistics, 

may also use the TI-89 calculators, which have more advanced features.  There are other versions of 

graphing calculators made by TI.  These are the TI NSpire and TI NSpire CAS which have different 

capabilities.  The CAS version of the calculator does everything that the TI-89 calculator will do, so it 

is recommended for upper level math courses only.  Also on the market are the TI NSpire CX and TI 

NSpire CX CAS.    These “CX” versions have color screens and are rechargeable instead of using 

batteries.  Please note that the “CAS” version of either type of the NSpire calculator is not approved 

for use on the SOL tests.   
 

If a student chooses to use a graphing calculator that is not in the TI-84 series, then he or she is 

responsible for using the guidebook that came with the calculator to understand its operation.  Any 

graphing calculator that a student uses must have the following minimum capabilities: 
 

 Graph functions 

 Find zeros of functions 

 Create scatterplots, boxplots, histograms, and line graphs 

 Calculate regression equations for linear, polynomial, exponential, and logarithmic functions 

 Convert between decimal and fractional form 
 

Having a calculator in math class every day is strongly recommended for the students in order 

to get the most out of classroom instruction.  If you are unable to purchase a calculator, the student may 

borrow a calculator for the school year from the math department.  Please note that if a borrowed 

calculator is broken or lost, the student will be charged a $100 replacement fee.  It is possible to purchase 

a similar TI type calculator but it must be in the original packaging in order for it to be considered a 

replacement for the lost or damaged calculator.  The math department has a very limited number of 

calculators available for student check-out, so they will be checked out on a first-come, first-served 

basis beginning September 12th.  At Back-to-School Night on September 11th, parents may pick up 

check-out forms or students can pick up check-out forms beginning September 12th.  For Geometry 

students only, the curriculum just requires trig function capability; therefore, the TI-30 calculator will 

be given to students who may need one.  The replacement cost for these is $25 or a similar calculator 

in its original packaging material. 
 

If there are any questions about getting a calculator for your son/daughter, please contact your 

child’s math teacher or Mrs. Lee Hanby, the math department chairperson. 

 


